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Shop with a Cop Brings Holiday Spirit to Eight Pokagon Kids 


Elders and Mno Bmadsen each donated 
$500 to this event, and Junior Youth 
Council donated $1000, providing eight 
children in the community $2000 to 
shop for Christmas gifts for themselves 
and their families. 

Everyone met at the Community 
Center December 13, where the 11 
participating Tribal Police Officers lined 
up their cars. Each youth was assigned 
an Officer to shop with, had lunch, and 
each pair got their photo taken in front 
of the line of vehicles. 

The group, accompanied by three 
senior youth members, paraded in a 
line of police vehicles to the Niles 
Wal-Mart. With lists in hand, the youth 
pulled item after item from the shelves 
and into their waiting carts. Perfumes 
for sisters, sweaters and coats for parents, 
were all part of the children's final 
purchases. 

“The positive energy that day was 
top notch,” said Lt. Rich Killips of the 


Tribal Police, who experienced his 
first Shop with a Cop this year, despite 
a lengthy career in law enforcement. 
“Everyone who was involved in it wants 
to do it again. It wasn’t a requirement, 
but we had more than enough cops to 
match up with kids.” 

While the children shopped, the 
senior youth members developed the 
photos taken at the Community Center, 
chose a few frames, and each participant 
went home with a tangible reminder of 
what happened that day. 

“One little girl wouldn’t buy anything 
for herself, she only wanted to shop 
for her family,” recalls Lt. Killips. “Only 
after she had picked out something for 
everyone in her family were we able 
to talk her into buying something for 
herself.” 

The group had their own check out 
lane, reserved just for them, keeping the 
process smooth and simple. Following 
that the Officers drove the group back 



to the Community Center and helped 
them wrap their gifts for their families. 

“The kids really had an amazing 
time,” said Collin Church, senior youth 
council chair. He hopes to expand the 
program to more youth next year. 
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Pokagon Students Focus on Business School Opportunities at Workshop 


The Community Center was filled with Native 
American and Hispanic students from Dowagiac 
High School November 21, there to learn from and 
collaborate with Michigan State University business 
students representing those two groups. The event 
featured professional development workshops led by 
the college students that focused on leadership and 
presentation skills and building a resume. 

“A lot of community building went on among the 
students,” said Polly Mitchell, educational associate 
with the Pokagon Education Department and one 
of the workshop organizers. “The students built 
community within their schools and with the college 
students. Everybody interacted with the college 
students.” 

The 24 MSU students in attendance are part of 
the Native American Hispanic Business Student 
organization. They facilitated the workshop, helping 
their younger peers think about options for higher 
education and the importance of taking advantage of 


professional and career development through groups 
like theirs. The 40 students from Dowagiac High 
School had a fun atmosphere in which to interact 
with college students, and gained familiarity with a 
group advocating for native students at MSU. 

“It was nice to see the high schoolers participate,” 
said Mitchell. “They were working on leadership 
skills, so students had to give presentations. They 
were tentative at first, but by the end they were 
volunteering. So they built up their confidence 
enough to act.” 

Michael Kasper of Mno-Bmadsen, the tribe’s 
economic development entity, and Sean Winters of 
Chi Ishobak, the Pokagon Community Development 
Financial Institution, both spoke about business and 
financial opportunities with the Band. Kevin Leonard, 
MSU’s coordinator for the NAHBS, commented that 
this workshop was the largest and the most successful 
he : s seen yet. 




Education Department Enhances Programming 


The Pokagon Band Department 
of Education has made several 
enhancements for the 2015 year. 

Early Childhood Education 

The Early Childhood Education focus 
area is Primary, Birth — 4th Grade. 
Children and parents are offered 
services to help promote early literacy, 
positive parenting, school readiness, and 
quality education. Many exciting events 
are scheduled for children and families! 

The purpose of the Early Childhood 
Education is to develop positive 
educational experiences to Pokagon 
Families with children 0-8 years old. 

In addition to collaborating on several 
different projects, the Early Childhood 
Education Program will be offering the 
following workshops. Contact Autumn 
Cabrillas for more information 

• The first workshop will be an 
Introduction to Program Services. 

• The second workshop will focus on 
Honoring Our Children. 

• The third workshop will focus on 
Positive Parenting Techniques. 


• The fourth workshop will be in 
collaboration with Holiday Fun. 

Academic Excellence Initiative 

The goal of the Educational Excellence 
Initiative (EEI) is to encourage 
Pokagon Band students in grades 
Kindergarten to 12th grade to strive 
for educational excellence, to attend 
school regularly and to improve their 
academic performance. This “Invest in 
You” program allows citizens to increase 
funding for educational programs 
they frequently use, thereby increasing 
their knowledge, skills and ability to 
flourish in post-secondary educational 
institutions. These supplemental funds 
will be added to other educational 
program such as Enrichment Program, 
Special Requests, and Tutoring. In 
addition, funds may be used for the 
Youth Transportation IDA offered 
through Chi Ishobak. Contact Sam 
Morseau for more information 

Tutoring Services 

The Tutoring Program is designed to 
provide additional educational support 
to Pokagon students with academic 
needs. 


New Tutoring Program guidelines 
have been in effect since August 1, 2014. 
All Pokagon Students are now eligible 
for tutoring, without grade restrictions 
or teacher recommendations necessary 
We now offer all families a choice of 
using an Accredited Learning Center, 
a facility which employs certified 
teachers or certified tutors to work 
with students on core academic areas, 
study skills, or test preparation, or an 
Auxiliary Tutor, a Certified Teacher or 
Individual with Bachelor’s Degree with 
an Academic Area of Focus. Although 
tutoring funds remain the same, $2,500 
per student per year, the time frame has 
changed to August 1— July 31 to align 
with the academic year. 

For more information, contact Kristie 
Bussler, Educational Resource Specialist, 
at (269) 462-4222. 

Title VII 

The Title VII is a federal grant that 
helps local educational agencies, Indian 
tribes and organizations, postsecondary 
institutions, and other entities toward 
the goal of ensuring that programs 


that serve Indian children are of the 
highest quality and provide for not only 
the basic elementary and secondary 
educational needs, but also the unique 
educational and culturally related 
academic needs of these children. 

Starting 201 5, The Pokagon Band of 
Potawatomi Department of Education 
is teaming up with Match-e-be- 
nash-she-wish (Gun Lake) Band of 
Pottawatomi and Nottawaseppi Huron 
Band of Potawatomi as a consortium 
to identify and service all the Native 
American students in the three tribes’ 
service areas. 

Enrichment Program Expansion 
of Services 

Due to overwhelming success, the 
Department of Education will be 
expanding our Enrichment Program 
from 5-1 2th grade to Kindergarten to 
12th grade. 

The goal of the Enrichment program 
is to provide the opportunity for 
Pokagon youth anywhere in the United 
States to participate in an Enrichment 
program, such as band camps, art camps, 

Please turn to page four 


Pokegnek Yajdanawa 


Pokegnek Yajdanawa is the monthly voice of Pokegnek 
Bodewadmik, the Pokagon Band of the Potawatomi. 

Citizens are encouraged to submit original letters, stories, 
pictures, poetry and announcements for publication in 
Pokegnek Yajdanawa. Submissions are subject to the established 
guidelines. 


The deadline for citizen submissions for the newsletter is always 
the fourteenth of each month. Please send items for publication to: 

Pokegnek Yajdanawa 
Box 180 

Dowagiac, MI 49047 

Pokagon . N ewsletter@PokagonBand-nsn . gov 
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New Pokagon Tribal Police Officer Puts on Badge 



Richard Newcomer stepped 
into the Administration 
building on December 8 yet 
another time. He was familiar 
with the grand rotunda and the 
people working inside, but on 
that Monday, he entered as an 
employee of the Pokagon Band 
for the first time. 

Officer Newcomer is now a 
Tribal Police officer, currently 
in Tribal Police’s FPO program 
as part of his four months of training. He graduated from the police academy at 
Kalamazoo Valley Community College on November 24 and accepted a job with 
the Band. 


(L-R) Jason Wesaw, Officer Richard Newcomer, 
Sgt. Ben Graves and Lt. Rich Killips 


“That was the one application I filled out,” Newcomer said. “I was pretty much 
determined.” 

He’s wanted to work for the band for about as long as he’s wanted to work in 
law enforcement, his junior year of high school. His senior year, he took his first 
off campus class and interned with the Tribal Police Department. He interned two 
more years and was able to really see what working in the department would be 
like. 

He kept daily logs of what happened, assisted the officers in any way he could, 
and as a result, got to know all of the officers. 

“It’s kind of felt like I’ve been a part of them for a while,” Newcomer said. 

He was impressed with the officers’ three-county jurisdiction and the 
collaboration that resulted between officers from those counties. Tribal Police have 


a close relationship with the Cass County officers, Newcomer said. Newcomer also 
likes the freedom the cross-county jurisdiction offers. 

“You aren’t just stuck in one city,” he said, “driving around in circles.” 

Newcomer is still learning from his fellow officers, being schooled on how to 
react in myriad situations. In police academy, he learned much of this, too. He also 
had physical training such as running, teamwork exercises, shooting and law classes. 

“Being new, I want to receive every single call I can, so when I’m on my own, I’ll 
know what to do,” Newcomer said. 

After his training, Newcomer hopes to be stationed in Hartford because there 
seems to be more activity there, he believes. 

Most of all, Newcomer wants to work for his own people and give back to the 
community that has always been there for him and that he’s been involved with for 
a long time. As a youth, he attended Senior Youth Council meetings and helped 
plan Christmas and Easter parties. 

He hopes to get to know the younger tribal members and garner a positive 
reputation in the community as an officer so people will know, if they ever need 
help, he’s there for them. 

“People are not that trustworthy of police these days, it seems like, but I don’t 
want people to think that way,” he said, about himself and the rest of the Tribal 
Police officers. 

Newcomer aspires to becoming a sergeant one day, and he plans to retire from 
the Tribal Police Department, but not for a while. Look for Newcomer in a Tribal 
Police vehicle soon. 


Connie Baber Retiring from Education Department 

After five years with the Department of Education, I will be retiring on January 
29. It is with excitement yet sadness that I start this new chapter of my life. The 
excitement will be in having the time to travel and relax with my husband, and the 
sadness will be in leaving my co-workers and the citizens. 

When I first arrived the Department of Education was located in a small modular 
trailer and my first job duties were to help us move into the beautiful, newly-built 
Administration building. How quickly things changed in five years. 

I have enjoyed working with so many different families and watching their 
children grow. The tribe has made it possible to offer so many great programs to 
the citizens and everyone should be so proud of what has been accomplished. 

I have made many lifelong friends during my time with the Pokagon Band and 
hope to stop in from time to time just to stay in touch. 

Megwetch (Thank you), Connie Baber 



Wellness Center Hours and Memberships 

The Wellness Center opened December 1. Hours are 6:00 a.m. — 8:00 p.m. 

Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m — noon on Saturday and closed on Sunday. Please 
see Dean Orvis or any of the Wellness staff or call (269) 782-4141 to register for 
your membership or for more information. 



Smoke Signals 


January 29 I 6:00 pm 

Southwestern Michigan College 

Student Activity Center 

58900 Cherry Grove Rd, Dowagiac, Ml 49047 


One Story partner Southwestern Michigan College hosts a free showing of Sherman Alexie’s movie, 
Smoke Signals (PC-1 3), which is based on his book, The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfightin Heaven. 
Free refreshments will be served. Doors open at 6:00 pm and movie begins at 6:30 pm. 



One Story is a grass roots community-based program designed to build awareness of contemporary issues. One 
Story partners currently includeThe Pokagon Band of Potawatomi, Dowagiac Area History Museum, Dowagiac 
District Library, Dowagiac Dogwood Fine Arts Festival Committee, Dowagiac Union Schools, and Southwestern 
Michigan College. 

This year’s book selection is The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian by Sherman Alexie. Alexie is a Spokane/ 
Coeur d’Alene Indian who grew up in Wellpinit, Washington on the Spokane Indian Reservation. The novel is based 
on Alexie’s own experiences and utilizes words and pictures to tell the story of a young Indian boy who leaves his 
school on the reservation to attend an all-white school. The 201 5 One Story events are based on various themes 
explored in Alexie’s semi-autobiographical book. 

onestoryread.com 






Pokegnek Yajdanawa ^ Kche gises 201 5 


Dr. Moore Wins Award from American Public Health Association 


Patricia Moore, DPM, the podiatrist who sees patients at Pokagon Health Services, 
received the John and Janet Carson Award for Advocacy in Podiatric Public 
Health at the American Public Health Association’s conference in New Orleans 
in November. 

Dr. Moore has been heavily involved with the podiatric health section of the 
APHA, including serving as the section chair and a current action board member. 
The podiatric section of the APHA conducts grass roots lobbying and advocacy for 
podiatric issues within the scope of public health. The award recipient is voted on 
by other members of the section. 

“I have been a leader in the organization and in this section,” said Dr. Moore. 
“Podiatrists want to present our issues and our patients to the public health 
community, and have a seat at the table.” 


January is Cervical Cancer Awareness Month 

There are five main types of cancer that affect a womans 
reproductive organs: cervical, ovarian, uterine, vaginal, and 
vulvar. As a group, they are referred to as gynecologic (GY-neh- 
kuh-LAH-jik) cancer. 

When cancer starts in the cervix, it is called cervical cancer. 
Cervical cancer is highly preventable in most Western countries 
because screening tests and a vaccine to prevent human 
papillomavirus (HPV) infections are available. When cervical 
cancer is found early, it is highly treatable and associated with 
long survival and good quality of life. 

Two screening tests can help prevent cervical cancer or find 
it early: 

• The Pap test (or Pap smear) looks for precancers, cell changes on the cervix 
that might become cervical cancer if they are not treated appropriately. 

• The HPV test looks for the virus (human papillomavirus) that can cause 
these cell changes. 

The Pap test is recommended for all women between the ages of 21 and 65 years 
old, and can be done in a doctor's office or clinic. If you get the HPV test along 
with the Pap test, the cells collected during the Pap test will be tested for HPV at 
the laboratory. Talk with your doctor, nurse, or other health care professional about 
whether the HPV test is right for you. When you have a Pap test, the doctor may 
also perform a pelvic exam, checking your uterus, ovaries, and other organs to 
make sure there are no problems. There are times when your doctor may perform 
a pelvic exam without giving you a Pap test. Ask your doctor which tests you are 
having, if you are unsure. 

You should start getting regular Pap tests at age 21. The Pap test, which screens 
for cervical cancer, is one of the most reliable and effective cancer screening tests 
available. The only cancer for which the Pap test screens is cervical cancer. If your 
Pap test results are normal, your doctor may tell you that you can wait three years 
until your next Pap test. 

If you are 30 years old or older, you may choose to have an HPV test along with 
the Pap test. Both tests can be performed by your doctor at the same time. If your 
test results are normal, your chance of getting cervical cancer in the next few years 
is very low. Your doctor may then tell you that you can wait as long as five years for 
your next screening. But you should still go to the doctor regularly for a checkup. 

If you are 21—65 years old, it is important for you to continue getting a Pap test 
as directed by your doctor — even if you think you are too old to have a child or 
are not having sex anymore. If you are older than 65 and have had normal Pap test 
results for several years, or if you have had your cervix removed as part of a total 
hysterectomy for non-cancerous conditions, like fibroids, your doctor may tell you 
that you do not need to have a Pap test anymore. 

Please call Pokagon Health Services at (269) 782-4141 if you have any questions 
about women’s health. 


The APHA conference brings together some of the country’s top public health 
policy makers, including officials from the Center for Disease Control, the Center 
for Medicaid and Medicare Services and the office of the Surgeon General. At this 
conference public health experts come together for lectures, continuing education, 
networking, research, and lobbying. 

“We know that our patients suffer from chronic diseases and it’s important for 
podiatrists to speak out for our patients to get a share of the resources.” 

One of the main objectives of podiatrists is to prevent amputations. 

Dr. Moore also has served as mayor and city commissioner for Buchanan, 
Michigan during the past ten years. 


Education Department Program Changes, continued 
from page two 

science camps, sports camps, career camps, Workshop, Pre-College classes, summer 
school, conferences, Life Skills programs, such as Drivers Training, music lessons, 
musical instruments, etc. Contact Connie Baber for more information. 

Citizen Portal Implementation 

Starting in mid-February, we will be going “Live” with our Pokagon portal! 
Students will have the opportunity to apply and update scholarship applications 
on-line. Students will be able to electronically send the yearly application, book 
stipend, unmet needs, class schedule, and grades. This will make the scholarship 
process more manageable and make the confirmation and scholarship processing 
much faster. Look for the Citizen Portal and complete your 2015 application 
scholarship on line!! Contact Joseph Avance for more information. 

College Preparatory Workshops 

The Continuing Education Program will be offering the following workshops. 

• College Prep Workshop# 1: The purpose of this event is to educate parents to the 
importance of meeting deadlines for testing and college applications. 

• College Prep Workshop #2: The purpose of this event is to help students 
and parents understand the costs and differences between choosing to attend 
community colleges, state colleges and state universities. 

• College Prep Workshop#3: The purpose of this event is to address three main 
criteria: One is to introduce new students and parents to college campus life 
and the admission process, the second type of visit is for academic advising 
of students who are currently attending school, and the third type of visit is 
to build relationships with organizations on college campus to insure student 
success. 

• College Prep Workshop #4: The purpose of this event is to assist higher 
education students who plan to attend college. The program gives a second 
chance for students to complete their Higher Education Scholarship. 

Vocational - Technical Scholarship Increase 

The Department of Education is proud to announce that we will be increasing our 
Vocational-Technical Scholarship from $2000/year to $4000/ year. 

The goal of the Vocational -Technical Scholarship is to provide guidance and 
support to tribal Citizens obtaining Vocational - Technical Training and assistance 
with FAFSA application is provided if requested. Contact Joseph Avance for more 
information. 

Technology Stipend Modification 

The Department of Education has redesigned the Technology Assistance Stipend to 
better fit citizen needs. The Technology Assistance Program is now only offered to 
Pokagon Band citizens in our Dual Enrollment Program. Contact Polly Mitchell 
for more information. 

Elders Services Workshops 

The purpose of the Elder Services Program is to develop positive educational 
experiences to Pokagon Elders 55+ years of age. In addition to collaborating on 
several different projects, the Elders Services Program will be offering workshops 
on Online Library and e-books, Tribal Perspectives Curriculum, Personal 
Development with Technology and Introduction to Social Media. 
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January is National Eye Health Care Month 

Eye problems can occur at any age. Newborns and elders are two groups that can 
often be affected. 

Problems can go undetected in children, and many vision problems begin at an 
early age. But if they are discovered quickly, action can be taken to correct those 
problems. Eye issues are a lot easier to correct in the young when found early, so 
it is important to bring in your children in for routine eye exams. Common eye 
problems are nearsightedness, crossed eyes (also called strabismus) or astigmatism, 
and amblyopia, also called lazy eye. 

Even if you think you or your children don’t have eye trouble, it is a good idea to 
have an eye exam. Eye exams look at your overall health, not just diseases of the eye. 
Diabetes, heart disease, high blood pressure, and high cholesterol are all diseases that 
eye care specialists can detect from an eye exam. Citizens of all ages should receive 
eye exams every other year unless the eye doctor needs to see them more often. 

Citizens with an optical prescription can get a free standard, pair of glasses. They 
do not need to be established with the Pokagon Clinic. The citizen is responsible 
for any extra costs. If they are requesting an optical exam, please call a Referral 
Specialist at (269) 782-4141. This program is open for spouses of citizens with a 
prescription for glasses, but they will have to pay the full cost of the glasses through 
the PHS optical program, which is cheaper than outside optical programs. Please 
contact Amanda Kedik, Optical Specialist, at (269) 462-4208 with questions. 

Pokagon citizens who are eligible for Purchased/Referred Care can contact a 
Referral Specialist at (269) 782-4141 to be referred for a routine eye exam. PHS 
can refer to RX Optical or Smoke Vision in Dowagiac.You can also contact one 
of our PHS providers with questions or concerns. Just call the Clinic and the 
receptionist can connect you. 



DEPARTMENT OF LANGUAGE & CULTURE 

Snow Snake Workshop 

January 4, 201 5 

1 :00 pm-5pm 

Language & Culture offices 

58653 Sink Road 
Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

Join Kevin Finney for a hands on workshop making snow snakes. The class is 
open. Please bring your family for a day of learning and community. 

For more information, call Language & Culture at (269) 462-4325 
or nicole.holloway@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 








CYANKOBJECEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 


POKAGON.COM 


Signs and Symptoms 


Frequent blinking 

Eye lash loss 

Watery Eyes 

Eyes are different colors 

Blurry Vision 

Floater in vision 

Red Eyes and Blood Shot Eyes 

Light Sensitivity 

Itchy Eyes 

Grittiness 

Bulging eyes 

Halos around lights 

Bump on eye 

Lazy Eye 

Bump on eye lid 

Night Vision Problems 

Burning sensation 

Pain in eyes 

Cloudy Vision, double vision, or a 

Pupils enlarged or small 

change in vision 

Pupil white 

Crusty Eye Lids or a discharge from 

Spots on eyes 

the eyes 

Sticky eyes 

Crossed Eyes 

Tunnel vision 

Droopy eye lids 

Vision loss 

Dry Eyes 

Yellow eyes 



For more information, please contact Nicole Holloway at (269) 462-4325 or 
nicole.holloway@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Department of Language & Culture 


South Bend Drum Class 

3733 Locust Road 
South Bend, IN 46614 

6:00 pm-8:00 pm 

2015 

January 7 March 4 

February 4 April 1 


Dowagiac Drum Class 

Department of Language and Culture 
586853 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

6:00 pm-8:00 pm 

2015 

January 1 4 March 1 1 

February 1 1 April 8 


CYANKOBJECEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 


ilSii 

POKAGON.COM 
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Pokagon DNR Monitors and Tests Tribal Waterways 

On one of the first snowy days of the season the Pokagon Department of Natural 
Resources ventured out and performed water quality and fish sampling in several 
streams on tribal properties. The DNR crew spent the entire day sampling, a 
project which is funded through the EPA Clean Water Act grant within the DNR. 
Sampling the fish determines the quality of habitat that is available within the 
streams. The fish were captured using an electro fishing method, they were then 
identified to species, measured for length and weighed. The electrofishing method 



temporarily slows the fish so that they are able to be captured in a net, then after 
measurements, the fish are returned to the same waters from which they came. 
The most interesting aspect of the day was when DNR crew members were able 
to identify young of the year trout while sampling, indicating that the trout are 
reproducing naturally in the stream. 



Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
ELDERS SNOW REMOVAL MONETARY REQUEST 

This program reimburses Pokagon elders anywhere in the U.S. for residential snow 
removal services. You are responsible for finding your own service provider. This 
program does not cover shoveling or snowblowing, or elders living at the Pokegnek 
Edawat village or complexes where this service is already provided for you. This is for 
residences, not businesses. Call Elders Hall at (800) 859-2717 or (269) 783-6102 with 
questions. 


Name: 

City: 

Phone Number: 


Current Address: 

_ State & ZIP Code: 

Tribal ID#: 


Name: 

City: 

Phone Number: 


SNOW REMOVAL SERVICE PROVIDER INFORMATION 

Current Address: 

State & ZIP code: 

Business Name: 


Please complete the above application and send it, along with your service provider’s 
invoice or receipt, to Elders Council P.0 Box 180, Dowagiac, Michigan 49047. No hand 
written, unofficial receipts will be accepted. 


Signature of Applicant: Date: 

By signing, I agree that all information provided on this form to be true and correct. I verify that I 
am the head of household of this residence. I understand this request is limited to up to $25 per 
request, and that I am responsible for any amount greater than $25. I understand that the 
request is limited to $150 one time use throughout winter 2015. 



To download a PDF of this application, visit pokagon.com/citizens/ 
milestones/55-and-over 



Open Comment Period 
December 8 - January 1 2, 201 5 


The Pokagon Band Department of Natural Resources is seeking public comment 
regarding the Hunting and Gathering Rules and Regulations brought before Tribal 
Council on November 24. The open comment period will begin December 8 and 
continue through January 1 2, 201 5. 

The DNR will provide printed copies of the Regulations, the Hunting and Gathering 
Code and associated maps at the Administrative Building, the DNR office, and the 
Tribal Police Department. Citizens can access the Regulations, Code and maps via the 
Band’s website at www.pokagon.com/government/departments/natural-resources. 

Only Pokagon citizens may submit written comments regarding the Hunting and 
Gathering Rules and Regulations. 

HOW TO SUBMIT COMMENTS 

Written comments may be delivered in person to the Department of Natural 
Resources at 32142 Edwards Street, Dowagiac, Ml 49047. 

Faxed comments may be sent to (269) 782-1817. 

E-mailed comments may be sent to Jennifer.Kanine@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


In order to be considered, written comments must be received by 5:00 
p.m. on January 1 2, 201 5. For more information, please call the DNR 
office at (269) 782-9602. 


CYANKOBJECEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 

oo© 

POKACON.COM 
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Elders First Quarter Workshops Scheduled for 2015 

The New Year has just gotten brighter for the Elders Program in the Department 
of Education. We are proud to host these learning opportunities throughout the 
year. The first set of workshops will concentrate on Social Media and explore 
such channels as Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. The workshops have been 
planned to coincide with the Monthly Elder Business Meetings and will take place 
immediately following the meeting. Please plan on joining the workshop and 
explore all the possibilities Social Media can provide. 

Intro to Social Media 

January 8 Community Center, 3:00-4:00 p.m. 

February 5 Community Center, 3:00-4:00 p.m. 

March 5 Community Center, 3:00-4:00 p.m. 


Firewood Gathering Info Available at DNR 

The Department of Natural Resources Firewood Program that distributed cut 
wood to citizens has ended. There is still much downed wood on tribal land, and if 
you are interested, we are more than happy to direct you to easily accessible areas 
to gather wood for your use. For more information contact your DNR office at 
(269) 782-9602. 


Pokagon Health Services Enacts No Show Policy 

A “No Show” occurs when a patient with an appointment at Pokagon Health 
Services fails to present for an appointment within 15 minutes after the 
appointment time, unless the patient cancelled the appointment at least 24 hours 
prior to the appointment time. This policy aims to deter No Shows, ensuring 
that appointments are available for other patients. 

Health Services uses advance appointments as the primary means of scheduling 
patient visits. Accordingly, any patient who No Shows must reschedule the 
appointment. 

Any patient with three No Shows will be placed on same-day call status for 
a period of six months. Any patient on same-day call status will not be eligible 
to schedule appointments in advance, but rather, must call in for same day care, 
subject to appointment availability. 

At the end of the six month same-day call status period, a patient will be 
eligible to schedule appointments in advance, and the number of No Shows for 
the patient will be reset to zero. Although Health Services will continue to call 
and confirm appointments with patients two days prior to each appointment, 
patients are solely responsible for arriving on-time for all appointments. 

A copy of the policy is available here: www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
government/health-services/clinical-services-and-programs/clinic 



DEPARTMENT OF LANGUAGE & CULTURE 



MONDAV-FRIDAV* 

9:00 AM-4:OQ PM** 

LANGUAGE & CULTURE OFFICE 

58653 Sink Road 
Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

Language £r Culture is offering a Make + Take Craft Workshop for tribal citizens and family 
members to learn or hone craft skills like, but not limited to, beading, regalia design, making 
or repair. 

The workshop is open Monday-Friday (*weekends by appointment), 9:00 am-4:00 pm 
or **additional times by appointment. 

For more information or to schedule an appointment, call (269) 462-4325. gyankobjege 


STAY CONNECTED 
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Sunday, January 18 
1:00 pm 


Triday, January 23 
10:00 am 


The Department of Social Services is hosting a One Stroke 
painting workshop with tribal artist Angie Rice. 

What is One Stroke? 

One Stroke painting allows the artist to “load” a single paintbrush with 
multiple colors, giving the work of art a more lively and shaded effect with 
just a single stroke! 

This program is for women only and spaces are extremely limited, so 
contact Casey Kasper to RSVP today at (269) 462-4324 or 
casey.kasper@pokagonband-nsn.gov for questions regarding the location. 


College Prep Workshop I January 1 7 

This workshop is to educate parents whose 11th and 12th grade students are 
planning to attend college during the 2015 academic year. This workshop will 
focus on the importance of meeting deadlines for testing, FAFSA and college 
applications. In addition, parents can discuss the costs and differences between 


attending community colleges, state colleges and state universities. This Higher 
Education workshop will be held January 17 at the Department of Education 
Conference Room. If you have any questions please feel free to contact Polly 
Mitchell at (269) 462-4294. 
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Ne'me gizhek SUNDAY 

Ngot gizhek MONDAY 

Nizh gizhek TUESDAY 

Apta gizhek \ 





4 

L&C Snow Snake Workshop 

5 

L&C Elders Language Class ( 1 2) 
Auricular Acupuncture 

Yoga 

Zumba 

L&C Gun Lake Adult Language Class 

6 

Lean Lunch 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

L&C Youth After School Program 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class ( 1 0) 
L&C Class Early Start Language ( 1 2) 

Zumba 

L&C Hartford Lar 

L&C South Bend Me 
Drumming 

L&C Gun Lake You 

11 

L&C Regalia 101 Class 

12 

L&C Elders Language Class ( 1 ) 
Auricular Acupuncture 

Yoga 

Zumba 

L&C Gun Lake Adult Language Class 

13 

Lean Lunch 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

L&C Youth After School Program 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class (II) 
L&C Early Start Language Class ( 1 ) 

Blood Drive 

Zumba 

L&C Hartford Lar 

L&C Gun Lake You 
L&C Dowagaic Men: 

18 

SS One Stroke Painting Workshop 

19 

Offices closed in observance of 
Martin Luther King, Jr Day 

20 

Lean Lunch 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

L&C Youth After School Program 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class ( 1 2) 
L&C Early Start Language Class (2) 

Zumba 

L&C Hartford Lar 

L&C Gun Lake You 

25 

L&C Regalia 101 Class 

26 

L&C Elders Language Class (3) 
Auricular Acupuncture 

Yoga 

Zumba 

L&C Gun Lake Adult Language Class 

27 

Lean Lunch 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

L&C Youth After School Program 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class ( 1 ) 

L&C Early Start Language Class (3) 

Zumba 

L&C Hartford Lar 

L&C Gun Lake You 





anuary 201 5 


A/EDNESDAY 

Nyewgizhek THURSDAY 

Nyano gizhek FRIDAY 

Odanke gizhek SATURDAY 


Pokagon Bodewadmik Ogitchedaw 
Veterans meeting 

Lean Lunch 

L&C South Bend Language Class (9) 

2 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

3 

L&C Youth Lock-in 

L&C Moccasin-making Workshop 

7 

iguage Class (10) 

;ns & Boys 

th Language Class 

8 

Lean Lunch 

L&C South Bend Language Class ( 1 0) 

EDU Elders Intro to Social Media 
Workshop 

Mishkowze: Optical & Cervical 

9 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

10 

Tribal Council Meeting 

Pokagon Bodewadmik Ogitchedaw 
Veterans meeting 

14 

iguage Class (II) 
ith Language Class 
s & Boys Drumming 

15 

Lean Lunch 

L&C South Bend Language Class (II) 

16 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

The Circle, Healing and Native 
Justice 

17 

The Circle, Healing and Native 

Justice 

EDU College Prep Workshop 

21 

iguage Class (12) 
ith Language Class 

22 

Lean Lunch 

L&C South Bend Language Class ( 1 2) 

23 

SS One Stroke Painting Workshop 
Red Road to Recovery Group 

24 

28 

iguage Class ( 1 ) 
ith Language Class 

29 

Lean Lunch 

L&C South Bend Language Class ( 1 ) 
One Story Movie Showing 

30 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

31 


Please visit www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov/calendar or call (800) 517-0777 for more details on these events. 
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What to Know Before You File 2014 Tax Returns 



Are you a Resident Tribal Member? 

If you are an enrolled citizen of the Pokagon Band of 
Potawatomi and you live in the tribe’s Tax Agreement 
Area defined in the State Tax Agreement between 
the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians and the 
State of Michigan, then please fill a Resident Tribal 
Member (RTM) Application to see if you are eligible 
to start receiving certain Michigan tax exemptions . 
The Tax Agreement Overview, maps, and application 
are available online here: www.pokagonband-nsn. 
gov/ government/ departments/ finance/ michigan-tax- 
agreement-benefits. After review of your application, 
you will be notified of your eligibility status. 

If you have any questions regarding the tax 
agreement or your RTM status or benefits, please call 
Julie Rodriguez at (269) 462-4210 or e-mail her at 
Julie.Rodriguez@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


If you are a Resident Tribal Member 

On Line 20 of Schedule 1, Page 2 of the State of 
Michigan 1040 Form is the RTM exemption under 
a state/ tribal tax agreement. Not all Pokagon citizens 
are automatically qualified for this tax exemption. 

The Pokagon citizens qualified to claim these tax 
exemptions are those who are Resident Tribal 
Members (RTMs). RTMs are only those Pokagon 
citizens who live in the designated tax agreement areas 
and are on the registered list that the Pokagon Band 
Department of Finance sends to the State of Michigan. 

If a Pokagon citizen is unsure of whether he or 
she qualifies for this tax exemption, please contact 
Julie Rodriguez at (269) 462-4210 in the Finance 
Department. 

If you are a qualified RTM you will receive a 
package in January 2015 pertaining to filing taxes for 
2014 from the Pokagon Band Finance Department. 

Please make sure and know your status before you 
file your income taxes. 


Avoid a health care tax penalty: tribal citizens 
are not automatically exempt. 

The Affordable Care Act includes a tax penalty to all 
those who do not have health insurance. However, 
Native Americans can apply for the Indian Status 
Exemption. If you don’t fill out the form to prove that 
you are native, you could face a penalty of up to $695 
per adult and $347 per child each year when filing 
your taxes. 

• You are exempt for life when you file this form. 

• Elders who have Medicare A or Veterans benefits 
do not have to fill out the Indian Exemption form. 
Elders who are under 65-years-old and uninsured 
should file this form. 

• You can still buy insurance on the Health 
Insurance Marketplace if you file this form. 

Pokagon Health Services can help you file for the 
Indian Status Exemption. You can pick up the Indian 
Status Exempt form at Pokagon Health Services. Staff 
will make a copy of your tribal ID card and mail it, 
and your completed form, for you. If you have any 
questions or need help filling out the form, please 
contact Pokagon Health Services at (269) 782-4141. 


Student Rental Deadline Approaching 



All students going back to school 
this upcoming semester must 
turn in all documentation to the 
Pokagon Band Housing Band no 
later than Friday, February 13, 2015 


Can’t Get to Elders Council Business Meetings? 
Participate Via Webcast 

Business meetings are held the first Thursday of every month at the Community 
Center in Dowagiac. For your convenience the meetings are now broadcast on 
the internet to listen in on what is going on with the Elders. If you are able to 
take advantage of this — please do! — Elders business meetings are called to order at 
11:00 a.m. Visit the Pokagon website to access the webcasting: www.pokagonband- 
nsn. gov/ citizens/web-casting. Any questions, please call Stanley Morseau, Elders 
Chairman, (269) 783-6828. 

Don’t forget our social lunches held every third Thursday of the month. On these 
days we may have holiday parties, special events, or games. Every weekday a hot 
lunch is served at the Elders Hall. You are welcome to come to meet new elders 
you may not know or visit your friends. 


Riddle 

Last month’s riddle winner is Linda Laraway who answered, “Why is Rudolph so 
good at playing trivia?” The answer was “He nose a lot.” 

Lake Serba has also won a gift card for his riddle being selected. Check it out. 

What do you get from sitting on the ice too long? 

Mail in your correct answer or e-mail it to susan.doyle@pokagonband-nsn.gov 
and you will be entered in a drawing to win a gift card. Another way to win is to 
mail or e-mail your own riddle and the person whose riddle is selected for the 
next newsletter will win a gift card. 


Dental Program Opening January 1 3 at Pokagon 
Health Services 


Beginning January 13 Pokagon Health 
Services will open its dental program 
for Pokagon citizens and citizens 
of any federally-recognized tribes. 
Appointments will be offered Mondays, 
Tuesdays, and Wednesdays 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Thursdays 10 a.m.-7 p.m. and Fridays 8 
a.m.-2 p.m. 

The new dental suite features five 
dental chairs. This means Health 
Services will be able to provide high 
quality direct dental care including 
cleanings, periodontal treatment, fillings 
(both amalgam and composite), root 
canals, crowns, bridges, dentures/partials, 
and extractions. The facility will use 
the latest in such technology as 3-D 
Panorex x-rays, which show a more 
accurate comprehensive picture of oral 
and maxo-facial conditions, a carries 
detector, and an inter-oral x-ray. 

The dental staff at PHS includes 
Tricia Rader, dental registration, Skylar 
Herman and Jennifer Edelberg, dental 
assistants, Tracey Crosno and Ginny 
Rice, dental hygienists, and Dr. Seth 
Griffin, dentist. 


Currently, if you're a Pokagon citizen 
or a citizen of a federally-recognized 
tribe, you can receive dental services. 
Also as of January 13, any dental 
referrals for specialty dental care must 
come from a PHS dentist. 

All direct dental services will be free 
for Pokagon citizens and all members 
of federally-recognized tribes, as part of 
the Indian Health Services guidelines. 
There will be no co-pay, nor limits on 
direct services that PHS can provide in 
the Health Center. 

A person’s oral health is often an 
indicator of other systemic health 
problems, so staying current with dental 
care keeps people healthier. Visiting 
the dentist for regular cleanings, x-rays, 
and checkups is an important step 
in preventing major health problems. 
Having dental care at the Health Center 
will improve collaboration between 
dentists and primary care providers 
in the Clinic, and truly offer the 
integrated care and holistic approach 
to wellness that is the goal of Pokagon 
Health Services. 


Share Your Story for Womens History Month 

To celebrate Women's History Month in March, Marchell Wesaw would like to 
collect historical stories of Pokagon women's leadership and courage. If you have 
a story or photo to share about a Pokagon woman, or if you would like to help 
with the project, please contact Marchell at mhell3wesaw@hotmail.com or at 
(574) 339-4648. 
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Mishkowze | Be strong. Dowell. 

Join the staff at Pokagon Health Services to better understand your health, take 
steps to improve your wellness, and support others in their efforts. We'll meet at 


January 8 

Eye Health 

Cervical Health Awareness 

February 12 

American Heart Awareness 
Dental Health 

March 12 

Colorectal Cancer Awareness 
Nutrition Month 

April 9 

Alcoholism Awareness 
Every Kid Healthy 
National Addictions 


May 14 

American Stroke Awareness 
Sports Fitness 

National Blood Pressure Awareness 
Women’s Health Care Month 

June 11 

Men’s Health Awareness 
National Cancer Survivors 

July 9 

UV Safety 


5 p.m. on the second Thursday of each month at the Pokagon Health Center to 
hear from experts on health topics of the month, to share a meal and to give prizes. 


November 12 

Diabetes Awareness 
Smoke Out Awareness 
Lung Cancer Awareness 

December 10 

Drunk & Drugged Driving Month 

October 8 

Breast Cancer Awareness 
Mammograms 

Red Ribbon Week (Oct. 23-31) 

Mental Health Awareness 
Domestic Violence Awareness 


August 13 

Immunization Awareness 

Ovarian Cancer Awareness 

National Suicide & Prevention Awareness 

September 10 

National Childhood Obesity Month 


Medicare Part B Information for Elders 

If you wish to be reimbursed for Medicare Part B, please send Beth Warner, 
Elders Specialist, a copy of your Social Security Statement. Statements can be 
mailed to: 

Elders Program 
PO Box 180 
Dowagiac MI 49047 

Or they can be faxed to (269) 782-1696. If you have any further questions, 
feel free to contact Beth Warner at (269) 782-0765. 



JANUARY 24, 2015 
10:00 AM-NOON 
COMMUNITY CENTER 

27043 Potawato mi Trail 
Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

Join Language & Culture for a pancake breakfast to discuss the needs 
for the gwi zisbakwtokemen | we will make sugar season. This event is 
open to anyone interested in the upcoming sugar season 

For more information, contact Patty Jo Kublick at (269) 462-4303 
or pattyjo.kublick@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 

o 

POKACON.COM 


Elders Reading Program Launching 

At the December 4 Elders Business Meeting, the Department of Education 
presented information on the Elders Reading Program, which will use Kindle 
Fire HDs.The presentation demonstrated this technology so Elders will feel 
comfortable with this device. 

The first Elders Reading Program meeting will be April 15 from 4:00—5:15 p.m. 
at the Silver Creek Event Center, Four Winds New Buffalo. The Pokagon Band 
Department of Education will also be hosting the Michigan Tribal Education 
Directors Association (MTED) Conference during that time. 

Registration for the Program and the Kindle Fires is necessary to receive the 
devices at the workshop. The registration will be announced soon and leave plenty 
of time to register. 



Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Department of Language & Culture 
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Idle school to high school are invited to participate in Lan 
School program. Get assistance with homework, if needed, play video 
jral outdoor activities and crafts in a fun and safe environment 
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Tor more information, please contact Daniel Stohrer at (269) 4 
ordaniel.stohrer@pokagonband-nsn.gov 
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Updated Contact Information Needed for Efficient 
Communications 

To maintain effective communications, it is critical that citizens keep their 
addresses — and those of their children — updated. Many addresses currently 
in our system are out of date or undeliverable. If you move, please let the 
enrollment office know as soon as possible, and have your and your dependent’s 
address updated. If your bank account is closed, we mail a live check to you 
in the next Per Capita check run. If your address is undeliverable, you will not 
receive this check until you have updated your address. 

Contact enrollment coordinator Beth Edelberg at (888)782-1001 to change 
your address. 


Per Capita News 

The Enrollment Office needs the following individuals to update their addresses so 
that these payments can be mailed. If there is an X in the column(s) by your name, 
you have either a Christmas check and /or per capita payments due to you. Please 
contact Beth Edelberg in the Enrollment Office at (269) 782-1763 or Deidre 
Ecker in the Finance Department at (269) 462-4209. 




Christmas 


Enrollment 

# 

Name 

2009 

2010 

2011 

2012 

2013 

Monthly 

Per Cap 

83 

John Dylan Watson 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


202 

Jeffrey Morseau 





X 

X 

406 

Michael Lynn Hewitt 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

857 

Peter John Ramirez 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


1446 

Bobby Marcus Haynes 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


1986 

Cristian M Cobb 



X 

X 

X 

X 

4227 

Scott Brewer Jr 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

4442 

Mason Tyler Currey 





X 



Please note - you must have a deliverable address on file. 


Attention 1 8- to 20-Yea r-Olds I Per Capita Information 

Attention all high school seniors who are graduating from high school or 
individuals who may be completing their G.E.D. If you are at least 18 years old 
and have achieved either of these you are now eligible to receive your monthly per 
capita checks. All you have to do is send a copy to the Enrollment office. You may 
either mail or fax this. The address to mail to is: 

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Attn: Enrollment Office 
PO Box 180 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 
OR fax to: (269) 782-1964 

The document must be received by January 15 in order to make it on the 
February 2015 check run. Anything received after January 15 will be processed on 
the check run for March 2015. If you have any questions please call the direct per 
capita phone line at (269) 462-4209 or (269) 462-4200 or toll free 
(800) 517-0777. 


Per Capita Important Dates 


Deadline to receive 
Changes/updates/additions 
Received by 

Finance Department 

Checks mailed out on 

Check date 

Direct deposits in accounts 

Friday, December 5,2014 

Thursday, December 1 8, 20 1 4 

Friday, December 19,2014 

Thursday, January 15,2015 

Thursday, January 29, 2015 

Friday, January 31, 2015 

Friday, February 13,2015 

Thursday, February 26, 2015 

Friday, February 28, 2015 

Friday, March 13,2015 

Monday, March 30 2015 

Friday, March 28, 2015 

Wednesday, April 15,2015 

Wednesday, April 29, 2015 

Thursday, April 30, 2015 

Friday, May 15,2015 

Thursday, May 28, 2015 

Friday, May 30, 2015 

Monday, June 15,2015 

Monday, June 29, 2015 

Tuesday, June 27, 2015 

Wednesday, July 15,2015 

Thursday, July 30, 2015 

Friday, July 31,2015 

Friday, August 14,2015 

Thursday, August 27, 2015 

Friday, August 29, 2015 

Tuesday, September 15,2015 

Tuesday, September 29, 2015 

Wednesday, September 30, 2015 

Thursday, October 15,2015 

Thursday, October 29, 2015 

Friday, October 31, 2015 

Monday, November 2, 20 1 5* 

Tuesday, November 24, 20 1 5 

Wed, November 26, 20 1 5 


* Please note that the deadline to receive changes for December 2014 is December 5. In 2015, the 
November deadline for changes is November 2. This is due to time limitations on all the events that 
occur at this time of the year. 


Per Capita Direct Deposit & Tax Withholding Forms 

For those tribal citizens receiving per capita checks in the mail and who do not 
have direct deposit, enclosed with your check you will find a direct deposit and a 
tax withholding form. These will be included with your check every month until 
we achieve 100% direct deposits. 

The tribe is currently having mandatory direct deposit for per capita checks. In 
the case of individuals not being able to set up a bank account, the tribe is offering 
a cash card on which the per capita checks will be loaded onto every month. We 
are making efforts to give everyone a chance to set up a bank account of your 
choice and on your own. 

As always, the tax withholding form is not mandatory although highly suggested 
as per capita payments are subject to federal and state taxes. The tribe only 
withholds federal taxes with a completed form, state taxes are the responsibility of 
the citizen. 

If you have any questions, please call the direct per capita phone line at 
(269) 462-4209 or (269) 462-4200 or toll free (800) 517-0777. The per capita 
phone line and my extension both have lengthy messages listing various per capita 
information. Please leave a message and I will return your call as soon as possible. 
Both of the above stated forms are available online at www.Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Once you turn in a direct deposit form and as long as I receive it by the 15th of 
the month, the information will be entered into the system and the first month is 
always a test run to the bank, so the check will still be mailed to you. The following 
month, as long as I do not receive any errors from the bank, will be direct deposit. 
As earlier stated, you will continue to receive the two forms in with your checks 
every month. If you have completed a form, no need to fill out another one. 



Pokagon Band Youth Council 

Crazy Amazing Coat (Hats + Scarves + Gloves) Sale 

Language & Culture Office I 58653 Sink Road, Dowagaic 
Monday-Friday 9:00 am-4:00 pm | Various weekend hours TBA 

Youth Council is selling a variety of winter outerwear (subject to availability) in a wide selection of men's and 
women's adult sizes. First come, first serve. Prices start at $5.00. One per person and you must be present to 
make a purchase. Coats will not be delivered. Contact L&C for more information at (269) 462-4325. 
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The Court has approved the publication of this Notice because there is no valid 
address. 

POKAGON BAND OF POTAWATOMI INDIANS 
TRIBAL COURT 
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
CASE NO. 14-3009-PCDCS 
58620 Sink Rd., P.O. Box 355, Dowagiac, MI 49047 
Phone (269) 783-0505 Fax (269) 783-0519 

NOTICE OF 

(1) ORDER TO STAY DISTRIBUTIONS OF PER CAPITA 

PAYMENTS; AND 

(2) PETITION/AFFIDAVIT TO WITHHOLD PER CAPITA 
PAYMENTS FOR DELINQUENT CHILD SUPPORT 


Tribal Council January Calendar of Events 

5 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

6 Gaming Authority Closed, Four Winds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 

1 0 Tribal Council Meeting, Community Center, 1 0 a.m. 

1 2 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

1 3 Gaming Authority Closed, Four Winds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 

1 9 Offices closed in observance of Martin Luther King Jr Day 

20 Gaming Authority Closed, Four Winds Hartford, 10 a.m. 

26 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

27 Gaming Authority Closed, Four Winds Hartford, 10 a.m. 

Please check the website, www.pokagonband-nsn.gov, or call (888)782-2426 
before attending to confirm that a meeting has not been cancelled. 


To: Michael Anthony Sisk 
Respondent’s Name 

1. Notice is hereby given that a Petition / Affidavit to Withhold Per Capita Payments 
for Delinquent Child Support was filed with the Tribal Court on November 19, 
2014. 

2. Tribal law mandates that all, or an appropriate portion of per capita payments 
due to an enrolled member of the Pokagon Band who is eligible for the per 
capita distributions, shall be directed so as to satisfy delinquent court ordered 
child support. See Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians Gaming Revenue 
Allocation Plan. 

3. Obligations for child support are presumed to be valid unless shown otherwise. 
See 28 USC § 1738B, Full Faith and Credit for Child Support Orders Act. 

4. An Order to Stay Distributions of Per Capita Payments has been entered by the 
Court against your payments and may not be lifted until further order of this 
Court. The Order to Stay Distributions of Per Capita Payments has been served on 
the Revenue Allocation Plan Administrator who is responsible for distributions 
of per capita payments. 

5. An Order to Withhold and Redirect Per Capita Payments for Delinquent Child 
Support shall be entered by this Court within fourteen (14) days of the 
date of publication of this Notice unless you file an objection to the: 

a. RECOGNITION of the foreign court order based on the grounds 
listed in Paragraph 6; or 

b. ENFORCEMENT of the foreign court order based on the 
grounds listed in Paragraph 7. 

6. You may file (a) written objection(s) to the recognition of the foreign court 
orders with the Court. Objections must be filed within the fourteen (14) day 
objection period and MUST demonstrate that the: 

a. foreign court lacked personal or subject matter jurisdiction; or 

b. foreign order was obtained by fraud, duress or coercion. 

7. Unless you file an objection to the enforcement of the foreign court orders, 
an Order to Withhold and Redirect Per Capita Payments for Delinquent Child 
Support will apply ALL of your per capita payments to satisfy the delinquent 
court-ordered child support in each case until such time as the delinquent 
child support obligations are satisfied, or until further order of this Court. 
Objections must be filed within the fourteen (14) day objection period and 
MUST demonstrate that: 

a. you do not owe a DELINQUENT child support obligation; or 

b. redirection of all of your per capita payments would create an 
EXTRAORDINARY UNDUE HARDSHIP to your health or general 
welfare. 

8. If you file a written objection based on any of the grounds listed above, a 
hearing will be scheduled. At the hearing, you will be required to establish 
grounds why the Order to Withhold and Redirect Per Capita Payments for 
Delinquent Child Support should not be granted by this Court. 


Tribal Council February Calendar of Events 

2 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

3 Gaming Authority Closed, Four Winds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 

9 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

1 0 Gaming Authority Closed, Four Winds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 

1 4 Tribal Council Meeting, Community Center, 1 0 a.m. 

1 6 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

1 7 Gaming Authority Closed, Four Winds Hartford, 1 0 a.m. 

23 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

24 Gaming Authority Closed, Four Winds New Buffalo, 10 a.m. 

Please check the website, www.pokagonband-nsn.gov, or call (888)782-2426 
before attending to confirm that a meeting has not been cancelled. 



January 3, 201 5 
1 :00 pm-5pm 
Language & Culture offices 

58653 Sink Road 
Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

Join instructor Frank Barker for a hands on workshop making 
pucker toe moccasins. The class is limited to 20 people, first come 
first serve, and you must register to participate. 

Register online at pokagon.com/form/moccasin-workshop 
or by calling or emailing Language & Culture at (269) 462-4325 
or nicole.holloway@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


CYANKOBJECEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 

POKAGON.COM 
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Tribal Office Directory 


Administration 
Information Technology 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

Toll Free (800) 5 1 7-0777 

FAX (269) 782-6882 

Commodities 
(269) 782-3372 
Toll Free (888) 281-1 I I I 
FAX (269) 782-7814 

Communications 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

Compliance 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

Chi Ishobak 

415 E Prairie Ronde Street 
(269) 783-4157 

Education and Training 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-0887 

Toll Free (888) 330-1234 

FAX (269) 782-0985 

Elders Program 
53237 Townhall Rd. 

(269) 782-0765 

Toll Free (800) 859-2717 

FAX (269) 782-1696 

Elections 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-9475 

Toll Free (888) 782-9475 

Enrollment 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-1763 
FAX (269) 782-1964 

Finance 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

Toll Free (800) 5 1 7-0777 

FAX (269) 782-1028 

Head Start 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 783-0026/ 

(866) 250-6573 
FAX (269) 782-9795 
Health Services / 

Behavioral Health 
57392 M 51 South 
(269) 782-4141 
Toll Free (888) 440-1234 
FAX (269) 782-8797 


Housing & Facilities 
27043 Potawatomi Trail 
(269) 783-0443 
FAX (269) 783-0452 

Human Resources 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 
FAX (269) 782-4253 

Language & Culture 
58653 Sink Rd. 

(269) 462-4325 

Mno-Bmadsen 
4 1 5 E. Prairie Ronde St. 
(269) 783-41 I I 

Natural Resources 
32142 Edwards St. 

(269) 782-9602 
FAX (269) 783-0452 

Social Services 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

Toll Free (800) 5 1 7-0777 

FAX (269) 782-4295 

South Bend Area Office 
3733 Locust Street 
South Bend, IN 46614 
(574) 282-2638 
Toll Free (800) 737-9223 
FAX (574) 282-2974 
(269) 782-8998 

Tribal Council 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-6323 

Toll Free (888) 376-9988 

FAX (269) 782-9625 

Tribal Court 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 783-0505/ 

FAX (269) 783-0519 

Tribal Police 
58155 M-5 1 South 
(269) 782-2232 
Toll Free (866) 399-0161 
FAX (269) 782-7988 


Tribal Council Directory 

(888) 376-9988 

Chairman 

John P. Warren 

(269)214-2610 

JohnWarren@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Vice-chairman 

Robert Moody, Jr 

(269)783-9379 

Bob.Moody@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Treasurer 

Eugene Magnuson 

(269)783-9297 

Eugene.Magnuson@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Secretary 

Faye Wesaw 

(269)782-1864 

Faye.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Steve Winchester 

(269)591-0119 

Steve.Winchester@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Thomas Wesaw 

(269)783-6831 

Tom.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.govov 


Member at large 

Michaelina Martin 

(269)783-9260 

Micky.Martin@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Andy Jackson 

(269)783-9340 

Andy.Jackson@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Roger Rader 

(269)783-9039 

Roger.Rader@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Elders Representative 

Carl Wesaw 
(269) 240-8092 

Carl.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Executive Secretary 

Kelly Curran 

(269)591-0604 

Kelly.Curran@pokagonband-nsn.gov 


Elders Council Directory 

Elders Hall (800)859-2717 or (269)782-0765 


Chair 

Stanley Morseau 
(269) 462-5797 

Vice Chair 

Maxine Margiotta 
(269)783-6102 

Secretary 

Audrey Huston 
(269)591-4519 


Treasurer 

Clarence White 

(269)876-1118 

Member at Large 

Ruth Saldivar 
(269)214-1279 


Senior Youth Council Directory 


Chairman 

Collin Church 

Collin.Church@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Treasurer 

Alex Wesaw 

Alex.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Secretary 

Cassondra Church 

Cassondra.Church@pokagonband-nsn.gov 


Member at large 

Michael Gamache 

Michael.Camache@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Skyler Daisy 

Skyler.Daisy@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Nicole Holloway 

Interim Youth Culture Coordinator 

(269) 462-4325 


Junior and Senior Youth Council Members Wanted 

Both Senior and Junior Youth Councils are open to any Pokagon youngster. 
Anyone can join, and eventually run for the executive board. Besides the 
age divisions, there are differences between the two groups. The Junior 
Youth Council provides a voice for native youth between the ages of 1 2 
and 18. The Council promotes the development of future tribal leaders 
through educational attainment and Potawatomi language, culture, pride, 
and identity. The Junior Youth Council also coordinates community service 
projects and provides opportunities for native youth to interact for fun 
and friendship. 


The Senior Youth Council provides a voice for Pokagon citizens between 
the ages of 1 8 and 24. The Senior Youth Council also coordinates 
community service projects and provides opportunities for Pokagon young 
adults to interact for fun and friendship. The Council mobilizes members 
toward positive goals, promotes the development of future tribal leaders and 
educates native youth about tribal government. 
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In memory of Joseph M. Quigno 

We know when the wind blows its gentle kisses, 
when it rains its soft tears and when it snows, 
it’s a cold reminder of how precious and short 
life truly is. We know you’re roaming with the 
buffalo, soaring with the eagles and living in the 
presence of our Great Spirit. Happy birthday dad, 
December 1 5. You’re gone but never forgotten. 

Love, 

Your children Joe, Rhonda, Karla, Jonn and families 




Happy 8th Birthday, 
November 29, to 

Joseph Winchester 


Happy 6th Birthday, 
January 1 9, to Alivia 
Winchester 



H ave you ever wanted your own regalia to dance at 
powwows but didn’t know how to make one or don’t 
have the ability financially? Then this is your program! 
We are inviting individuals who want to learn basic 
sewing, beading or other skills to start and finish their 
own unique regalia. 

The Department of Language Cr Culture would also like 
to invest in your commitment by reimbursing the first 5 
people who complete their full regalia will be eligible for 
reimbursement up to $500. 


January 

Sunday, January 1 1 
Sunday, January 25 

February 

Sunday, February 1 
Sunday, February 1 5 

March 

Sunday, March 8 
Sunday, March 22 


All classes are 1 :00 pm to 5:00 pm at the 
Community Center 

27043 Potawatomi Trail 
Dowagiac, Ml 49047 


For more information, contact Nicole Holloway 
at (269) 462-4325 or nicole.holloway@ 
pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


CYANKOBJECEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 


POKACON.COM 


Love you, Grandma 
Judy and Aunt Jenna 


Love you, Grandma 
Judy and Aunt Jenna 



Native Justice Community Adv 

The Circle, 

Community Presentation 

January 1 6 and January 1 7, 201 5 
5:30 p.m. 9:30a.m. 

Elders Hall 


ory Croup 




Healing an 


In this seminar lead by JoAnne Cook and Paul Raphael well explore the life cycle teachings 
to see what’s missing in your life and community. Rebuild your relationship on a foundation 
that creates a holistic transformative journey to one’s self, family and community. 

Explore how we once had a healthy community based on the seven grandfathers teachings 
and how we were forced to become less than our aspirations. 

Dinner is provided on January 1 6 and lunch is provided on January 1 7. 


Please RSVP to Stacey Gettig, Native Justice Initiative Support Staff, at 
(269) 783-0505 or stacey.gettig@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 



SATURDAY ~ 
JANUARY 3-4, 2015 
7:00 PM-7:00 AM 


ages 12-24 • dinner • cultural teachings • language events • 
make and take • speakers and discussions on professional 
development • breakfast 


de p Ar t ME nto F uanouAC^c U l™^^ 

Get Snowed In with 
PoKSaon Bond Youth 


This Project was supported by Grant No. 201 l-IC-BX-0002 awarded by the Bureau of Justice Assistance. The Bureau of Justice Assistance is a 
component of the Office of Justice Programs, which also includes the Bureau of Justice Statistics, the National Institute of Justice, the Office of 
Juvenile and justice and Delinquency Prevention, the Office for Victims of Crime, the Community Capacity Development Office, and the Office 
of Sex Offender Sentencing, Monitoring, Apprehending, Registering and Tracking. Points of view or opinions in this document are those of the 
author and do not necessarily represent the offcial position or policies of the U.S.A. Department of Justice. 


CYANKOBJECEMEN 

for more information, please contact nicole Holloway at (269) 462-4325 
or nicole.holloway@pokagonband-nsn.gov ^ Q © 

POKACON.COM 
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Natural Resources Staff Working to Save Ash Trees 


Black ash trees are an irreplaceable piece of the Potawatomi 
economy, culture, and way of life. They provide us with 
material to create baskets, spoons, bowls, and other beautiful 
and necessary items. They grow on many of our lands, but 
they are dying faster than they’re producing. 

The emerald ash borer, an invasive species, was transported 
to this area, and is now destroying black ash trees. These 
insects burrow into the tree and feed off of it, slowly killing 
the tree from the inside out. 

“If people would stop moving firewood, a lot of these issues 
wouldn’t occur,” said Director of Natural Resources Jennifer 
Kanine. 

The Pokagon Department of Natural Resource (DNR) is 
responding quickly with a few steps that will save our trees 
and the art created with them. 

First, the DNR began tagging black ash trees mid-January 
of this year to understand how many total trees are on our 
properties and how many are alive, partially dead, and fully 
dead. Then, the DNR can gauge how large of a problem they 
are tackling. 

The DNR continues to treat infected trees with an 
injection of chemicals into the part of the tree where sap 
flows, which then spreads all the way out the top and into 
the leaves. The chemical is distasteful to the emerald ash borer 
and causes the insect to leave. 

This is a costly procedure, which is why the DNR is trying 
to protect our trees before they get infected with preemptive 
strikes on the emerald ash borer. “You want to try to catch it 
as soon as you can and do something before it spreads and is 


too costly to control,” Kanine said. 

Once all our black ash trees are accounted for and spring 
has come, the DNR will set sticky traps in various areas of 
the woods to determine the insect density, or the size of the 
emerald ash population, in each area. 

Then the DNR will release parasitoids, provided by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. These insects are foreign, coming 
from the same places as the emerald ash borer. They will keep 
the emerald ash population in check by consuming emerald 
ash borer eggs and babies. 

Artists use the wood of black ash trees to make baskets and 
other items because it is softer than other wood. A black ash 
tree needs to be 8 to 10 feet in diameter to be large enough 
to make into a basket. Black ash trees take about 65 years to 
reach this size. 

“We want to make sure (our citizens’) quality artisan works 
are continued,” Kanine said. 

The DNR is researching ways to better use the black ash 
trees we do have. This includes soaking partially and fully 
dead black ash trees in water, which makes their layers soft 
enough to be peeled and made into baskets. The department 
is also exploring the option of growing black ash trees in a 
greenhouse, protected from the emerald ash until the insects 
are under control. 

The DNR is also keeping the tops of trees that basket- 
makers do not use in cold storage so others may use them for 
bowls and spoons, utilizing what black ash trees we do have 
to their fullest. 
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Lock In “goes by too fast” for Youth 

Overnight from January 3 to 4, 49 Pokagon, Nottawaseppi Huron, and Saginaw 
Chippewa youth took over Southwestern Michigan College’s Student Activities 
Center for the annual youth lock in event. The group began the evening with 
a dinner and listened to speakers, including Dr. Shawn West from Pokagon 
Behavioral Health and Tribal Police Sgt. Ben Graves, who spoke on suicide 
awareness and prevention. Tribal Historic Preservation Officer Marcus Winchester 
talked with the group about Pokagon Band history and language. Jefferson Ballew 
told stories of sustainability and discussed the sacredness of youth. Vic Bogosian 
from Pokagon DNR taught attendees about a turtle tracking program to better 
understand their habitats and habits. 

Next, it was time to get up and move.Tia Parker from PHS’s Wellness Center 
led the group in a Zumba class. Youth climbed on SMC’s amazing rock wall, tested 
their abilities in a blow up sumo wrestling matches against each other, and played 
basketball and football in the gym. Some played moccasin games with Patty Jo 
Kublick or worked on cultural crafts with Jefferson Ballew and Madalene Big Bear. 


There was time set aside for them to watch movies or play arcade games and 
PlayStation and Xbox in the gaming area. Owen Zapata of the Nottawaseppi 
Huron Band won the hand drum contest. 

John Morseau, Conrad Church, Ryan Smally, Susan Doyle, Dan Stohrer, 

Tyler Dodson and several parents and senior youth council members assisted in 
chaperoning. 

“They seemed to really enjoy the sumo wrestling and rock climbing, plus 
spending time with their friends,” said Nicole Holloway, one of the organizers. “I 
was extremely happy with the turn out; everyone played a huge role in the success 
of the event. The youth were all well behaved and the night was full of good times 
and laughter. Great memories and lasting friendships were made. 

“I heard several kids make the comment, ‘it went by too fast,”’ Holloway 
remembered. “One said she couldn’t imagine it being more fun than it was.” 
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Cultural Opportunities Abound this Winter 


The New Year offered plenty of chances to learn more 
about Potawatomi cultural arts. Twenty-four people 
made pucker toe moccasins for the first time on 
January 3, thanks in part to the Language and Culture 
Department’s new facilities, which include a large 
workshop space,. 

“Everyone was able to start and finish their 
moccasins,” said Patty Jo Kublik, cultural activities 
coordinator. “They were doing it the old way with 
needles and real sinew.” 

“The soft leather was easy to cut and easy to sew,” 
said Ruth Saldivar, one of the participants. “Frank 
Barker was really good. We’d gather around and he’d 
go over the next step for everyone together. 

“Anytime there are classes with bead work, drum 
making, rattle making, I’m all for it. My kids are all 
working, so I go to the classes and will let them know 
how to do it. I hope to one day have my regalia. It’s a 
lot of fun.” 

Then, the next day, twelve people showed up in the 
workshop to make snow snakes. According to Kublick, 
Potawatomi practiced snow snakes games years ago as 
a way of settling debates. 


Making a snow snake can take up to a dozen hours. 
They must be made from a hard wood; this group 
used hickory. Using pewter, carving tools, and a lot 
of sanding, many fashioned designs of fish, bears, or 
turtles on the tip of the snake. Kevin Finney and 
Yabishawn OldShield of the JiJak Foundation provided 
much of the guidance to first timers. 

Launching a snow snake can be compared to 
throwing an arrow down a straight course carved 
out of snow on the ground. It can be thrown over or 
under hand. At a snow snake tournament the Gun 
Lake tribe held last year, a participant threw a snow 
snake 800 feet. Kublick said several people created a 
snow snake track at Edawat after the Tribal Council 
meeting on Saturday, January 17. 

Join the Language and Culture Department for 
other activities like sugar bush and regalia making, or 
stop in during regular business hours to learn other 
crafting activities with staff in the workshop. “We’re 
trying to bring the community together and learn 
some of the old ways,” said Kublick. “Please stop by 
and take advantage of the opportunities to learn.” 




Ready to Meet the Very Hungry Caterpillar? 

The Department of Education is offering 100 free tickets for Pokagon citizens to see The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar and Other Eric Carle Favorites on the main stage of Lake Michigan College Mendel Center on 
Saturday, February 14 at 2:00 p.m. There is a five ticket limit per household. Tickets may be picked up in the 
Education Department during the week of February 2-6. Any tickets not picked up will be distributed first-come, 
first-served at the event. 



Register here: vwvw.pokagonband-nsn.gov/form/very-hungry-caterpillar-registration today! 


Pokegnek Yajdanawa 


Pokegnek Yajdanawa is the monthly voice of Pokegnek 
Bodewadmik, the Pokagon Band of the Potawatomi. 

Citizens are encouraged to submit original letters, stories, 
pictures, poetry and announcements for publication in 
Pokegnek Yajdanawa. Submissions are subject to the established 
guidelines. 


The deadline for citizen submissions for the newsletter is always 
the fourteenth of each month. Please send items for publication to: 

Pokegnek Yajdanawa 
Box 180 

Dowagiac, MI 49047 

Pokagon . N ewsletter@PokagonBand-nsn. gov 
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Cultural Resource Digitization and Preservation Scholarship Available at Washington State University 


Washington State University is offering a scholarship to any Pokagon citizen 1 8 
years and older to learn about the digitization and preservation of our cultural 
resources. The program provides tribes with hands-on training in the digitization, 
management and preservation of film, audio, video and documents about our tribe 
in culturally responsive frameworks. This fifteen-month program includes four 
hands-on five-day sessions with the full cohort (twelve members from six tribes 
throughout the U.S.) at Washington State University and monthly webinar sessions 
that allow students to share challenges, review materials, and discuss strategies as a 
group led by the WSU Tribal Digital Libraries Curriculum Coordinator. 

If you would like to be considered for the scholarship, please submit your resume 
and a one-page (double spaced, size 12 font) explanation of why you think that 
preserving the tribe's language, history, and culture is important for the future of 


the Pokagon Potawatomi Nation. The write up must be submitted via e-mail or 
postal mail to Marcus Winchester at the Department of Language and Culture by 
February 27. If you have any questions please contact Marcus at (269) 462-4224. 

Marcus Winchester 

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians 

5620 Sink Road 

Dowagiac, MI 49120 

Marcus.winchester@pokagonband-nsn.gov 


2015 Michigan Indian Family Olympics 
Registration Form 

The 2015 Michigan Indian Family Olympics is tentatively scheduled for July 24 
in Mt. Pleasant, MI. By pre-registering by February 28, you and your family are 
committing to competing in and training for the Family Olympics by Sunday, June 
7. The minimum training commitment is attending and participating in at least 
three training events. Involvement in a school sport can substitute for one training 
event. Three thirty-minute workouts at the Pokagon Wellness Center can substitute 
for one training event (please see a Wellness Center staff person for verification). If 
you and your family fulfill this commitment, you qualify for an incentive package 
that could include a hotel stay, food, shirts, shorts and/ or a gift card. 

Please fill in this form for each member of your family that will be training for 
and competing in the Michigan Indian Family Olympics. If you don’t meet the 
participation requirements by June 7, you and your family are still welcome to 
attend and participate in the Family Olympics, but you or your family won’t be 
eligible for the incentive package. 

You can access the form on the Pokagon website, use the one below, or have 
a paper form mailed to you for you to complete and return. Please call Melissa 
Rodriguez at (269) 462-4203 for that form, and mail completed forms to her 
attention at 58620 Sink Rd., Dowagiac, MI 49047. 


NAME OF HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD 


POKAGON CITIZEN OR STAFF MEMBER? 


IF CITIZEN, PLEASE INCLUDE TRIBAL ID# OF HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD 


BEST PHONE NUMBER FOR HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD 


AGE OF HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD SHIRT AND SHORT SIZES FOR HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD 


ADDRESS, CITY STATE ZIP 


Pokegnek Bodewadmik 

POKAGON BAND OF POTAWATOMI 


Train Together f„r the 
Family Olympics 

What: Michigan Indian Family Olympics, something for all ages. 
All Michigan Tribes participate 

When: leading up to Summer 2015 



Participate in three of the training events offered and receive a gift incentive. Involvement in one school sport can substitute 
for one of the three trainings. These events are open to Native Americans and their families, and Pokagon Band staff and 
their families. 

Training Schedule 

January 2015 

January 28 | Pokagon Health Center | 6:30p.m. -8 :00p.m. 


February 2015 

February 8 | Hopkins High School | 5:00p.m. -7:00p.m. 

(*/ February 11 | Hartford High School | 5:30p.m. -7:00p.m. 
February 18 | Pokagon Health Center | 6:30p.m. -8 :00p.m. 

March 2015 

March 8 | Hopkins High School | 5:00p.m. -7:00p.m. 

March 11 | Hartford High School | 5:30p.m. -7:00p.m. 
March 18 | Pokagon Health Center | 6:30p.m. -8:00p.m. 



ADDITIONAL FAMILY MEMBERS 


* new or rescheduled date 


NAME 


GENDER AGE 


SHIRT AND SHORT SIZES 




February 201 5 y Pokegnek Yajdanawa 


5 


College Orientation Event Planned 

Friday, February 27 | 10 am - 1 pm 
Department of Education Training Center 

This event is for high school graduates, community college or four-year university 
students, and those who want to attend vocational programs or college in the fall 
and have NOT completed the scholarship application. 

Participants will complete scholarship applications, book stipend direct deposit 
forms, and learn about new deadlines. We'll cover the FAFSA form and vocational 
scholarship information. Lunch and refreshments will be served to participants. 
Prizes awarded, but you must be present to win. 

For further information or questions, please contact Joseph Avance, Higher 
Education Specialist at (269) 782-0887 or Polly Mitchell, Educational Associate at 
(269) 462-4294 


Unmarked Craves Project Update 

Do you have knowledge of any family members that are buried at Rush Lake 
Cemetery with unmarked graves? If so, please contact Marcus Winchester, Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officer, at (269) 462-4224. Tribal Council is considering a 
memorial at the cemetery when the snow melts, and would like to honor all of the 
ancestors who are laid to rest there. 


Take Advantage of Elders Education Events 

Please plan on joining the Intro to Social Media training and exploring all the 
possibilities social media can provide. Trainings will take place immediately 
following the Elders Council Business Meetings. 

Thursday, February 5 | Community Center | 3:00-4:00 p.m. 

Thursday, March 5 | Community Center | 3:00-4:00 p.m. 

February 5 training will concentrate on Facebook: creating an account, 
downloading a photo, updating your wall/creating a status, and do’s and don’ts. 

You may bring your personal laptop or Kindle. Laptops and Kindles from the 
Pokagon Band Department of Education will be available for use. 

An E-Reader Workshop for Pokagon Elders will be offered Wednesday, April 15 
at the Silver Creek Event Center at Four Winds New Buffalo from 4:00 - 5:15 
p.m. Registration is required and will be available online at the Pokagon website in 
March. Only 50 participants may attend. Each of the 50 registered participants will 
receive a Kindle Fire HD at this workshop. 

The Pokagon Band Department of Education will be hosting the Michigan 
Tribal Education Directors Association (MTED) Conference during April 14- 
16 at Four Winds New Buffalo. Registration is required to attend the MTED 
Conference. Online registration will be available at the Pokagon website in March. 
Fee to attend the three day MTED Conference will be $200/individual or $100 
each/four or more individuals. 

Additionally, there will be a dinner, including entertainment, and a silent auction 
for $60/individual on Wednesday, April 15 at Silver Creek Event Center from 
7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 



Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Department of Language & Culture 



South Bend Drum Class 

3733 Locust Road 
South Bend, IN 46614 

6:00 pm-8:00 pm 

2015 

February 4 April 1 
March 4 



Dowagiac Drum Class 

Department of Language and Culture 
586853 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

6:00 pm-8:00 pm 

2015 

February 1 1 April 8 
March 1 1 


GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 

go© 

POKACON.COM 


For more information, please contact Nicole Holloway at (269) 462-4325 or 
nicole.holloway@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 



DEPARTMENT OF LANGUAGE & CULTURE 




MONDAV-FRIDAV* 

9:00 AM-4:QO PM** 
LANGUAGE & CULTURE OFFICE 

58653 Sink Road 
Dowagiac, Ml 49047 


Language £r Culture is offering a Make + Take Craft Workshop for tribal citizens and family 
members to learn or hone craft skills like, but not limited to, beading, regalia design, making 
or repair. 

The workshop is open Monday-Friday (*weekends by appointment), 9:00 am-4:00 pm 
or **additional times by appointment. 


For more information or to schedule an appointment, call (269) 462-4325. 


GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 

POKACON.COM 
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First Pokagon Health Services Blood Drive Successful 

• •••••••••••• 

tltltltltltlt 

• • • • • 

tltft Htltlt 



PLATELETS PLASMA RED CELLS 

Asingle blood donation 
(average donation equals about 
one pint) can provide platelets, 
plasma and red blood cells 
potentially saving S lives 


*#*# 


One in four people 

will need a blood transfusion 
in their lifetime. 

Every two seconds 

someone in the U.S. needs blood. 


O 



26 Pokagon staff and citizens 
participated in the Pokagon Health 
Center blood drive January 1 4 . 1 8 
donated and 8 were unable due to 


various reasons. 



Only 37 % 

of the population is 
eligible to give blood. 


Less than 

10 % 

give annually. 


Thank you for volunteering to give blood. 


Health Services Weather Policy 

When Pokagon Band offices close due to weather or another sudden factor, our 
Health Services staff will call patients as soon as possible to cancel appointments. 
When staff members return to the office, they will call the patients back to 
reschedule their appointments. 

Patients are encouraged to check local TV and radio stations, the Pokagon Band 
website, and our social media channels when bad weather hits. Any closing of 
offices would be reported in these places, in addition to a Honeywell alert sent to 
citizens’ phones. 

We do not penalize patients for these cancellations. 

If you have any questions about this, please call the Health Center at (269) 782- 
4141 or (888) 440-1234. 

Riddle 

Last month’s riddle winner is Liz Serba for her correct answer to “What do you 
get from sitting on the ice too long?” The answer: polaroids. 

Check out this month’s riddle: 

Why do melons need to be married in churches? 

Mail in or e-mail your correct answer to susan.doyle@pokagonband-nsn.gov and 
you will be entered in a drawing to win a gift card. Mail or e-mail your own riddle 
and the person whose riddle is selected for the next newsletter will win a gift card. 
Logan Serba has won a gift card for this month’s riddle. 


Pokagon Wellness Center Member Spotlight: 

Carey Baxter 

Why do you use the Pokagon Band Wellness Center? 

Using the tribe’s Wellness Center is a great chance to work 
on my health and spend time with family. 

What do you like most about the Pokagon Band 
Wellness Center? 

One of the best parts of our Wellness Center is that it’s 
for tribal members, tribal employees, and their family only. 
There is no waiting for machines or classes. It’s a very stress- 
free environment. 

What would you say to someone who has never been to the Pokagon 
Wellness Center? 

If you are undecided on whether or not this is the time to start a workout 
program the tribe’s Wellness Center is the perfect place to decide. The have a well- 
trained staff and fully equipped gym. 

Do you have any specific goals or events you are training to accomplish? 

My goals for fitness have changed a lot over the last five years. I have had some 
injuries that limit what I do, so cardio is now my main concern. 

What would you like others to know about you or the facility? 

The tribe has given us a great gift. Everyone should at least take the time to take 
a tour and see what you are missing. 



Mishkowze I Be strong. Do well. 


Join the staff at Pokagon Health Services 
to better understand your health, take 
steps to improve your wellness, and 
support others in their efforts. Well 
meet at 5 p.m. on the second Thursday 


of each month at the Pokagon Health 
Center to hear from experts on health 
topics of the month, to share a meal and 
to give prizes. 

April 9 

Alcoholism Awareness 
Every Kid Healthy 
National Addictions 


February 12 March 12 

American Heart Awareness Colorectal Cancer 
Dental Health Awareness 

Nutrition Month 
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Taking Advantage of being a Resident Tribal Member with Chi Ishobak 


Are you familiar with the tribe s tax agreement with the state of Michigan or 
registering to become a Resident Tribal Member (RTM) if you live within the 
Tax Agreement Area? This is completely separate from the Tribe’s Service Area 
or being an enrolled citizen with the Band. This is solely for tax benefits for tax 
preparation and large purchases. For example, when you purchase an automobile 
the State of Michigan collects 6% of the purchase price of the vehicle at the time 
of title application. If you live within the Tax Agreement Area and are registered as 
a Resident Tribal Member (RTM), you are exempt from paying this 6%. 

Chi Ishobak has provided over $365,000 to tribal consumers for the purchase of 
reliable transportation. This calculates to approximately $22,000 in sales tax owed. 

A significant portion of this amount remained in the pockets of our citizens that 
took advantage of this program. “The potential benefit from registering as a RTM 
is huge.” Sean Winters, Chi Ishobak Executive Director stated. “The opportunity to 
keep your income in your own pocket is incredible.” 


RTMs are only those Pokagon Band Citizens who live in the Designated Tax 
Agreement area and are on the registered list that the Pokagon Band Department 
of Finance sends to the State of Michigan. All questions, concerns, and registrations 
related to RTM’s should be directed to Julie Rodriguez in the Finance Department. 

If you would like to learn more about the financial products and services offered by 
Chi Ishobak, please contact Sean Winters through the information listed below. 

Chi Ishobak, Inc. 

27043 Potawatomi Trail 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 
(269) 783-4157 

sean.winters@chiishobak.org www. chiishobak.org 


lli 



CM lOTQDeK 



2015 FINANCIAL WELLNESS WORKSHOPS 



Chi Ishobak is introducing an updated financial education program for Pokagon 


Chi lanobak 

A Community Douotofimoot HooockjI InsNMtoo 

Band citizens, families, and employees. More than just information, this 
program is designed to identify financial behaviors and the cultural relevance 
associated with those behaviors. This workshop will cover six components 
that address the basic aspects of personal financial management and provide 
participants with the tools and processes to take control of their financial 
health. These areas include: savings, communication, budgeting, debt, and 
credit building. 


Chi Ishobak (pronounced Chee Ish-o-bock), means "Big Cabbage" and is the 
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi's Community Development Financial Institution 
(CDFI). Chi Ishobak provides Tribal Citizens with access to affordable capital 
for the purposes of business start-up or expansion and individual financial 
development through education-based lending services. 

Saturday, February 7 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Saturday, May 2 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Saturday, August 1 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Saturday, November 7 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 


• COMMERCIAL LOANS 



• CONSUMER LOANS 

The Community Center 

27043 Potawatomi Trail, Dowagiac, Ml 49047 


• INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPMENT ACCOUNTS 

• Lunch will be provided 


• FINANCIAL EDUCATION 

• There is no registration fee 



• Please call to confirm attendance 


For questions and additional information regarding Chi Ishobak, please contact: 



Sean Winters - Executive Director 

For more information, please contact Sean Winters at (269) 783-4157 or at 
sean.winters@chiishobak.org 


(269) 783-4157 

sean. winters@chiishobak.orq 

www. chi ishobak. orq 
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Department of Education Enhancements for 201 5 

Early Childhood Education 

The Early Childhood Education focus area is Primary, Birth - 4th Grade. 
Children and parents are offered services to help promote early literacy, positive 
parenting, school readiness, and quality education. Many exciting events are 
scheduled for children and families! 

The purpose of the Early Childhood Education is to develop positive 
educational experiences to Pokagon Families with children 0-8 years old. In 
addition to collaborating on several different projects, the Early Childhood 
Education Program will be offering the following workshops. Contact Autumn 
Cabrillas for more information. 

• The first workshop will be an Introduction to Program Services. 

• The second workshop will focus on Honoring Our Children. 

• The third workshop will focus on Positive Parenting Techniques. 

• The fourth workshop will be in collaboration with Holiday Fun. 

Academic Excellence Initiative 

The goal of the Educational Excellence Initiative (EE I) is to encourage Pokagon 
Band students in grades Kindergarten to 12th grade to strive for educational 
excellence, to attend school regularly and to improve their academic performance. 
This “Invest in You” program allows citizens to increase funding for educational 
programs they frequently use, thereby increasing their knowledge, skills and 
ability to flourish in post-secondary educational institutions. These supplemental 
funds will be added to other educational programs such as Enrichment Program, 
Special Requests, and Tutoring. In addition, funds may be used for the Youth 
Transportation IDA offered through Chi Ishobak. Contact Sam Morseau for 
more information 

Tutoring Services 

The Tutoring Program is designed to provide additional educational support to 
Pokagon students with academic needs. 

New Tutoring Program guidelines have been in effect since August 1, 2014. All 
Pokagon Students are now eligible for tutoring, without grade restrictions or 
teacher recommendations necessary We now offer all families a choice of using an 
Accredited Learning Center, a facility which employs certified teachers or certified 
tutors to work with students on core academic areas, study skills, or test preparation, 
or an Auxiliary Tutor, a certified teacher or individual with a Bachelor’s Degree 
with an academic area of focus. Although tutoring funds remain the same, $2,500 
per student per year, the time frame has changed to August 1— July 31 to align with 
the academic year. 

For more information, contact Kristie Bussler, Educational Resource Specialist, at 
(269) 462-4222. 

Title VII 

The Title VII is a federal grant that helps local educational agencies, Indian tribes 
and organizations, postsecondary institutions, and other entities toward the goal 
of ensuring that programs that serve Indian children are of the highest quality and 
provide for not only the basic elementary and secondary educational needs, but 
also the unique educational and culturally related academic needs of these children. 

Starting 201 5, The Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Department of Education is 
teaming up with Match-e-be-nash-she-wish (Gun Lake) Band of Pottawatomi and 
Nottawaseppi Huron Band of Potawatomi as a consortium to identify and service 
all the Native American students in the three tribes’ service areas. 

Enrichment Program Expansion of Services 

Due to overwhelming success, the Department of Education will be expanding 
our Enrichment Program from 5— 12th grade to Kindergarten to 12th grade. 


The goal of the Enrichment program is to provide the opportunity for 
Pokagon youth anywhere in the United States to participate in an Enrichment 
program, such as band camps, art camps, science camps, sports camps, career camps, 
workshops, pre-college classes, summer school, conferences, life skills programs, 
such as drivers training, music lessons, musical instruments, etc. Contact Skye Wallin 
for more information. 

Citizen Portal Implementation 

Starting in mid-February, we will be going “Live” with our Pokagon portal! 
Students will have the opportunity to apply and update scholarship applications 
online. Students will be able to electronically send the yearly application, book 
stipend, unmet needs, class schedule, and grades. This will make the scholarship 
process more manageable and make the confirmation and scholarship processing 
much faster. Look for the Citizen Portal and complete your 2015 application 
scholarship online! Contact Joseph Avance for more information. 

College Preparatory Workshops 

The Continuing Education Program will be offering the following workshops. 

College Prep Workshop# 1: The purpose of this event is to educate parents to the 
importance of meeting deadlines for testing and college applications. 

College Prep Workshop #2: The purpose of this event is to help students 
and parents understand the costs and differences between choosing to attend 
community colleges, state colleges and state universities. 

College Prep Workshop#3:The purpose of this event is to address three main 
criteria: One is to introduce new students and parents to college campus life 
and the admission process, the second type of visit is for academic advising of 
students who are currently attending school, and the third type of visit is to build 
relationships with organizations on college campus to insure student success. 

College Prep Workshop #4: The purpose of this event is to assist higher 
education students who plan to attend college. The program gives a second chance 
for students to complete their Higher Education Scholarship. 

Vocational - Technical Scholarship Increase 

The Department of Education is proud to announce that we will be increasing 
our Vocational-Technical Scholarship from $2000/year to $4000/ year. 

The goal of the Vocational -Technical Scholarship is to provide guidance and 
support to tribal Citizens obtaining Vocational - Technical Training and assistance 
with FAFSA application is provided if requested. Contact Joseph Avance for more 
information. 

Technology Stipend Modification 

The Department of Education has redesigned the Technology Assistance Stipend 
to better fit citizen needs. The Technology Assistance Program is now only offered 
to Pokagon Band citizens in our Dual Enrollment Program. Contact Polly Mitchell 
for more information. 

Elders Services Workshops 

The purpose of the Elder Services Program is to develop positive educational 
experiences to Pokagon Elders 55+ years of age. In addition to collaborating 
on several different projects, the Elders Services Program will be offering the 
following workshops: 

• The first workshop will focus on Online Library and e-books. 

• The second workshop will focus on Tribal Perspectives Curriculum. 

• The third workshop will focus on Personal Development with Technology. 

• The fourth workshop will focus on Introduction to Social Media. 
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February is Heart Awareness Month 

This month our health education 
focuses on cardiovascular health, 
specifically hypertension (commonly 
known as high blood pressure). Blood 
pressure is a measurement of the force 
of the heart as it pumps blood against 
the walls of your arteries through your 
body 

You are more likely to be told your 
blood pressure is too high as you get 
older. This is because your blood vessels 
become stiffer as you age. When that happens, your blood pressure goes up. High 
blood pressure increases your chance of having a stroke, heart attack, heart failure, 
kidney disease, and early death. 

If you have pre-hypertension, you are more likely to develop high blood pressure. 
If you have heart or kidney problems, or if you had a stroke, your doctor may want 
your blood pressure to be even lower than that of people who do not have these 
conditions. 

Many factors can affect blood pressure including: 

• How much water and salt you have in your body 

• The condition of your kidneys, nervous system or blood vessels 

• The level of different body hormones 

Most of the time the cause for high blood pressure is not found and this is called 
essential hypertension. If there is another reason for your high blood pressure it is 
called secondary hypertension. Some of the causes for secondary hypertension are: 

• Chronic kidney disease 

• Disorders of the adrenal glands 


• Pregnancy 

• Medications such as birth control pills, diet pills, some cold medications, 
and migraine medications 

• Narrowed artery that supplies blood to the kidneys 
Symptoms 

Many times there are no signs or symptoms of hypertension and it is found at a 
routine checkup. This puts people at risk for developing heart disease and kidney 
disease without even knowing they have high blood pressure. If you have a severe 
headache, nausea or vomiting, bad headache, confusion, changes in your vision, 
or nosebleeds you may have a severe and dangerous form of high blood pressure. 
Contact your health office immediately. 

Treatment 

• Eat a heart-healthy diet, including potassium and fiber, and drink plenty 
of water. 

• Exercise regularly at least 30 minutes of aerobic exercise a day. 

• If you smoke, quit. Find a program that will help you stop. 

• Limit how much alcohol you drink: one drink a day for women, two a day for 
men. 

• Limit the amount of sodium (salt) you eat. Aim for less than 1,500 mg per day. 

• Reduce stress. Try to avoid things that cause you stress. You can also try 
meditation or yoga. 

• Stay at a healthy body weight. Find a weight-loss program to help you, if you 
need it. 

Contact Pokagon Health Services at (269) 782-4141 to find out more about 
fitness, nutrition or smoking cessation to better manage high blood pressure. 




Join Marcy Herbert, Pokagon Band dietician, for a healthy 
lunch every third Wednesday as she discusses topics 
around nutrition. 

All healthy lunch presentations are 1 2:00 pm to 1 :00 pm 
in the kitchen of the Commodities Building 

58650 Sink Road 
Dowagiac, Ml 49047 


February 1 8 
March 1 8 
April 1 5 


May 20 
June 1 7 
July 15 


August 19 
September 16 
October 21 


For more information, contact Marcy Herbert at (269) 782-2472 or 
marcy.herbert@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


CYANKOBJECEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 


POKACON.COM 


DEPARTMENT OF LANGUAGE & CULTURE 

JIJAK FOUNDATION | GUN LAKE BAND OF POTAWATOMI 

QtiLZTurie,$Qntycuul£cuic& 


LUELLA COLLINS 
COMMUNITY CENTER 

41 9 1 26th Avenue 
Wayland, Ml 49348 

EVENT BEGINS NOON AND 
CONTINUES THROUGH DINNER 


FEBRUARY 21, 2015 
DEPARTING 10:00 AM 
L&C OFFICES 

58653 Sink Road 
Dowagiac, Ml 49047 


he Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Department of Language & Culture and 
the Jijak Foundation Cun Lake Band of Potawatomi are collaborating to host 
“Old Time Song and Dance Teachings” with John Bush, Cun Lake Potawatomi 
elder. Different from Powwow style dancing, we will be learning about our 
older style of dances, the songs that accompany them, and the teachings 
behind them. 


Pokagon Language £r Culture Staff will be leaving Dowagiac offices 
atl 0:00 a.m. Please RSVPwith Nil 
by February 1 8 to reserve a seat. 


atl 0:00 a.m. Please RSVPwith Nicole Holloway at (269) 462-4325 


POKACON.COM 
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Ne'me gizhek SUNDAY 

Ngot gizhek MONDAY 

Nizh gizhek TUESDAY 

Apta gizhek \ 

i 

L&C Regalia 101 Class 

2 

L&C Elders Language Class (3) 
Auricular Acupuncture 

Yoga 

Zumba 

L&C Gun Lake Adult Language Class 

3 

Lean Lunch 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

L&C Youth After School Program 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class (2) 

L&C Early Start Language Class (4) 

Zumba 

L&C Hartford Lar 

L&C Gun Lake You 

L&C South Bend Me 
Drumming 

8 

Michigan Indian Family Olympics 
Training | Hopkins 

9 

L&C Elders Language Class (4) 
Auricular Acupuncture 

Yoga 

Zumba 

L&C Gun Lake Adult Language Class 

10 

Lean Lunch 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

L&C Youth After School Program 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class (3) 

L&C Class Early Start Language (5) 

Zumba 

L&C Hartford Lar 

L&C Gun Lake You 

L&C Dowagaic Men: 

15 

L&C Regalia 101 Class 

16 

L&C Elders Language Class (5) 
Auricular Acupuncture 

Yoga 

Zumba 

L&C Gun Lake Adult Language Class 

17 

Lean Lunch 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

L&C Youth After School Program 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class (4) 

L&C Early Start Language Class (6) 

Healthy Lunch Pre 
Zumba 

L&C Hartford Lar 

L&C Gun Lake You 
One Story Book [ 

22 

23 

L&C Elders Language Class (6) 
Auricular Acupuncture 

Yoga 

Zumba 

L&C Gun Lake Adult Language Class 

24 

Lean Lunch 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

L&C Youth After School Program 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class (5) 

L&C Early Start Language Class (7) 

Zumba 

L&C Hartford Lar 

L&C Gun Lake You 

March 1 

L&C Regalia 101 Class 

March 2 

L&C Elders Language Class (7) 
Auricular Acupuncture 

Yoga 

Zumba 

L&C Gun Lake Adult Language Class 

March 3 

Lean Lunch 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

L&C Youth After School Program 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class (6) 

L&C Early Start Language Class (8) 

Zumba 

L&C Hartford Lar 

L&C Gun Lake You 

L&C South Bend Me 
Drumming 
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A/EDNESDAY 

Nyewgizhek THURSDAY 

Nyano gizhek FRIDAY 

Odanke gizhek SATU RDAY 

4 

iguage Class (2) 
th Language Class 
;ns & Boys 

Pokagon Bodewadmik Ogitchedaw^ 
Veterans meeting 

Lean Lunch 

EDU Elders Intro to Social Media 
Workshop 

L&C South Bend Language Class (2) 

6 

National Wear Red Day (American 
Heart Month) 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

7 

11 

iguage Class (3) 
th Language Class 
& Boys Drumming 

12 

Lean Lunch 

L&C South Bend Language Class (3) 

Mishkowze: Heart & Dental 

One Story Walking in Two Worlds 
Art Workshop 

13 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

14 

Tribal Council Meeting 

Pokagon Bodewadmik Ogitchedaw 
Veterans meeting 

EDU Very Hungry Caterpillar 

18 

mentation 

iguage Class (4) 
ith Language Class 
Discussion 

19 

Lean Lunch 

L&C South Bend Language Class (4) 

20 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

21 

Native Justice Community Advisory 
Group Meeting 

25 

iguage Class (5) 
ith Language Class 

26 

Lean Lunch 

L&C South Bend Language Class (5) 
EDU Family Fun Night 

27 

EDU College Orientation 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

28 

March 4 

iguage Class (6) 
ith Language Class 
:ns & Boys 

March 5 

Lean Lunch 

EDU Elders Intro to Social Media 
Workshop 

L&C South Bend Language Class (6) 

March 6 

National Wear Blue Day (National 
Nutrition Month) 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

March 7 


Please visit www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov/calendar or call (800) 517-0777 for more details on these events. 
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February is Dental Health Month 

Tooth aches are the most common 
pain of the mouth or face adults report. 
This pain can interfere with such vital 
functions as eating, swallowing, and 
talking. Almost one in four adults 
reported some form of facial pain in 
the past six months. 

Most adults also show signs of gum 
disease. Severe gum disease affects about 
14 percent of adults aged 45 to 54 
years. Signs and symptoms of soft tissue 
diseases such as cold sores are common in adults and affect about 19 percent of 
those aged 25 to 44 years. 

Maintaining Good Oral Health 

• Drink fluoridated water and use fluoride toothpaste. Fluoride protection 
against tooth decay works for all ages. Be sure that your child can spit out 
tooth paste before using fluoride. 

• Take care of your teeth and gums. Thorough tooth brushing and flossing to 
reduce dental plaque can prevent gingivitis — the mildest form of gum disease. 

• Avoid tobacco. Smokers have four times the risk of developing gum disease 
compared to non-smokers. Tobacco use in any form — cigarette, pipes, and 
smokeless (spit) tobacco — increases the risk for gum disease, oral and throat 
cancers, and oral fungal infection. Spit tobacco containing sugar increases the 
risk of tooth decay.. 

• Limit alcohol. Heavy use of alcohol is also a risk factor for oral and throat 
cancers. When used alone, alcohol and tobacco are risk factors for oral 
cancers, but when used in combination the effects of alcohol and tobacco are 
even greater. 

• Eat wisely. Adults and children should avoid snacks full of sugars and starches. 
Limit the number of snacks eaten throughout the day. The recommended 
five-a-day helping of fiber-rich fruits and vegetables stimulates salivary flow 
to aid remineralization of tooth surfaces with early stages of tooth decay. 

• Visit the dentist regularly. Check-ups can detect early signs of oral health 
problems and can lead to treatments that will prevent further damage, and in 
some cases, reverse the problem. Professional tooth cleaning also is important 
for preventing oral problems, especially when self-care is difficult. 


• Diabetic patients should work to maintain control of their disease. This will 
help prevent the complications of diabetes, including an increased risk of 
gum disease. 

• If medications produce a dry mouth, ask your doctor if there are other drugs 
that can be substituted. If dry mouth cannot be avoided, drink plenty of 
water, chew sugarless gum, and avoid tobacco and alcohol. 

Dental Health for Children 

Good oral health starts before your baby has teeth.You can use soft covers put 
on a caregiver’s finger or a wash cloth to wipe down your baby’s gums, tongue, 
and soft mouth tissues. It is recommended to clean your baby's gums at least 
twice daily after breakfast and before bedtime. Never put your baby to bed with 
a cup or bottle of milk, formula, juice, or any other sugary drink. These will 
promote cavities. 

As soon as your child gets teeth, he or she can get cavities. Cavities can cause 
baby teeth to fall out early. This may lead to permanent teeth growing in crooked, 
speech difficulties, poor self-image, or loss of appetite. Some parents feel that they 
don’t have to pay as much attention to baby teeth since their permanent teeth will 
replace the baby teeth. The truth is there is cause for concern. Decay in primary 
teeth may damage the hidden permanent teeth that are forming inside the gums. 
Be sure that your child uses a soft, child-size tooth brush. Use a small smear (about 
the size of a grain of rice) of toothpaste with fluoride. 

Dental visits should start when your child is one or two years old.Your dentist 
will clean your child’s teeth, polish them, and check them for cavities.Your 
dentist will also let you know how often you need to be seen for dental checkups. 
Fluoride is important in the development of your child’s teeth. Fluoride in your 
water helps teeth develop while they are still under the gums. Check your water 
to be sure the water you and your family are drinking has enough fluoride. If your 
water supply does not have enough fluoride your dentist may prescribe fluoride 
drops or tablets. If you are breast feeding, your dentist still may prescribe fluoride 
drops. It is also important to that your child can spit before starting to use a 
fluoride tooth paste. 

For more information or to make an appointment for a check up, call Pokagon 
Health Services dental office at (269) 782-4141. 



What to Know Before You File 2014 Tax Returns 


Are you a Resident Tribal Member? 

If you are an enrolled citizen of the Pokagon Band of 
Potawatomi and you live in the tribe’s Tax Agreement 
Area defined in the State Tax Agreement between the 
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians and the State 
of Michigan, then please fill out a Resident Tribal 
Member (RTM) Application to see if you are eligible 
to start receiving certain Michigan tax exemptions . 
The Tax Agreement Overview, maps, and application 
are available online here: www.pokagonband-nsn. 
gov/ government/ departments/ finance/ michigan-tax- 
agreement-benefits. After review of your application, 
you will be notified of your eligibility status. 

If you have any questions regarding the tax 
agreement or your RTM status or benefits, please call 
Julie Rodriguez at (269) 462-4210 or e-mail her at 
Julie.Rodriguez@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

If you are a Resident Tribal Member 

On Line 20 of Schedule 1 , Page 2 of the State of 
Michigan 1040 Form is the RTM exemption under 
a state/ tribal tax agreement. Not all Pokagon citizens 


are automatically qualified for this tax exemption. 

The Pokagon citizens qualified to claim these tax 
exemptions are those who are Resident Tribal 
Members (RTMs). RTMs are only those Pokagon 
citizens who live in the designated tax agreement areas 
and are on the registered list that the Pokagon Band 
Department of Finance sends to the State of Michigan. 

If a Pokagon citizen is unsure of whether he or 
she qualifies for this tax exemption, please contact 
Julie Rodriguez at (269) 462-4210 in the Finance 
Department. 

If you are a qualified RTM you will receive a 
package in January 2015 pertaining to filing taxes for 
2014 from the Pokagon Band Finance Department. 

Please make sure and know your status before you 
file your income taxes. 

Avoid a health care tax penalty: tribal citizens 
are not automatically exempt. 

The Affordable Care Act includes a tax penalty to all 
those who do not have health insurance. However, 
Native Americans can apply for the Indian Status 


Exemption. If you don’t fill out the form to prove that 
you are native, you could face a penalty of up to $695 
per adult and $347 per child each year when filing 
your taxes. 

• You are exempt for life when you file this form. 

• Elders who have Medicare A or Veterans benefits 
do not have to fill out the Indian Exemption form. 
Elders who are under 65-years-old and uninsured 
should file this form. 

• You can still buy insurance on the Health 
Insurance Marketplace if you file this form. 

Pokagon Health Services can help you file for the 
Indian Status Exemption.You can pick up the Indian 
Status Exempt form at Pokagon Health Services. Staff 
will make a copy of your tribal ID card and mail it, 
and your completed form, for you. If you have any 
questions or need help filling out the form, please 
contact Pokagon Health Services at (269) 782-4141. 

iA . vwwv.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/ 

’,X> departments/finance/michigan-tax-agreement- 
benefits 
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Oshke-Kno-Kewewen Traditional PowWow Held May 23-24 


Honoring the Community Eagle Staff 

Preparation has begun for the 2015 Oshke-Kno- 
Kewewen Traditional PowWow, to be held the 
Saturday and Sunday of Memorial Day Weekend, May 
23 and 24 at the Rodgers Lake pow wow grounds. 

The Pow Wow is named in recognition of the 
Pokagon Band community eagle staff carried by the 
Pokagon Band veterans, and the PowWow includes 
activities to honor all the veterans of the Pokagon 
Band community, as well as traditional dancing, 
singing, and crafts. 

Volunteers needed for Oshke-Kno-Kewewen 
Committee 

The Oshke-Kno-Pow Wow Committee is open 
for new members and volunteers for the on- 
going planning and organizing of the event. The 
Committee intends to designate its official Members 
and Alternates at its February 9 meeting. If you are 
interested in becoming an official Committee member, 
or just want to volunteer and participate, feel free to 
attend this meeting. For more information, contact 
Kevin Daugherty at (269) 591-1230 or Marchell 
Wesaw at (269) 462-5303. 


The Committee meets the second Monday of 
every month, with a potluck at 5:30 p.m. and 
start of business at 6:00 p.m. Meetings are at the 
Administration Building, unless otherwise posted. As 
the PowWow nears, the Committee may meet more 
often. Committee members are also expected to be 
available to the weekend of the PowWow. 

Oshke-Kno-Kewewen Logo Design Contest 

The Oshke-Kno-Kewewen PowWow Committee is 
now seeking submissions for the 2015 logo to be used 
for t-shirt designs, the flyer, and the program for the 
upcoming Pow Wow. The proposed logo should focus 
on the focus of the PowWow: the community eagle 
staff. There are two age categories for this contest: 

1. Pokagon Band youth 12 years of age and 
younger (Hand-drawn preferred; and 

2. Pokagon Band citizens of any age. 

The artists who create the winning designs for 
the PowWow will each be awarded a sweatshirt 
and a $25.00 gift card from the Committee. Please 
note: while the Committee wants to support the 
community’s artists, the Committee reserves the 


right to accept, deny, or alter any or all of the designs 
submitted, and all decisions of the Committee are final. 

Please send images to Marchell Wesaw by March 31, 
2015 at 5 p.m. by any of the following means: 

• Deliver in person at the Administration Building 
at 58620 Sink Rd, Dowagiac, MI 49047 

• By mail or delivery service to the same address 

• By e-mail at Marchell.Wesaw@pokagonband- 
nsn.gov. 

The Committee looks forward to many great 
designs! 


Medicare Part B Information for Elders 

If you wish to be reimbursed for Medicare Part B, please send Beth Warner, 
Elders Specialist, a copy of your Social Security Statement. Statements can be 
mailed to: 

Elders Program 
PO Box 180 
Dowagiac MI 49047 

Or they can be faxed to (269) 782-1696. If you have any further questions, 
feel free to contact Beth Warner at (269) 782-0765. 


Free Legal Aid 

For Pokagon Band Citizens 
Starting November 4, 2014 

Do you ne-ed advice o r assistance with a legal issue? Pofcagor* Band of Polawatami Indians 

a lanced for Michigan hdian Legal Services .^l£) to provide legal servioea to Pokagon Band 
citizens fsnd In some instances, spouses at Pokagon Band oiUzens) regarding certain types or legal 
issues, such as: 


* Criminal Matters- in * Guardianship and 

Polygon sand Tni>ai coufl consecrate rsmpa 

(if you are indigeri). 

< Real Estate 

* Power Qt Attorney (Medical Matters 

and'or Financial] 


* Simple tfAb 


Landlord Tenarit 
Matters 


General legal advice 
regsrdirg Michigan 
law 

Genera I legal ad^ce 
on Pokagon Band 
law 


Except for odmiral matters in Pokagon Band Tribal court, lh#ra an na a ssatar income resections 
applicable to Pokagon Band citizens receiving tree legal sendees from Mis ai legal services 
provided include representation in court in some instances the available legal services are limited to 
document i-eMew, document preparation. andiOr proving legal ad^ce The attorney (tom MR _5 is 
licensed lo practice law in the Stale of Michigan o-nty and there Fore, the advice and legal services 
prodded win be tanded to Michigan law and Pokagon Bard taw 

An attorney from MLS wil be atlhe Pokagon Band Comminity Center, boated at 27043- Pdawatomi 
Trail in Dowagiac. iMichgan, two days per weelt to provide legal services Tbe schedule may vary, so 
please call MLS to determine availability. 


WHEN MEETING WITH THE ATTORNEY. PLEASE MAKE SURE TO BRING ALL THE 
PAPERWORK RELATED TO YOUR LEGAL ISSUE. 

f you have any questions or woUd like more informaticr please call MILS at 1 (600) 9&B-C877 



Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Department of Language & Culture 
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Notice of Open Position | Domestic Violence Outreach Events Coordinator 


The Pokagon Band Domestic Violence Awareness Program, coordinated 
through the Department of Social Services, is looking for a part-time female 
contractor to coordinate outreach activities for its federal Office on Violence 
Against Women (OVW) grant. This is a grant-funded contract position 
scheduled to end September 30, 201 5. It is for an average of sixteen (16) 
hours a week and compensation will be based on experience and grant 
requirements. 

The Domestic Violence Outreach Events Coordinator ("DVOE Coordinator”) 
will work closely with the Domestic Violence Awareness Team and the 
Department of Social Services to design and conduct small and large 
community events (“Events”) focused on raising domesfic violence awareness 
and prevention. The DVOE Coordinator will work with the Domestic 
Violence Case Manager to ensure proper domestic violence awareness 
content for the Events. 

Essential functions of this contracted position include, but are not limited to: 

• Coordinate Events that promote a community free of violence, with a 
specific focus on domesfic violence 

• Support and participate in the Events, which will be in both indoor and 
outdoors. 

• Encourage tribal community involvement in the Events. 

• Collaborate with other departments to provide diverse programming. 

• Prepare and submit requested reports for the OVW grant. 

• Assist with preparing budgets and progress reports. 

• Assist with recruiting, training and supervising volunteers to work Events. 
Ensure Events are properly staffed. 


Position Requirements of this contracted position include: 

• High School Diploma/GED 

• Four (4) years of event coordinating experience; event coordinating 
experience within the Pokagon Band community preferred 

• Ability to work evenings and occasional weekends 

• Ability to prioritize and manage multiple projects 

• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills 

• Experience working with Native American communities 

• High proficiency with MS Office Applications 

• Ability to lift up to 30 pounds. 

• Satisfactory criminal background check 

The Pokagon Band Preference Code applies to the selection of the 
Coordinator. The selected person will need to sign a contract outlining terms 
and conditions of the position before compensation will begin. 

If interested in this position, please e-mail your cover letter and resume to 
Mark Pompey at mark.pompey@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 



Your love shelters our children. 

Pokagon Band families foster. 


Neshnabe teachings say that caring for the children is 
everyone’s responsibility Traditionally extended family and clan 
family members would take responsibility for their children if 
parents couldn’t. 

Today many Pokagon children need your help. Becoming a 
tribal foster parent isn’t difficult. Besides getting a background 
check and a license, all you need is patience, caring and 
commitment. Licensing classes are free; many counties 
reimburse for child care while you take classes. 


“I would suggest anybody give it a try, the process is nothing 
like what you might imagine,” says one foster parent. “The need 
was greater than what you’d expect.” 

For this parent, one of the best parts of fostering has been 
seeing how happy the children are. “It opens your eyes and 
helps you become more involved in your own culture, and how 
important it is for the whole community to be a family.” 

To learn more about fostering Pokagon children, please 
contact the Department of Social Services at (269) 462-4216. 
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The Court has approved the publication of this Notice because there is no valid 
address. 

POKAGON BAND OF POTAWATOMI INDIANS 
TRIBAL COURT 
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
CASE NO. 14-3026-PCDCS 
58620 Sink Rd., PO. Box 355, Dowagiac, MI 49047 
Phone (269) 783-0505 Fax (269) 783-0519 

NOTICE OF 

(1) ORDER TO STAY DISTRIBUTIONS OF PER CAPITA 

PAYMENTS; AND 

(2) PETITION/AFFIDAVIT TO WITHHOLD PER CAPITA 
PAYMENTS FOR DELINQUENT CHILD SUPPORT 

To: Austin Scott Antisdel 
Respondent’s Name 

1. Notice is hereby given that a Petition / Affidavit to Withhold Per Capita Payments 
for Delinquent Child Support was filed with the Tribal Court on November 24, 
2014. 

2. Tribal law mandates that all, or an appropriate portion of per capita payments 
due to an enrolled member of the Pokagon Band who is eligible for the per 
capita distributions, shall be directed so as to satisfy delinquent court ordered 
child support. See Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians Gaming Revenue 
Allocation Plan. 

3. Obligations for child support are presumed to be valid unless shown otherwise. 
See 28 USC § 1738B, Full Faith and Credit for Child Support Orders Act. 

4. An Order to Stay Distributions of Per Capita Payments has been entered by the 
Court against your payments and may not be lifted until further order of this 
Court. The Order to Stay Distributions of Per Capita Payments has been served on 
the Revenue Allocation Plan Administrator who is responsible for distributions 
of per capita payments. 

5. An Order to Withhold and Redirect Per Capita Payments for Delinquent Child 
Support shall be entered by this Court within fourteen (14) days of the 
date of publication of this Notice unless you file an objection to the: 

a. RECOGNITION of the foreign court order based on the grounds 
listed in Paragraph 6; or 

b. ENFORCEMENT of the foreign court order based on the 
grounds listed in Paragraph 7. 

6. You may file (a) written objection(s) to the recognition of the foreign court 
orders with the Court. Objections must be filed within the fourteen (14) day 
objection period and MUST demonstrate that the: 

a. foreign court lacked personal or subject matter jurisdiction; or 

b. foreign order was obtained by fraud, duress or coercion. 

7. Unless you file an objection to the enforcement of the foreign court orders, 
an Order to Withhold and Redirect Per Capita Payments for Delinquent Child 
Support will apply ALL of your per capita payments to satisfy the delinquent 
court-ordered child support in each case until such time as the delinquent 
child support obligations are satisfied, or until further order of this Court. 
Objections must be filed within the fourteen (14) day objection period and 
MUST demonstrate that: 

a. you do not owe a DELINQUENT child support obligation; or 

b. redirection of all of your per capita payments would create an 
EXTRAORDINARY UNDUE HARDSHIP to your health or general 
welfare. 

8. If you file a written objection based on any of the grounds listed above, a 
hearing will be scheduled. At the hearing, you will be required to establish 
grounds why the Order to Withhold and Redirect Per Capita Payments for 
Delinquent Child Support should not be granted by this Court. 


The Court has approved the publication of this Notice because there is no valid 

address. 

POKAGON BAND OF POTAWATOMI INDIANS 
TRIBAL COURT 
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
CASE NO. 14-3009-PCDCS 
58620 Sink Rd., PO. Box 355, Dowagiac, MI 49047 
Phone (269) 783-0505 Fax (269) 783-0519 

NOTICE OF 

Motion to Update Delinquent Child Support Obligation 

To: Michael Anthony Sisk 
Respondent’s Name 

1. Notice is hereby given that a Motion to Update Delinquent Child Support 
Obligation was filed with the Tribal Court on January 12, 2015 in the matter 
referenced above. 

2. Tribal law mandates that all, or an appropriate portion of per capita payments 
due to an enrolled member of the Pokagon Band who is eligible for the per 
capita distributions, shall be directed so as to satisfy delinquent court ordered 
child support. See Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians Gaming Revenue 
Allocation Plan. 

3. Obligations for child support are presumed to be valid unless shown otherwise. 
See 28 USC§ 1138B , Full Faith and Credit for Child Support Orders Act. 

4. The current Order to Stay Distributions of Per Capita Payments for Delinquent 
Child Support remains in full force and effect. 

5. An Order Updating Delinquent Child Support Obligation will be entered by this 
Court within fourteen (14) days of the date of service of this Notice unless you 
file an objection to the recognition of the foreign court order based on the 
grounds listed below. 

6. You may file (a) written objections(s) to the recognition of the Order Updating 
Delinquent Child Support Obligation with the Court. Objections must be filed 
within the fourteen (14) day objection period and MUST demonstrate that: 

a. the foreign court lacked personal or subject matter jurisdiction; or 

b. the foreign order was obtained by fraud, duress or coercion. 

7. If you file a written objection based on any of the grounds listed above, a 
hearing will be scheduled. At the hearing, you will be required to establish 
grounds why the Order Updating Delinquent Child Support Obligation should not 
be granted by this Court. 
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New Christmas Check Procedure Adopted 

Effective December 15, 2014 Tribal Council has adopted a procedure regarding 
Undeliverable Gifts (Resolution 14- 12- 15-01). These procedures will be applied 
to old Christmas checks the Department of Finance has been unable to deliver 
to the respective Pokagon citizen. These Christmas checks will revert to the 
Band after one year should they remain unclaimed, similar to the practice of 
holding on to Per Capita checks for 12 months. For those citizens listed below, 
for whom a Christmas check is still outstanding from November of 2013 or 
prior, you have until March 31, 2015 to update your address with Enrollment, 
otherwise the funds will be forfeited as allowed under the new procedures. 


Per Capita News 

The Enrollment Office needs the following individuals to update their addresses so 
that these payments can be mailed. If there is an X in the column(s) by your name, 
you have either a Christmas check and /or per capita payments due to you. Please 
contact Beth Edelberg in the Enrollment Office at (269) 782-1763 or Deidre 
Ecker in the Finance Department at (269) 462-4209. 




Christmas 


Enrollment 

# 

Name 

2009 

2010 

2011 

2012 

2013 

2014 

Monthly 

Per Cap 

83 

John Dylan Watson 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


202 

Jeffrey Morseau 





X 

X 

X 

406 

Michael Lynn Hewitt 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

857 

Peter John Ramirez 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


1446 

Bobby Marcus Haynes 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


1986 

Cristian M Cobb 



X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

4227 

Scott Brewer Jr 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

4442 

Mason Tyler Currey 





X 

X 


5234 

Stacy Lee Watson 






X 


5629 

Eric Anthony Meier 






X 



Please note - you must have a deliverable address on file. 


Attention 1 8- to 20-Yea r-Olds I Per Capita Information 

Attention all high school seniors who are graduating from high school or 
individuals who may be completing their G.E.D. If you are at least 18 years old 
and have achieved either of these you are now eligible to receive your monthly per 
capita checks. All you have to do is send a copy to the Enrollment office. You may 
either mail or fax this. The address to mail to is: 

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Attn: Enrollment Office 
P OBox 180 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 
OR fax to: (269) 782-1964 

The document must be received by January 15 in order to make it on the 
February 2015 check run. Anything received after January 15 will be processed on 
the check run for March 2015. If you have any questions please call the direct per 
capita phone line at (269) 462-4209 or (269) 462-4200 or toll free 
(800) 517-0777. 


Per Capita Important Dates 


Deadline to receive 
Changes/updates/additions 
Received by 

Finance Department 

Checks mailed out on 

Check date 

Direct deposits in accounts 

Friday, December 5,2014 

Thursday, December 1 8, 20 1 4 

Friday, December 19,2014 

Thursday, January 15,2015 

Thursday, January 29, 2015 

Friday, January 31, 2015 

Friday, February 13,2015 

Thursday, February 26, 2015 

Friday, February 28, 2015 

Friday, March 13,2015 

Monday, March 30 2015 

Friday, March 28, 2015 

Wednesday, April 15,2015 

Wednesday, April 29, 2015 

Thursday, April 30, 2015 

Friday, May 15,2015 

Thursday, May 28, 2015 

Friday, May 30, 2015 

Monday, June 15,2015 

Monday, June 29, 2015 

Tuesday, June 27, 2015 

Wednesday, July 15,2015 

Thursday, July 30, 2015 

Friday, July 31,2015 

Friday, August 14,2015 

Thursday, August 27, 2015 

Friday, August 29, 2015 

Tuesday, September 15,2015 

Tuesday, September 29, 2015 

Wednesday, September 30, 2015 

Thursday, October 15,2015 

Thursday, October 29, 2015 

Friday, October 31, 2015 

Monday, November 2, 20 1 5* 

Tuesday, November 24, 20 1 5 

Wed, November 26, 20 1 5 


* Please note that the deadline to receive changes for December 2014 is December 5. In 2015, the 
November deadline for changes is November 2. This is due to time limitations on all the events that 
occur at this time of the year. 


Per Capita Direct Deposit & Tax Withholding Forms 

For those tribal citizens receiving per capita checks in the mail and who do not 
have direct deposit, enclosed with your check you will find a direct deposit and a 
tax withholding form. These will be included with your check every month until 
we achieve 100% direct deposits. 

The tribe is currently having mandatory direct deposit for per capita checks. In 
the case of individuals not being able to set up a bank account, the tribe is offering 
a cash card on which the per capita checks will be loaded onto every month. We 
are making efforts to give everyone a chance to set up a bank account of your 
choice and on your own. 

As always, the tax withholding form is not mandatory although highly suggested 
as per capita payments are subject to federal and state taxes. The tribe only 
withholds federal taxes with a completed form, state taxes are the responsibility of 
the citizen. 

If you have any questions, please call the direct per capita phone line at 
(269) 462-4209 or (269) 462-4200 or toll free (800) 517-0777. The per capita 
phone line and my extension both have lengthy messages listing various per capita 
information. Please leave a message and I will return your call as soon as possible. 
Both of the above stated forms are available online at www.Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Once you turn in a direct deposit form and as long as I receive it by the 15th of 
the month, the information will be entered into the system and the first month is 
always a test run to the bank, so the check will still be mailed to you. The following 
month, as long as I do not receive any errors from the bank, will be direct deposit. 
As earlier stated, you will continue to receive the two forms in with your checks 
every month. If you have completed a form, no need to fill out another one. 
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Tribal Council February Calendar of Events 

2 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

3 Gaming Authority Closed, Four Winds New Buffalo, 10 a.m. 

9 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

1 0 Gaming Authority Closed, Four Winds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 

1 4 Tribal Council Meeting, Community Center, 1 0 a.m. 

1 6 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

17 Gaming Authority Closed, Four Winds Hartford, 10 a.m. 

23 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

24 Gaming Authority Closed, Four Winds New Buffalo, 10 a.m. 

Please check the website, www.pokagonband-nsn.gov, or call (888) 782-2426 
before attending to confirm that a meeting has not been cancelled. 


Tribal Council March Calendar of Events 

2 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

3 Gaming Authority Closed, Four Winds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 

9 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

1 0 Gaming Authority Closed, Four Winds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 

1 4 Tribal Council Meeting, Community Center, 1 0 a.m. 

1 6 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

1 7 Gaming Authority Closed, Four Winds Hartford, 1 0 a.m. 

23 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

24 Gaming Authority Closed, Four Winds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 

28 Annual Membership Meeting, 1 0 a.m. 

Please check the website, www.pokagonband-nsn.gov, or call (888)782-2426 
before attending to confirm that a meeting has not been cancelled. 


Can’t Get to Elders Council Business Meetings? 
Participate Via Webcast 

Business meetings are held the first Thursday of every month at the Community 
Center in Dowagiac. For your convenience the meetings are now broadcast on 
the internet to listen in on what is going on with the Elders. If you are able to 
take advantage of this — please do! — Elders business meetings are called to order at 
11:00 a.m. Visit the Pokagon website to access the webcasting: www.pokagonband- 
nsn.gov/citizens/web-casting.Any questions, please call Stanley Morseau, Elders 
Chairman, (269) 783-6828. 


Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
ELDERS SNOW REMOVAL MONETARY REQUEST 

This program reimburses Pokagon elders anywhere in the U.S. for residential snow 
removal services. You are responsible for finding your own service provider. This 
program does not cover shoveling or snowblowing, or elders living at the Pokegnek 
Edawat village or complexes where this service is already provided for you. This is for 
residences, not businesses. Call Elders Hall at (800) 859-2717 or (269) 783-6102 with 
questions. 


Don’t forget our social lunches held every third Thursday of the month. On 
these days we may have holiday parties, special events, or games. Every weekday 
a hot lunch is served at the Elders Hall.You are welcome to come to meet new 
elders you may not know or visit your friends. 
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The Absolutely True Diary of a Part- 
Time Indian by Sherman Alexie 

Events/Activities 2015 


One Story is a grassroots, community-based program designed to build awareness of contemporary issues. 
One Story partners currently include The Pokagon Band of Potawatomi, Dowagiac Area History Museum, 
Dowagiac District Library, Dogwood Fine Arts Festival, Dowagiac Union Schools, and Southwestern Michigan 
College. 


This year’s book selection is The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie. Alexie is a 
Spokane/Coeur dAlene Indian who grew up in Wellpinit, Washington on the Spokane Indian Reservation. The 
novel is based on Alexie’s own experiences and utilizes words and pictures to tell the story of a young Indian 
boy who leaves his school on the reservation to attend an all-white school. The 201 5 One Story events are 
based on various themes explored in Alexie’s semi-autobiographical book. 


onestoryread.com 


Name: Current Address: 

City: State & ZIP Code: 

Phone Number: Tribal ID #: 

SNOW REMOVAL SERVICE PROVIDER INFORMATION 

Name: Current Address: 

City: State & ZIP code: 


SMC Movie Showing Smoke Signals 

January 29 I Doors Open at 6:00 pm, Movie Begins at 6:30 pm | SMC Student Activity Center Theater 

SMC will host a free showing of Sherman Alexie’s movie, Smoke Signals , which is based on his book, The Lone Ranger and 
Tonto Fistfightin Fleaven. Free refreshments will be served. 

pokagon band “Walking in Two Worlds” Art Workshop 

February 1 2 | 5:30 pm | Pokagon Band Community Center 

The Pokagon Band will host a presentation and art workshop. Participants will learn about artist, Louie Cong’s, message about 
the importance of expressing one’s identity. They will then use “MockUps” to custom design their own pair of Vans shoes. 
Refreshments and art materials will be provided. 

DOWAGIAC AREA HISTORY MUSEUM + DOWAGIAC DISTRICT LIBRARY Book Discussion 

February 1 8 I 6:30 pm | Dowagiac Area History Museum 

The Dowagiac Area History Museum will host a booktalkabout The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian. The 
discussion will be facilitated by Steve Arseneau, director of the museum, and Kristie Bussler, Pokagon Band educational 
resource specialist. 


Phone Number: Business Name: 


Please complete the above application and send it, along with your service provider’s 
invoice or receipt, to Elders Council P.0 Box 180, Dowagiac, Michigan 49047. No hand 
written, unofficial receipts will be accepted. 


Signature of Applicant: Date: 

By signing, I agree that all information provided on this form to be true and correct. I verify that I 
am the head of household of this residence. I understand this request is limited to up to $25 per 
request, and that I am responsible for any amount greater than $25. I understand that the 
request is limited to $150 one time use throughout winter 2015. 


v To download a PDF of this application, visit pokagon.com/citizens/ 
milestones/55-and-over 


SMC Rising Voices Art Exhibit Opening Reception 

March 1 1 | 1 2:30 pm | SMC Lyon’s Building Art Gallery 

Southwestern Michigan College will host the opening reception and gallery show of Rising Voices. The show celebrates the 
connection between the visual arts and the written word. 

dowagiac area history museum BlackAsh Basket Workshop 

TBA | TBA | Dowagiac Area History Museum 

The Museum, in conjunction with Pokagon Band Citizens, will hold a basket-making workshop. There is a $1 0 pre-registration 
fee to make a basket. Observation of the workshop is free. 

POKAGON BAND + dowagiac middle and high schools Relentless Tour Anti-Bullying Awareness with Anthony lanni 

TBA | TBA | Dowagiac Middle School Auditorium and Dowagiac High School Gymnasium 

Anthony lanni, former Michigan State University basketball player, will share his personal story of having autism and being 
bullied to Dowagiac middle and high school students during two school-wide assemblies. He will be available for meet and 
greet immediately following. 

DOWAGIAC AREA history museum To Honor and Comfort: Native Quilting Traditions 

May 2 | 1 :00 pm | Dowagiac Area History Museum 

The museum will host Dr. Marsha MacDowell and Dr. Kurt Dewhurstfrom Michigan State University who will present ‘To 
Honor and Comfort: Native Quilting Traditions,” a collaborative project between the National Museum of the American Indian 
and Michigan State University Museum. 

dowagiac fine arts committee From Stereotype to Superhero: The History of Native Americans in Comic Books 

May 21 | 6:30 pm | Dowagiac Area History Museum 

Who gets to be a superhero? Does it matter? Scott Topping, comic book enthusiast, will guide the audience through an 
exploration of Native Americans in comic books and graphic novels, focusing on the shift from commercial, non-Native 
storytelling to personal Native storytellers. 


onestoryread.com 
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Tribal Office Directory 


Administration 
Information Technology 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

Toll Free (800) 5 1 7-0777 

FAX (269) 782-6882 

Commodities 
(269) 782-3372 
Toll Free (888) 281-1 I I I 
FAX (269) 782-7814 

Communications 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

Compliance 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

Chi Ishobak 

415 E Prairie Ronde Street 
(269) 783-4157 

Education and Training 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-0887 

Toll Free (888) 330-1234 

FAX (269) 782-0985 

Elders Program 
53237 Townhall Rd. 

(269) 782-0765 

Toll Free (800) 859-2717 

FAX (269) 782-1696 

Elections 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-9475 

Toll Free (888) 782-9475 

Enrollment 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-1763 
FAX (269) 782-1964 

Finance 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

Toll Free (800) 5 1 7-0777 

FAX (269) 782-1028 

Head Start 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 783-0026/ 

(866) 250-6573 
FAX (269) 782-9795 
Health Services / 

Behavioral Health 
57392 M 51 South 
(269) 782-4141 
Toll Free (888) 440-1234 
FAX (269) 782-8797 


Housing & Facilities 
27043 Potawatomi Trail 
(269) 783-0443 
FAX (269) 783-0452 

Human Resources 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 
FAX (269) 782-4253 

Language & Culture 
58653 Sink Rd. 

(269) 462-4325 

Mno-Bmadsen 
4 1 5 E. Prairie Ronde St. 
(269) 783-41 I I 

Natural Resources 
32142 Edwards St. 

(269) 782-9602 
FAX (269) 783-0452 

Social Services 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

Toll Free (800) 5 1 7-0777 

FAX (269) 782-4295 

South Bend Area Office 
3733 Locust Street 
South Bend, IN 46614 
(574) 282-2638 
Toll Free (800) 737-9223 
FAX (574) 282-2974 
(269) 782-8998 

Tribal Council 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-6323 

Toll Free (888) 376-9988 

FAX (269) 782-9625 

Tribal Court 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 783-0505/ 

FAX (269) 783-0519 

Tribal Police 
58155 M-5 1 South 
(269) 782-2232 
Toll Free (866) 399-0161 
FAX (269) 782-7988 


Tribal Council Directory 

(888) 376-9988 

Chairman 

John P. Warren 

(269)214-2610 

JohnWarren@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Vice-chairman 

Robert Moody, Jr 

(269)783-9379 

Bob.Moody@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Treasurer 

Eugene Magnuson 

(269)783-9297 

Eugene.Magnuson@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Secretary 

Faye Wesaw 

(269)782-1864 

Faye.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Steve Winchester 

(269)591-0119 

Steve.Winchester@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Thomas Wesaw 

(269)783-6831 

Tom.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.govov 


Member at large 

Michaelina Martin 

(269)783-9260 

Micky.Martin@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Andy Jackson 

(269)783-9340 

Andy.Jackson@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Roger Rader 

(269)783-9039 

Roger.Rader@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Elders Representative 

Carl Wesaw 
(269) 240-8092 

Carl.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Executive Secretary 

Kelly Curran 

(269)591-0604 

Kelly.Curran@pokagonband-nsn.gov 


Elders Council Directory 

Elders Hall (800)859-2717 or (269)782-0765 


Chair 

Stanley Morseau 
(269) 462-5797 

Vice Chair 

Maxine Margiotta 
(269)783-6102 

Secretary 

Audrey Huston 
(269)591-4519 


Treasurer 

Clarence White 

(269)876-1118 

Member at Large 

Ruth Saldivar 
(269)214-1279 


Senior Youth Council Directory 


Chairman 

Collin Church 

Collin.Church@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Treasurer 

Alex Wesaw 

Alex.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Secretary 

Cassondra Church 

Cassondra.Church@pokagonband-nsn.gov 


Member at large 

Michael Gamache 

Michael.Camache@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Skyler Daisy 

Skyler.Daisy@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Nicole Holloway 

Interim Youth Culture Coordinator 

(269) 462-4325 


Junior and Senior Youth Council Members Wanted 

Both Senior and Junior Youth Councils are open to any Pokagon youngster. 
Anyone can join, and eventually run for the executive board. Besides the 
age divisions, there are differences between the two groups. The Junior 
Youth Council provides a voice for native youth between the ages of 1 2 
and 18. The Council promotes the development of future tribal leaders 
through educational attainment and Potawatomi language, culture, pride, 
and identity. The Junior Youth Council also coordinates community service 
projects and provides opportunities for native youth to interact for fun 
and friendship. 


The Senior Youth Council provides a voice for Pokagon citizens between 
the ages of 1 8 and 24. The Senior Youth Council also coordinates 
community service projects and provides opportunities for Pokagon young 
adults to interact for fun and friendship. The Council mobilizes members 
toward positive goals, promotes the development of future tribal leaders and 
educates native youth about tribal government. 
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Happy Birthday to my 
beautiful daughter 
Kayla Cillan. 1 1 years 
old on February 1 9. I 
am so proud of you! I 
love you! 



H ave you ever wanted your own regalia to dance at 
powwows but didn’t know how to make one or don’t 
have the ability financially? Then this is your program! 
We are inviting individuals who want to learn basic 
sewing, beading or other skills to start and finish their 
own unique regalia. 

The Department of Language Cr Culture would also like 
to invest in your commitment by reimbursing the first 5 
people who complete their full regalia will be eligible for 
reimbursement up to $500. 


January 

Sunday, January 25 
February 
Sunday, February 1 
Sunday, February 1 5 

March 

Sunday, March 8 
Sunday, March 22 


All classes are 1 :00 pm to 5:00 pm at the 
Community Center 

27043 Potawatomi Trail 
Dowagiac, Ml 49047 


For more information, contact Nicole Holloway 
at (269) 462-4325 or nicole.holloway@ 
pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


CYANKOBJECEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 


POKACON.COM 



Let’s Play Hoops 


Stay tuned for more details on a March 3-on-3 Tournament, 
a spring basketball league for youth 12-18, and the 
Native American Basketball Invitational in July. 

Contact Dan Stohrer for more information at (269) 462-4225 
or daniel.stohrer@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

CYANKOBJECEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 

oo© 

POKACON.COM 



Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Pokagon Health Services 

<Mld'$ame£)iwuA 

March 1 3 | 6-8 pm 
Community Center 

Pokagon Health Service invites fathers and their families to join them 
for a wild game dinner and an evening of crafting, a presentation and 
other fun activities. 

Please RSVP by February 20 to Elizabeth Leffler at (269) 462-4406 or 
elizabeth.leffler@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

CYANKOBJECEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 

POKACON.COM 
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Pokagon Youth Share Native American Experience with Secretary 
of Education 


By Jennifer Klemm-Dougherty 

During the sixth White House 
Tribal Nations Conference, President 
Obama announced that members 
of his Cabinet would visit Indian 
Country to hear directly from 
native youth on how to improve 
the lives and opportunities for the 
next generation. This year, Obama 
Administration Cabinet Secretaries 
will hold listening sessions with native 
youth across the country 

Two Pokagon youth were selected to attend a listening 
session with the Secretary of Education, Arne Duncan. They 
traveled with a male and female chaperone to Washington 
D.C. in January. 

“The students, ages 15 and 13, were selected to go to this 
event,” said Dan Stohrer, youth services coordinator with 
the Department of Language and Culture. “Both of these 
students attended a listening session in Lansing. They each 
had an opportunity to speak about education and being a 
Native American.” 

A month after the session in Lansing, Stohrer received a 
call asking the Pokagon students to come to Washington D.C. 
Youth Services Connection sponsored trip. 


“It was exciting for 
the students to educate 
the director about 
their experiences,” said 
Stohrer. “They also had the 
opportunity to share stories 
with other Native American 
students from all over the 
country, including Alaska and 
Hawaii.” 

“The biggest takeaway from 
this event was that it gave 
these students confidence in their voices,” explained Stohrer. 

Statistically, native children are more likely to have 
substance abuse problems than any other racial group. Suicide 
is the leading cause of death among native youths, and many 
native children grow up in communities with higher rates of 
drugs, violence and poverty. Hearing the voices of the youth 
is critical to developing plans to improve their lives and the 
lives of future generations. 



Sugar Bush Season Brings New Equipment, Smoother Process 
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The Department of Language and Culture purchased new 
equipment for this year's sugar bush season to ensure a 
smoother, less wasteful process. 

The new evaporator replaces one from previous years that 
was worn out from use. The new evaporator is modern, but 
still derives heat from a wood fire. 

We have 100 new taps and buckets that will catch the sap. 
The bags hung from the trees during previous seasons were 
prone to freezing and breaking. The new buckets have lids 
and will be easier to dump into the storage container. 

After we dump the sap from the buckets into the large 
storage container, the sap will flow through the float and into 
the evaporator. From there, we will pour the sap into the 
finisher and then into the bottles. 

The float is a brand new piece of equipment for the Band. 
It connects the storage container and the evaporator. It allows 
only the maximum of 30 gallons of sap to flow into the 
evaporator, closing off when the evaporator is full. This will 
prevent sap from burning or running over. 

After the sap is boiled in the evaporator, it will be filtered, 
cleaned, and brought to bottling temperature in the finisher, 
another piece of equipment the Band has never used. This 
will also ensure the syrup will not be burned and wasted. 

The final new item we are using this season is a syrup 
hydrometer. This is a thermometer made just for use 
with syrup, so we can be sure the syrup is at the correct 
temperature for bottling. 


Call Language and Culture at (269) 462-4325 to volunteer 
and start using this new equipment. More traditional methods 
of sugar bushing are also available. 
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Circuit Healing Program Brings Improved Health for Citizens Struggling with Addiction 


By Jennifer Klemm-Dougherty 

The Pokagon Band’s Behavior Health program will 
launch a circuit healing program in March. The 
goal of the program is to establish a better spiritual 
equilibrium between individuals and their universe. 

This translates into an improved physical and mental 
state. 

Circuit healing encompasses a form of touch therapy 
and/ or massage, auricular acupuncture, and breath and 
energy work through motivational interviewing and 
cognitive reframing counseling. 

“We are so excited to bring this program to the 
tribe,” said Daun Bieda, Behavioral Health program 
supervisor. “We are excited to help others establish a better spiritual equilibrium. 
The goal is to decrease the symptoms of participants and create better wellness.” 

The program last for 12 weeks, and symptoms are monitored monthly. “We don’t 
want people dependent on circuit healing, and we aim to eventually move them 
into a counseling or therapy setting,” explained Bieda. 


To qualify for this program, participants must be at 
least 1 8 years of age and 

have a history or current struggle with alcohol and/ or 
drug use, and have symptoms of depression, anxiety or 
stress. Participants must be willing to enroll 
in the Access to Recovery program. All individuals 
will be asked to participate in all three thirty minute 
circuits (massage, counseling and acupuncture) on a 
weekly basis for 12 weeks. 

A licensed massage therapist will provide the touch 
therapy. The massage will include Native American 
healing practices such as smudging, aromatherapy, 
drumming and/ or music, and deep breathing. 

A licensed professional counselor will be conducting the therapeutic counseling 
sessions. A staff member certified by the National Acupuncture Detoxification 
Association will provide the acupuncture circuit. 

There are currently more than a dozen citizens on the waiting list for Circuit 
Healing. Others interested in learning more about the program should contact 
Jessica in Behavioral Health at (269) 462-4459. 



Understanding Purchased/Referred Care Program Requirements 


By Priscilla Gatties, PHS business manager 

Purchased/Referred Care, or PRC, used to be known 
as Contract Health Services, and is a program that 
is open to Pokagon Band citizens who reside in the 
ten county service delivery area (Allegan, Van Buren, 
Cass and Berrien counties in Michigan, and La Porte, 
St Joseph, Elkhart, Starke, Marshall and Kosciusko 
counties in Indiana). PRC assists with payment of 
medical bills when these services have been referred 
out by one of our Pokagon Health Services Providers. 

To register and stay eligible for the program, you 
will need to do the following: 

1 . Provide Pokagon Health Services with the 
following documents: 

a. Your Pokagon Band tribal ID or a letter of 
enrollment 

b. Your current state driver’s license or state ID, 
or one piece of mail (not personal or tribal 
government mail) i.e. a recent utility bill with 
your name and address 

2. Call in to update your information on file every 
year during your birthday month, and provide 
updated documentation as requested. 

3. Change your Primary Care Provider to Pokagon 
Health Services: 

a. Schedule an appointment with a Pokagon 
Health Services Primary Care Provider to 
establish your care 

b. Keep your PHS Provider as your Primary 
Care Provider and have at least one follow up 
appointment every three years. Make sure to 
keep your scheduled appointments. 

4. If you have no other insurance, you will need 
apply for other health coverage programs such as 
Medicaid. Our staff can help you apply. If you are 
denied for a valid reason, you will still be eligible 
for PRC. 


In order for your services outside of PHS to be 
covered, you will be assigned to a Referral Specialist. 
Your services must be referred from PHS and 
approved ahead of time: 

1 . A referral can come from your PHS Provider or 
in some cases from your Referral Specialist. 

2. Your Referral Specialist will help you set up your 
appointments with approved providers. 

3. You must report all your appointments to you 
Referral Specialist ahead of time. You will be 
given a confirmation number when you report 
your appointments. 

4. Your Referral Specialist can approve your 
appointment, or will let you know if your visit 
will need to be taken to our Medical Care 
Review Committee for approval. 

In some emergency situations, you will need to go 
to the ER or a Walk In clinic and will not be able 
to get authorization for your visit ahead of time. For 
those situations, please remember: 

1. You have 72 hours to report your emergency visit 
to Pokagon Health Services. If you are over 65 
years of age, or legally disabled, then you have 30 
days to report your emergency visit. 

2. Only use the emergency room in situations where 
you feel your life or limb is in danger, i.e. if you 
are having difficulty breathing, or you have broken 
your leg in an accident. 

3. Before you use a walk in facility, you must 
attempt to use the PHS Clinic. If there are no 
appointments, a nurse will advise you where to go 
and your Referral Specialist can authorize your 
walk in visit. 

Things to remember: 

1 . When you become eligible, you will get a 

Purchased/Referred Care Card with your own 
unique ID number. Make sure to give that card 


along will all other insurance cards to your 
outside provider’s office when you have an 
appointment. Our billing address is on the card, 
and your provider will know where to send your 
claims. 

2. 1 fyou do receive a bill for a service that should 
be covered by PRC, please call the provider’s 
office right away to make sure they send your 
claims to Pokagon Health Services. If the provider 
continues to bill you, bring your bill to the PRC 
department and we will assist you. 

3. If PRC has paid on your claim and your provider 
sends you a bill for the balance, bring your bill to 
PRC right away. Your provider should not bill you 
for any balance once PRC has paid your claim. 

4. If PRC denies your claim, you will get a denial 
notice in the mail. If you wish to dispute the 
denial, you can write an appeal letter. Instructions 
on where to send the appeal letter will be on the 
denial notice. 

Contact Numbers: 

To register for PRC or update your information for 
your birthday month: (269) 782-4141 

To report your emergency appointments after-hours: 
(269) 782-4141 

For assistance with your Medicaid application: 

Carlos Aguayo, (269) 462-4418 

To report and get authorization for upcoming 
appointments: 

(269) 462-4421 - Shawnee Owen (A-L) 

(269) 462-4407 - Coralee Graham (M-Z) 

To call about a bill you received: (269) 462-4411 - 
Carle e Maddox 

For any other questions about the PRC program: 
(269) 462-4403 - Priscilla Gatties 
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March is National Nutrition Month 


By Marcy Herbert, PHS registered 
dietician 

The Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics is urging 
us to get on board and bite into a healthy lifestyle. 
This involves regular physical activity and an 
eating pattern that meets individual nutrient needs 
within calorie limits, which is vital to maintaining 
good health and quality of life. 

Making small changes based on Dietary 
Guidelines will help you get started. 

• Enjoy your food, but eat less 

• Avoid oversized portions 

• Make half your plate fruits and vegetables 

• Switch to fat-free or low-fat (1%) milk 

• Compare sodium in foods like soup, bread, 
and frozen meals, and choose the foods with 
lower numbers. 

• Drink water instead of sugary drinks. 


The Dietary and MyPlate Guidelines combined 
will help you: 

• Find balance between food and physical 
activity to manage your weight 

• Reduce food and food components linked to 
increased health risks 

• Increase food and nutrients that promote 
health while staying within your calorie needs 

• Build a healthful eating pattern 

Log in and take this quick quiz to see where 
you can start to make changes. 
www.eatright.org/ nnm/ games/quiz/index.html 

Please contact Marcy Herbert, registered 
dietitian at Pokagon Health Services at (269) 782- 
4141 to set up an individualized plan to meet your 
lifestyle, preferences and health-related needs. 




vwwv.eatrightorg/nnm/games/quiz/index.htnnl 


March is Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month 

By Liz Leffler, community health nurse 

Colorectal cancer is cancer that occurs in the colon or rectum. The colon is the 
large intestine or large bowel. The rectum is the passageway that connects the colon 
to the anus. Sometimes called colon cancer, this is the second leading cancer killer 
in the United States. If everyone aged 50 years or older had regular screening tests, 
at least 60 percent of deaths from this cancer could be avoided. 

Anyone can get colorectal cancer. It is most commonly found in people over 
the age of 50, and the risk increases the older you are. Characteristics that increase 
your risk of colorectal cancer include: having a close relative that had colorectal 
polyps or colorectal cancer, having inflammatory bowel disease, or having a genetic 
syndrome such as familial adenomatous polyposis (FAP) or hereditary nonpolyposis 
colorectal cancer. People at high risk for colorectal cancer may need earlier or 
more frequent tests than others. Talk to your doctor about when to begin screening 
and how often you should be tested. 

If you are over the age of 50, getting colorectal cancer screening test could save 
your life. 

• Colorectal cancer usually starts from polyps in the colon or rectum. A polyp 
is a growth that shouldn’t be there. 

• Over time, some polyps can turn into cancer. 

• Screening tests can find polyps, so they can be removed before they turn 
into cancer. 

• Screening tests also can find colorectal cancer early. When it is found early, the 
chance of being cured is good. 


Some people think that they would have symptoms of colorectal cancer 
and this is not necessarily true. Early stage colorectal cancer does not always 
cause symptoms, especially at first. This means that someone could have polyps 
or colorectal cancer and not know it. That is why having a screening test is 
so important. There are several types of screening tests used to find polyps or 
colorectal cancer. 

Some symptoms you might have are listed below: 

• Blood in or on your stool (bowel movement). 

• Stomach pain, aches, or cramps that don’t go away. 

• Losing weight and you don’t know why. 

If you have any of these symptoms, talk to your doctor. These symptoms may be 
caused by something other than cancer. 

Many insurance plans and Medicare help pay for colorectal cancer screening tests. 
Check with your plan to see which tests are covered for you. 


Pokegnek Yajdanawa 


Pokegnek Yajdanawa is the monthly voice of Pokegnek 
Bodewadmik, the Pokagon Band of the Potawatomi. 

Citizens are encouraged to submit original letters, stories, 
pictures, poetry and announcements for publication in 
Pokegnek Yajdanawa. Submissions are subject to the established 
guidelines. 


The deadline for citizen submissions for the newsletter is always 
the fourteenth of each month. Please send items for publication to: 

Pokegnek Yajdanawa 
Box 180 

Dowagiac, MI 49047 

Pokagon . N ewsletter@PokagonBand-nsn . gov 
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One Story Project Hosts Walking In Two Worlds, MockUps Workshop 


What does it mean to “walk in two worlds” or to “walk in multiple worlds?” The 
One Story Reading Project participants met at the Pokagon Band Community 
Center on February 12 to explore these ideas through art. They designed 
MockUps, which are miniature models of shoes created by the multicultural artist 
Louie Gong to show unique aspects of themselves. 

If you weren’t able to attend the workshop, it is not too late to participate; the 
Department of Education still has materials available. We ask that all MockUps be 
completed by April 14 and given to the Department of Education to display when 



Louie Gong is here as a special guest. He will be presenting at two local events 
in April: a One Story presentation open to the public at Southwestern Michigan 
College, and also a speaking engagement at the Michigan Tribal Education 
Directors Conference in New Buffalo. 

If you want to make MockUps or have any questions, please contact Kristie 
Bussler at (269) 462-4222 or Kristie.Bussler@Pokagonband-nsn.gov. 




Your love shelters our children 


Pokagon Band families 

Neshnabe teachings say that caring for the children is 
everyone’s responsibility. Traditionally, extended family and clan 
family members would take responsibility for their children if 
parents couldn’t. 

Today many Pokagon children need your help. Becoming a 
tribal foster parent isn’t difficult. Besides getting a background 
check and a license, all you need is patience, caring and 
commitment. Licensing classes are free; many counties 
reimburse for child care while you take classes. 


foster. 

“I would suggest anybody give it a try, the process is nothing 
like what you might imagine,” says one foster parent. “The need 
was greater than what you’d expect.” 

For this parent, one of the best parts of fostering has been 
seeing how happy the children are. “It opens your eyes and 
helps you become more involved in your own culture, and how 
important it is for the whole community to be a family.” 

To learn more about fostering Pokagon children, please 
contact the Department of Social Services at (269) 462-4216. 
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Regalia Class Draws Largest Ever Attendance 

The Regalia 101 Class on Sunday, February 15, drew 53 members of the 
community of all ages, creating the largest ever attendance. 

“Regalia is for the community,” said Patty Jo Kublik, cultural activities coordinator. 
“It’s good medicine to be together.” 

Young ones raced about the Community Center and made crafts, while others 
glued, sewed, and beaded at tables. People were creating regalia for themselves — 
some for the first time — and for our little ones. Elders Cathy Ford, Kathy Grant, 


and Margaret Rapp worked on regalia for children at Head Start. Across the room, 
tribal spouse Susan Magnuson started her first regalia, to be entirely made from 
buckskin. 

Citizens of the Huron, Gunn Lake, and Prairie Bands joined the Pokagon Band 
at the class. Madeline Big Bear and Jefferson Ballew presented. 

The next class is Sunday, March 8 from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.You can bring 
food to share, and other snacks will be provided. 



Pokagon Wellness Center Member Spotlight: 

Lorraine K. Crewett 

Why do you use the Pokagon Band Wellness Center? 

It’s become part of my daily routine. Every morning before work I walk/jog on 
the treadmill. At lunch time two to three times a week I lift weights. Makes me feel 
great and energized for the day. 

What do you like most about the Pokagon Band Wellness Center? 

Convenience. I don’t have any excuse to not use it. The equipment is so user 
friendly and there’s always someone to assist if you have any questions. 

What would you say to someone who has never been to the Pokagon 
Wellness Center? 

TRY IT. You’ll only feel better. 

Do you have any specific goals or events you are training to accomplish? 

I started out wanting to lose some weight for my daughter’s wedding in May, but 
now I utilize the Center for myself. It makes me feel great every day. . 

What would you like others to know about you or the facility? 

I love working for the Pokagon Band and serving the Native American 
community. My father and both of his parents were full-blooded Anishnabe and I 
feel blessed to have had them as my family and fell blessed to now work with our 
people. 


Mishkowze | Be strong. Do well. 


Join the staff at Pokagon Health Services 
to better understand your health, take 
steps to improve your wellness, and 
support others in their efforts. We'll 
meet at 5 p.m. on the second Thursday 

March 12 

Colorectal Cancer Awareness 
Nutrition Month 


of each month at the Pokagon Health 
Center to hear from experts on health 
topics of the month, to share a meal and 
to give prizes. 

May 14 

American Stroke Awareness 
Sports Fitness 
National Blood Pressure 
Awareness 

Women’s Health Care 
Month 


April 9 

Alcoholism Awareness 
Every Kid Healthy 
National Addictions 
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Wesaw Appointed to U.S. Civil Rights Commission Committee 


Matthew J. Wesaw, director of the Michigan 
Department of Civil Rights (MDCR), has been 
appointed to serve on the United States Civil 
Rights Commission’s (USCCR) Michigan Advisory 
Committee. The two-year appointment was effective 
as of January 29. 

Wesaw has been MDCR director since November 
2013. Prior to joining the department, he served as 
member, vice chairman and past chairman of the 


Pokagon Band Tribal Council. Wesaw worked 26 years 
for the Michigan State Police and six years with the 
Michigan State Police Troopers Association. 

The USCCR was created by the Civil Rights 
Act of 1957 as an independent, bi-partisan federal 
agency whose mission is to inform the development 
of national civil rights policy and enhance the 
enforcement of federal civil rights laws. The USCCR 
is comprised of eight commissioners, half of whom 


are appointed by the President and half of whom 
are appointed by Congress. Fifty-one State Advisory 
Committees (representing all 50 states and the District 
of Columbia) are made up of citizen volunteers who 
are appointed by commissioners to assist with fact- 
finding, investigation and information sharing. 



Dreamcatchers Applications Coming Soon 


Although it may be hard to imagine, July is just around the corner. The Department 
of Education is busy preparing for Dreamcatchers 2015, which will run from 
July 6 — July 30. Dreamcatchers is an excellent opportunity for Pokagon Band 
youth to learn about native culture while also growing in the areas of STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, and mathematics). Every week, the students will 
participate in classroom activities and will also travel to fun and educational places 
to enrich their learning experience. 

Once again, the program will be open to students entering Kindergarten through 
12th grades. Stay tuned for more Dreamcatchers details. 


Riddle 

Last month’s riddle winner is Caitlin Williams who answered, “Why do melons 
need to be married in churches?” The answer was “They cantaloupe.” 

Collin Church won a gift card for his riddle being selected. Check it out: 

"What does a Native American Biologist live in?" 

Mail or e-mail your correct answer to susan.doyle@pokagonband-nsn.gov and 
you will be entered in a drawing to win a gift card. Mail or e-mail your own riddle 
and the person whose riddle is selected for the next newsletter will also win a 
gift card. 

Language & Culture Seeking Workshop Presenters 

Language and Culture is in need of presenters and volunteers for workshops, sugar 
season and seasonal story telling. If you have a talent, stories to share, workshop 
ideas, gardening, sugar bush ideas, teachings to pass on and would like to be part of 
our traditions and culture, please contact Language and Culture at (269) 462-4325. 


Elders Engage with Social Media, E-Readers 

Several Elders attended the February workshop on social media and its many uses. 
The next Elders training on March 5 will concentrate on: 

• Accessing Facebook (FB) 

• Creating a FB account 

• Downloading a FB Photo 

• Updating/creating FB Status 

• FB do’s and don’ts 

The E-Reader workshop will be April 15 at 4:00 p.m. at the Silver Creek 
Event Center at Four Winds New Buffalo during the Michigan Tribal Education 
Directors Association Conference April 14—16. 


Please pre-register at vwvw.pokagon.com/fornn/elders-kindle-workshop 
to receive a Kindle at the workshop. 
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Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Department of Language & Culture 



South Bend Drum Class 

3733 Locust Road 
South Bend, IN 46614 

6:00 pm-8:00 pm 

2015 

March 4 June 3 

April! July! 

May 6 


Dowagiac Drum Class 

Department of Language and Culture 
586853 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

6:00 pm-8:00 pm 

2015 

March 1 1 June 1 0 
April 8 July 8 

May 1 3 

GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 

go© 

POKACON.COM 


For more information, please contact Nicole Holloway at (269) 462-4325 or 
nicole.holloway@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 
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Chi Ishobak Welcomes New Team Member 

Chi Ishobak recently hired Eric Stovern of Dowagiac as the new financial services 
manager. Eric started with Chi Ishobak on February 16 and will manage all aspects 
of Chi Ishobak’s loan program and individual development account (IDA) program. 

“We are very excited to have Eric as part of the team.” Sean Winters, Chi 
Ishobak’s executive director stated, “With his background and vision, he will 
definitely be an asset for our organization and we are fortunate to have him on 
board.” 

Eric moved to Dowagiac in 1979 and has been an active member of the 
community ever since. He is a graduate of Dowagiac Union High School. He 
received his Bachelors of Business Administration from Western Michigan 
University and a Master’s of Business Administration from Bethel College. His 
professional experience includes small-business ownership, international non-profit 
administration, and college professor. 

Chi Ishobak is a Community Development Institution (CDFI) that provides 
financial products and services to the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians. If you 
would like to learn more about Chi Ishobak’s programs, services, or to greet our 
newest team member, please contact Eric Stovern at the information listed below. 

Chi Ishobak, Inc. 

PO. Box 766 
27043 Potawatomi Trail 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 
(269) 783-4157 
eric.stovern@chiishobak.org 
www. chiishobak.org 



2015 FINANCIAL WELLNESS WORKSHOPS 

Chi Ishobak is introducing an updated financial education program for Pokagon 
Band citizens, families, and employees. More than just information, this 
program is designed to identify financial behaviors and the cultural relevance 
associated with those behaviors. This workshop will cover six components 
that address the basic aspects of personal financial management and provide 
participants with the tools and processes to take control of their financial 
health. These areas include: savings, communication, budgeting, debt, and 
credit building. 


Saturday, February 7 

10:00 am -2:00 pm 

Saturday, May 2 

10:00 am -2:00 pm 

Saturday, August 1 

10:00 am -2:00 pm 

Saturday, November 7 

10:00 am -2:00 pm 


The Community Center 

27043 Potawatomi Trail, Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

• Lunch will be provided 

• There is no registration fee 

• Please call to confirm attendance 


For more information, please contact Sean Winters at (269) 783-4157 or at 
sean.winters@chiishobak.org 


Apply for a Summer College Internship with the 
Pokagon Government 

All Pokagon college students interested in participating in the Pokagon College 
Internship are invited to apply here: www.pokagon.com/form/summer-college- 
internship-application.This program is a paid, eight- week summer internship 
program for tribal citizens attending college. Job placements will be in various 
tribal offices in Dowagiac, Michigan. Possible placements include the following 
departments: Housing, Health Services, Information Technology, Social Services, 
Human Resources, Education, Natural Resources, Tribal Court, Communications, 
Tribal Police, Finance, and Language and Culture. If you have any questions please 
call the Department of Education (269) 782 -0887. 



vwwv.pokagon.com/fornn/summer-college-internship-application 



Gwikwe'amen 

Introduction to Program Services Workshop 


- 


March 21 ,201 5 
9:00 am-2:00 PM 
Community Center 

27043 Potawatomi Trail I Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

The Early Childhood Education program offers quarterly workshops named Gwikweamen (gweek-way-ah-min).The verb 
Cwikwe amen talks about us wrapping up a child with a blanket as a symbol of love and devotion. This comes from our hearts and 
the desire to take care of each other. It is our job to look out for one another, especially our children. These workshops extend 
information on various topics, such as positive parenting, prenatal/infancy care, early literacy, school readiness, and cultural 
teachings. Cwikwe amen will be held at the Community Center from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm on Saturdays: 

March 21 Cwikwe amen workshop focuses on “Introduction to Program Services” 

June 6 Cwikwe amen workshop focuses on “Honoring Our Children” 

September 26 Cwikwe amen workshop focuses on “Positive Parenting Techniques” 

December 5 Cwikwe amen workshop focuses on “Pokagon Holly Fair” 

For a description of the full meaning behind Cwikwe amen, please see 
www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/departments/education 


CYANKOBJECEMEN 
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Mno-Bmadsen Establishes Seven Generations Construction Director of Construction Joins Company 


Mno-Bmadsen recently announced the establishment of Seven Generations 
Construction, LLC (7GenConstruction) and that Robert J. Farkas has joined 
the firm as director of construction. 7GenConstruction, LLC is wholly owned 
by Mno-Bmadsen, the holding arm of the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians. 
7GenConstruction will provide design/build, general construction, construction 
management services throughout the Midwest and eastern seaboard states. 
7GenConstruction will function primarily in the federal, corporate/commercial, 
tribal and education markets from offices in South Bend, Indiana and Kalamazoo, 
Michigan. 

Farkas is responsible for the ground-up development of construction project 
delivery systems across all vertical markets and all in-house performance 
contracting entities. 7GenConstruction, in tandem with Seven Generations 
Architecture & Engineering, LLC (7GenAE), provides comprehensive building 
solutions by offering architecture, engineering and construction services. 

“Bob’s addition to our team is huge as it represents a significant expansion of our 
services and capabilities,” said Troy Clay, chief executive officer at Mno-Bmadsen. 
“He has a depth of experience in the design/build delivery model that will enable 
us to add a valuable dimension to 7Gen’s overall operation. The company will now 
include design/build, construction management at risk, general construction and 
self-performing general trades as client offerings.” 


Farkas will lead all phases of design-bid-build and design/build project delivery. 
He attended Ball State University before settling in at Purdue University to pursue 
a degree in civil engineering. Before joining 7GenConstruction, Farkas served 
as project executive and the manager of field operations for Wight & Company 
in Darien, IL. He was responsible for corporate safety and field logistics in 
addition to his project and program roles throughout the operational geography 
of the construction group. Farkas contributed to all business segments and holds 
a diverse project history spanning several key vertical markets including K12, 
higher education and federal contracting. Mr. Farkas led Wight’s Indiana business, 
maintaining a constant presence on projects throughout the state for more than 
a decade. Prior to that, Bob spent eight years in progressive roles with Walsh 
Construction before establishing Terra Group, Inc., as a general construction and 
construction management entity based in New Buffalo, MI. Terra Group, Inc. 
provided construction services to local government and private business entities 
throughout Northwest Indiana and Southwest Michigan. 



DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Wild Kratts Li 

Saturday, April 25, 201 5 
2:00 PM 

Lake Michigan College 
Mendel Center Mainstage 


In collaboration with Lake Michigan College, the Early Childhood Education 
program is offering free tickets (5 ticket limit per household) to Wild Kratts Live! 
on Saturday, April 25, 201 5 at 2 p.m. at the Mendel Center Mainstage! Select 
tickets will be raffled at Gwikwe’amen: Introduction to Program Services on 
Saturday, March 21 , 201 5 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 


Pokagon families may also register online at the Pokagon website 
starting March 25. 


A PBS Kids favorite is coming to the Mendel Center Mainstage! Animated Kratt 
Brothers, Martin and Chris, come to “real life” in a classic Wild Kratts story. Off to 
the Creature Rescue, the Kratt Brothers activate some fan-favorite creature power 
suits to confront a comic villain. Through hilarious pratfalls and amazing animal 
wow facts, the Wild Kratts team rescues a helpless animal friend and returns her 
home “living free and in the wild!” 

Great for ages 3 to Grade 5! 
http://lmcmainstage.org/kratts/ 


POURS’ 

CASINO RESORT 

HARTFORD | DOWAGIAC 
NEW BUFFALO 


POKAGON SUMMER 
INTERNSHIP 

Interested in applying for the summer internship at Four Winds? 
Please see the requirements below for participation in this program. 

• A Pokagon Band Citizen or Spouse of Pokagon Band Citizen 

• Paid internship, with housing* and clothing stipend, and mileage. 

• 8 week program (June 8 - July 30, 201 5) 

• Enrolled full time in college for Fall 2015. 

• Must be 1 8 years of age or older 

For more information, please contact: 

Duane Meyers 

Manager of Tribal Placement and Development 
269-926-5249 or dmeyers@fourwindscasino.com 

Application deadline April 17, 2015. 

Apply online at www.fourwindscasino.com. 

*Certain restrictions apply. 


3282-4.01.2015 
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Team Sees Positive Changes at Accu-Mold 

By Jennifer Klemm-Dougherty 

In an effort to learn more about the businesses owned by Mno-Bmadsen, 
Chairman Warren recently visited Accu-Mold. Accu-Mold is a plastic engineering 
and tooling company located in Portage, Michigan. They have been in business 
for more than 40 years, and were acquired by Mno-Bmadsen, the economic 
development company charted by the Pokagon Band. 

“Chairman Warren has a background in machining,” said Larry Gildea, president 
of Accu-Mold. “He enjoyed seeing the changes, equipment, and the level of 
technology that we have here.” 

Since Mno-Bmadsen acquired Accu-Mold, they have made a significant 
investment in equipment. This advanced equipment requires extensive training, and 
Gildea reports that they are about 40 percent through the learning curve. This new 
equipment has brought in a new level of customer. 

“After these customer toured our facility and saw firsthand our commitment, we 
were able to build trust with them,” said Gildea. 

One benefit of being a tribally-owned business is gaining access to grant money 
through the MEDC. Accu-Mold received a $500,000 matching grant that went 
toward purchasing the new equipment. 

In addition to purchasing new equipment, Accu-Mold has transitioned to more 
of a team-oriented approach. They focus on each employee having a diverse skill 
set, and they are creating a culture of humility and team play. “Our goal is to 
have employees who are passionate about their role and competent in their job,” 
explained Gildea. “We are about 90% through this transition, and we continue to 
communicate our expectations to our team. 



The team at Accu-Mold has put a high priority on keeping promises to their 
customers, making good on delivery times, and reducing lead times. This has led to 
customer satisfaction that builds trust. 

The employees of Accu-Mold are excited about their upcoming move. “We have 
a purchase agreement for a property one mile north of our current location. This 
is a $1.5 million dollar project that will increase our square footage threefold,” said 
Gildea. They expect to be in their new location by late summer. 



Join Marcy Herbert, Pokagon Band dietician, for 
a healthy lunch every third Wednesday as she 
discusses topics around nutrition. 

All healthy lunch presentations are 1 2:00 pm to 1 :00 pm in 
the kitchen of the Commodities Building 

58650 Sink Road 
Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

The menu for the March 1 8 Healthy Lunch is stuffed green 
peppers with a healthy dessert. Mark your calendar for the 
next lunches on April 1 5 and May 20. 


For more information and to RSVP, contact Marcy Herbert at 
(269) 782-2472 or marcy.herbert@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 
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H ave you ever wanted your own regalia to dance at 
powwows but didn’t know how to make one or don’t 
have the ability financially? Then this is your program! 

We are inviting individuals who want to learn basic 
sewing, beading or other skills to start and finish their 
own unique regalia. 

March April May 

Sunday, March 8 Sunday, April 5 Sunday, May 3 

Sunday, March 22 Sunday, April 1 9 Sunday, May 1 7 


All classes are 1 :00 pm to 5:00 pm at the 
Community Center 

27043 Potawato mi Trail 
Dowagiac, Ml 49047 


For more information, contact Nicole Holloway 

at (269) 462-4325 or nicole.holloway@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 
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Nmebne gisei 


Ne'me gizhek SUNDAY 

Ngot gizhek MONDAY 

Nizh gizhek TUESDAY 

Apta gizhek \ 

1 

2 

Body Pump 

Booty Boot Camp 

L&C Elders Language Class (8) 

Fit Kids 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

L&C Gun Lake Adult Language Class 

3 

Beginners Pilates 

Zumba Gold 

Lean Lunch 

Fit Kids 

L&C Youth After School Program 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class (7) 

L&C Early Start Language Class (9) 

Body Pump 

Healthy Eating 
Cardio Boxing 

Fit Kids 

Zumba 

L&C Hartford Lang 
L&C Gun LakeYoutl 

L&C South Bend Men 

8 

L&C Regalia 101 Class 

MIFO Training | Hopkings 

9 

Body Pump 

Booty Boot Camp 

L&C Elders Language Class (9) 

Fit Kids 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

L&C Gun Lake Adult Language Class 

10 

Beginners Pilates 

Zumba Gold 

Lean Lunch 

Fit Kids 

L&C Youth After School Program 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class (8) 

L&C Early Start Language Class ( 1 0) 

Body Pump 

Healthy Eating 
Cardio Boxing 

Fit Kids 

Zumba 

L&C Hartford Lang 
L&C Gun LakeYoutl 
MIFO Training | Hai 

15 

16 

Body Pump 

Booty Boot Camp 

L&C Elders Language Class (10) 

Fit Kids 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

L&C Gun Lake Adult Language Class 

Beginners Pilates 

Zumba Gold 

Lean Lunch 

Fit Kids 

L&C Youth After School Program 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class (9) 

L&C Early Start Language Class (II) 

Body Pump 

Healthy Eating 
Cardio Boxing 

Fit Kids 

Zumba 

Zumba 

L&C Hartford Lang 
MIFO Training | PH! 
L&C Gun LakeYoul 

22 

L&C Regalia 101 Class 

One Story The Elements of Story 

Telling Concert 

23 

Body Pump 

Booty Boot Camp 

L&C Elders Language Class (II) 

Fit Kids 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

L&C Gun Lake Adult Language Class 

24 

Beginners Pilates 

Zumba Gold 

Lean Lunch 

Fit Kids 

L&C Youth After School Program 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class ( 1 0) 

L&C Early Start Language Class ( 1 2) 

Body Pump 

Healthy Eating 
Cardio Boxing 

Fit Kids 

Zumba 

L&C Hartford Lang 
L&C Gun LakeYoutl 

29 

D J D 30 

Body Pump 

Booty Boot Camp 

L&C Elders Language Class (12) 

Fit Kids 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

L&C Gun Lake Adult Language Class 

Beginners Pilates 

Zumba Gold 

Lean Lunch 

Fit Kids 

L&C Youth After School Program 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class (II) 

L&C Early Start Language Class ( 1 ) 

Body Pump 

Healthy Eating 
Cardio Boxing 

Fit Kids 

Zumba 

L&C Hartford Lang 
L&C Gun LakeYoutl 

L&C South Bend Men 
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A/EDNESDAY 

Nyewgizhek THURSDAY 

Nyano gizhek FRIDAY 

Odanke gizhek SATU RDAY 

4 

uage Class (7) 
Language Class 
s & Boys Drumming 

Lean Lunch 

EDU Elders Social Media Workshop 

L&C South Bend Language Class (7) 

L&C Potawatomi Language Talking Circle 
Circuit Training 

6 

National Wear Blue Day (National 
Nutrition Month) 

Body Pump 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

7 

Zumba 

11 

uage Class (8) 
Language Class 
'tford 

12 

Lean Lunch 

Mishkowze: Colorectal & Nutrition 

L&C South Bend Language Class (8) 

L&C Potawatomi Language Talking Circle 
Circuit Training 

13 

Body Pump 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

Wild Game Dinner 

14 

Tribal Council Meeting 

L&C BlackAsh Basket Workshop 

Zumba 

18 

uage Class (9) 

S 

:h Language Class 

19 

One Story Relentless Tour 

Lean Lunch 

L&C South Bend Language Class (9) 

L&C Potawatomi Language Talking Circle 
Circuit Training 

20 

Body Pump 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

Spring Ceremonies 

EDU Gwikwe'amen: Introduction to 
Program Services 

EDU Early Childhood Education 

Workshop 

Native Justice Community Advisory 
Group Meeting 

Zumba 

25 

uage Class ( 1 0) 
i Language Class 

26 

Lean Lunch 

L&C South Bend Language Class ( 1 0) 

EDU Family Fun Night 

L&C Potawatomi Language Talking Circle 
Circuit Training 

27 

Body Pump 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

28 

Annual Citizens Meeting 

Zumba 

April 1 

uage Class (II) 
i Language Class 
s & Boys Drumming 

Lean Lunch Apri ' 2 

L&C South Bend Language Class (II) 

L&C Potawatomi Language Talking Circle 
Circuit Training 

April 3 

Tribal Government offices Closed 

Zumba Apri ' 4 


Please visit www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov/calendar or call (800) 517-0777 for more details on these events. 
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Elders Council Swears in New Member at Large 



Cathy Ford was sworn in as Elders Council Member at Large on Monday, 
February 16. 


Free Legal Aid 

For Pokagon Band Citizens 
Starting November 4, 2014 

Do you ne-ed acfviw o f assists nee wilh a tegal issue? Paragon Band of Polawatomi Indians 

a lanced for Michigan hdian Legal Services Co provide legal sennoea to Pokagon Band 

citizens {end In some instances, spouses of Pokagon Band oiUzens) regarding certain types or legal 

issues, such as: 


* Criminal Matters- in 
Poksgon Band Tr|l>al COUfl 
(if you are indigeri). 

* Pqmzt of Attorney (Medicei 
aneL'or Financial) 


* Simple VAls 


Guardianship and * General legal advice 

COiYServBtorsJups reg^rdirg Michigan 

law 

Real Estate 

Matters * General legal advice 

on Pokagon Ba rad 
law 

Landlord Tenart 

Matters 


Eaetpt for tdmiraP natters in Pckagen Band Tribal Geurt, thftrs an rra assator inc*rr# rasunctions 
applicable lo Pokagon Band citizens receiving tree legal serwc#s from mis ai legal services 
provided include representation in couL in some instants the available legal services are limited to 

docirne^ review, document prapanaiion. srtf.i&r proving legal ad«ce T»e atlemey from mils is 

licensed lo practice law in the Slale of Michigan onty and IhereFore, the advice- and legal services 
provided win be tornted to Michigan law and Pokagon Band taw 

An attorney from MLS wil be at the Pokagon Band Comrmnity Certler, located at 27043- Potawatomi 
Trail in Dowagiac. iMichgan, two days per weelt to provide legal services The schedule may vary, sc 
please call MLS bo determine availability. 


WHEN MEETING WITH THE ATTORNEY. PLEASE MAKE SURE TO BRIN GALL THE 
PAPERWORK RELATED TO YOUR LEGAL ISSUE. 

I 1 you have any questions or wolU like more i nformation please call MILS at 1 (BOO) 9&E-6877 



Let’s Play Hoops 


Hartford 3-on-3 Tournament 

TBA 

Spring Basketball League | April 18-May 24 

For youth 12-18 

Play two games per week for five weeks at the Kalamazoo Courthouse 
Athletic Center. 

Native American Basketball Invitational | June 30-July 4 

If you are interested in participating in any of these programs 
or for more information, please contact Dan Stohrer at (269) 
462-4225 or daniel.stohrer@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
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One Story (Ngot Yajmowen 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part- 
Time Indian by Sherman Alexie 

Events/Activities 2015 

One Story is a grassroots, community-based program designed to build awareness of contemporary issues. One Story 
partners currently include The Pokagon Band of Potawatomi, Dowagiac Area History Museum, Dowagiac District Library, 
Dogwood Fine Arts Festival, Dowagiac Union Schools, and Southwestern Michigan College. 


This year’s book selection is The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie. Alexie is a Spokane/Coeur 
d’Alene Indian who grew up in Wellpinit, Washington on the Spokane Indian Reservation. The novel is based on Alexie’s own experiences and utilizes words and pictures 
to tell the story of a young Indian boy who leaves his school on the reservation to attend an all-white school. The 201 5 One Story events are based on various themes 
explored in Alexie’s semi-autobiographical book. 

onestoryread.com 


DOWAGIAC AREA HISTORY MUSEUM + DOWAGIAC DISTRICT LIBRARY Book Discussion 
February 1 8 I 6:30 pm | Dowagiac Area History Museum 

The Dowagiac Area History Museum will host a book talk about The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian. The 
discussion will be facilitated by Steve Arseneau, director of the museum, and Kristie Bussler, Pokagon Band educational 
resource specialist. 


SMC Rising Voices Art Exhibit Opening Reception 

March 1 1 I 1 2:30 pm | SMC Lyon’s Building Art Gallery 

Southwestern Michigan College will host the opening reception and gallery show of Rising Voices. The show celebrates the 
connection between the visual arts and the written word. 


dowagiac area history museum BlackAsh Basket Workshop 

March 1 4 | 1 0:00 am-2:00 pm | Dowagiac Area History Museum 

Basket-makers of the Pokagon Band will lead this interactive workshop and show how a basket is created from tree to product. 
This program will cost $1 0 to participate and make a basket (limited to 20 registrants), but community members can enter and 
observe for free. Pre-register to make a basket in-person at the museum or mail in check with your contact information. 

POKAGON BAND + dowaciac middle and high schools Relentless Tour Anti-Bullying Awareness with Anthony lanni 
March 1 9 I All Day Event I Dowagiac Middle School Auditorium and Dowagiac High School Gymnasium 

Anthony lanni, former Michigan State University basketball player, will share his personal story of having autism and being 
bullied to Dowagiac middle and high school students during two school-wide assemblies. He will be available for meet and 
greet immediately following. 

pokagon band + SOUTHSHORE concert band The Elements of Story Telling Journey through Song & Dance 
March 22 | 2:00 pm | Lake Michigan College Mendel Mainstage 

You are invited for a memorable trip through time accompanied by music performed by the Southshore Concert Band and 
drumming and dancing provided by the Pokagon Band. 

pokagon band + SMC Louie Gong Presents: Walking In Two Worlds/MockUps 

April 1 4 | All day event | TBA 

Southwestern Michigan College will host artist and speaker Louie Gong for a public presentation of “Walking In Two Worlds” 
followed by a luncheon/meet and greet. Mr. Cong is looking forward to seeing and discussing the MockUps created by our 
community during One Story 2015. For more information about Louie Cong, visitwww.eighthgeneration.com. 

dowagiac area history museum To Honor and Comfort: Native Quilting Traditions 

May 2 | 1 :00 pm | Dowagiac Area History Museum 

The museum will host Dr. Marsha MacDowell and Dr. Kurt Dewhurst from Michigan State University who will present To 
FHonorand Comfort: Native Quilting Traditions,” a collaborative project between the National Museum of the American Indian 
and Michigan State University Museum. 

dogwood fine arts festival From Stereotype to Superhero: The History of Native Americans in Comic Books 

May 21 | 6:30 pm | Dowagiac Area History Museum 

Who gets to be a superhero? Does it matter? Scott Topping, comic book enthusiast, will guide the audience through an 
exploration of Native Americans in comic books and graphic novels, focusing on the shift from commercial, non-Native 
storytelling to personal Native storytellers. 
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Oshke-Kno-Kewewen Traditional PowWow Held May 23-24 


Honoring the Community Eagle Staff 

Preparation has begun for the 2015 Oshke-Kno- 
Kewewen Traditional PowWow, to be held the 
Saturday and Sunday of Memorial Day Weekend, May 
23 and 24 at the Rodgers Lake pow wow grounds. 

The Pow Wow is named in recognition of the 
Pokagon Band community eagle staff carried by the 
Pokagon Band veterans, and the PowWow includes 
activities to honor all the veterans of the Pokagon 
Band community, as well as traditional dancing, 
singing, and crafts. 

Volunteers needed for Oshke-Kno-Kewewen 
Committee 

The Oshke-Kno-Pow Wow Committee is open 
for new members and volunteers for the on- 
going planning and organizing of the event. The 
Committee intends to designate its official Members 
and Alternates at its February 9 meeting. If you are 
interested in becoming an official Committee member, 
or just want to volunteer and participate, feel free to 
attend this meeting. For more information, contact 
Kevin Daugherty at (269) 591-1230 or Marchell 
Wesaw at (269) 462-5303. 


The Committee meets the second Monday of 
every month, with a potluck at 5:30 p.m. and 
start of business at 6:00 p.m. Meetings are at the 
Administration Building, unless otherwise posted. As 
the PowWow nears, the Committee may meet more 
often. Committee members are also expected to be 
available to the weekend of the PowWow. 

Oshke-Kno-Kewewen Logo Design Contest 

The Oshke-Kno-Kewewen PowWow Committee is 
now seeking submissions for the 2015 logo to be used 
for t-shirt designs, the flyer, and the program for the 
upcoming Pow Wow. The proposed logo should focus 
on the focus of the PowWow: the community eagle 
staff. There are two age categories for this contest: 

1. Pokagon Band youth 12 years of age and 
younger (Hand-drawn preferred; and 

2. Pokagon Band citizens of any age. 

The artists who create the winning designs for 
the PowWow will each be awarded a sweatshirt 
and a $25.00 gift card from the Committee. Please 
note: while the Committee wants to support the 
community’s artists, the Committee reserves the 


right to accept, deny, or alter any or all of the designs 
submitted, and all decisions of the Committee are final. 

Please send images to Marchell Wesaw by March 31, 
2015 at 5 p.m. by any of the following means: 

• Deliver in person at the Administration Building 
at 58620 Sink Rd, Dowagiac, MI 49047 

• By mail or delivery service to the same address 

• By e-mail at Marchell.Wesaw@pokagonband- 
nsn.gov. 

The Committee looks forward to many great 
designs! 


Medicare Part B Information for Elders 

If you wish to be reimbursed for Medicare Part B, please send Beth Warner, 
Elders Specialist, a copy of your Social Security Statement. Statements can be 
mailed to: 

Elders Program 
PO Box 180 
Dowagiac MI 49047 

Or they can be faxed to (269) 782-1696. If you have any further questions, 
feel free to contact Beth Warner at (269) 782-0765. 


Parent Meeting to be Held During Junior/Senior Youth 
Council Meetings 

The Junior and Senior Youth Councils meet Saturday, March 14 at the Community 
Center. Junior Council will meet from 10:00 a.m.— 11:45 a.m. in the conference. 
Senior Youth Council meets immediately following from 12:00 pm— 1:45 p.m. 

Parents will meet in the lobby of the Community Center beginning at 10:00 
a.m. through 1:45 p.m. 

For more information, contact Rebecca Williams, youth cultural coordinator, at 
(269) 462-4296 or rebecca. williams@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 



Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Department of Language & Culture 
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Notice of Open Position | Curriculum Committee 

POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Pokagon Band Tribal Council is seeking 
letters of interest from Pokagon Band members to fill a vacancy on the 
Pokagon Band Curriculum Committee. The Alternate position is vacant. 

The Curriculum Committee is responsible for responsible for establishing a 
tribally operated daycare and school(s) with culturally based academics and 
extracurricular activities. The Curriculum Committee meets once per month 
on the second Monday of each month at the Language and Culture building. 
Including meeting preparation, other Curriculum Committee business, and 
time spent at meetings, members will spend approximately 6 hours per 
month to fulfill their responsibilities. The responsibilities of the Alternate 
include: 

(a) Read and review all documents and other information provided to 
Committee members; 

(b) Attend Committee meetings; 

(c) Actively participate in the work of the Committee; 

(d) Provide thoughtful input to the deliberations of fhe Committee; 

(e) Work towards fulfilling the Committee’s purpose and Work Plan; 

(f) Execute and return to the Tribal Council Chairperson, the Committee 
Member Commitment Pledge attached hereto as Exhibit E; and 

(g) Perform such ofher duties as may be specified by the Committee or the 
Tribal Council. 

COMPENSATION. Alternates may be compensated as independent 
contractors for service fo the Curriculum Committee at rates established 
by the Tribal Council, only if seated at a Curriculum Committee meeting 
in the absence of a Curriculum Committee member. In addition, Alternates 
are entitled to reimbursement for mileage when using their personal vehicle 
to attend meetings and for other Curriculum Committee business in 
accordance with the Pokagon Band’s Travel Policy. High School 
Diploma/CED. 

Pokegnek Bodewadmik 

POKAGON BAND OF POTAWATOMI 

Train Together tor the 
Family Olympics 

What: Michigan Indian Family Olympics, something for all ages. 

All Michigan Tribes participate 

When: leading up to Summer 2015 



Participate in three of the training events offered and receive a gift incentive. Involvement in one school sport can substitute 
for one of the three trainings. These events are open to Native Americans and their families, and Pokagon Band staff and 
their families. 

Training Schedule 

January 2015 

January 28 | Pokagon Health Center | 6:30p.m. -8:00p.m. 

February 2015 

February 8 | Hopkins High School | 5:00p.m. -7:00p.m. 

* February 11 | Hartford High School | 5:30p.m. -7:00p.m. 

February 18 | Pokagon Health Center | 6:30p.m. -8:00p.m. 

March 2015 

March 8 | Hopkins High School | 5:00p.m. -7:00p.m. 

* March 11 | Hartford High School | 5:30p.m. -7:00p.m. 

March 18 | Pokagon Health Center | 6:30p.m. -8 :00p.m. 


June 2015 Mini Olympics 



* new or rescheduled date 


ELIGIBILITY. To serve as a member of the Curriculum Committee, a Band 
member must: 

(a) Be a high school graduate 

(b) Be willing to travel 

(c) Passionate about educational issues 

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Cu rriculum Committee members are 
appointed to office by the Tribal Council. There is currently one vacant 
Alternate seaton the Curriculum Committee that will be filled by Triba I 
Council appointment for a 3 year term of office. 

HOW TO APPLY. Please submit letters of interest along with a current 
resume to: 

Kelly Curran, Tribal Council Executive Secretary 
P.O. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Questions concerning the Curriculum Committee orthis Notice may be 
directed to Michaelina Martin at micky.martin@pokagonband-nsn.gov. This 
position shall be open until filled. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As a Public Official, Curriculum Committee 
members are subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the 
Code of Ethics may be obtained by contacting Kelly Curran, Tribal Council 
Executive Secretary at (888) 376-9988 or by visiting the Band’s website, 
www.pokagonband-nsn.gov. 



March 1 3 | 6-8 pm 
Community Center 


Pokagon Health Service invites fathers and their families to join them 
for a wild game dinner and an evening of crafting, a presentation and 
other fun activities. 

Please RSVP by February 20 to Elizabeth Leffler at (269) 462-4406 or 
elizabeth.leffler@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

CYANKOBJECEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 

GO© 

POKAGON.COM 
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Notice of Open Alternate Position | Election Board 

POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Tribal Council is seeking letters of interest 
and resumes from Pokagon Band citizens who are interested to fill one 
Alternate member position on the Election Board. This appointment will be 
foran approximately four year term that will expire January 31 , 2019.The 
Election Board is a five person Board with two Alternates whose members 
are appointed by the Tribal Council. The Election Board is responsible for 
conducting Pokagon Band elections, maintaining a list of registered voters, 
and reviewing membership petitions, initiatives, and referendums. Alternates 
are not members of the Election Board, but Alternates do assist the Election 
Board in fulfilling its responsibilities and attend Election Board meetings. 
Alternates will be seated and vote in the absence of an Election Board 
member. 

Qualifications. Alternates must meet all eligibility requirements applicable 
to members of the Election Board. To be eligible for appointment to the 
Election Board, a Pokagon Band citizen must: 

1 . Be an eligible voter of the Pokagon Band; 

2. Be at least twenty-five (25) years of age; 

3. Not be incarcerated for any criminal conviction; 

4. Not be presently a member of or candidate for Tri ba I Council, the Tribal 
Judiciary, the Ethics Board, orthe Salary Commission; and 

5. Not have been convicted within the last ten (10) years of a crime subject 
to imprisonment for a term of one (1 ) year or longer, excepting those 
crimes determined by the Election Board to relate to the furtherance of 
the Band’s tribal sovereignty rights. 

Appointment Process. A potential appointee must be present at the 
meeting at which the Tribal Council will interview potential appointees 
for the Alternate position, provided that the Tribal Council may for good 
cause waive such requirement. The Tribal Council has not yet established 
the meeting date at which it will interview potential appointees. Prior to 
any appointment, the Tri bal Council will make a determination whetherthe 
interested person meets the qualifications required to serve as an Alternate 
on the Election Board. In order to make this determination, all persons 
seeking appointment must undergo a limited criminal background check 
performed by the Pokagon Band Tribal Police to ensure that the candidate 
meets the qualifications to serve. Thus, all persons interested in appointment 
must complete an Authorization to Conduct Criminal Background. You must 
contact Kateri Dayson or Katy Morseau, the Election Clerks, at (269) 782- 
9475 or (888) 782-9475 to obtain an Authorization to Conduct Criminal 
Background Check Form. 

Time Commitment. The time commitment required to prepare for and 
attend Election Board meetings, conduct elections, and perform the business 
of the Election Board will vary. The Election Board is typically busier during 


the time leading up to and during the General Election and Elders Election. 
Additionally, there may be Referendums, Special Elections, Petitions, and 
Recalls that will require Election Board action. General Elections occur on the 
second Saturday of July and Elders Council Elections occur on the second 
Saturday of November. The dates of the Election Board meetings vary, but 
typically occur after 5:00 PM. On average, a Board member can anticipate 
a time commitment of approximately 1 0 to 25 hours per month, with the 
busiest time being the months of May, June, July, September, October, and 
November. 

Compensation. Alternates may be compensated as independent 
contractors for service to the Election Board at rates established by the Tribal 
Council, only if seated at an Election Board meeting in the absence of an 
Election Board member. In addition, Alternates are entitled to reimbursement 
for mileage when using their personal vehicle to attend meetings and for 
other Election Board business in accordance with the Pokagon Band’s Travel 
Policy. 

Ethics Requirements. As Public Officials, Alternates are subject to the 
Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the Code of Ethics may be obtained 
from the Band’s website atwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/codes- 
and-ordinances. 

How to Apply. Pokagon Band citizens who meet the qualifications, and are 
willing to be considered for appointment to fill the Alternate position, must 
submit all of the following: (1 ) a written statement of interest; (2) a resume; 
and (3) a completed "Authorization to Conduct Criminal Background Check” 
Form, by one of the following methods: 

Mail: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to the Tribal Council 
P.O. Box 1 80 

Dowagiac, Michigan 49047 

Fax: (269) 782-9625, Attn: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to the Tribal 
Council 

Email: Kelly.Curran@PokagonBand-nsn.gov 
Deadline. This posting will remain open until filled. 

Questions. If you have questions concerning the Election Board, please 
contact the Election Board offices at (269) 782-9475 or (888) 782-9475. For 
additional information about the Election Board and the election process, 
you may also consult the Band’s Election Code, which is posted on the Band’s 
website at: www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/boards/election-board. 


Guidelines for Pokegnek Yajdanawa Submissions 


Enrolled citizens of the Pokagon Band are encouraged to submit original 
letters, stories, pictures, poetry, and announcements for publication in Pokegnek 
Yajdanawa. Submissions shall be the views and product of the submitting member. 
Submissions written by or to a third-party, such as the governor or a congressman, 
and copied to Pokegnek Yajdanawa are not original. 

Anonymous or “name withheld” submissions will not be published. Members 
shall include their tribal enrollment number, full name, and mailing address 
with all newsletter submissions. Tribal enrollment number and mailing address 
will be used for verification purposes and will not be published, unless member 
specifically requests to have it published. 

Newsletter staff will contact members should any reason arise that may delay or 
prevent posting of newsletter submissions. To ensure timely communication with 
members regarding their newsletter submissions, members may choose to provide 
additional contact information such as a phone number or e-mail address. Phone 
numbers, e-mail addresses, and other provided contact information will not be 
published, unless member specifically requests to have it published. 


Not all submissions are guaranteed publication upon submission. Newsletter 

staff reserves the right to refuse submissions based on the following criteria; 

1 . False, misleading, or defamatory; 

2. Discriminatory, sexist, racist, demeaning, insulting, or otherwise 
offensive to another; 

3. Threatening, harassing, intimidating, or otherwise may tend 
to produce fear; 

4. Profane, obscene, pornographic, indecent, or patently offensive 
to the average user; 

5. Disruptive to the office, undermining of the Band’s or a supervisor’s authority, 
or impairing of working relationships; and 

6. Absolutely no political campaigning is allowed. 
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New Christmas Check Procedure Adopted 

Effective December 15, 2014 Tribal Council has adopted a procedure regarding 
Undeliverable Gifts (Resolution 14- 12- 15-01). These procedures will be applied 
to old Christmas checks the Department of Finance has been unable to deliver 
to the respective Pokagon citizen. These Christmas checks will revert to the 
Band after one year should they remain unclaimed, similar to the practice of 
holding on to Per Capita checks for 12 months. For those citizens listed below, 
for whom a Christmas check is still outstanding from November of 2013 or 
prior, you have until March 31, 2015 to update your address with Enrollment, 
otherwise the funds will be forfeited as allowed under the new procedures. 


Per Capita News 

The Enrollment Office needs the following individuals to update their addresses so 
that these payments can be mailed. If there is an X in the column(s) by your name, 
you have either a Christmas check and/ or per capita payments due to you. Please 
contact Beth Edelberg in the Enrollment Office at (269) 782-1763 or Deidre 
Ecker in the Finance Department at (269) 462-4209. 




Christmas 


Enrollment 

# 

Name 

2009 

2010 

2011 

2012 

2013 

2014 

Monthly 

Per Cap 

83 

John Dylan Watson 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


202 

Jeffrey Morseau 





X 

X 

X 

406 

Michael Lynn Hewitt 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

857 

Peter John Ramirez 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


1446 

Bobby Marcus Haynes 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


1986 

Cristian M Cobb 



X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

4227 

Scott Brewer Jr 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

4442 

Mason Tyler Currey 





X 

X 



Please note - you must have a deliverable address on file. 


Attention 1 8- to 20-Yea r-Olds I Per Capita Information 

Attention all high school seniors who are graduating from high school or 
individuals who may be completing their G.E.D. If you are at least 18 years old 
and have achieved either of these you are now eligible to receive your monthly per 
capita checks. All you have to do is send a copy to the Enrollment office. You may 
either mail or fax this. The address to mail to is: 

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Attn: Enrollment Office 
P OBox 180 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 
OR fax to: (269) 782-1964 

The document must be received by March 15 in order to make it on the April 
2015 check run. Anything received after March 15 will be processed on the check 
run for May 2015. If you have any questions please call the direct per capita phone 
line at (269) 462-4209 or (269) 462-4200 or toll free 
(800) 517-0777. 


Per Capita Important Dates 


Deadline to receive 
Changes/updates/additions 
Received by 

Finance Department 

Checks mailed out on 

Check date 

Direct deposits in accounts 

Friday, December 5,2014 

Thursday, December 1 8, 20 1 4 

Friday, December 19,2014 

Thursday, January 15,2015 

Thursday, January 29, 2015 

Friday, January 31, 2015 

Friday, February 13,2015 

Thursday, February 26, 2015 

Friday, February 28, 2015 

Friday, March 13,2015 

Monday, March 30 2015 

Friday, March 28, 2015 

Wednesday, April 15,2015 

Wednesday, April 29, 2015 

Thursday, April 30, 2015 

Friday, May 15,2015 

Thursday, May 28, 2015 

Friday, May 30, 2015 

Monday, June 15,2015 

Monday, June 29, 2015 

Tuesday, June 27, 2015 

Wednesday, July 15,2015 

Thursday, July 30, 2015 

Friday, July 31,2015 

Friday, August 14,2015 

Thursday, August 27, 2015 

Friday, August 29, 2015 

Tuesday, September 15,2015 

Tuesday, September 29, 2015 

Wednesday, September 30, 2015 

Thursday, October 15,2015 

Thursday, October 29, 2015 

Friday, October 31, 2015 

Monday, November 2, 20 1 5* 

Tuesday, November 24, 20 1 5 

Wed, November 26, 20 1 5 


* Please note that the deadline to receive changes for December 2014 is December 5. In 2015, the 
November deadline for changes is November 2. This is due to time limitations on all the events that 
occur at this time of the year. 


Per Capita Direct Deposit & Tax Withholding Forms 

For those tribal citizens receiving per capita checks in the mail and who do not 
have direct deposit, enclosed with your check you will find a direct deposit and a 
tax withholding form. These will be included with your check every month until 
we achieve 100% direct deposits. 

The tribe is currently having mandatory direct deposit for per capita checks. In 
the case of individuals not being able to set up a bank account, the tribe is offering 
a cash card on which the per capita checks will be loaded onto every month. We 
are making efforts to give everyone a chance to set up a bank account of your 
choice and on your own. 

As always, the tax withholding form is not mandatory although highly suggested 
as per capita payments are subject to federal and state taxes. The tribe only 
withholds federal taxes with a completed form, state taxes are the responsibility of 
the citizen. 

If you have any questions, please call the direct per capita phone line at 
(269) 462-4209 or (269) 462-4200 or toll free (800) 517-0777. The per capita 
phone line and my extension both have lengthy messages listing various per capita 
information. Please leave a message and I will return your call as soon as possible. 
Both of the above stated forms are available online at www.Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Once you turn in a direct deposit form and as long as I receive it by the 15th of 
the month, the information will be entered into the system and the first month is 
always a test run to the bank, so the check will still be mailed to you. The following 
month, as long as I do not receive any errors from the bank, will be direct deposit. 
As earlier stated, you will continue to receive the two forms in with your checks 
every month. If you have completed a form, no need to fill out another one. 
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Tribal Council March Calendar of Events 

2 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

3 Gaming Authority Closed, Four Winds New Buffalo, 10 a.m. 

9 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

1 0 Gaming Authority Closed, Four Winds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 

1 4 Tribal Council Meeting, Community Center, 1 0 a.m. 

1 6 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

17 Gaming Authority Closed, Four Winds Hartford, 10 a.m. 

23 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

24 Gaming Authority Closed, Four Winds New Buffalo, 10 a.m. 

28 Annual Membership Meeting, 10 a.m. 

Please check the website, www.pokagonband-nsn.gov, or call (888)782-2426 
before attending to confirm that a meeting has not been cancelled. 

Can’t Get to Elders Council Business Meetings? 
Participate Via Webcast 

Business meetings are held the first Thursday of every month at the Community 
Center in Dowagiac. For your convenience the meetings are now broadcast on 
the internet to listen in on what is going on with the Elders. If you are able to 
take advantage of this — please do! — Elders business meetings are called to order at 
11:00 a.m. Visit the Pokagon website to access the webcasting: www.pokagonband- 
nsn.gov/citizens/web-casting.Any questions, please call Stanley Morseau, Elders 
Chairman, (269) 783-6828. 


Tribal Council April Calendar of Events 

6 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

7 Gaming Authority Closed, Four Winds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 

1 1 Tribal Council Meeting, Community Center, 1 0 a.m.. 

1 3 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

14 Gaming Authority Closed, Four Winds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 

20 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

21 Gaming Authority Closed, Four Winds Hartford, 10 a.m. 

27 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

28 Gaming Authority Closed, Four Winds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 

Please check the website, www.pokagonband-nsn.gov, or call (888)782-2426 
before attending to confirm that a meeting has not been cancelled. 


Don’t forget our social lunches held every third Thursday of the month. On 
these days we may have holiday parties, special events, or games. Every weekday 
a hot lunch is served at the Elders Hall.You are welcome to come to meet new 
elders you may not know or visit your friends. 


Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
ELDERS SNOW REMOVAL MONETARY REQUEST 

This program reimburses Pokagon elders anywhere in the U.S. for residential snow 
removal services. You are responsible for finding your own service provider. This 
program does not cover shoveling or snowblowing, or elders living at the Pokegnek 
Edawat village or complexes where this service is already provided for you. This is for 
residences, not businesses. Call Elders Hall at (800) 859-2717 or (269) 783-6102 with 
questions. 


Name: 

City: 

Phone Number: 


Current Address: 

_ State & ZIP Code: 

Tribal ID #: 


SNOW REMOVAL SERVICE PROVIDER INFORMATION 

Name: Current Address: 

City: State & ZIP code: 

Phone Number: Business Name: 


Please complete the above application and send it, along with your service provider’s 
invoice or receipt, to Elders Council P.0 Box 180, Dowagiac, Michigan 49047. No hand 
written, unofficial receipts will be accepted. 


Signature of Applicant: Date: 

By signing, I agree that all information provided on this form to be true and correct. I verify that I 
am the head of household of this residence. I understand this request is limited to up to $25 per 
request, and that I am responsible for any amount greater than $25. I understand that the 
request is limited to $150 one time use throughout winter 2015. 


To download a PDF of this application, visit pokagon.com/citizens/ 
milestones/55-and-over 



POKAGON BAND OF POTAWATOMI 


4th ANNUAL 


A Healthy Step 
with Education 


Children must be accompanied by an adult. 


Pokegnek Bodewadmik 


Save the Date 


Saturday, July 25, 2015 
10:00 a.m. -3:00 p.m. 
Health Services Building 


T he Department of Health Services and the Department of Education 
invite you to the fourth annual A Healthy Step with Education. This 
day will be filled with health education, screenings, PreK-12 program 
registration and activities. This event is for the whole family, birth to elder. 
It is open to all tribal citizens, employees and their families. 


Please come and join in the fun. 


Questions? Contact Liz Leffler at (269) 462-4406 or 
Susan Doyle at (269) 782-0887. 
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Tribal Office Directory 

Administration 

Health Services 

Information Technology 

58620 Sink Road 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-4141 

(269) 782-8998 

Toll Free (800) 5 1 7-0777 

Toll Free (888) 440-1234 

FAX (269) 782-6882 

Housing & Facilities 

57824 East Pokagon Trail 

Commodities 

(269) 783-0443 

(269) 782-3372 

FAX (269) 783-0452 

Toll Free (888) 281-1 1 1 1 

Human Resources 

FAX (269) 782-7814 

58620 Sink Rd. 

Communications 

(269) 782-8998 

58620 Sink Rd. 

FAX (269) 782-4253 

(269) 782-8998 

Compliance 

58620 Sink Rd. 

Language & Culture 

58653 Sink Rd. 

(269) 462-4325 

(269) 782-8998 

Mno-Bmadsen 

4 1 5 E. Prairie Ronde St. 

Chi Ishobak 

27043 Potawatomi Trail 

(269) 783-41 1 1 

(269) 783-4157 

Natural Resources 

32142 Edwards St. 

Education 

(269) 782-9602 

58620 Sink Rd. 

FAX (269) 783-0452 

(269) 782-0887 

Social Services 

Toll Free (888) 330-1234 

58620 Sink Rd. 

FAX (269) 782-0985 

(269) 782-8998 

Elders Program 

Toll Free (800) 5 1 7-0777 

53237 Townhall Rd. 

FAX (269) 782-4295 

(269) 782-0765 

South Bend Area Office 

Toll Free (800) 859-2717 

3733 Locust Street 

FAX (269) 782-1696 

Elections 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-9475 

Toll Free (888) 782-9475 

South Bend, IN 46614 
(574) 282-2638 

Toll Free (800) 737-9223 

FAX (574) 282-2974 
(269) 782-8998 

Tribal Council 

Enrollment 

58620 Sink Rd. 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-6323 

(269) 782-1763 

Toll Free (888) 376-9988 

FAX (269) 782-1964 

FAX (269) 782-9625 

Finance 

Tribal Court 

58620 Sink Rd. 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

(269) 783-0505/ 

Toll Free (800) 517-0777 

FAX (269) 783-0519 

FAX (269) 782-1028 

Tribal Police 

Head Start 

58155 M-5 1 South 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-2232 

(269) 783-0026/ 

Toll Free (866) 399-0161 

(866) 250-6573 

FAX (269) 782-9795 

FAX (269) 782-7988 


Tribal Council Directory 

(888) 376-9988 

Chairman 

John P. Warren 

(269)214-2610 

JohnWarren@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Vice-chairman 

Robert Moody, Jr 

(269)783-9379 

Bob.Moody@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Treasurer 

Eugene Magnuson 

(269)783-9297 

Eugene.Magnuson@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Secretary 

Faye Wesaw 

(269)782-1864 

Faye.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Steve Winchester 

(269)591-0119 

Steve.Winchester@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Thomas Wesaw 

(269)783-6831 

Tom.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.govov 


Member at large 

Michaelina Martin 

(269)783-9260 

Micky.Martin@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Andy Jackson 

(269)783-9340 

Andy.Jackson@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Roger Rader 

(269)783-9039 

Roger.Rader@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Elders Representative 

Carl Wesaw 
(269) 240-8092 

Carl.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Executive Secretary 

Kelly Curran 

(269)591-0604 

Kelly.Curran@pokagonband-nsn.gov 


Elders Council Directory 

Elders Hall (800)859-2717 or (269)782-0765 


Chair 

Stanley Morseau 
(269) 462-5797 

Vice Chair 

Maxine Margiotta 
(269)783-6102 

Secretary 

Audrey Huston 
(269)591-4519 


Treasurer 

Clarence White 

(269)876-1118 

Member at Large 

Cathy Ford 


Senior Youth Council Directory 


Chairman 

Collin Church 

Collin.Church@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Treasurer 

Alex Wesaw 

Alex.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Secretary 

Cassondra Church 

Cassondra.Church@pokagonband-nsn.gov 


Member at large 

Michael Gamache 

Michael.Camache@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Skyler Daisy 

Skyler.Daisy@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Nicole Holloway 

Interim Youth Culture Coordinator 

(269) 462-4325 


Junior and Senior Youth Council Members Wanted 

Both Senior and Junior Youth Councils are open to any Pokagon youngster. 
Anyone can join, and eventually run for the executive board. Besides the 
age divisions, there are differences between the two groups. The Junior 
Youth Council provides a voice for native youth between the ages of 1 2 
and 18. The Council promotes the development of future tribal leaders 
through educational attainment and Potawatomi language, culture, pride, 
and identity. The Junior Youth Council also coordinates community service 
projects and provides opportunities for native youth to interact for fun 
and friendship. 


The Senior Youth Council provides a voice for Pokagon citizens between 
the ages of 1 8 and 24. The Senior Youth Council also coordinates 
community service projects and provides opportunities for Pokagon young 
adults to interact for fun and friendship. The Council mobilizes members 
toward positive goals, promotes the development of future tribal leaders and 
educates native youth about tribal government. 





Nmebnegises March Citizen Announcements 



Happy 1 st Birthday Chelsey 
Marie Morseau. 

Love Mom, Dad, Brothers 
and Sister 



Rachel, we are all so proud of you and love you so 
much!! 

Love, Daddy, Mommy, Jannyca, Fishy Fish and 
all of your Aunties, Uncles and Cousins Cabby, 
Addison, Poppy, Teddy, Buckwheat, Darla, Thor, 
Bella and Chili!! 


Happy 3rd Birthday James 
Morseau-Olson 

Love, Mom, Dad, Sydney, and 
Chelsy 

Happy 7th Birthday Sydney 
Morseau-Olson 

Love, Mom, Dad, Chelsy, and 
James 






The Elements 
of Storytelling 

A Journey through 
Song & Dance 

MARCH 

2:00-4:00 PM 
LAKE MICHIGAN COLLEGE 
MENDEL CENTER MAINSTACE 

SUNDAY 
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The Pokagon Band of Potawatomi, the Southshore Concert Band and Lake Michigan College 
cordially invite you for a memorable trip through time accompanied by music performed by the 
Southshore Concert Band and drumming and dancing provided by the Pokagon Band. This event is 
free to the public. LMC's Mendel Center Mainstage 2755 E. Napier Avenue, Benton Harbor, MI. 

For more information visit www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/calendar/event/elements-story-telling 

This program is made possible, in part, by the support of the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi, 
Southshore Concert Band, Lake Michigan College and 1 st Source Bank. 
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Education conference 
April 14-16. 
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Don't miss the Easter 
Egg Hunt April 4. 


Community development projects progress in South Bend 
and Hartford 


More staff keeping regular hours 
in Indiana office 

The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
completed its draft environmental 
impact statement (DEIS) March 12 for 
the tribes application that 165 acres of 
its land in South Bend, Indiana be taken 
into trust. The Band is seeking trust 
land to develop a tribal village — similar 
to the one in Dowagiac — to support its citizens in Northern 
Indiana. This village could include affordable housing, 
government and administrative offices, a community center, 
and health services. To fund this project, the Pokagon Band will 
also build a Four Winds Casino on the South Bend site, which 
will create jobs and provide continued economic support to 
the Pokagon Band and surrounding communities. 

“This is an important first step in a lengthy process that 
began over two years ago, and Tribal Council is pleased to 
have reached this significant milestone,” said Chairman John 
P. Warren. “Although we were required to state all foreseeable 
development for the proposed trust land, we will pursue 
development that will best serve our citizens and the larger 
community.” 

The DEIS is available for public review and comments, and 
a public hearing will be held Tuesday, April 14 at 6 p.m. at 
the Century Center, 120 S. St. Joseph Street in South Bend. 

To view the DEIS, visit www.pokagonsouthbendeis.com . 
Members of the public can send comments to Scott Doig, 
Environmental Protection Specialist, Midwest Regional Office, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, 5600 West American Blvd. Suite 500, 
Bloomington, MN 55437 or via e-mail to Scott.Doig@bia.gov. 
Written comments on the DEIS must arrive before April 25. 


Add your name to the Housing 
waiting list 

Construction for the Pokagon 
Hartford Housing Village will be 
underway this spring, and it looks like 
South Bend isn’t far behind. Starting 
April 1 the Housing Department will 
begin accepting tenant applications 
for Hartford and South Bend homes. 
We anticipate that the homes available in the first phase will 
include two and three bedroom townhome units and two 
bedroom Elders duplex units. 

You can pick up an application at the Dowagiac Housing 
Office or the Indiana Office in South Bend.You can also 
print a copy off the Pokagon Band website or call the 
Housing Department and we will be happy to send or e-mail 
a copy to you. 

As with Dowagiac Edawat waiting list, status is based on a 
point system, which is attached to the application. It is not 
a first come first served basis unless you have equal points 
to another applicant. If you have any questions feel free to 
contact the Housing office at (269) 783-0443. 

Government staff keep office hours in Indiana office 

More staff will be available for citizen services at the office 
on the tribe's South Bend land. Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officer Marcus Winchester works in the South Bend office 
every Wednesday. Traci Henslee, workforce training and 
resource specialist, works there every Thursday from 10 a.m. — 
12 p.m. and 1-4 p.m. 

If you are an Indiana resident and are in need of domestic 
violence services, Casey Kasper, victim services manager/ case 
worker, will begin holding office hours in the South Bend 
office every other Friday starting Friday, May 8 from 8 a.m. 

- 5 p.m. For more details please call at (269) 462-4324.You 
can also email at casey.kasper@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 
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Sugar season moves into high gear 

While the maple sap continues to run, the Department of 
Language and Culture invites volunteer fire tenders, wood 
gatherers and splitters, and sap collectors during collection 
times from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Storytellers, sap boilers, bottlers, cleaners, cafters, wood 
workers, and tradition bearers are welcome any time 
between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. for whatever help that you are 
willing to give. 


Then, on April 17 from 6 — 8 p.m. , please join Language 
and Culture staff at the Community Center to enjoy this 
gift from the creator and celebrate the end of sugar season as 
native cooks share their own unique maple sugar dishes. 

Please contact the Language and Culture team or Patty Jo 
Kublick at (269) 462-5376 with questions. 

See related article on page 2. 
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Sugar bush season is unlike any other 

This sugar bush season began with upgrading and replacing worn-out equipment 
and acquiring additional tools the Band has never used, to make the process easier, 
more efficient, and less wasteful. 

When the weather warmed enough for the sap to flow, community members 
gathered for a blessing ceremony. There was drumming and singing in Potawatomi, 
then everyone thanked the first maple tree with sema. 

Tribal CouncilVice Chairman Bob Moody drilled a hole into the tree, Language 
and Culture Director Conrad Church hammered in the tap, and Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer Marcus Winchester finished by placing the lid on the hanging 
bucket. 

The first batch of syrup was bottled in the beginning of March. Cultural 
Activities Coordinator Patty Jo Kublick shared the first bottle with children and 
staff from Head Start, as well as Language & Culture staff and Tribal Council 
Member Andy Jackson. 

Jackson gave a sugar bushing teaching to the children, and Kublick passed out sap 
to the children to taste before they received the syrup. Most enjoyed it, and Jackson 
shared that sap is a good medicine, the first from the creator. 

Volunteers have kept watch over and tended to the sap as it cooks into syrup 
in the pavilion daily, but sugar bushing is not the only activity that's filling the 
pavilion. 

Crafting, storytelling, and feasting unfold with the sugar bushing, turning work 
into a community gathering. People have whittled spoons and paddles, and a hand- 
crafted paddle is now used to stir the sap as it cooks. 




DEPARTMENT OF LANGUAGE & CULTURE + 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

ONGOING ORAL HISTORY PROJECT 

WHO: Elders ages 60+ 

WHAT: Oral History Interviews 

WHERE: Elders Hall, or location of elder’s choice 

WHEN: Every Monday afternoon. Appointments 
may be accommodated 


The Pokagon Potawatomi Tribal Historic Preservation Office, with guidance from 
the Elders Committee, will be starting an ongoing project to record the stories of 
our elders. These stories will be stored in the Pokagon Potawatomi Archives so that 
the future generations will always know the history of their grandparents. Interview 
topics will be picked by the elders and in the setting of their choice. 


If you are interested in making an appointment, or have any questions, 
please call Marcus Winchester at (269) 462-4224 


GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 



POKAGON.COM 


Pokegnek Bodewadmik 

POKAGON BAND OF POTAWATOMI 

Join Pokagon Health Services, Deparment of Natural Resources, 
the Department of Education and Language & Culture 

Family Fishing Tournament 

Saturday, May 16, 2015 
Check-in begins at 9:30 a.m. 

Gage St. Lake 

Fish Tales 

■ Registration is required. Onsite registration is available. 

You must wear a life jacket! No exceptions. Limited number of 
personal flotation devices available for those who can’t provide 
their own. 

Limited number of canoes (reserve one by pre-registering). 

You may use your own boat but the gas tank must be removed. 
Please note, the launch is very rustic. Limit to 14-foot boats. 

Fishing poles and bait available. 

RSVP online at Family-Fishing-Tournament.eventbrite.com 

Check out the Bass Masters truck and boat 

For more information, contact Rebecca Williams, youth cultural 
coordinator, at Rebecca.Williams@PokagonBand-nsn.gov or call 
Language & Culture at (269) 782-8998. 

Prizes • Fun Family Event • Food 
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Tribal Police Officers help save child's life 



Tribal Police Officers Trent DeGroff and Kevin Slater 
were recognized at the Council meeting Saturday, 
March 14 with certificates, a bear claw choker, and 
a carving of an eagle feather on cedar for their quick 
thinking and professionalism in saving a life. 

In the early morning hours of February 2, Officers 
DeGroff and Slater responded to a call in the City of 
Watervliet. The dispatch told the officers that an eight 
year-old girl was in full arrest. The officers arrived 
within moments of the call to find the child’s father 
performing CPR. 

Officer DeGroff asked the father to stop chest 
compressions to prevent possible serious injury. He 
then began a medical assessment. He found the child 



to have a pulse with labored and sporadic breathing. 
DeGroff had Slater prepare the onboard AED and 
get an airbag ready for possible use. In gathering the 
child’s medical history from the family, DeGroff heard 
that the girl was asthmatic. The family had attempted 
to administer treatment prior to the attack. 

Officer DeGroff then administered a breathing 
treatment via an inhaler to the little girl; she began 
to respond. DeGroff carried the female from the 
house to the ambulance, and — in order for the EMS 
attendants to evaluate and monitor the little girl on 
the trip to Lakeland Watervliet ER — he drove the 
ambulance. Officer Slater followed to assist. 



Before the officers left the hospital, the little girl 
was alert, talking, and expected to make a full recovery. 
Thanks to the teamwork of the two officers and the 
extensive medical experience of Officer DeGroff, the 
two more than likely saved the little girl’s life. 

The bear claw choker is significant because bear 
clan are the traditional protectors of the community. 
The eagle feather on the cedar wood is important 
because cedar is a healing medicine. 


Tribal outreach worker helps Pokagon veterans connect with the VA 


By Jennifer Klemm-Dougherty 

Starting on April 2 Michele Roe, tribal outreach worker for the Veterans Affairs, 
will be working at Pokagon Health Services every Thursday. 

“I will be working as a liaison between theVA and tribal veterans,” said Roe. “I 
will answer questions and set up telehealth appointments with theVA in Battle 
Creek.” All equipment for telehealth services is in place, and connectivity issues are 
currently being addressed. 

“If the veterans have questions regarding compensation, I will assist them in 
getting answers,” explained Roe. “I will help veterans who are utilizing services on 
tribal property to expand their services through theVA.” 


Roe has spent her entire career working in the medical field. She is a veteran 
who has served in both the Navy and the Army National Guard. 

“I pride myself on being a true advocate,” said Roe. “I can’t wait to get started!” 

Roe has been working with theVA since December in a newly created position, 
She will be working every Thursday at the Pokagon Health Services Building in 
the Behavioral Health Department. 


Pokegnek Yajdanawa 


Pokegnek Yajdanawa is the monthly voice of Pokegnek 
Bodewadmik, the Pokagon Band of the Potawatomi. 

Citizens are encouraged to submit original letters, stories, 
pictures, poetry and announcements for publication in 
Pokegnek Yajdanawa. Submissions are subject to the established 
guidelines. 


The deadline for citizen submissions for the newsletter is always 
the fourteenth of each month. Please send items for publication to: 

Pokegnek Yajdanawa 
Box 180 

Dowagiac, MI 49047 

Pokagon . N ewsletter@PokagonBand-nsn. gov 
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Pokagon Band supporting South Bend 1 50th anniversary celebration 


The city of South Bend is marking its sesquicentennial 
in 2015 with a year-long celebration, and the Pokagon 
Band is heavily involved. A large part of the year will 
be the Birthday Weekend Celebration May 22-24. 
Opening ceremonies on Friday evening, May 22 will 
feature Pokagon Band representatives. Organizers will 
dedicate a public art installation called River Lights, 
a project turning the St. Joseph River into a living 
canvas with interactive light sculptures on either side 
of the river, symbolically uniting the two sides. 

The east and west banks of the St. Joseph River 
downtown will be divided into 10 different activity 
zones for the weekend. The area along the riverwalk 
will be home to an interactive art show where all 


forms of art will be both displayed and created. 

Any Potawatomi artists interested in displaying or 
demonstrating their work can contact kcarter@sbl50. 
com. And Pokagon cooks are welcome to participate 
in Taste of South Bend; the food vendor application is 
at: http:/ / sbl50.com/birthday-weekend 

An outdoor exhibition called Memory Lane will 
offer a visual tour through South Bend’s history — 
including the Pokagon Band's — featuring photographs, 
publications, and memorabilia. A giant main stage 
will be set up in the Century Center parking lot 
for outdoor concerts featuring local, regional, and 
national acts. 


After the weekend, a 
themed monthly event 
series called Discover... 

South Bend continues 
through the year to 
highlight various 
features of the past, 
present, and future of 
the city. Stay tuned for 
more details on the 
Band's involvement in these, especially in July when 
the focus is The River, and December, when the focus 
is Culture. 




DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Wild Kratts Li 

Saturday, April 25, 201 5 
2:00 PM 

Lake Michigan College 
Mendel Center Mainstage 


In collaboration with Lake Michigan College, the Early Childhood Education 
program is offering free tickets (5 ticket limit per household) to Wild Kratts Live! 
on Saturday, April 25, 201 5 at 2 p.m. at the Mendel Center Mainstage! Select 
tickets will be raffled at Gwikwe’amen: Introduction to Program Services on 
Saturday, March 21 , 201 5 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 


Pokagon families may also register online at the Pokagon website 
starting March 25. 


A PBS Kids favorite is coming to the Mendel Center Mainstage! Animated Kratt 
Brothers, Martin and Chris, come to “real life” in a classic Wild Kratts story. Off to 
the Creature Rescue, the Kratt Brothers activate some fan-favorite creature power 
suits to confront a comic villain. Through hilarious pratfalls and amazing animal 
wow facts, the Wild Kratts team rescues a helpless animal friend and returns her 
home “living free and in the wild!” 


Great for ages 3 to Grade 5! 
http://lmcmainstage.org/kratts/ 


CASINO RESORT 

HARTFORD | DOWAGIAC 
NEW BUFFALO 


POKAGON SUMMER 
INTERNSHIP 

Interested in applying for the summer internship at Four Winds? 
Please see the requirements below for participation in this program. 

• A Pokagon Band Citizen or Spouse of Pokagon Band Citizen 

• Paid internship, with housing* and clothing stipend, and mileage. 

• 8 week program (June 8 - July 30, 2015) 

• Enrolled full time in college for Fall 2015. 

• Must be 1 8 years of age or older 

For more information, please contact: 

Duane Meyers 

Manager of Tribal Placement and Development 
269-926-5249 or dmeyers@fourwindscasino.com 

Application deadline April 17, 2015. 

Apply online at www.fourwindscasino.com. 

*Certain restrictions apply. 


3282-4.01.2015 
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Pokagon Band hosts Indigenous Education Conference this month 


Educators and tribal leaders from around the state will 
converge on Four Winds New Buffalo April 14, 15 
and 16 for a conference focusing on strengthening 
cultural and educational opportunities for Michigan 
students. 

Both native and non-native stakeholders 
are welcome to attend, learn, and participate: 
superintendents, program directors, principals, teachers, 
counselors and social workers, tribal Council members, 
tribal education directors, native parents, native 
student organizations and tribal colleges. Breakout 
sessions include learning how to use effective methods 
for teaching native students, historical trauma and 


tribal sovereignty. Attendees can earn CEU / clock 
hours from Western Michigan University, and college 
students can receive a reduced conference registration 
rate of $50. 

Education leaders will hear from such presenters 
as artist and activist Louie Gong, Quinton Roman 
Nose, director of the Tribal Education Departments 
National Assembly, and comedian and actor Vaughn 
Eaglebear. Wednesday night will feature a silent 
auction, entertainment from the native comedy troupe 
the 1491s and dinner hosted by the Michigan Tribal 
Education Directors. 


"Whether attendees teach native students, are native 
educators, or work for a government or non-profit 
education agency, they’ll leave the conference having 
fostered relationships and learned new skills," said Sam 
Morseau, education director for the Pokagon Band 
and conference organizer. Please visit www.pokagon. 
com/ government/ departments/ education/ mted- 
conference to register. 


Apply for a Summer College Internship with the 
Pokagon Government 

All Pokagon college students interested in participating in the Pokagon College 
Internship are invited to apply here: www.pokagon. com/ form/ summer-college- 
internship-application. This program is a paid, eight- week summer internship 
program for tribal citizens attending college. Job placements will be in various 
tribal offices in Dowagiac, Michigan. Possible placements include the following 
departments: Housing, Health Services, Information Technology, Social Services, 
Human Resources, Education, Natural Resources, Tribal Court, Communications, 
Tribal Police, Finance, and Language and Culture. If you have any questions please 
call the Department of Education (269) 782 -0887. 

vwvw.pokagon.com/form/sunnnner-college-internship-application 


Riddle 

Last month’s riddle winner is Esther Parker who answered, "What does a Native 
American biologist live in?" The answer was ATP. 

Nora Rowe has won a gift card for her riddle being selected. Check it out: 

“What goes up, the more it comes down ? 55 

Mail or e-mail in your correct answer to susan.doyle@pokagonband-nsn.gov and 
you will be entered in a drawing to win a gift card. Another way to win is to mail 
or e-mail your own riddle and the person whose riddle is selected for the next 
newsletter will win a gift card. 




Finding Dawn Film Screening 


Friday, May 29, 201 5 
6:00 pm 

Community Center 



™MOYER f 


Qundatim 


Giving hoc.i tD CNIifrnn 
E «M r n:r,;ipg Gr*+ J and Family Add cfcnr 


. CfcLeBKAtlNd lb T t AITS Ctf Hf LFIHfi CMI LOHtN * 


The Moyer Foundation is committed to supporting children nationwide who are grieving and/or impacted by a 
family member's substance abuse. The Moyer Foundation is actively reaching out to organizations serving 
Native American families to share and spread awareness of its free programs, Camp Mariposa® and Camp 
Erin®. Camp Erin is a national network of free bereavement camps for children and teens ages 6-17. For more 
information about Camp Erin, please visit www.moverfoundation.org/camperin . The Moyer Foundation 
welcomes Native American children to attend either Camp Erin or Camp Mariposa in their community. 


Camp Mariposa 

Camp Mariposa is a free, weekend overnight camp program that supports 
children between the ages of 9-12 who are impacted by substance abuse 
in their families. Camp Mariposa gives these children the knowledge, tools, 
and coping skills to prevent them from developing an addiction of their 
own and to help break the intergenerational cycle of addiction. Campers 
participate in traditional camp activities such as swimming, camp fires, and 
arts and crafts combined with therapeutic sessions designed to teach 
children a variety of problem-solving and self-care strategies. Small group 
discussions and activities give children a chance to create relationships 
with fellow campers who can understand what they are going through. 
There are eight locations nationwide and camp occurs 6 times annually. 
Campers are encouraged to attend multiple times 



ThwMiiyw raumldlion 


For more information or to register a camper, please contact the local camp director with the information 
provided below: 


The Department of Social Services is hosting a screening of Finding Dawn 
for community members. Finding Dawn is a 2006 film by Christine Welsh 
(Metis) that highlights the lives of Dawn Crey, Ramona Wilson, and Daleen 
Kay Bosse, three of the estimated 500 women who have gone missing or 
were murdered in Canada in the past 30 years. This is a very serious issue 
that has received relatively little recognition in the media. 

If you have any questions feel free to contact Casey Kasper at (269) 462- 
4324 or casey.kasper@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


Camp Mariposa Indiana 

Camp Director: Michelle Olson 
Email: michelle.olson(g)oa klawn.org 
Phone: 574-533-1234 
Host Camp: The Oaks at SouthPaw Farm 


Some of the 2015 camp weekends include: 
April 17-19, 2015 
June 5-7, 2015 
August 7-9, 2015 
October 2-4, 2015 
December 4-6, 2015 



www.moyerfoundation.org | 206-298-1217 | iocelyn@moverfoundation.org 
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Pokagon Health Services looks for feedback on 
expanding services 

PHS will be distributing a survey in the coming weeks to gauge interest in 
expanding health services to citizens' non-Pokagon spouses and employees. Please 
be on the lookout for a survey asking about insurance coverage, making PHS your 
primary care provider or using the dental, optical and pharmacy services. Services 
would be billed to insurance and copays/ deductibles will be due at the time of visit. 


Mishkowze I Be strong. Dowell. 


Join the staff at Pokagon Health Services 
to better understand your health, take 
steps to improve your wellness, and 
support others in their efforts. We'll 
meet at 5 p.m. on the second Thursday 

April 9 

Alcoholism Awareness 
Every Kid Healthy 
National Addictions 


of each month at the Pokagon Health 
Center to hear from experts on health 
topics of the month, to share a meal and 
to give prizes. 

June 11 

Men’s Health Awareness 
National Cancer Survivors 


May 14 

American Stroke Awareness 
Sports Fitness 
National Blood Pressure 
Awareness 

Women’s Health Care Month 



For more information, please contact Nicole Holloway at (269) 462-4325 or 
nicole.holloway@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Department of Language & Culture 


South Bend Drum Class 

3733 Locust Road 
South Bend, IN 46614 

6:00 pm-8:00 pm 

2015 

April 1 June 3 

May 6 July 1 


Dowagiac Drum Class 

Department of Language and Culture 
586853 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

6:00 pm-8:00 pm 

2015 

April 8 June 1 0 

May 1 3 July 8 


obo 

POKACON.COM 



The Enrichment Program is designed to provide opportunities for Pokagon youth anywhere 
in the United States to participate in Enrichment programs. Types of activities included: 
band camps, art camps, science camps, sports camps, career camps, workshops, pre-college 
classes, summer school, conferences, or life skills programs such as drivers training, music 
lessons, musical instruments, sports, etc. 

Student Eligibility Requirements 

• Student must have an Educational Records Release form on file. 

• Student must be a Pokagon citizen. 

• Student must be in K- 12th grade (If you are in the 12th grade, Enrichment must 
be used before graduation.) 

• Student must provide Enrichment application and documentation for event. 

Enrichment Options 

Direct Payment 

Payment will be made directly to the chosen event. All backup paperwork must accompany 
Enrichment application. 

Reimbursement 

Payment will be made directly to the parent when Enrichment application is accompanied 
with a receipt. 

Program Funds: Total of $500 per School Year 
Time Frame: August 1 — J uly 3 1 

Pokagon Band Department of Education Enrichment Program Policy 

If a students event is more than $500, the remaining balance will be the responsibility of the 
family. You must allow at least 2 weeks for payment. Information coming in late will not be 
guaranteed that payment will be made on time. 

If you have any questions please contact Skye Wallin at (269) 782-0887, 

(888)330-1 234 or skye.wallin@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 




CYANKOBJECEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 


Thursday, April 2, 201 5 
5:30 pm until 8:30 pm 
Community Center 


Join JT Laraway as he hosts a Historical Trauma Community 
Conversation led by Hunter Cenia. 

For more information, contact JT Laraway at (269) 462-4450 
orjohn.laraway@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


oo© 


POKACON.COM 
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April is Every Kid Healthy month 

By Liz Leffler, community health nurse 

All kids deserve to be cared for like they’re our own and deserve the chance to 
grow up to be whatever they can imagine. This begins with good overall health: 
mental, physical, and emotional. 

Making sure that children do not suffer from obesity, undernourishment, and lack 
of physical activity is vital. Healthy diets and being physically active help children 
become better equipped for success. Normal brain development needs a variety of 
macronutrients and micro nutrients, and the majority of youth eat fewer nutrient- 
rich foods and over consume sugary foods and beverages. 

One in four children live in food-insecure households. Studies of school children 
with insufficient food revealed poorer class performance, more absences from 
school, and a decline in academic achievement. According to a 2013 national 
report, students that eat breakfast attend 1.5 more days of school and score 17.5 
percent higher on standardized math tests. Kids learn from their parents about 
healthy lifestyles so be a good role model for your children. 

Preventable injuries are the number one killer of kids in the United States 
and each year a million families around the world lose children to these injuries. 
Injuries can occur in lots of locations. 

At Home: 

• Fire safety is important: On average, one child dies each day from 
a fire or burn. 

• Medication safety: Medications are the leading cause of child poisoning. 

• Safe sleep: Suffocation is the leading cause of injury-related death among 
babies under the age of one. 

• TV tip-overs: Every three weeks a child dies from a TV tipping over. 


At Play: 

• Swimming: Around the world, 388,000 people drown every year. That’s 44 
preventable deaths every hour. 

• Sports: Each year, more than one million children are seen in the ERs for 
sports-related injuries. 

• Helmet safety: Helmets can reduce the risk of brain injuries by 88 percent. 

On the way: 

• Road injuries: Road injuries are the leading cause of death to kids in the 
U.S. Please be sure your child is in the proper car seat in the proper location 
of the car. If you have questions on this contact Pokagon Health Services or 
the Tribal Police department and they can check to be sure your car seat is 
installed properly. 

• Electronic devices: Teens account for half of all child pedestrian deaths. Speak 
with your teenager about not texting or using electronics while driving. 

• Kids playing near cars: Each year, more than 9,000 kids are treated in ERs for 
injuries that occur in or around vehicles. Please check around your vehicles 
before putting it in reverse or drive. 

For more information about keeping your kids safe, please visit www.safekids.org 
for lots of great information available on how to help keep your kids safe 
and healthy. 

vwwv.safekids.org 




The Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 

Department of Language and Culture invites you to 


Experience Drummond Island this Summer 

July 29 - August 2, 201 5 


Saturday, April 4 
1 1 :00 a.m.-l :00 p.m. 

Community Center 

27043 Potawatomi Trail, Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

Join Carla Collins for the April language workshop led by our 
apprentices teaching what they are currently learning while 
living with our fluent speakers in Northern Wisconsin. 


Great Lakes Traditional Arts Gathering 

The deadline, June 1 at 5:00 p.m., is 
approaching fast. 

If you have met the requirements : 

Eligibility includes attending 10 language classes between March and June 1 , 201 5, if you live in the service area. 
Classes are held in Dowagiac, South Bend, Hartford, and Hopkins. 

Youth must attend Youth Council meetings in person or through Skype through June and receive their community 
service hours set by the youth cultural coordinator. 

You must also attend at least five community events sponsored by the Department of Language and Culture 
before the end of May 201 5. 

If you feel you are on target for meeting the requirement please call the Department of Language and Culture and 
talkto Nicole Holloway to verify your eligibility. She will then mail you a registration packet that must be completed 
and sent backto reserve your spot. Space is limited, so don’t delay. 

Questions? Please contact the Department of Language and Culture (269) 462-4325 and nicole. 
holloway@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 


xjr 

POKACON.COM 
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Pokagons exchange culture with students from Denmark 


This March, a group of students from Denmark visited the Dowagiac campuses for 
a cultural exchange with our tribe. 

These students were in a Denmark program that is similar to the U.S. foster care 
system. Coming here and learning about our culture was an accomplishment for 
them all. 

They arrived at the Community Center the morning of Friday March 6 and 
received cultural teachings from Tribal Historic Preservation Officer Marcus 
Winchester and Jefferson Ballew. Cultural Activities Coordinator Patty Jo Kublick 
acted as host, and Youth Cultural Coordinator Rebecca Williams discussed the 
opportunities our youth and youth councils have been able to experience. 

The students then traveled to Rodgers Lake to learn about sugar bushing with 
Ballew and Kublick. They tasted the maple syrup, and Ballew explained the process 
of turning sap into syrup and its cultural and historical significance. 


Attention Pokagon Band Citizens 

The Department of Language and Culture is seeking traditional artisans to teach 
at this summer's Culture Camp. If you are interested, please submit a proposal to 
Rebecca.williams@pokagonband-nsn.gov by 5 p.m. April 10. 



Upcoming Programs with the Department of Social Services 


The Department of Social Services is hosting a variety of different programs over 
in April and May. For more details check out the events listed below. There’s sure to 
be something for everyone! We hope to see you there. 

One Stroke Painting Workshop with Angie Rice (April 13 and April 20) 

The Department of Social Services is hosting another One Stroke Painting Class 
for women in the community. 

What is One Stroke? 

One Stroke painting allows the artist to “load” a single paintbrush with multiple 
colors, giving the work of art a more lively and shaded effect with just a single 
stroke! 

This program was incredibly popular the first time around. If you missed it the 
first time around and are interested in attending please RSVP as soon as possible! 

For more information or to RSVP please contact Casey Kasper at (269) 

462.4324 or casey.kasper@pokagonband-nsn.gov. This program is for women only 
and spaces are limited. At this time you may only register for one session to ensure 
as many people are able to attend as is possible. 

Bone Needle and Basswood Fiber Cordage Workshop with Renee Dillard 
(April 25, 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Rodgers Lake Pavilion) 

The Department of Social Services is honored to host a workshop with Renee 
Dillard. She will be teaching a Bone Needle and Basswood Fiber Cordage 
workshop. Participants will also learn about harvesting cat tail plants. These 
techniques are used for making cat tail mats. 

Renee Dillard is a 2010 Michigan Heritage Award recipient and an accomplished 
natural fiber artist. As a young woman she learned this skill from her mother and 
has spent much of her adult life sharing her knowledge with Native communities 
in Michigan, Wisconsin, and Ontario. 

Cat tail mats are traditionally made by women, however men are welcome to 
attend this program to watch and learn cultural teachings. 


This event is open to the community, however spaces are limited. Please contact 
Casey Kasper at (269) 462-4324 or casey.kasper@pokagonband-nsn.gov to RSVP 
or for questions. 

Lunch will be served potluck-style so please bring a dish to pass. 

Family Wellness 5K Run/Walk and Informational Open House (May 2, 10 
AM, Rodgers Lake) 

Looking for a fun activity for the whole family? Dust off those running shoes 
and come to the Family Wellness 5K Run/Walk hosted by the Department of 
Social Services! This is a non-competitive, family friendly event. All fitness levels 
are welcome to come. Staff from different programs in Social Services will be 
available to answer any questions you have about services as well. 

Registration is available online at http://pokagonband-nsn.gov/calendar/event/ 
family- wellness-5k. If you need a paper copy of the registration form please contact 
Casey Kasper at (269) 462-4324 or casey.kasper@pokagonband-nsn.gov. Anyone 
who is registered by April 17 will receive a shirt. You are still welcome register up 
until the day of the event; however you will not be guaranteed a shirt. 

If you have any questions feel free to contact Casey Kasper at (269) 462-4324 or 
casey.kasper@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

Finding Dawn Film Screening (May 29, 6 PM, Community Center) 

The Department is hosting a screening of Finding Dawn for community 
members on Friday, May 29, 2015 at 6 PM at the Community Center. Finding 
Dawn is a 2006 film by Christine Welsh (Metis) that highlights the lives of Dawn 
Crey, Ramona Wilson, and Daleen Kay Bosse, three of the estimated 500 women 
who have gone missing or were murdered in Canada in the past 30 years. This is a 
very serious issue that has received little recognition in the media. 

If you have any questions feel free to contact Casey Kasper at (269) 462-4324 or 
casey.kasper@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 
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Cindy Sue Pigeon is elder of the month 

Boo Shoo. My parents were Jennie and Edmund. I am the baby of the family. I 
have five brothers and sisters. I am married by our tribe to an amazing partner 
named Faith. 

My family has grown quite a bit with my nieces and nephews and their kids and 
their kids. We are crafters. My family are black ash basket makers. I make jewelry, 
dream catchers, burn boxes and a few other things. We set up at a variety of pow 
wows, which makes me feel excited for life 

I have worked in diverse jobs, a nursing home, Grand Rapids Inter Tribal, 
National Congress of American Indians, Steelcase, Meijer and Perrigo of Allegan, 
just to name a few. 

I belong to the Salem Indian Mission which is a Methodist Church. I am 55 
years old, will be 56 in April. My native name is Amosezbahquet Wab MiMi given 
to me from my Elder, Joe John and Mable Shomin, my Father and Momma and 
many other elders. By the way, the name means honey. It feels really strange to be 
an elder. I still want to play softball, basketball and volleyball, but I can’t due to my 
disabilities, bad knees, asthma and mental disorders. 

I was talking to my Brother John and said “Man, where are all the elders at?” He 
just smiled and told me that we ARE the elders now. WOW! I thought when I 
turned 30 life was over. Now I think I better buckle down and enjoy the new life 
that I have blessed with. Every new day I praise the Lord, our Creator, he is so 
awesome. Bless you all. 



Department of Human Resources 

Carpenter Apprenticeship Program 
Openings Available 

An apprenticeship is a combination of on-the-job learning and 
related classroom instruction in a highly skilled trade. It is a four 
year program with 8,000 hours total of on-the-job training and 39 
credit hours. 

Requirements: 

• Pokagonteitizen or spouse of a Pokagon citizen 

• High school diploma or GED 

• 1 8 years of age or older 

In addition, to move through the Selection process, you will need 
to complete an Apprenticeship application, TABE Assessment 
with a minimum score of 9.0 and an online OSHA Hazard 
Recognition Training for the Construction Industry Course with a 
minimum exam score of 70%. 

Enrollment is now OPEN and we are taking applications for the 
next class year starting tentatively in October. 

Find the application and learn how to apply here: 

www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/business-community/apprenticeship- 

program 

Contact Traci Henslee, workforce training and resource specialist 
at (269) 462-4227 or Jim Dybevik, director of human resources at 
(269) 462-4265 if you have any questions regarding 
the Apprenticeship Program. gyankobjegemen 

STAY CONNECTED 

oo© 

POKACON.COM 



H ave you ever wanted your own regalia to dance at 
powwows but didn’t know how to make one or don’t 
have the ability financially? Then this is your program! 

We are inviting individuals who want to learn basic 
sewing, beading or other skills to start and finish their 
own unique regalia. 

April May 

Sunday, April 5 Sunday, May 3 

Sunday, April 1 9 Sunday, May 1 7 


All classes are 1 :00 pm to 5:00 pm at the 
Community Center 

27043 Potawato mi Trail 
Dowagiac, Ml 49047 


For more information, contact Nicole Holloway 

at (269) 462-4325 or nicole.holloway@pokagonband-nsn.gov. GYANKOBJEGEMEN 

STAY CONNECTED 

oo© 

POKACON.COM 



Join Marcy Herbert, Pokagon Band dietician, for 
a healthy lunch every third Wednesday as she 
discusses topics around nutrition. 

All healthy lunch presentations are 1 2:00 pm to 1 :00 pm in 
the kitchen of the Commodities Building 

58650 Sink Road 
Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

The menu for the April 1 5 Healthy Lunch is Spinach and 
Feta Pita Bake with a Salad. Mark your calendar for the next 
lunches on May 20 and June 17. 

For more information and to RSVP, contact Marcy Herbert at 
(269) 782-2472 or marcy.herbert@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 











Zisbakwto gis 


Ne'me gizhek SUNDAY 

Ngot gizhek MONDAY 

Nizh gizhek TUESDAY 

Apta gizhek \ 




Body Pump 

Healthy Eating 

Fit Kids 

Zumba 

L&C Hartford Lang 
L&C Gun LakeYoutl 

L&C South Bend Mer 

5 

L&C Regalia 101 Class 

6 

Body Pump 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Booty Boot Camp 

Fit Kids 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

L&C Gun Lake Adult Language Class 

7 

Lean Lunch 

Fit Kids 

L&C Youth After School Program 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

Body Pump 

Fit Kids 

Zumba 

L&C Hartford Lang 
L&C Gun LakeYoutl 

12 

13 

Body Pump 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Booty Boot Camp 

Fit Kids 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

L&C Gun Lake Adult Language Class 

14 

EDU MTED Conference 

One Story Louie Gong Walking in 

Two Worlds/MockUps 

Lean Lunch 

Fit Kids 

L&C Youth After School Program 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

Body Pump 

EDU MTED Confer 
PHS Healthy Lunch 
Fit Kids 

Zumba 

L&C Hartford Lang 
EDU Elders E-Reade 

L&C Gun LakeYoutl 

19 

L&C Regalia 101 Class 

20 

Body Pump 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Booty Boot Camp 

Fit Kids 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

L&C Gun Lake Adult Language Class 

21 

Lean Lunch 

Fit Kids 

L&C Youth After School Program 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

Body Pump 

Fit Kids 

Zumba 

L&C Hartford Lang 
L&C Gun LakeYoutl 

26 

27 

Body Pump 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Booty Boot Camp 

Fit Kids 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

L&C Gun Lake Adult Language Class 

28 

Lean Lunch 

Fit Kids 

L&C Youth After School Program 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

Body Pump 

Fit Kids 

Zumba 

L&C Hartford Lang 
L&C Gun LakeYoutl 





ses April 2015 


A/EDNESDAY 

Nyewgizhek THURSDAY 

Nyano gizhek FRIDAY 

Odanke gizhek SATU RDAY 

1 

uage Class 

Language Class 
is & Boys Drumming 

2 

Lean Lunch 

SS Community Conversation on 
Historical Trauma 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

L&C Potawatomi Language Talking Circle 
Circuit Training 

3 

Tribal Government offices Closed 

4 

L&C April Language Workshop 

Zumba 

L&C Easter Egg Hunt 

8 

uage Class 

Language Class 

9 

Lean Lunch 

Mishkowze: Alcoholism, Addictions 
and Kids Health 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

L&C Potawatomi Language Talking Circle 
Circuit Training 

10 

Body Pump 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

11 

Tribal Council Meeting 

Zumba 

15 

ence 

presentation 

uage Class 
r Workshop 
i Language Class 

16 

EDU MTED Conference 

Lean Lunch 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

L&C Potawatomi Language Talking Circle 
Circuit Training 

Body Pump 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

L&C End of Season Sugar Feast 

18 

SS Baby Celebration 

Native Justice Community Advisory 
Group Meeting 

Zumba 

22 

uage Class 
i Language Class 

23 

Lean Lunch 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

L&C Potawatomi Language Talking Circle 
Circuit Training 

24 

Body Pump 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

25 

SS Bone Needle and Basswood Fiber 
Cordage Workshop 

Zumba 

EDU Wild Kratts Live! 

29 

uage Class 
i Language Class 

30 

Lean Lunch 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

EDU Family Fun Night 

L&C Potawatomi Language Talking Circle 
Circuit Training 

May 1 

Body Pump 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

May 2 

Family Wellness 5K y 

Zumba 

One Story To Honor and Comfort: 
Native Quilting Traditions 


Please visit www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov/calendar or call (800) 517-0777 for more details on these events. 
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April is Child Abuse Prevention Month 


Making Meaningful Connections 
With Your Family 

Good health starts with eating the right 
foods and getting plenty of physical 
activity A healthier lifestyle may help 
your family in many ways, including the 
following: 

• Less stress, depression, and anxiety 

• Better sleep and more energy 

• Less disease and lower health-care costs 

Healthy habits don’t have to take time away from your family Do it together and 
make it fun! 

Eating Well 

Children learn their future eating habits from watching you. Set a good example, 
and set the stage for a lifetime of good health. Consider the following tips: 

• Family meals are an important time to connect with your children. Offer 
a variety of healthy foods. Then focus on what your children are saying 
rather than what they are eating. 

• Allow children to decide how much to eat based on their hunger. Let go 
of “clean plate” expectations. 

• Reward your children with attention and kind words instead of food. 
Comfort them with hugs, not sweets. 

• Plan, shop, and cook more meals at home together. Involve children in 
choosing, washing, and (for older children) cutting and cooking fruits and 
vegetables. 

• Let kids invent their own healthy recipes. No-fail options include trail 
mix, smoothies, and fruit salads. 

• Having difficulty providing enough healthy food for your family? Apply 
for food stamps orWIC benefits, or check out local food banks to ease 
your budget. 

Physical Activity 

Children and teens need 60 minutes or more of physical activity each day. For 
adults, aim for at least 30 minutes per day, most days of the week. Try the following 
suggestions to increase your whole family's activity level: 

• Find activities you enjoy and do them as a family. Shoot hoops, dance, 
swim, or rollerblade — it doesn’t matter what you do, as long as you are 
moving together. 

• Support your children’s participation in sports by helping them practice. 
Kick soccer balls while your child plays goalie, or hit pop-ups for her 

to catch. 

• Take a family walk after dinner instead of turning on the TV. Make up 
games for younger children, such as “I spy” or “Who can count the most 
... [e.g., red cars] ’’.With school-age kids and teens, use the time to ask how 
things are going at school or with friends. 



• Walk or bike with your child to 
and from school. 

• Set family challenges, such as 
completing a “mud run” or a long hike 
together. Celebrate when you reach 
your goals. 

• Local community centers often 
offer free or low-cost exercise classes, 
clubs, teams, and other activities for 
children and families. Many offer 

sliding-scale memberships. 

Remember: Making a commitment to health together is more fun than doing it 
alone . . . and it can bring your family closer together. 

Keeping Your Family Strong 

What You Can Do 

• Take time at the end of each day to connect with your children with a 
hug, a smile, a song, or a few minutes of listening and talking. 

• Find ways to engage your children while completing everyday tasks 
(meals, shopping, driving in the car). Talk about what you are doing, ask 
them questions, or play simple games (such as “I spy”). 

Preventing Child Sexual Abuse 

What You Can Do 

• Take an active role in your children’s lives. Learn about their activities and 
people with whom they are involved. Stay alert for possible problems. 

• Educate children about the difference between good secrets (such as 
birthday surprises) and bad secrets (those that make the child feel unsafe 
or uncomfortable). 

• Monitor children’s use of technology, including cell phones, social 
networking sites, and messaging. Review contact lists regularly and ask 
about any people you don’t recognize. 

• Trust your instincts! If you feel uneasy about leaving your child with 
someone, don’t do it. If you are concerned about possible sexual abuse, 
ask questions. 

Remember:You can help protect your children from sexual abuse by being active 
in their lives and teaching them safety skills 

Provided by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services www. 
childwelfare.gov/ topics/preventing/ preventionmonth 


& g g 

THE POKAGON FUND 

art gallery 



The Pokagon Fund Art Gallery is pleased to feature the works of these Pokagon Tribe artists: 
Angie Rice • Jason Wesaw • Kathy Getz Fodness • SammieCook 

Artists' Reception: The public is invited to an artists' reception at the Pokagon Fund 
on Saturday, April 25, from 11 am to 1 pm 

The Pokagon Fund • 821 E. Buffalo Street • New Buffalo, Michigan 491 1 7 
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April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month 

Each April, domestic and sexual violence agencies and advocates raise awareness 
of sexual violence in our communities and encourage others to speak out against 
sexual violence. 

Rape, sexual assault, and other forms of sexual violence are unfortunately all too 
familiar in our communities. Overall it is estimated that one in six women and 
one in thirty-three men will be victims of sexual violence in their lifetimes. These 
numbers, especially for women, are even higher when we look at instances of 
sexual violence against Native American women. According to the Department of 
Justice it is estimated that one in three Native American women will be victims of 
sexual violence at some point in their life. Much of the time rapes go unreported 
due to the shame, fear, and stigma associated with being a rape victim. 

Through popular culture we are exposed to many different messages, beliefs, 
and values surrounding rape and sexual violence. A great deal of this information 
is incorrect and promote the idea that all victims and perpetrators look and act a 
certain way, which can lead to minimizing or denying abuse, or blaming the victim 
for the assault. Below are some common myths and facts about sexual assault. 

Myth: This won’t ever happen to me. 

Fact: Anyone can be a victim of sexual assault, regardless of gender, race, ethnicity, 
sexual orientation, class, age, religion, ability status, or education level. 

Myth: Only women are raped. 

Fact: While the overwhelming majority of rapes are committed by men against 
women, anyone can be a victim of sexual violence. 


Myth: Women who dress seductively, drink alcohol, use drugs, or go out late at 
night should know better and are asking to be raped. 

Fact: No matter what she wears, how much she drinks, if she uses drugs, dances 
seductively, goes for a run late at night, etc. . ., no one asks to be sexually assaulted, 
nor do they deserve it. Further, you can’t legally give consent when you are 
intoxicated or incapacitated in any way. 

Myth: Rapes are committed by strangers. 

Fact: The overwhelming majority of assaults are committed by people the 
victim knows. This is sometimes called acquaintance rape or date rape and largely 
contributes to why rapes go unreported. 

If you or someone you know is a victim of abuse and would like help please 
contact Casey Kasper, victim services manager/ case worker for the Pokagon Band 
Department of Social Services at (269) 462-4324. While we aren’t able to offer 
comprehensive sexual assault services at this time, we can certainly listen and assist 
in finding the help you need. All services are confidential and free of charge. 


Notice of Open Position | Mno-Bmadsen Board of Director Position 


INTRODUCTION TO MNO-BMADSEN. The Pokagon Band Tribal 
Council established Mno-Bmadsen, an autonomous tri bally-chartered 
entity of the Pokagon Band, whose purpose is to engage in economic 
development activities on behalf of the Pokagon Band. This entity has 
set aside a significant investment to be strategically invested for the tribe. 
Mno-Bmadsen is managed by a seven (7) member Board of Directors and 
is currently seeking a person for one (1 ) open position. A copy of the Mno- 
Bmadsen Charter is available at http://www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/business- 
community/mno-bmadsen 

ELIGIBILITY. In addition to the qualifications set forth below, no more than 
two (2) Board members may be non-citizens of the Pokagon Band. 

Qualifications. All Directors must meet the following qualifications: 

1 . Be at least twenty-one (21 ) years of age; and 

2. Have a high school diploma, high school equivalency diploma, or general 
education development certificate; and 

3. Have either: (1 ) a minimum often (1 0) years of experience in private 
sector management, business administration, accounting, or law, 

or (2) (a) a minimum of five (5) years of experience in private sector 
management, business administration, accounting, or law, and (b) a 
bachelor’s degree; and 

4. Have the ability to exercise sound judgment in matters related to the 
objectives of Mno-Bmadsen; and 

5. Have a knowledge or a willingness to acquire knowledge of Pokagon 
history and culture; and 


6. Not have been convicted within the last ten (10) years of a crime subject 
to imprisonment for a term of one (1 ) year or longer, excepting those 
crimes determined by the Tribal Council to relate to the furtherance of 
the Band’s tribal sovereignty rights; and 

7. Have demonstrated personal and professional integrity, honesty and 
adherence to high ethical standards; and 

8. Have a commitmentto understand Mno-Bmadsen and all of its business 
activities and to participate fully in meetings of the Board of Directors. 

APPOINTMENT PROCESS AND LENGTH OF TERM. Vacancies 
on the Board shall be filled by nomination of the Board of Directors and 
appointment of Tribal Council. 

TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for and 
attend Board meetings will vary, but it is anticipated that a minimum of 1 20 
hours per year will be required for preparing for and attending meetings. The 
Board will meet at least once per month and more often, if needed. 

COMPENSATION This is not a full time position and Board members 
will not be eligible for any Pokagon Band employee benefits. Directors shall 
receive a stipend at a rate established by resolution of the Tribal Council and 
reimbursement for actual and reasonable expenses incurred in the discharge 
of their duties. 

HOWTO APPLY. To be considered for appointment to the Board, 
please forward your resume and a letter of interest along with a completed 
application in PDFformatto: teri.barber@mno-bmadsen.com, The 
application may be found atwww.mno-bmadsen.com under the "News” tab. 
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Notice of Open Position | Oshke-Kno-Kewewen Traditional PowWow Committee 


POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Pokagon Band Tribal Council is 
seeking letters of interest and resumes from Pokagon Band Citizens for 
two Committee member positions and two (2) alternate positions on the 
Pokagon Band Oshke-Kno-Kewewen Traditional PowWow Committee (the 
“Committee”). The Committee is responsible for organizing and conducting 
the annual traditional pow wow on Memorial Day weekend on behalf of the 
Band. 

TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for and 
attend Committee meetings and perform the business of the Committee will 
vary. The Committee meets approximately once each month throughout the 
year, with additional meetings as needed in the 2 or 3 months prior to the 
PowWow. Committee members are also expected to perform set-up duties 
prior to the PowWow and carry out various duties needed for the PowWow 
throughout the PowWow weekend. Committee Members are expected 
to attend all Committee meetings, which are typically held at the Band’s 
Administration Building located at 58620 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Michigan. 

COMPENSATION. Com mittee Members are independent contractors and 
compensated for service to the Committee at rates established by the Tribal 
Council. Currently, Committee Members are compensated in the amount of 
$75 per Committee meeting. In addition, Committee members are entitled 
to reimbursement for mileage when using their personal vehicle to attend 
meetings and for other Committee business in accordance with the Band’s 
Travel Policy. 

ELIGIBILITY. All persons who wish to serve as a Member of the Committee 
must: have appreciation and respect for the traditions and culture of the 
Pokagon Band, and should support the continued growth and vitality of the 
Pokagon Band community. 

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Co mmittee Members are appointed by the 
Tribal Council. All persons who wish to be considered for appointment to the 
Committee must be present at the meeting at which the Tribal Council will 


review the letters of interest and resumes; provided, however, that the Tribal 
Council may for good cause waive this requirement. Any person who believes 
that good cause exists to not attend such meeting should contact the 
Executive Secretary to the Tribal Council, who will share the information with 
the Tribal Council. Please note that the Tribal Council has not yet established 
the meeting date at which it will consider appointments to the Committee. 

TERM. There is no limit to the number of terms a member can serve on the 
Committee. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As a Public Official, Committee members 
are subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the Code of 
Ethics may be obtained by contacting Kelly Curran, Tribal Council Executive 
Secretary at (888) 376-9988 or by visiting the Band’s website, www. 
pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

HOW TO APPLY. Please submit letters of interest along with a current 
resume to: 

Mail: Kelly Curran, Tribal Council Executive Secretary 
P.O. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to the Tribal Council 
Email: Kelly.Curran@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

DEADLINE. Th is posting shall remain open until filled. 

QUESTIONS. All questions concerning the Committee or this notice maybe 
directed to Kevin Daugherty at kevin.daugherty@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


Notice of Open Position | Traditions/Repatriations Committee 


POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Pokagon Band Tribal Council is seeking 
letters of interest and resumes from Pokagon Band Citizens for two 
(2) Committee member positions and one (1 ) alternate position on the 
Pokagon Band Traditions/Repatriation Committee (the "Committee”). The 
Committee has the responsibility of advising the Band on cultural issues, and 
for reviewing and acting on repatriation issues on behalf of the Tribe. The 
Committee works closely with the Department of Language and Culture, and 
serves as the advisory body to the Pokagon Band Historic Preservation Office 
(THPO). 

TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for and 
attend Committee meetings and perform the business of the Committee 
will vary. The Committee meets approximately once each month to address 
general cultural issues and once per month to address issues with the 
THPO. The Committee may also meet at additional times as needed to 
fulfill Committee duties. Committee Members are expected to attend all 
Committee meetings, which are typically held at the Band’s Administration 
Building located at 58620 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Michigan. 

COMPENSATION. Com mittee Members are independent contractors and 
compensated for service to the Committee at rates established by the Tribal 
Council. Currently, Committee Members are compensated in the amount of 
$75 per Committee meeting. In addition, Committee members are entitled 
to reimbursement for mileage when using their personal vehicle to attend 
meetings and for other Committee business in accordance with the Band’s 
Travel Policy. 

ELIGIBILITY. All persons who wish to serve as a Member or Alternate of 
the Traditions/Repatriation Committee must have an interest in and respect 
for the traditions, culture, history, and language of the Pokagon Band and 
the Potawatomi Nation. Familiarity with the cultural teachings and practices 
of the Potawatomi is appreciated. Prospective members must be flexible in 
meeting times and locations, and be able to handle several projects at once. 


APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Co mmittee Members are appointed by the 
Tribal Council. All persons who wish to be considered for appointment to 
the Committee must be present at the meeting at which the Tribal Council 
will review the letters of interest and resumes; provided, however, that the 
Tribal Council may for good cause waive this requirement. Any person who 
believes that good cause exists to not attend such meeting should contact 
the Executive Secretary to the Tribal Council, who will share the information 
with the Tribal Council. Please note that the Tribal Council has not yet 
established the meeting date at which it will consider appointments to the 
Committee. 

TERM. There is no limit to the number of terms a member can serve on the 
Committee. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As a Public Official, Committee members 
are subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the Code of 
Ethics may be obtained by contacting Kelly Curran, Tribal Council Executive 
Secretary at (888) 376-9988 or by visiting the Band’s website, www. 
pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

HOW TO APPLY. Please submit letters of interest along with a current 
resume to: 

Mail: Kelly Curran, Tribal Council Executive Secretary 
P.O. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to the Tribal Council 
Email: Kelly.Curran@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

DEADLINE. Th is posting shall remain open until filled. 

QUESTIONS. All questions concerning the Committee or this notice maybe 
directed to Kevin Daugherty at kevin.daugherty@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 
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Notice of Open Position | Pokagon Band Health Board 

POSITION DESCRIPTION. As provided in Section 2 of the Health Board 
Ordinance, the Health Board is organized for the purpose of: 

A. Assisting the Pokagon Band Health Services Department in the 
preparation of a comprehensive health plan for the community. The 
Health Board works jointly with the Director of Health Services to assess 
the health needs of the Pokagon Band community and to prioritize 
services to assure that those needs are being met; 

B. Assisting with the development and review of fair, ethical and proper 
policies for the delivery of health services to eligible clients; 

C. Deciding which medical procedures will be covered by limited funding 
and establishing medical and dental priorities within those procedures; 

D. Implementing when necessary, a Contract Health Committee under 
Indian Health Services guidelines to oversee the quality and quantity of 
care delivered through Community Health Service funds; 

E. Serving as an appeals board for health services delivery issues in 
accordance with the requirements of the Health Board Ordinance; and 

F. Providing such other information or engaging in such further health 
services related activities as Tribal Council may direct. 

ADDITIONAL DUTIES OFTHE MEMBERS OFTHE HEALTH BOARD 

Each Health Board member shall: 

A. Be responsible for being informed in Pokagon Band Health Services and 
Indian Health Services policies and procedures as they relate to duties 
called for underthis Ordinance; 

B. Make a good-faith effort to attend all Health Board meetings; and 

C. Maintain the strictest of confidentiality standards in carrying out the 
duties established by this Ordinance. Each Board Member must sign 
and abide by a statement acknowledging the standards of confidentiality 
required for serving as a Board Member, as outlined in Section 4 of the 
Health Board Ordinance. Board Members shall sign such a statement 
upon appointment and renew such statement whenever reappointed. 

TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for and 
attend Board meetings and perform the business of the Health Board will 
vary. The dates and times of Health Board meetings vary, but they typically 
occur third Monday of each month, at 5:00 p.m., at the Band’s Health 
Clinic at 58620, Sink Road in Dowagiac. On average, a Board member can 
anticipate a time commitment of approximately four - six hours per month. 

COMPENSATION. Members of the H ealth Board are compensated as 
independent contractors in the amount of $1 50 per meeting (a Health Board 
member may receive additional compensation if he or she is the Chairperson 
or an Officer of the Health Board). In addition, Health Board members shall 
be entitled to reimbursement for actual and reasonable expenses incurred 
in the discharge of their duties in accordance with Section 1 7 of the Health 
Board Ordinance and the Band’s Travel Policy. 

ELIGIBILITY. All persons who wish to serve as a Member or Alternate of 
the Traditions/Repatriation Committee must have an interest in and respect 
for the traditions, culture, history, and language of the Pokagon Band and 
the Potawatomi Nation. Familiarity with the cultural teachings and practices 
of the Potawatomi is appreciated. Prospective members must be flexible in 
meeting times and locations, and be able to handle several projects at once. 


APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Appointments to the Health Board are 
made by the Tribal Council. All persons who wish to be considered for 
appointment must be present atthe meeting atwhich the Triba I Council will 
review the written statements of interest and resumes; provided, however, 
that the Tribal Council may, for good cause, waive this requirement. Any 
person who believes that good cause exists to not attend such Tribal Council 
meeting should contact the Executive Secretary to the Tribal Council, who 
will share the information with the Tribal Council. Please note that the Tribal 
Council has not yet established the meeting date at which it will consider the 
appointment to the Health Board. 

TERM. Appo intments to the Health Board are made by the Tribal Council. 
All persons who wish to be considered for appointment must be present at 
the meeting atwhich the Tribal Council will review the written statements 
of interest and resumes; provided, however, that the Tribal Council may, for 
good cause, waive this requirement. Any person who believes that good 
cause exists to not attend such Tribal Council meeting should contact the 
Executive Secretary to the Tribal Council, who will share the information with 
the Tribal Council. Please note that the Tribal Council has not yet established 
the meeting date at which it will consider the appointment to the Health 
Board. 

ELIGIBILITY TO SERVE ON THE HEALTH BOARD 

In order to be eligible for appointment to the Health Board, one must: 

A. Be a Pokagon Band Citizen; 

B. Not have an immediate family member currently serving on the Health 
Board; and 

C. Not bean employee of the Band’s Department of Health Services. 

HOW TO APPLY. Please submit letters of interest along with a current 
resume to: 

Mail: Kelly Curran, Tribal Council Executive Secretary 
P.O. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to the Tribal Council 
Email: Kelly.Curran@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

QUESTIONS. Questions concerning the Health Board may be directed 
to Nicolle DeMarsh, Chairperson of the Health Board, at (31 3) 443.2823, 
or Nicole.Demarsh@pokagonband-nsn.gov. The Health Board Ordinance 
is available at the following internet address: www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
government/codes-and-ordinances. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As Public Officials, members of the Health 
Board are subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the Code 
of Ethics may be obtained from the Band’s website at www.pokagonband- 
nsn.gov/government/codes-and-ordinances. 

DEADLINE.The posting shall be open until April 30, 201 5. 




Elders Lunch Menu | Zisbakwto gises April 
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New Christmas Check Procedure Adopted 

Effective December 15, 2014 Tribal Council has adopted a procedure regarding 
Undeliverable Gifts (Resolution 14- 12- 15-01). These procedures will be applied 
to old Christmas checks the Department of Finance has been unable to deliver 
to the respective Pokagon citizen. These Christmas checks will revert to the 
Band after one year should they remain unclaimed, similar to the practice of 
holding on to Per Capita checks for 12 months. For those citizens listed below, 
for whom a Christmas check is still outstanding from November of 2013 or 
prior, you have until March 31, 2015 to update your address with Enrollment, 
otherwise the funds will be forfeited as allowed under the new procedures. 


Per Capita News 

The Enrollment Office needs the following individuals to update their addresses so 
that these payments can be mailed. If there is an X in the column(s) by your name, 
you have either a Christmas check and/ or per capita payments due to you. Please 
contact Beth Edelberg in the Enrollment Office at (269) 782-1763 or Deidre 
Ecker in the Finance Department at (269) 462-4209. 




Christmas 


Enrollment 

# 

Name 

2009 

2010 

2011 

2012 

2013 

2014 

Monthly 

Per Cap 

83 

John Dylan Watson 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


406 

Michael Lynn Hewitt 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

857 

Peter John Ramirez 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


1446 

Bobby Marcus Haynes 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


1986 

Cristian M Cobb 



X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

4227 

Scott Brewer Jr 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

4442 

Mason Tyler Currey 





X 

X 



Please note - you must have a deliverable address on file. 


Attention 1 8- to 20-Yea r-Olds I Per Capita Information 

Attention all high school seniors who are graduating from high school or 
individuals who may be completing their G.E.D. If you are at least 18 years old 
and have achieved either of these you are now eligible to receive your monthly per 
capita checks. All you have to do is send a copy to the Enrollment office. You may 
either mail or fax this. The address to mail to is: 

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Attn: Enrollment Office 
P OBox 180 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 

OR fax to: (269) 782-1964 

The document must be received by April 15 in order to make it on the May 
2015 check run. Anything received after April 15 will be processed on the check 
run for June 2015. If you have any questions please call the direct per capita phone 
line at (269) 462-4209 or (269) 462-4200 or toll free (800) 517-0777. 


Per Capita Important Dates 


Deadline to receive 
Changes/updates/additions 
Received by 

Finance Department 

Checks mailed out on 

Check date 

Direct deposits in accounts 

Thursday, January 15,2015 

Thursday, January 29, 2015 

Friday, January 30, 2015 

Friday, February 13, 2015 

Thursday, February 26, 2015 

Friday, February 27, 2015 

Friday, March 13,2015 

Monday, March 30 2015 

Tuesday, March 31, 2015 

Wednesday, April 15,2015 

Wednesday, April 29, 2015 

Thursday, April 30, 2015 

Friday, May 15,2015 

Thursday, May 28, 2015 

Friday, May 29, 2015 

Monday, June 15,2015 

Monday, June 29, 2015 

Tuesday, June 30, 2015 

Wednesday, July 15,2015 

Thursday, July 30, 2015 

Friday, July 31,2015 

Friday, August 14,2015 

Thursday, August 27, 2015 

Friday, August 28, 2015 

Tuesday, September 15,2015 

Tuesday, September 29, 2015 

Wednesday, September 30, 2015 

Thursday, October 15,2015 

Thursday, October 29, 2015 

Friday, October 30, 2015 

Monday, November 2, 20 1 5* 

Tuesday, November 24, 20 1 5 

Wed, November 25,2015 

Friday, December 4, 20 1 5* 

Thursday, December 1 7, 20 1 5 

Fri, December 18,2015 


* Please note, in 2015, the November deadline for changes is November 2 and the December 
deadline is December 4. This is due to time limitations on all the events that occur at this time 
of the year. 


Per Capita Direct Deposit & Tax Withholding Forms 

For those tribal citizens receiving per capita checks in the mail and who do not 
have direct deposit, enclosed with your check you will find a direct deposit and a 
tax withholding form. These will be included with your check every month until 
we achieve 100% direct deposits. 

The tribe is currently having mandatory direct deposit for per capita checks. In 
the case of individuals not being able to set up a bank account, the tribe is offering 
a cash card on which the per capita checks will be loaded onto every month. We 
are making efforts to give everyone a chance to set up a bank account of your 
choice and on your own. 

As always, the tax withholding form is not mandatory although highly suggested 
as per capita payments are subject to federal and state taxes. The tribe only 
withholds federal taxes with a completed form, state taxes are the responsibility of 
the citizen. 

If you have any questions, please call the direct per capita phone line at 
(269) 462-4209 or (269) 462-4200 or toll free (800) 517-0777. The per capita 
phone line and my extension both have lengthy messages listing various per capita 
information. Please leave a message and I will return your call as soon as possible. 
Both of the above stated forms are available online at www.Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Once you turn in a direct deposit form and as long as I receive it by the 15th of 
the month, the information will be entered into the system and the first month is 
always a test run to the bank, so the check will still be mailed to you. The following 
month, as long as I do not receive any errors from the bank, will be direct deposit. 
As earlier stated, you will continue to receive the two forms in with your checks 
every month. If you have completed a form, no need to fill out another one. 
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Tribal Council April Calendar of Events 

6 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

7 Gaming Authority Closed, Four Winds New Buffalo, 10 a.m. 

1 1 Tribal Council Meeting, Community Center, 1 0 a.m.. 

1 3 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

14 Gaming Authority Closed, FourWinds New Buffalo, 10a.m. 

20 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

21 Gaming Authority Closed, FourWinds Hartford, 10 a.m. 

27 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

28 Gaming Authority Closed, Four Winds New Buffalo, 10 a.m. 

Please check the website, www.pokagonband-nsn.gov, or call (888) 782-2426 
before attending to confirm that a meeting has not been cancelled. 

Can’t Get to Elders Council Business Meetings? 
Participate Via Webcast 

Business meetings are held the first Thursday of every month at the Community 
Center in Dowagiac. For your convenience the meetings are now broadcast on 
the internet to listen in on what is going on with the Elders. If you are able to 
take advantage of this — please do! — Elders business meetings are called to order at 
11:00 a.m. Visit the Pokagon website to access the webcasting: www.pokagonband- 
nsn.gov/citizens/web-casting.Any questions, please call Stanley Morseau, Elders 
Chairman, (269) 783-6828. 


Tribal Council May Calendar of Events 

4 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

5 Gaming Authority Closed Session, FourWinds New Buffalo, 10 a.m. 
9 Tribal Council Meeting, Community Center, 1 0 a.m.. 

1 1 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

12 Gaming Authority Closed Session, FourWinds New Buffalo, 10 a.m. 

1 8 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

19 Gaming Authority Closed Session, FourWinds Hartford, 10 a.m. 

25 Tribal offices closed for Memorial Day holiday 

26 Gaming Authority Closed Session, FourWinds New Buffalo, 10 a.m. 

Please check the website, www.pokagonband-nsn.gov, or call (888)782-2426 
before attending to confirm that a meeting has not been cancelled. 


Don’t forget our social lunches held every third Thursday of the month. On 
these days we may have holiday parties, special events, or games. Every weekday 
a hot lunch is served at the Elders Hall.You are welcome to come to meet new 
elders you may not know or visit your friends. 


Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
ELDERS SNOW REMOVAL MONETARY REQUEST 

This program reimburses Pokagon elders anywhere in the U.S. for residential snow 
removal services. You are responsible for finding your own service provider. This 
program does not cover shoveling or snowblowing, or elders living at the Pokegnek 
Edawat village or complexes where this service is already provided for you. This is for 
residences, not businesses. Call Elders Hall at (800) 859-2717 or (269) 783-6102 with 
questions. 


Name: 

City: 

Phone Number: 


Current Address: 

_ State & ZIP Code: 

Tribal ID #: 


SNOW REMOVAL SERVICE PROVIDER INFORMATION 

Name: Current Address: 

City: State & ZIP code: 

Phone Number: Business Name: 


Please complete the above application and send it, along with your service provider’s 
invoice or receipt, to Elders Council P.0 Box 180, Dowagiac, Michigan 49047. No hand 
written, unofficial receipts will be accepted. 


Signature of Applicant: Date: 

By signing, I agree that all information provided on this form to be true and correct. I verify that I 
am the head of household of this residence. I understand this request is limited to up to $25 per 
request, and that I am responsible for any amount greater than $25. I understand that the 
request is limited to $150 one time use throughout winter 2015. 


To download a PDF of this application, visit pokagon.com/citizens/ 
milestones/55-and-over 



POKAGON BAND OF POTAWATOMI 


4th ANNUAL 


A Healthy Step 
with Education 


Children must be accompanied by an adult. 


Pokegnek Bodewadmik 


Save the Date 


Saturday, July 25, 2015 
10:00 a.m. -3:00 p.m. 
Health Services Building 


T he Department of Health Services and the Department of Education 
invite you to the fourth annual A Healthy Step with Education. This 
day will be filled with health education, screenings, PreK-12 program 
registration and activities. This event is for the whole family, birth to elder. 
It is open to all tribal citizens, employees and their families. 


Please come and join in the fun. 


Questions? Contact Liz Leffler at (269) 462-4406 or 
Susan Doyle at (269) 782-0887. 
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Tribal Office Directory 

Administration 

Health Services 

Information Technology 

58620 Sink Road 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-4141 

(269) 782-8998 

Toll Free (800) 5 1 7-0777 

Toll Free (888) 440-1234 

FAX (269) 782-6882 

Housing & Facilities 

57824 East Pokagon Trail 

Commodities 

(269) 783-0443 

(269) 782-3372 

FAX (269) 783-0452 

Toll Free (888) 281-1 1 1 1 

Human Resources 

FAX (269) 782-7814 

58620 Sink Rd. 

Communications 

(269) 782-8998 

58620 Sink Rd. 

FAX (269) 782-4253 

(269) 782-8998 

Compliance 

58620 Sink Rd. 

Language & Culture 

58653 Sink Rd. 

(269) 462-4325 

(269) 782-8998 

Mno-Bmadsen 

4 1 5 E. Prairie Ronde St. 

Chi Ishobak 

27043 Potawatomi Trail 

(269) 783-41 1 1 

(269) 783-4157 

Natural Resources 

32142 Edwards St. 

Education 

(269) 782-9602 

58620 Sink Rd. 

FAX (269) 783-0452 

(269) 782-0887 

Social Services 

Toll Free (888) 330-1234 

58620 Sink Rd. 

FAX (269) 782-0985 

(269) 782-8998 

Elders Program 

Toll Free (800) 5 1 7-0777 

53237 Townhall Rd. 

FAX (269) 782-4295 

(269) 782-0765 

South Bend Area Office 

Toll Free (800) 859-2717 

3733 Locust Street 

FAX (269) 782-1696 

Elections 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-9475 

Toll Free (888) 782-9475 

South Bend, IN 46614 
(574) 282-2638 

Toll Free (800) 737-9223 

FAX (574) 282-2974 
(269) 782-8998 

Tribal Council 

Enrollment 

58620 Sink Rd. 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-6323 

(269) 782-1763 

Toll Free (888) 376-9988 

FAX (269) 782-1964 

FAX (269) 782-9625 

Finance 

Tribal Court 

58620 Sink Rd. 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

(269) 783-0505/ 

Toll Free (800) 517-0777 

FAX (269) 783-0519 

FAX (269) 782-1028 

Tribal Police 

Head Start 

58155 M-5 1 South 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-2232 

(269) 783-0026/ 

Toll Free (866) 399-0161 

(866) 250-6573 

FAX (269) 782-9795 

FAX (269) 782-7988 


Tribal Council Directory 

(888) 376-9988 

Chairman 

John P. Warren 

(269)214-2610 

JohnWarren@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Vice-chairman 

Robert Moody, Jr 

(269) 783-9379 

Bob.Moody@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Treasurer 

Eugene Magnuson 

(269) 783-9297 

Eugene.Magnuson@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Secretary 

Faye Wesaw 

(269) 782-1864 

Faye.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Steve Winchester 

(269) 591-0119 

Steve.Winchester@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Thomas Wesaw 

(269) 783-6831 

Tom.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.govov 


Member at large 

Michaelina Martin 

(269) 783-9260 

Micky.Martin@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Andy Jackson 

(269) 783-9340 

Andy.Jackson@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Roger Rader 

(269) 783-9039 

Roger.Rader@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Elders Representative 

Carl Wesaw 
(269) 240-8092 

Carl.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Executive Secretary 

Kelly Curran 

(269) 591-0604 

Kelly.Curran@pokagonband-nsn.gov 


Elders Council Directory 

Elders Hall (800)859-2717 or (269)782-0765 


Chair 

Stanley Morseau 
(269) 462-5797 

Vice Chair 

Maxine Margiotta 
(269)783-6102 

Secretary 

Audrey Huston 
(269) 591-4519 


Treasurer 

Clarence White 

(269) 876-1118 

Member at Large 

Cathy Ford 


Senior Youth Council Directory 


Chairman 

Collin Church 

Collin.Church@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Treasurer 

Alex Wesaw 

Alex.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Secretary 

Cassondra Church 

Cassondra.Church@pokagonband-nsn.gov 


Member at large 

Michael Gamache 

Michael.Camache@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Skyler Daisy 

Skyler.Daisy@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Nicole Holloway 

Interim Youth Culture Coordinator 

(269) 462-4325 


Junior and Senior Youth Council Members Wanted 

Both Senior and Junior Youth Councils are open to any Pokagon youngster. 
Anyone can join, and eventually run for the executive board. Besides the 
age divisions, there are differences between the two groups. The Junior 
Youth Council provides a voice for native youth between the ages of 1 2 
and 18. The Council promotes the development of future tribal leaders 
through educational attainment and Potawatomi language, culture, pride, 
and identity. The Junior Youth Council also coordinates community service 
projects and provides opportunities for native youth to interact for fun 
and friendship. 


The Senior Youth Council provides a voice for Pokagon citizens between 
the ages of 1 8 and 24. The Senior Youth Council also coordinates 
community service projects and provides opportunities for Pokagon young 
adults to interact for fun and friendship. The Council mobilizes members 
toward positive goals, promotes the development of future tribal leaders and 
educates native youth about tribal government. 
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Erin and Douglas Burggraf would like to 
introduce their son, Louis Jeffrey Burggraf. 
He was born on January 21 , weighing 7 lbs. 2 
oz. and is 1 9 14 inches long. Big sister Claire 
is doing a wonderful job with him! 


Happy 1 st Birthday, Aubrey 
Milliken 

Love, Grandma Shannon, 
Great Grandma Georgia and 
Aunt Summer 








Konnie Birks and her newly 
born granddaughter Aiyana 
Birks. Welcome to the world! 


Love, Monica and Henry 
Grubb 



the world little 

Aaliyah Layla 
Birks! 

From Big Daddy 
and Monika 
Grubb 



Happy Belated 80th Birthday 
to the best Grandma (Nancy 
Ketchum) there is. Thanks 
for everything that you have 
done for me throughout 
my life and for always being 
there for me!!! We love you 
with all of our Heart!!! 

Love, 

Jessie, Darrell, Ethan, Emily, 
and Darrell III (Bubba) 



Let’s Play Hoops 


Hartford 3-on-3 Tournament 

TBA 

Spring Basketball League | April 18-May 24 

For youth 12-18 

Play two games per week for five weeks at the Kalamazoo Courthouse 
Athletic Center. 

Native American Basketball Invitational | June 30-July 4 

If you are interested in participating in any of these programs 
or for more information, please contact Dan Stohrer at (269) 
462-4225 or daniel.stohrer@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


STAY CONNECTED 

oo© 


@ 

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Department of Language & Culture 


AFTER $«0l 

p" 



@ 



X COMMUNITY EASTER K 

EGG HUN T 

Hosted by the Junior and Senior Youth Councils 


SATURDAY APRIL 4 

• •••••••••••••••••••# 

1:00 PM-3:00PM I ALL AGI 
LIGHT SNACKS & BEVERAGES I FUN 


* COMMUNITY CENTER ★ 


Contact the Language + Culture Department for 
more information at (269) 782-8998. 


GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 

OO® 

POKACON.COM 


Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Department of Information Technology 

Celebrate Earth Day 

Saturday, April 18 
10:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m. 

Pokagon Band Administration Building 
58620 Sink Road 
Dowagiac, Ml 

Recycle your old electronics. 

Join the Pokagon Band to promote environmental 
responsibility and properly dispose of all unwanted 
computer-related equipment and electronics. 

Items Accepted 


• Computers 

• Laptops 

• Monitors 

• Printers/Scanners 

• VCRs 

Items NOT Accepted 


DVD Players 
MP3 Players 
Gaming Systems 
Cell Phones 
Video Equipment 


Keyboards 

Mice 

Pagers 

Cameras 


Appliances 

Typewriters 


Auto Stereo Systems • Salon Equipment 
Won-Cellular phones • TVs 


For more information, please contact the IT Dept 
at (2G9) 4G2-42G9. 


GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 

OO® 

POKACON.COM 
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Be in the know with 
your DNR. 
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Becky Price is elder of 
the month. 


Page 9 

Rodgers and Cage 
Lakes closed for 
upcoming events. 


Per Capita Savings Plan: Instead of spending it, save it 


Tribal Council is exploring new ways to support and 
nurture the Pokagon community and give citizens more 
opportunities for self-sufficiency. If you were at the Annual 
Meeting, you saw Treasurer Eugene Magnuson's presentation 
on a new Per Capita Savings Plan. Pending approval by the 
voters in a referendum in July’s general election, this plan lets 
adult Pokagon citizens choose to voluntarily defer part or all 
of their per capita payments each month until a set future 
date. 

Like the Pokagon Band’s Minor’s Trust, but for adult 
citizens, like a 40 IK, but more flexible, this Savings Plan 
allows citizens to build a nest egg for a college education, a 
major purchase like a home, or save for retirement. Putting 
part or all of your per capita payment into this Savings Plan 
reduces taxes on your current income, which could impact 
qualification for certain income-eligible service programs. 
Any money put into the Savings Plan grows tax free until you 
choose to withdraw it. 

Money you put into the Savings Plan will be placed in a 
trust with Providence First, the same trustee of the Minor’s 
Trust, and invested according to your choices.You’ll receive 
quarterly statements showing your investment performance. 

The Savings Plan would require an amendment to the 
Pokagon Band’s Gaming Revenue Allocation Plan (RAP), 
adding language that allows citizens the opportunity to defer 
per capita payments into this Savings Plan. The Tribal Council 
proposed amendments to the RAP, but the amendments will 
not be effective unless approved by the voters in a referendum 
during the July 2015 general election. If the amendments are 
approved, the Savings Plan will take effect January 1, 2016. 

This Savings Plan puts options and choices in your hands. 
You choose whether to defer, how much to defer, and how 
long to defer. Even if you don’t plan to defer any of your per 
capita payments now, supporting the referendum to amend 
the RAP for this Savings Plan allows your fellow Pokagon 


citizens that option now, and allows you to have that option 
should you choose later. 

For answers to frequently asked questions about the 
plan, please visit www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/ 
departments/ finance/ capita/ deferred-capita. You can also 
contact Fred Lamble, tribal advisor, at (574) 276-0509 or 
Fred.Lamble@PokagonBand-nsn.gov for more detail. 


How can my savings grow? 


ASSUMPTIONS: 

Annual Contribution: $7,200 per year 
Annual Return: 5% 

Contribute to: Age 65 



NOTE: These are estimates only and are not 
intended to be guarantees of future value. 


Amount contributed into Plan 

Amount of estimated distribution @ 
age 65 

Estimated annual income for 20 years 
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Mno-Bmadsen making plans for D.A. Dodd, Inc. 


Mno-Bmadsen, the Band's non-gaming economic 
development enterprise, announced the acquisition of 
mechanical contractor D.A. Dodd, Inc. on April 7. D.A. 
Dodd, a mechanical contractor, provides services including 
plumbing, heating, cooling, refrigeration, industrial process 
piping installation, design/build and service for commercial, 
industrial and institutional customers, typical services for 
the industry. 

“This acquisition represents an important component of our 
growing Seven Generations building solutions group,” said 
Troy Clay, chief executive officer of Mno-Bmadsen. “D.A. 
Dodd’s mechanical contracting and facilities management 
services, as well as their offices throughout the region, add 
a valuable dimension to Seven Generations’ operation that 
includes architecture, engineering, and construction.” 

D.A. Dodd has worked on the Four Winds Casinos 
projects numerous times. They will continue to do so as 
work arises, as well as be involved with the development of 
the South Bend property, according to Mno Business Analyst 
Mike Kasper. 


The company has a consistently strong revenue stream; even 
through the recession, they turned a profit. Now, their profits 
will be Mno’s, and in turn, the Band's. 

The consistent revenue was only part of their allure. They 
have a good name in the area and able managers, David A. 
Dodd, chief executive officer, and Mark McKnight, president, 
who are staying onboard. 

“When Mno looks to acquire a company, we look for 
a strong management team that will stay in place post 
acquisition,” Kasper said. 

He sees this consistency in leadership as a way to continue 
the good work of the company. 

D.A. Dodd uses union labor, so citizens who receive union 
training and join can seek work at the company. 

This new business also further invests us in the community as 
we partner with local businesses and provide jobs. 

Kasper says the addition of D.A. Dodd is a big step forward 
for Mno and the Band. 
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Easter Egg Hunt brings Pokagon families together. 




One of the written purposes of the youth councils is “Providing opportunities for 
Pokagon Band and Native youth to interact for fun and fellowship,” and this event 
fulfilled that purpose beyond their expectations. 


Language students attending the monthly workshop saw the Community Center 
transform from a classroom to a community celebration, and they stayed to join in 
the fun. Many community members also came early to help set up. 


More than 300 people attended, participating in the hunts, face painting, raffles, 
and more. 


Youth Cultural Coordinator Becky Williams was impressed with the support she 
felt for the youth councils and the event. 


The hunts were divided into age groups, and the favorites of the spectators were Be watching for updates on the youth councils’ next big event, the All Tribes 

the youngest age group and the elders. The Youth councils thanked the elders for Lacrosse Tournament, happening in May. 
participating with Four Winds Casino gift cards and quilts. 

Prizes from the raffles and giveaways were all items families could enjoy together, 
such as board games, family-friendly DVDs, and restaurant gift cards. 


Education Department organizes indigenous education conference. 



Presenter Emily Proctor, an educator at Michigan 
State University Extension, spoke about the 4-H 
Citizenship and Tribal Citizenship Academies 
and how to replicate the program within 
other communities. 



Presenter Vaughn EagleBear, an entertainer from 
the Rosebud Sioux Tribe, taught ways to improve 
social skills, break from comfort zones, and work 
with others. 



Pokagon Band elders received free Kindles and 
learned how to use them at the Elders Kindle 
Workshop, a breakout session of MTED. 


Pokegnek Yajdanawa 


Pokegnek Yajdanawa is the monthly voice of Pokegnek 
Bodewadmik, the Pokagon Band of the Potawatomi. 

Citizens are encouraged to submit original letters, stories, 
pictures, poetry and announcements for publication in 
Pokegnek Yajdanawa. Submissions are subject to the established 
guidelines. 


The deadline for citizen submissions for the newsletter is always 
the fourteenth of each month. Please send items for publication to: 

Pokegnek Yajdanawa 
Box 180 

Dowagiac, MI 49047 

Pokagon.Newsletter@PokagonBand-nsn.gov 
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Annual citizens meeting held at Lake Michigan College 



Citizens filled their bags with gifts and information from the departments attendance. If you haven’t seen the 2014 Annual Accomplishment Report, view it 

represented at the 2015 annual meeting. Four Winds Casinos, Mno-Bmadsen, on our website at www.pokagon.com/annual-accomplishment-report 

and government departments presented 2014 accomplishments to those in 



Your love shelters our children. 

Pokagon Band families foster. 


Neshnabe teachings say that caring for the children is 
everyone’s responsibility Traditionally, extended family and clan 
family members would take responsibility for their children if 
parents couldn’t. 

Today many Pokagon children need your help. Becoming a 
tribal foster parent isn’t difficult. Besides getting a background 
check and a license, all you need is patience, caring and 
commitment. Licensing classes are free; many counties 
reimburse for child care while you take classes. 


“I would suggest anybody give it a try, the process is nothing 
like what you might imagine,” says one foster parent. “The need 
was greater than what you’d expect.” 

For this parent, one of the best parts of fostering has been 
seeing how happy the children are. “It opens your eyes and 
helps you become more involved in your own culture, and how 
important it is for the whole community to be a family.” 

To learn more about fostering Pokagon children, please 
contact the Department of Social Services at (269) 462-4216. 
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Dowagiac Middle School receives grant after Bent Tree's nomination 




Bent Tree Market nominated Dowagiac Middle School for the 2014 
Educational Alliance Math & Science Grant from ExxonMobil, and 
the school succeeded in winning a total of $500. 

Each year, ExxonMobil awards $500 grants to 4000 schools. 

The marketing director at J & H Family Stores, the entity that assists 
Bent Tree as an ExxonMobil carrier, Abby Hoppen, oversaw the 
nomination. Hoppen was impressed by the opportunities at the 
middle school and thought they’d be a great fit for the grant, 
she says. 

The award is meant to be used to promote math and science 
among young children. The middle school will be using the funds 


to purchase magazines with math related content for the math 
classrooms. According to Principal Matt Severin, the department 
chairs presented him with this idea. 

“We’re always looking for that nonfiction piece,” Severin says, 
excited to provide the students with reading material about math. 

“It was just a very nice surprise to have a community who 
supports our schools and our kids.” 

The Bent Tree Market is owned by the Pokagon Band's economic 
development entity, Mno-Bmadsen, and operates an ExxonMobil 
gas station. 


Children’s Mental Health Awareness Day is May 7 


Pokagon Band Project LAUNCH is joining more than 1,100 communities 
across the country to mark National Children’s Mental Health Awareness Day, 
highlighting the importance of positive mental health from birth. 

For the past three years, Pokagon Band Project LAUNCH has offered young 
children, youth, and young adults with mental health and substance use challenges 
in the Pokagon community the services and support they need to meet their 
goals at home, at school, and in the community. Research has shown that young 
adults (ages 18-25) taking part in community-based treatment programs achieve 
positive outcomes in behavioral and emotional health, daily life skills, employment, 
enrollment in school, and reduced homelessness. 

“Awareness Day is an opportunity for us to join with more than a thousand 
communities across the country in celebrating the positive impact that we can have 
on the lives of children, youth and young adults when we are able to integrate 
positive mental health into every environment,” saidJT Laraway, young child 
wellness coordinator. “When we focus on building resilience and social-emotional 
skills in young children from birth, we can help young children, youth, and their 
families thrive.” 


Pokagon to serve on Michigan Council 

Gov. Rick Snyder recently appointed Michael Kasper to 
the Michigan Council on Arts and Cultural Affairs. Kasper 
is a business analyst with Mno-Bmadsen, the Pokagon 
Band's economic development organization. 

The 15-member council, housed in the Michigan 
Economic Development Corp., helps create an 
environment of artistic, creative and cultural activity to 
support Michigan’s quality of life and economic vitality. 

Kasper formerly served as a private wealth management 
intern for UBS Financial Services. Kasper was named a 
Native American 40 Under 40 in 2012 from the National Center for American 
Indian Enterprise, served as president of the Dartmouth Boxing Club, and is 
currently a board member of the Pokagon Constitutional Review Board. Kasper 
earned a bachelor’s degree in economics from Dartmouth College. 

“Michigan has a rich artistic history and I am confident these appointees will do 
great work to continue supporting our state’s diverse and vibrant cultural activities,” 
Snyder said. 


Mishkowze I Be strong. Do well. 


Join the staff at Pokagon Health Services 
to better understand your health, take 
steps to improve your wellness, and 
support others in their efforts. We’ll 
meet at 5 p.m. on the second Thursday 

May 14 

American Stroke Awareness 
Sports Fitness 

National Blood Pressure Awareness 
Women’s Health Care Month 


of each month at the Pokagon Health 
Center to hear from experts on health 
topics of the month, to share a meal and 
to give prizes. 

June 11 

Men’s Health Awareness 
National Cancer Survivors 


Kee-Boon-Mein-Kaa committee looking for remembrances and memorabilia for 30th pow wow celebration 

The KMBK PowWow Committee is asking for historical information for the To participate or for more information, contact Marchell Wesaw at (269) 462-4204 

2015 PowWow. Let us know if: or at marchell.wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov. by July 2. 

• You ever served on the KBMK PowWow Committee. If so, when and in 
what capacity; 

• If you have photos from past KBMK pow wows, especially those from St. Pat's 
Park; and 

• If you have memorabilia (programs, flyers, t-shirts) you would like to share. 







May 201 5 * r Pokegnek Yajdanawa 


5 


Support Group for domestic violence survivors to begin in May 


Domestic violence was once seen as a private matter, a family 
issue, and something that victims should be ashamed of We 
now know that domestic violence doesn’t just impact the 
victim, but rather family, friends, and others around both the 
abuser and the victim. This is an issue that affects the whole 
community, not just an individual. As a community, we strive 
to support victims and hold abusers accountable for their 
actions. 

In order to create a safe space for survivors to come together 
and share their experiences, the Domestic Violence Program 
will begin offering a drop-in support group for women in the community who 
have experienced or are currently experiencing domestic violence. The group will 



meet bi-weekly for the month of May starting on May 4, 2015, 
then weekly starting Monday, June 1, 2015, at 6:00 p.m. at 
the Department of Social Services. Locations and times may 
change, depending on the needs of the group. This support 
group is meant to be a safe space, so we ask that all participants 
do not share any information about participants with others. 

If you are interested in attending or have any questions 
please contact Casey Kasper at (269) 462-4324 or casey. 
kasper@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


Department of Natural Resources News 

Searching for survivor Black Ash 

As the flowers begin to bloom and the leaves begin to unfurl from their buds, keep 
in mind your natural resources. The Pokagon Department of Natural Resources is 
seeking information regarding any surviving black ash trees. The DNR would like 
to treat any surviving black ash trees that have not been treated yet and would like 
to know of each tree’s location in order to be able to collect seeds for the future. 
The DNR is currently geographically marking and placing tags on all previously 
treated black ash tree, but would like to treat additional new trees this year if 
possible. Please call the Pokagon Department of Natural Resources at (269) 782- 
9602 if you know of any surviving black ash that could be treated, monitored, and/ 
or provide seeds for the next generation. 

What’s that? A trap? 

The Department of Natural Resources will begin placing bright green funnel 
traps out on tribal lands in an effort to determine the density of emerald ash borers 
on multiple tribal lands. This will be the first year of a multiple year survey. If you 
find a green trap, please leave the trap where it is. If the trap has come off of the 
stand or if the white cup is missing on the bottom give your DNR office a call, 
(269) 782-9602. 

Looking for signs of Beech Bark disease 

The Department of Natural Resources is currently watching for any signs of 
Beech Bark disease on tribal lands. Beech Bark disease is a combination of effects 
from a tiny insect which is followed by a fungus. The tiny insect is called a scale. 
The immature scale will float on the breezes and can also be spread by moving 
firewood. Once the immature scale reaches a American beech tree it will attach 
to the tree by a feeding tube, lose its legs and begin to grow. The time until death 
of a tree can take up to 19 years. American Beech trees with Beech Bark disease 
will have small scale insects on them that secrete a white waxy substance, making 
the tree look fuzzy. A fungus can easily colonize the tree after the scales have been 
feeding on them and cause further damage to the tree. More information can 
be found at the US Forest Service’s website, http://na.fs.fed.us/fhp/bbd. Please 
contact the DNR if you suspect that a beech tree on tribal lands may be infected 
with this forest pest. 

DNR volunteer opportunity 

Do you like to be outdoors? Would you like to help volunteer with the 
turtle project or bird surveys? The DNR has multiple project opportunities for 
individuals that are interested in helping out and many of these projects will occur 
on a yearly basis. Give the DNR a call today, get your name placed on a volunteer 
list, and we will contact you as soon as projects start: (269) 782-9602. 


DNR recycling collection 


The Department of Natural Resources will be accepting the following items at 
its office for recycling and proper disposal between April 1 and May 15: 


From Your Home 

From Your 

Garage 

From Your 
Garden 

From Your 
Workshop 

Miscellaneous 

Aerosols 

2-Cycle gas mixes 

Algaecides 

Adhesives & 
Cements 

Disposable 
propane cylinders 
(less than 20# 
tanks) 

Ammonia 

Antifreeze 

Ant & roach 
powder 

Alcohols 

Dry cleaning 
solvent 

Batteries 
all types 

Brake fluid 

Bug sprays 

Artists' paints 

Hobby chemistry 
sets 

Carpet cleaners 

Car wax 

Fertilizers 

Creosote 

Hottub chemicals 

CFL&LED bulbs 

Degreasers 

Fly strips 

Cutting oil 

Lighter fluid 

Chlorine bleach 

Diesel fuel 

Fungicides 

Mineral spirits 

Mercury 

Drain cleaners 

Engine cleaners 

Carden dusts & 
sprays 

Model paints 

Photographic 

chemicals 

Dyes 

Fiberglass epoxy 

Insecticides 

Muriatic acid 

Swimming pool 
chlorine 

Floor care & floor 
wax products 

Cas/diesel 

additives 

Rat & rodent 
poison 

Naptha 

Thermostats 

Furniture polish 

Gasoline 

Round Up 

Oil-based paints 

Thermometers 

Insect sprays 

Kerosene 

Weed killers 

Paint brush 
cleaner 

White gas 

Lamp oils 

Metal polishes 

Misc. chemicals 

Polyurethane 

coatings 


Moth balls & 
flakes 

Radiatorflushes 


Rust remover 


Oven cleaners 

Rubbing 

compounds 


Strippers 


Scouring powders 

Starting fluid 


Sulfuric acid 


Smoke detectors 

Transmission fluid 


Thinners 


Spot & stain 
removers 



Varnishes 


Spray dust 
cleaners 



Wood 

preservatives 


Upholstery 

cleaners 



Wood stain 
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Got Medicaid? Then take advantage of its transportation 

In 2008 the federal government mandated that every state would provide free 
transportation services for Medicaid eligible recipients. So if you have active 
Medicaid, you automatically become eligible for transportation services through 
your Medicaid Managed Care Plan (HMO) . If you have a straight Medicaid plan, 
you are eligible for transportation through your local Department of Human 
Services (DHS) office. 

If you have a Medicaid HMO Plan, call the non- emergency transportation 
scheduler toll free phone number on your Medicaid HMO card. If you have 
straight Medicaid you can contact your Medicaid caseworker directly to assist in 
scheduling Medicaid transportation to your medical appointments. 

Your Medicaid transportation services can take you to and from most of 
your medical appointments (except for emergencies). Some plans offer 
transportation to dental appointments. You can get transportation to and from 
Pokagon Health Services and medical appointments referred out by your PHS 
Primary Care Physician. 

Below is a list of medical services that Medicaid transportation offers: 

• Inpatient and outpatient hospital services (including surgeries) 

• Doctors appointments 

• Laboratory appointments 

• X-ray appointments 

• Pharmacy for prescription refills 

• Vision and eyeglasses exams 

• Specialists (OB /gynecologists, podiatrist, dieticians, etc.) appointments 


May is Stroke Awareness Month 

A stroke is an interruption of the blood supply to any part of the brain. A stroke is 
sometimes called a brain attack because a blood vessel in the brain is either blocked 
or bursts open. 

Ischemic stroke: Ischemic stroke occurs when a blood vessel that supplies blood 
to the brain is blocked by a blood clot. This may happen in two ways: 

• A clot may form in an artery that is already very narrow. This is called a 
thrombus. If it completely blocks the artery, it is called a thrombotic stroke. 

• A clot may break off from another place in the blood vessels of the brain, or 
some other part of the body, and travel up to the brain to block a smaller 
artery. This is called an embolism. It causes an embolic stroke. 

Hemorrhagic stroke: Hemorrhagic stroke occurs when a blood vessel in part 
of the brain becomes weak and bursts open, causing blood to leak into the brain. 
Some people have defects in the blood vessels of the brain that make this more 
likely. The flow of blood that occurs after the blood vessel ruptures damages brain 
cells. 

Risk factors for a stroke: 

• High blood pressure 

• Atrial fibrillation 

• Family history 

• Heart disease 

• High cholesterol 

• Increasing age 

• Alcohol use 

• Bleeding disorders 

• Cocaine use 

• Head injury 

Signs and symptoms: 

• Change in alertness (including sleepiness, unconsciousness, and coma) 

• Changes in hearing 

• Changes in taste 

• Clumsiness 

• Confusion or loss of memory 

• Difficulty swallowing 

• Difficulty writing or reading 

• Dizziness or abnormal sensation of movement (vertigo) 

• Lack of control over the bladder or bowels 

• Loss of balance 


benefit 

• Chiropractic appointments 

• Maternity care: prenatal visits and labor/ delivery 

• Family planning appointments 

• Mammograms/pap and pelvic exams 

• Medical supply companies 

• Physical/ occupational and speech therapy 

• Behavioral health counseling 

• Dental appointments for adults with Healthy Plan of Michigan & Children 
with Medicaid Delta Dental 

You will be able to set up your own ride by calling your HMO plan directly, 
specific to your schedule. PHS transportation services is a service of last resort. So 
if you have an HMO Medicaid transportation plan, we ask that you please use this 
alternate resource first. Medicaid transportation is a service obligated to meet your 
transportation needs covered by your HMO Medicaid plan. 

To find out more about Medicaid and Medicaid transportation services, you 
can also contact your local Department of Human Services. If you live in Indiana, 
the contact information for your Medicaid is through Family and Social Services 
Administration at (800) 403-0864. If you live in Michigan you can find your local 
Department of Human Services office by calling (888) 642-7434. 

If you are in need of assistance with addressing your Medicaid needs or 
transportation, please contact Carlos Aguayo, Pokagon healthcare navigator, (269) 
462-4418 or Melody Pillow, Pokagon medical social worker (269) 462-4441. 


• Loss of coordination 

• Muscle weakness in the face, arm, 
or leg (usually just on one side) 

• Numbness or tingling on one side 
of the body 

• Personality, mood, or emotional 
changes 

• Problems with eyesight, including 
decreased vision, double vision, or 
total loss of vision 

• Sensation changes that affect touch 
and the ability to feel pain, pressure, 
different temperatures, or other stimuli 

• Trouble speaking or understanding others who are speaking 

• Trouble walking 

Treatment: 

A stroke is a medical emergency. 

Clot-busting drugs (thrombolytic therapy) may be used if the stroke is caused by 

a blood clot. Such medicine breaks up blood clots and helps restore blood flow to 

the damaged area. However, not everyone can receive this type of medicine. 

• For these drugs to work, a person must be seen and treatment must begin 
within 3 hours of when the symptoms first started. A CT scan must be done 
to see whether the stroke is from a clot or from bleeding. 

• If the stroke is caused by bleeding rather than clotting, clot-busting drugs 
(thrombolytics) can cause more bleeding. 

Other treatments depend on the cause of the stroke: 

• Blood thinners such as heparin or warfarin (Coumadin) may be used to treat 
strokes due to blood clots. Aspirin or clopidogrel (Plavix) may also be used. 

• Other medications may be needed to control other symptoms, including 
high blood pressure. Painkillers may be given to control severe headache. 

• In some situations, a special stroke team and skilled radiologists may be able 
to use angiography to highlight the clogged blood vessel and open it up. 

• For hemorrhagic stroke, surgery is often required to remove blood from 
around the brain and to repair damaged blood vessels. 

• Surgery on the carotid artery may be needed. 


MAY IS NATIONAL 

STROKE 

AWARENESS MONTH 

STOP Stroke * Act FAST.* Spread HOPE 
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May is National Blood Pressure Awareness Month 


One out of every ten Americans has 
high blood pressure. Many of those 
with high blood pressure don’t even 
know they have it. Most of the time 
there are not any signs or symptoms. 
Heart attack and stroke are often the 
first indication of a problem. 

Monitoring your blood pressure 
is key to detecting an issue. Pokagon 
Health Services offers free blood 
pressure checks at the Elders Hall on 
most business meeting days, which is 
every third Thursday of the month 
(staff permitting). Also you can check 


your blood pressure at local 
pharmacies, with an at home 
monitor, and at the PHS 
clinic. Blood pressure is 
considered high if the top 
number is over 140 or the 
bottom number is over 90. 

Normal is considered 120/80 
but experts say that the lower, the better. 

Don’t be alarmed if you have one 
abnormal blood pressure reading. This 
just means we need to evaluate you for 
possible hypertension. This does not 
mean you have hypertension, but does 


merit a proper examination 
to rule it out. Blood pressure 
readings can vary 10—20 
points within a few minutes, 
and the best way to diagnose 
blood pressure is the average 
of repeated blood pressure 
readings. 

Blood pressure can be managed with 
diet, exercise, low sodium intake, and 
medications. If your blood pressure goes 
untreated, you are putting excess strain 
on your heart. This can lead to serious 
health issues such as heart disease, stroke, 



congestive heart failure, kidney disease, 
and heart attack. About ninety percent 
of adults ages 45-64 will develop high 
blood pressure during the remainder of 
their life. 

If you have any questions, please 
contact the PHS clinic at (269) 782- 
4141 or (888) 440-1234.We have 
four nurses, a nurse practitioner and 
a medical doctor available for any 
questions you may have. 


Becky Price is elder of the month 

Becky Price is one of seven siblings; Lynn, Jackie, 
Diane, Joan, Rosemary and Georgia. She is the mother 
of three wonderful sons, Corey, Jared, and Josh and two 
daughter-in-laws, Erin and Nicole. Becky is blessed 
with 5 grandchildren, Micah, Nadia, Makenna, Zaya, and 
Cannon. Becky’s mother, Georgia (Topash) Davidson 
was an active member of the Elders Program before her 
demise from diabetes complications. 

This enhanced Becky’s compassion for diabetes 
awareness within our Pokagon Community. She was 
asked in 2013 to present at the National Indian Health 
Board in Washington DC, Capitol Hill, to support and 
advocate for renewal funding for the Special Diabetes Program for Indians. 
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DEPARTMENT OF LANGUAGE & CULTURE + 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

ONGOING ORAL HISTORY PROJECT 

WHO: Elders ages 60+ 

WHAT: Oral History Interviews 

WHERE: Elders Hall, or location of elder’s choice 

WHEN: Every Monday afternoon. Appointments 
may be accommodated 


The Pokagon Potawatomi Tribal Historic Preservation Office, with guidance from 
the Elders Committee, will be starting an ongoing project to record the stories of 
our elders. These stories will be stored in the Pokagon Potawatomi Archives so that 
the future generations will always know the history of their grandparents. Interview 
topics will be picked by the elders and in the setting of their choice. 


If you are interested in making an appointment, or have any questions, 
please call Marcus Winchester at (269) 462-4224 


GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 
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POKACON.COM 


In July Becky celebrates her 18th anniversary as community health nurse for the 
Pokagon Health Services, and will be retiring to pursue other ventures, staying 
close to the Pokagon Community she loves. Becky has devoted her 62 years of life 
in helping and caring for others. Becky states it has been the best time in her life 
working for our community and watching the Pokagon Health Services (PHS) 
grow and develop. She is appreciative and honored to have been a small part in this 
development of one of the finest holistic health programs established. Becky stated 
we are a healthier community and are blessed to call PHS our medical home. 

We wish Becky well and hope to continue to see her familiar face among our 
community family. 


Pokegnek Bodewadmik 

POKAGON BAND OF POTAWATOMI 

Join Pokagon Health Services, Deparment of Natural Resources, 
the Department of Education and Language & Culture 

Family Fishing Tournament 

Saturday, May 16, 2015 
Check-in begins at 9:30 a.m. 

Gage St. Lake 

Fish Tales 

Registration is required. Onsite registration is available. 

You must wear a life jacket! No exceptions. Limited number of 
personal flotation devices available for those who can’t provide 
their own. 

Limited number of canoes (reserve one by pre-registering). 

You may use your own boat but the gas tank must be removed. 
Please note, the launch is very rustic. Limit to 14-foot boats. 

Fishing poles and bait available. 

RSVP online at Family-Fishing-Tournament.eventbrite.com 

Check out the Bass Masters truck and boat 

For more information, contact Rebecca Williams, youth cultural 
coordinator, at Rebecca.Williams@PokagonBand-nsn.gov or call 
Language & Culture at (269) 782-8998. 

Prizes • Fun Family Event • Food 
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May is Women’s Health Care month 

Women should be aware of many health topics to keep themselves healthy over a conditions are affected by the hormone estrogen, which at ideal levels builds strong 

life time. Some of these you may know about, and others you may not be aware of, bones, protects against heart disease and makes your immune system strong, 

but this list will help women keep track of their health care needs. Many of these 


Heart Disease 

For women the signs of a heart attack 
or heart disease are not always as easy to 
pinpoint. . Back pain for no reason or 
a bout of nausea or shortness of breath 
can be signs of heart issues in a women. 
In the U.S., heart disease claims more 
victims than any other cause of death, 
accounting for 25 percent of deaths 
in women each year. Women need to 
be especially careful because they are 
less likely than men to experience the 
signature crushing chest pain, making 
them less likely to rush to the hospital 
after the onset of symptoms. By the 
time most women reach the emergency 
room, the damage is severe. Two-thirds of 
women fail to make a full recovery after 
a heart attack, making heart disease the 
leading cause of disability in women. 

Reduce your risk of heart disease by 
leading a healthy lifestyle. Obesity, high 
blood pressure and high cholesterol 
all contribute to heart disease. Other 
risk factors: smoking, stress, depression, 
obesity and low estrogen levels affect 
women far more than men. To avoid this 
silent killer, eat a healthy diet, exercise 
at least thirty minutes most days of 
the week and stop smoking and avoid 
secondhand smoke. 

Osteoporosis 

You won’t feel it at first, but eventually 
you’ll start to notice the effects: stooped 
posture, back pain or perhaps lost height. 
Osteoporosis is a disease in which bones 
become so weak and brittle that falls or 
even bending over can cause a fracture. 
Of the ten million Americans suffering 
from this disease, 80 percent are women. 

You reach peak bone strength in 
your twenties, but with age, your bones 
slowly weaken. If your bone density falls 
too low, you are at risk for osteoporosis. 
The best way to fight osteoporosis is to 
build up strong bones, which you can 
do best before age thirty. Eat a calcium 
and vitamin-D-rich diet and engage 
in weight-bearing exercise like walking, 
running or weight lifting. Avoid heavy 
drinking, smoking and medications like 
prednisone, all of which make it more 
difficult for your body to increase bone 
strength. 

Gynecologic Cancers 

Gynecologic cancer starts in a 
woman’s reproductive organs, and the 
five main types of gynecologic cancers 
cervical, ovarian, uterine, vaginal, vulvar. 
Some forms of gynecologic cancer are 
more likely to develop if you get certain 
forms of the human papillomavirus 


(HPV), a sexually transmitted infection; 
for instance, nearly all cases of cervical 
cancer are caused by HPV. 

Lower your risk of cervical, vaginal 
and vulvar cancers by getting the HPV 
vaccine, which is most effective when 
administered to girls at age 11 or 12. 
Unfortunately, cervical cancer is the 
only form of gynecologic cancer that 
can be caught through screenings, so it’s 
important to pay attention to your body 
and take action if you notice something 
out of the ordinary. Be especially 
attentive if you are over thirty years 
old, as age increases your risk of cancer. 
Regular pelvic exams and pap smears 
can catch cancer early. Talk with your 
doctor, who can tell you how often to 
get these tests. 

Breast Cancer 

You may feel a lump in your breast, 
or perhaps there’s a change in the look 
or feel of your breast, or fluid coming 
from your nipple. One in eight women 
develop breast cancer at some point in 
their life. In breast cancer, a handful of 
abnormal cells start growing wildly out 
of control. Breast cancer can either start 
in the milk-producing regions of the 
breast or in the tubes that bring milk 
from the breast to the nipple. Sometimes 
the cancer cells stay in the region where 
they first developed and the cancer is 
called noninvasive; other times, breast 
cancer becomes invasive, or metastic, 
moving to other parts of the breast or 
body. 

Know your risk factors so you can 
work with your doctor on proper 
screening and monitoring. Women over 
fifty are at high risk. Additionally, breast 
cancer is partly genetic; you have a 
higher chance of developing the disease 
if you have a family member with breast 
cancer or if you have mutations in the 
genes. Estrogen plays a role, so women 
who do not have children before age 
30; who started their periods before age 
12; or went through menopause after 55 
are at increased risk. Eat healthfully and 
exercise to avoid becoming overweight. 
Limit alcohol. If you are between the age 
of 50 and 74, get a mammogram at least 
every other year, and remember: cancer 
caught early is easier to treat. 

Rheumatoid Arthritis, Lupus, and 
Multiple Sclerosis 

As a group, autoimmune diseases are 
three times as common in women than 
they are in men. Most scientists believe 
estrogen to be the culprit for the gender 
bias. Estrogen encourages the immune 
system, which is great when you’re 
trying to fight off a cold. However, 


when the immune system goes haywire, 
estrogen adds fuel to the flame by 
spurring on the destructive activity. 

Rheumatoid arthritis tends to strike 
between ages 40 and 60, but you can 
lower your risk if you avoid smoking. 
Lupus tends to start between the ages 
of 15 and 45 and is more likely to affect 
people of African, Asian, Latino or 
Native American descent.Your chances 
of getting MS are increased if you are 
between the ages of 20 and 40, are 
Caucasian, or have a family member with 
the disease. While there is no known way 
to prevent these diseases, medications 
can help manage symptoms. 

Thyroid Disorders 

Nestled at the base of your neck, your 
thyroid gland keeps your metabolism 
in balance by releasing hormones that 
control the rate at which your body 
burns energy. Some thyroid disorders, 
like Graves’ disease, cause your thyroid to 
pump out too much thyroid hormone. 

These disorders, termed 
“hyperthyroidism,” speed up your 
metabolism. Other thyroid disorders, 
like Hashimoto’s thyroiditis, cause 
hypothyroidism they lower your levels 
of thyroid hormone and thus slow your 
metabolism. 

Get tested regularly if a family member 
has a thyroid disorder or if you are over 
age 60. There are many treatment options 
for thyroid disorders, and screening can 
catch the disease in its tracks. 

Endometriosis 

The telltale sign is pelvic pain: 
menstrual cramps that are worse than 
usual, or pain during sex. It might be 
more painful to go to the bathroom 
during your period, or you might have 
bleeding between periods. However, 
some women experience no symptoms 
and discover they have endometriosis 
only when it is diagnosed as the cause of 
their infertility. More than five million 
Americans suffer from endometriosis, a 
problem unique to women. 

You have a higher risk of developing 
endometriosis if your periods last more 
than seven days; if your cycle is 27 days 
or less; if you have never had children; 
or if one of your family members has 
the disease. Endometriosis is not well 
understood, so there are no clear ways to 
prevent the disease. However, there are 
many treatments, like hormonal birth 
control, that can alleviate symptoms. 

Migraines 

About three out of four people 
with migraine problems are women. 

The problem might lie with changes 


in estrogen levels. More than half of 
women with migraines note that their 
migraines are linked to their menstrual 
cycles. Migraines tend to strike right 
before your period, when estrogen levels 
are at their monthly low. High estrogen 
levels may protect against headaches, 
while low estrogen levels worsen them. 
That explains why pregnancy when 
estrogen levels are high tends to improve 
migraines, while perimenopause (the 
years leading up to menopause, when 
estrogen levels fluctuate) tends to make 
them worse and more frequent. 

Some foods are triggers for migraines. 
Watch out for alcohol, caffeine and 
processed foods, and try not to skip 
meals. Stress, certain medications, and 
changes in sleep patterns can also play 
a role. Drugs that include hormones, 
such as birth control pills or hormone 
replacement therapy, can make migraines 
worse, though some women experience 
an improvement. 

Depression 

One in eight women, twice the number 
of men develop depression at some point 
in their life. This may be due in part to 
changes in sex hormones like estrogen. 
Certain life events, like puberty, pregnancy 
and PMS, cause major changes in 
estrogen levels, which might disrupt the 
brain chemicals that regulate mood. 

The people most resistant to 
depression are those with good self- 
esteem and strong friendships. A strong 
social support network can help you 
recover from traumatic life events. Take 
steps to control stress, especially between 
ages 25 and 44, when you are most 
susceptible to depression. If you think 
you may be depressed, talk to your 
doctor or a mental health professional. 

Screening tests to help keep you in 
good health are listed below: 

• Regular physicals 

• Vital sign checks 

• Depression screenings 

• Labs: (such as glucose testing, 
cholesterol, and other tests your 
provider recommends) 

• HPV vaccinations in teens 

• STD screenings 

• Pap smear 

• Skin cancer screening 

• Eye exams 

• Mammogram in your 40s 

• Colonoscopy in your 50s 

• Bone mineral density in your 60s 

• Flu vaccine annually 

• Pneumonia vaccine in your 60s 

• Shingles vaccine in your 60s 
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Historical trauma community conversation furthers 
healing 

By JT Laraway, Young Child Wellness Coordinator 

On April 2 the Pokagon Band Department of Social Services and Pokagon Project 
LAUNCH hosted an event facilitating discussions about historical trauma. 

The conversation was hosted by JT Laraway and led by Hunter Genia. Genia is 
on the board of the Saginaw, Swan Creek and Black River Bands of Ojibway. In 
this conversation, Hunter offered an opportunity to learn and share knowledge of 
historical trauma intervention, healing, and experiences. 

Through this conversation, many feelings were conveyed; some shared tears, anger, 
laughter, and acceptance. We learned that all of these feelings and emotions must 
occur to help us on our journey to Mnobmadzewen.The event was an overall 
success and only the beginning of a much deeper community conversation. 

Rodgers and Gage Lakes properties closed for Fishing 
Derby, Culture Camp 

Tribal Council passed a resolution to close all portions of the Band's Gage Street 
property and Rodgers Lake property, including the campground, during the 
upcoming Fishing Derby and Culture Camp. Access to the closed portions of the 
two properties shall be limited to Band staff, volunteers and participants in the 
events. 


Math Boot Camp offered for 1 1 th and 1 2th graders 

Interested in increasing your math 
placement test score on the Compass 
Test? 

The Pokagon Band Department of 
Education is looking for 11th and 12th 
grade students interested in attending 
a Math Boot Camp at Southwestern 
Michigan College. 

Students will attend a six day boot 
camp which will focus on math concepts 
and test taking strategies. This book camp is stress free, student friendly refresher 
math class taught by SMC instructors that will increase your child’s compass 
score and will expose them to a college classroom setting. Students interested in 
attending should contact Polly Mitchell at polly.mitchell@pokagonband-nsn.gov or 
(269) 462-4294. 



Fishing Derby | Gage Lake closed 

The entire day of Saturday, May 1 6 

Culture Camp | Rodgers Lake closed 

8:00 a.m. on June 13 until 8:00 a.m. on June 19 
8:00 a.m. on June 21 until 8:00 a.m. on June 26 

The Language and Culture Department will post notices at appropriate locations 
informing the public and Band citizens of the closure. Please contact the Language 
and Culture for any questions at (269) 782-8998. 



POKEGNEK BODEWADMIK | POKAGON BAND OF POTAWATOMI 
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 




Finding Dawn Film Screening 

Friday, May 29, 201 5 
6:00 pm 

Community Center 

The Department of Social Services is hosting a screening of Finding Dawn 
for community members. Finding Dawn is a 2006 film by Christine Welsh 
(Metis) that highlights the lives of Dawn Crey, Ramona Wilson, and Daleen 
Kay Bosse, three of the estimated 500 women who have gone missing or 
were murdered in Canada in the past 30 years. This is a very serious issue 
that has received relatively little recognition in the media. 

If you have any questions feel free to contact Casey Kasper at (269) 462- 
4324 or casey.kasper@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 



Department of Human Resources 

Carpenter Apprenticeship Program 
Openings Available 

An apprenticeship is a combination of on-the-job learning and 
related classroom instruction in a highly skilled trade. It is a four 
year program with 8,000 hours total of on-the-job training and 39 
credit hours. 

Requirements: 

• Pokagon citizen or spouse of a Pokagon citizen 

• High school diploma or CED 

• 1 8 years of age or older 

In addition, to move through the Selection process, you will need 
to complete an Apprenticeship application, TABE Assessment 
with a minimum score of 9.0 and an online OSHA Hazard 
Recognition Training for the Construction Industry Course with a 
minimum exam score of 70%. 

Enrollment is now OPEN and we are taking applications for the 
next class year starting tentatively in October. 

Find the application and learn howto apply here: < 

www. pokagon band-nsn.gov/busi ness-community/apprenticeship- 
program 

Contact Traci Henslee, workforce training and resource specialist 
at (269) 462-4227 or Jim Dybevik, director of human resources at 
(269)462-4265 if you have any questions regarding 
the Apprenticeship Program. gyankobjegemen 

STAY CONNECTED 
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June celebration will honor Pokagon graduates 

The Pokagon Band Department of Education acknowledges recent GED, high 
school and university graduates at a banquet in June celebrating this valuable and 
treasured moment in life. The banquet will be held on Saturday, June 20 from 12-3 
p.m. at the Community Center in Dowagiac. 

Please keep a look out for the Honoring the Graduates form on the Pokagon 
Education Department webpage, the Facebook page, and notifications on the 
Pokagon Band website. 


2015 Financial Wellness Workshops 


Chi Ishobak is introducing an updated financial education program for Pokagon 
Band citizens, families, and employees. More than just information, this program is 
designed to identify financial behaviors and the cultural relevance associated with 
those behaviors. This workshop will cover six components that address the basic 
aspects of personal financial management and provide participants with the tools 
and processes to take control of their financial health. These areas include: savings, 
communication, budgeting, debt, and credit building. 


Saturday, February 7 
Saturday, May 2 
Saturday, August 1 
Saturday, November 7 


10:00 am — 2:00 pm 
10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
10:00 am — 2:00 pm 


The Community Center 27043 Potawatomi Trail, Dowagiac, MI 49047 

* Lunch will be provided 

* There is no registration fee 

* Please call to confirm attendance 


For more information, please contact Sean Winters at (269) 783-4157 or at sean. 
winters@chiishobak. org. t 


Upcoming Programs with the Department 
of Social Services 

The Department of Social Services is hosting a variety of different programs over 
in April and May. For more details check out the events listed below. There’s sure to 
be something for everyone! We hope to see you there. 

Family Wellness 5K Run/Walk and Informational Open House (May 2, 10 
AM, Rodgers Lake) 

Looking for a fun activity for the whole family? Dust off those running shoes 
and come to the Family Wellness 5K Run/Walk hosted by the Department of 
Social Services! This is a non-competitive, family friendly event. All fitness levels are 
welcome to come. Staff from different programs in Social Services will be available 
to answer any questions you have about services as well. 

Registration is available online at http://pokagonband-nsn.gov/calendar/event/ 
family- wellness-5k. If you need a paper copy of the registration form please contact 
Casey Kasper at (269) 462-4324 or casey.kasper@pokagonband-nsn.gov. Anyone 
who is registered by April 17 will receive a shirt. You are still welcome register up 
until the day of the event; however you will not be guaranteed a shirt. 

If you have any questions feel free to contact Casey Kasper at (269) 462-4324 or 
casey.kasper@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

Finding Dawn Film Screening (May 29, 6 PM, Community Center) 

The Department is hosting a screening of Finding Dawn for community 
members on Friday, May 29, 2015 at 6 PM at the Community Center. Finding 
Dawn is a 2006 film by Christine Welsh (Metis) that highlights the lives of Dawn 
Crey, Ramona Wilson, and Daleen Kay Bosse, three of the estimated 500 women 
who have gone missing or were murdered in Canada in the past 30 years. This is a 
very serious issue that has received little recognition in the media. 

If you have any questions feel free to contact Casey Kasper at (269) 462-4324 or 
casey.kasper@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


Culture Camp registration opens May 1 5 

Please go to the Eventbrite links below to register your child according to his or 
her grade. If you do not have access to the internet, please contact the Language 
and Culture Department at (269) 783.2499 to register your child. 

Grades 6-12th | June 14-18 

Out of Service Area eventbrite.com/ event/ 16578863828/ 

In Service Area eventbrite.com/event/16578785594/ 

Grades 2-5 | June 22-24 

Out of Service Area eventbrite.com/ event/ 165782901 12/ 

In Service Area eventbrite.com/event/16578727420/ 



For more information, please contact Nicole Holloway at 
(269) 462-4325 or nicole.holloway@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Department of Language & Culture 


South Bend Drum Class 

3733 Locust Road 
South Bend, IN 46614 

6:00 pm-8:00 pm 


Dowagiac Drum Class 

Department of Language & Culture 
586853 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

6:00 pm-8:00 pm 


2015 

May 6 


2015 

May 13 June 10 July 8 


CYANKOBJECEMEN 
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H ave you ever wanted your own regalia 
to dance at powwows but didn’t know 
how to make one or don’t have the ability 
financially? Then this is your program! 

We are inviting individuals who want to learn 
basic sewing, beading or other skills to start 
and finish their own unique regalia. 


May 

Sunday, May 3 


Sunday, May 1 7 


All classes are 1 :00 pm to 5:00 pm 
at the Community Center 

27043 Potawatomi Trail 
Dowagiac, Ml 49047 


For more information, contact Nicole Holloway at 
(269) 462-4325 or nicole.holloway@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


OO® 
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Carpenter apprentices latest project: a break room for the maintenance barn 



The Pokagon carpenters apprentices have been at work on another project, this a spot for the grounds, maintenance and facilities crews. All three of the fourth 
time in the maintenance barn by the DNR offices. The crew built the frame work, year students, five of the third year students, and five of the second year students 
added insulation, hung dry wall, worked on the ceiling, installed the electrical participated in this project, 

wiring and put in doors and windows. The expanded break room will serve as 



Purple Shawl Workshop 

Sunday, May 3 

1 :00-5:00 p.m. 

Community Center 

27043 Potawato mi Trail Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

The Domestic Violence Team is hosting a Purple Shawl 
Workshop during Language and Culture’s regalia making class. 

We wear our purple shawls in the arena to honor the memory 
of those we have lost to domestic violence, to show support for 
our community members who may be experiencing violence at 
home, and to celebrate the strength of DV survivors. This year 
we will be honoring those survivors at Oshke-Kno-Kewewen 
during the Saturday session at 2:30 pm. You do not have to be 
a domestic violence survivor to participate. 


You do not have to be an experienced seamstress and all 
supplies are provided. We do askthat you bring a dish to pass 
if possible. 

If you are interested in attending or have more questions, 
please contact Casey Kasper at (269) 462.4324 or 
casey.kasper@pokagonband-nsn.gov 
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Ne'me gizhek SUNDAY 

Ngot gizhek MONDAY 

Nizh gizhek TUESDAY 

Apta gizhek ^ 





3 

L&C Regalia 101 Class 

SS Purple Shawl Workshop 

4 

Body Pump 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Booty Boot Camp 

Fit Kids 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

L&C Gun Lake Adult Language Class 

5 

Lean Lunch 

Fit Kids 

L&C Youth After School Program 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

Body Pump 

Fit Kids 

Zumba 

L&C Hartford Lang 
L&C Gun LakeYoutl 

10 

Body Pump 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Booty Boot Camp 

Fit Kids 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

L&C Gun Lake Adult Language Class 

12 

Lean Lunch 

Fit Kids 

L&C Youth After School Program 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

Body Pump 

Fit Kids 

Zumba 

L&C Hartford Lang 
L&C Gun LakeYoutl 

17 

L&C Regalia 1 0 1 Class 

18 

Body Pump 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Booty Boot Camp 

Fit Kids 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

L&C Gun Lake Adult Language Class 

19 

Lean Lunch 

Fit Kids 

L&C Youth After School Program 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

Body Pump 

PHS Healthy Lunch 
Fit Kids 

Zumba 

L&C Hartford Lang 
L&C Gun LakeYoutl 

24 

Oshke-Kno-Kewewen PowWow 

31 

25 

Tribal Government offices closed in 
observance of Memorial Day 

Lean Lunch ^ 

Fit Kids 

L&C Youth After School Program 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

Body Pump 

Fit Kids 

Zumba 

L&C Hartford Lang 
L&C Gun LakeYoutl 
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A/EDNESDAY 

Nyew gizhek THURSDAY 

Nyano gizhek FRIDAY 

Odanke gizhek SATURDAY 



i 

Body Pump 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

2 

SS Family Wellness 5K 

Zumba 

One Story To Honor and Comfort: 
Native Quilting Traditions 

6 

uage Class 
i Language Class 

7 

Lean Lunch 

EDU Elders E-Reader Workshop 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

L&C Potawatomi Language Talking Circle 
Circuit Training 

8 

Body Pump 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

9 

Tribal Council Meeting 

Zumba 

13 

;uage Class 
i Language Class 

14 

EDU Preschool Graduation 

Mishkowze: Stroke, Sports Fitness, 
Blood Pressure & Women's Health 

Lean Lunch 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

One Story From Stereotype to 
Superhero:The History of Native 
Americans in Comic Books 

Circuit Training 

Body Pump 1 5 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

Zumba ^ 

Family Fishing Tournament 

Language Workshop 

20 

presentation 

;uage Class 
i Language Class 

21 

Lean Lunch 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

L&C Potawatomi Language Talking Circle 
Circuit Training 

22 

Body Pump 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

23 

Zumba 

Oshke-Kno-Kewewen PowWow 

27 

;uage Class 
h Language Class 

28 

Lean Lunch 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

L&C Potawatomi Language Talking Circle 
Circuit Training 

29 

Body Pump 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

Finding Dawn film screening 

30 

L&C All Tribes Lacrosse Tournament 

Zumba 


Please visit www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov/calendar or call (800) 5 1 7-0777 for more details on these events. 
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Riddle 

Last month’s riddle winner is Liz Serba who answered, “What goes up the more it 
comes down?” The answer was umbrella, but there were no correct responses. Liz’s 
answer “see-saw” was a really good guess. 

Lake Serva has won a gift card for her riddle being selected. Check it out: 

“What does not live but can die?” 

Mail or e-mail in your correct answer to susan.doyle@pokagonband-nsn.gov and 
you will be entered in a drawing to win a gift card. Another way to win is to mail 
or e-mail your own riddle and the person whose riddle is selected for the next 
newsletter will win a gift card. 



The Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Department of Language and Culture invites you to 

Experience Drummond Island this Summer 


July 29 - August 2, 201 5 

Great Lakes Traditional Arts Gathering 

The deadline, June 1 at 5:00 p.m., is approaching fast. 

Immerse yourself in the rich diversity of traditional arts, crafts, and natural wonders of the Great Lakes region... 
Spend five days working directly with region’s most noted traditional artists, craftspeople, historian and naturalist in 
small group settings with dozens of workshops for both adults and children. If you have met the requirements, the 


event includes transportation, lodging, meals, registratio 

• You must attend ten (10) language classes between 
March 1 - June 1 , 201 5, if you live in the service 
area. Classes are held in Dowagiac, South Bend, 
Hartford, and Hopkins. 

• You must also attend five (5) community events 
sponsored by the Department of Language and 
Culture beforejune 1 , 201 5. Each individual 
person and each family member must meet the 
requirements to qualify. There will be no exceptions 
for this event. Events must be documented, 
endorsed and verified by the Department staff to 
be eligible. 

• Youth must attend Youth Council meetings in 
person or through Skype through May and receive 
their community service hours set by the youth 
cultural coordinator. Please contact Rebecca 
Williams Youth Cultural Coordinator to find out the 
requirements for the youth programs. 


fee, and cost covered up to five classes. 

• The Language and Culture Department will sponsor 
three (3) families (up to 6 family members) outside 
the ten (10) county service area to attend. 

• Eligible Language and Culture events: language 
classes (held in Dowagiac, Hartford, Hopkins and 
South Bend), drum class (held in Dowagiac and 
South Bend), Regalia 101 (four-hour class counts 
as two workshops), sugar bush if you volunteered 
more than 75 hours or joined in the paddle, spoon 
and cedar fan workshops these would count toward 
your workshop count. 

If you have questions, interesting in be sponsored or 
are on target for meeting the requirement please call 
the Department of Language & Culture and talkto 
Nicole Holloway to verify your eligibility. She will then 
mail you a registration packet that must be completed 
and sent backto reserve your spot. Space is limited, so 
don’t delay. 


Questions? Please contact the Department of Language and Culture (269) 462-4325 and 
nicole.holloway@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 
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The Court has approved the publication of this Notice because there is no valid 
address. 

POKAGON BAND OF POTAWATOMI INDIANS 
TRIBAL COURT 
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
CASE NO. 15-3186-PCDCS 
58620 Sink Rd., PO. Box 355, Dowagiac, MI 49047 
Phone (269) 783-0505 Fax (269) 783-0519 

NOTICE OF 

(1) ORDER TO STAY DISTRIBUTIONS OF PER CAPITA 

PAYMENTS; AND 

(2) PETITION/AFFIDAVIT TO WITHHOLD PER CAPITA 
PAYMENTS FOR DELINQUENT CHILD SUPPORT 

To: Austin Scott Antis del 
Respondent’s Name 

1. Notice is hereby given that a Petition / Affidavit to Withhold Per Capita Payments 
for Delinquent Child Support was filed with the Tribal Court on April 6, 2015t. 

2. Tribal law mandates that all, or an appropriate portion of per capita payments 
due to an enrolled member of the Pokagon Band who is eligible for the per 
capita distributions, shall be directed so as to satisfy delinquent court ordered 
child support. See Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians Gaming Revenue 
Allocation Plan. 

3. Obligations for child support are presumed to be valid unless shown otherwise. 
See 28 USC § 1138B, Full Faith and Credit for Child Support Orders Act. 

4. An Order to Stay Distributions of Per Capita Payments has been entered by the 
Court against your payments and may not be lifted until further order of this 
Court. The Order to Stay Distributions of Per Capita Payments has been served on 
the Revenue Allocation Plan Administrator who is responsible for distributions 
of per capita payments. 

5. An Order to Withhold and Redirect Per Capita Payments for Delinquent Child 
Support shall be entered by this Court within fourteen (14) days of the 
date of publication of this Notice unless you file an objection to the: 

a. RECOGNITION of the foreign court order based on the grounds 
listed in Paragraph 6; or 

b. ENFORCEMENT of the foreign court order based on the 
grounds listed in Paragraph 7. 

6. You may file (a) written objection(s) to the recognition of the foreign court 
orders with the Court. Objections must be filed within the fourteen (14) day 
objection period and MUST demonstrate that the: 

a. foreign court lacked personal or subject matter jurisdiction; or 

b. foreign order was obtained by fraud, duress or coercion. 

7. Unless you file an objection to the enforcement of the foreign court orders, 
an Order to Withhold and Redirect Per Capita Payments for Delinquent Child 
Support will apply ALL of your per capita payments to satisfy the delinquent 
court-ordered child support in each case until such time as the delinquent 
child support obligations are satisfied, or until further order of this Court. 
Objections must be filed within the fourteen (14) day objection period and 
MUST demonstrate that: 

a. you do not owe a DELINQUENT child support obligation; or 

b. redirection of all of your per capita payments would create an 
EXTRAORDINARY UNDUE HARDSHIP to your health or general 
welfare. 

8. If you file a written objection based on any of the grounds listed above, a 
hearing will be scheduled. At the hearing, you will be required to establish 
grounds why the Order to Withhold and Redirect Per Capita Payments for 
Delinquent Child Support should not be granted by this Court. 
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Notice of Open Positions I Pokagon Promise Committee 

POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Poka gon Band Tribal Council is seeking 
letters of interest and resumes from Pokagon Band Citizens for four (4) 
Committee member positions on the Pokagon Band Promise Committee (the 
"Committee”). The Pokagon Promise Committee is responsible for: 

• Re-establishing the historical relationship with the University 
of Notre Dame. 

• To assure Potawatomi values are infused in tribal policies and each 
instructional program offered by the tribe. 

• Participate in coordinating efforts of committees, boards and 
commissions so they match needs and request of Tribal Council. 

• Participation in any events or outside meetings with other entities 
that take place. 

• Giving input on decisions made by the Committee 

TIME COMMITMENT. Committee Members are expected to attend 
all Committee meetings, which are typically held at 3:30 p.m. on the third 
Monday of the month at the Band’s administrative offices located at 58620 
Sink Road, Dowagiac, Michigan. 

EDIBILITY. All persons who wish to serve as a Member of the Committee 
must: (a) be a Pokagon Band Citizen; (b) read and review all documents and 
other information provided to Committee members; (c) attend Committee 
meetings; (d) actively participate in work of the Committee; (e) provide 
thoughtful input to the deliberations of the Committee; (f) work towards 
fulfilling the Committee’s purpose and work plan; (g) execute and return 
to the Tribal Council Chairperson, the Committee Member Commitment 
Pledge; and (h) Perform such other duties as may be specified by the 
Committee, required under Pokagon Band Law or as expressly directed 
by Tribal Council. 

COMPENSATION. Committee Members are independent contractors and 
compensated for service to the Committee at rates established by the Tribal 
Council. Currently, Committee Members are compensated in the amount of 
$75 per Committee meeting. In addition, Committee members are entitled 
to reimbursement for mileage when using their personal vehicle to attend 
meetings and for other Committee business in accordance with the Band’s 
Travel Policy. 


APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Com mittee Members are appointed by the 
Tribal Council. All persons who wish to be considered for appointment to the 
Committee must be present at the meeting at which the Tribal Council will 
review the letters of interest and resumes; provided, however, that the Tribal 
Council may for good cause waive this requirement. Any person who believes 
that good cause exists to not attend such meeting should contact the 
Executive Secretary to the Tribal Council, who will share the information with 
the Tribal Council. Please note that the Tribal Council has not yet established 
the meeting date at which it will consider appointments to the Committee. 

TERM. Terms of office for Board members are three (3) years. There is no 
limit to the number of terms that a Board Member may serve on the Board.. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As Public Officials, committee members are 
subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the Code of Ethics 
may be obtained from the Pokagon Band’s website at www.pokagonband- 
nsn.gov/government/codes-and-ordinances. 

HOW TO APPLY. Please submit letters of interest along with a current 
resume to: 

Mail: Jessica Howell, Tribal Council Administrative Assistant 
P.O. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Jessica Howell, Tribal Council Administrative Assistant 
Email: Jessica.Howell@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

QUESTIONS. All questions concerning the Committee or this Notice 
may be directed to Kelly Curran, at (269) 782-6323 or kelly.curran@ 
pokagonband-nsn.gov. Please note that if you have previously sought 
appointment to the Board pursuant to any previous posting, and you are 
still interested in seeking appointment to the Board, you must reapply as 
provided in this Notice. 

DEADLINE. This posting shall remain open until filled. 




^(SSyiggi THEEmMISJ'S' 

MAY 30 10:00 AM | RODGERS LAKE, DOWAGIAC 



Please join us as we kick of the season with 
friendly tribal tournament. Each tribe may bring 
more than one team. However each team should 
have a minimum of 7 players.This event is for the 
whole family. Trophies for the I st, 2nd, and 3rd 
place.There is no registraion fee and you receive 
a free T-shirt if you preregister your team before 
May 20. 

There will be three categories: 

/k. kids under the age of 1 3 

ID LHAdUSJH for beginner level players 
for advance level players 
Teams are all co-ed. 
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Notice of Open Position | Bodewadmik Ogitchedaw Board of Directors 


POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Pokagon Bodewadmik Ogitchedaw 
Code ("Code”) established the Pokagon Bodewadmik Ogitchedaw as a 
subordinate committee (“Organization”) of the Tribal Council. The purpose 
of the Organization is, among other things, to promote and celebrate the 
Ogitchedaw, honor the past Ogitchedaw and preserve honor for the future 
Ogitchedaw, as well as to consult with the Tribal Council regarding policies, 
programs, and concerns regarding the Ogitchedaw. Under the Code, the 
Organization is governed and managed by a Board of Directors ("Board”). 
The Tribal Council will soon be making two appointments to the Board. 

The following positions will be available for appointment: Secretary and 
Treasurer. The Tribal Council is seeking letters of interest and resumes from 
Pokagon Band citizens interested in seeking appointment to the Board. 

ELIGIBILITY. In orde r to be eligible for appointment to the Board, the Code 
requires that a Pokagon Band citizen must: 

1. Be at least 1 8 years of age; and 

2. Be a member of the Organization 

MEMBERSHIP IN THE ORGANIZATION. Membership in the 
Organization is open to any Pokagon Band citizen who: 

1. Is at least 18 years of age, 

2. Possesses a discharge other than dishonorable from the Army, Navy, 
Marine Corps, Coast Guard, Air Force, National Guard, or Reserves of 
the United States, or is currently serving in the National Guard or any 
branch of the United States military reserves; provided, however, that 
if one has a dishonorable discharge, he or she may be admitted at the 
discretion of the Board upon 2 A majority approval. 

In orderto be admitted as a member of the Organization, an eligible Pokagon 
Band citizen must submit a completed application and such applicant must 
be approved for membership by the Board. An application for membership 
in the Organization may be obtained by contacting the Wkema of the 
Board, Scott Brewer (269) 845-5824 or Rusty Green, at (31 7) 691-0086 or 
at Clgreen27@comcast.net. Completed applications must be filed with the 
Board. Completed applications are processed and placed before the Board 
for approval. 

TERM. Terms of office for Board members are three years. There is no limit 
to the number of terms that a Board member may serve. 

TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for 
and attend Board meetings, and perform the business of the Board outside 
of meetings will vary. Currently, the existing Board members meet on the 
firstThursday of each month atthe Pokagon Band’s Community Center. 
Meetings are typically held at 2:00 p.m. On average, a Board member 
can anticipate a time commitment of approximately 1 5 hours per month, 
including meeting time. 

COMPENSATION. The Board members are independent contractors 
and paid at rates established by the Council for their service on the Board. 
Currently, the Secretary and Treasurer positions are each paid $1 50 per 


Board meeting. In addition, Board members are entitled to reimbursement 
for mileage when using personal vehicles to attend Board meetings and for 
other Board business in accordance with the Pokagon Band’s Travel Policy. 

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Appoi ntments to the Board are made by 
the Tribal Council. Before any Pokagon Band citizen is appointed to serve 
on the Board, the Tribal Council will verify a potential appointee meets the 
qualifications mentioned above for appointment. Anyone not meeting the 
eligibility requirements shall not be considered for appointment to the Board. 

All persons who wish to be considered for appointment must be present at 
the meeting at which the Tribal Council will review the written statements 
of interest of those seeking appointment to the Board; provided the Tribal 
Council may waive this requirement for good cause. Any person who 
believes that good cause exists to not attend such meeting should contact 
the Executive Secretary to the Tribal Council, who will share the information 
with the Tribal Council. The Tribal Council has not yet established the 
meeting date at which it will review the written statements of interest of those 
seeking appointment to the Board. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As Public Officials, Board members are subject 
to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the Code of Ethics may be 
obtained from the Pokagon Band’s website atwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
govern ment/codes-and-ordinances. 

HOW TO APPLY. Please submit letters of interest along with a current 
resume to: 

Mail: Jessica Howell, Tribal Council Administrative Assistant 
P.O. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Jessica Howell, Tribal Council Administrative Assistant 
Email: Jessica.Howell@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Please note that if you have previously sought appointment to the Board 
pursuant to any previous posting and you are still interested in seeking 
appointment to the Commission, you must reapply as provided in this 
Notice. 

QUESTIONS. For additional information or if you have questions 
concerning the Organization or the Board, please contact the Wkema of the 
Board, Rusty Green, at (317) 691 -0086 or at Glgreen27@comcast.net. 

DEADLINE. Friday, May 29, 201 5 by end of working day, 5:00 p.m. 


Guidelines for Pokegnek Yajdanawa Submissions 


Enrolled citizens of the Pokagon Band are encouraged to submit original 
letters, stories, pictures, poetry, and announcements for publication in Pokegnek 
Yajdanawa. Submissions shall be the views and product of the submitting member. 
Submissions written by or to a third-party, such as the governor or a congressman, 
and copied to Pokegnek Yajdanawa are not original. 

Anonymous or “name withheld” submissions will not be published. Members 
shall include their tribal enrollment number, full name, and mailing address 
with all newsletter submissions. Tribal enrollment number and mailing address 
will be used for verification purposes and will not be published, unless member 
specifically requests to have it published. 

Newsletter staff will contact members should any reason arise that may delay or 
prevent posting of newsletter submissions. To ensure timely communication with 
members regarding their newsletter submissions, members may choose to provide 
additional contact information such as a phone number or e-mail address. Phone 
numbers, e-mail addresses, and other provided contact information will not be 
published, unless member specifically requests to have it published. 


Not all submissions are guaranteed publication upon submission. Newsletter 

staff reserves the right to refuse submissions based on the following criteria; 

1 . False, misleading, or defamatory; 

2. Discriminatory, sexist, racist, demeaning, insulting, or otherwise 
offensive to another; 

3. Threatening, harassing, intimidating, or otherwise may tend 
to produce fear; 

4. Profane, obscene, pornographic, indecent, or patently offensive 
to the average user; 

5. Disruptive to the office, undermining of the Band’s or a supervisor’s authority, 
or impairing of working relationships; and 

6. Absolutely no political campaigning is allowed. 





May 201 5 * r Pokegnek Yajdanawa 


17 


Notice of Open Position | Gaming Commissioner 

POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Tribal Council is seeking letters of 
interest from Pokagon Band citizens interested in serving as a member of 
the Pokagon Band Gaming Commission (“Commission”). The Commission 
is a three person body that is an independent and autonomous political 
subdivision of the Pokagon Band. The Commission is responsible for 
ensuring that all gaming activities within the Pokagon Band’s jurisdiction are 
conducted in conformance with the Pokagon Band Gaming Regulatory Act, 
the Gaming Compact between the Pokagon Band and the State of Michigan, 
and the federal Indian Gaming Regulatory Act. Additional information 
regarding the Commission is available on the Band’s website at www. 
pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

ELIGIBILITY. In addition to the qualifications set forth below, as required 
by subsection 3.07(b) of the Pokagon Band’s Gaming Regulatory Act, 
candidates for the Commission shall have experience and training of 
sufficient scope, depth and relevancy to enable him/her to fulfill his/her 
duties as shown through at least five (5) years experience in gaming or other 
regulatory affairs, public accounting or business finance, public or business 
administration, judicial or dispute resolution services, criminal justice, civil or 
criminal investigation, or law. A bachelor’s degree in a relevant area of study 
is required. 

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Commissioners are appointed by the Tribal 
Council and serve (3) three year terms of office. A Commissioner must 
meet all applicable licensing standards under the Gaming Regulatory Act 
as determined through a comprehensive background investigation to be 
conducted prior to appointment. 

TIME COMMITMENT. The Commission typically meets two (2) 
consecutive days per month (typically Tuesday and Wednesday), primarily 
during the day at the Commission offices in New Buffalo Township. 
Additionally, one day per month (typically the Monday before the Tuesday 
and Wednesday Commission meetings) the Commission also meets with the 
Tribal Council in Dowagiac, Michigan. Commissioners may spend additional 
time of approximately 1 6 hours per month in Commission business outside 
of meetings. 

STIPEND. This is not a full time position and Commissioners are not eligible 
for any Pokagon Band employee benefits. Commissioners are compensated 
as independent contractors at rates that fall within a grid established by the 
Tribal Council that ranges from $1 ,1 25 to $1 ,250 per meeting day, with one 
travel day. 

QUALIFICATIONS. As provided in subsection 3.07(a) of the Band’s 
Gaming Regulatory Act, no person shall serve on the Commission if that 
person is: 

(1) Under the age of twenty-one (21 ); 

(2) A member or officer of the Tribal Council; 

(3) AJudge oremployee of the Tri ba I Court; 

(4) Employed by any Gaming Operation; 


(5) Resides in the same household with a person employed as a Primary 
Management Official or Key Employee of any Gaming Operation; 

(6) Has a direct or indirect financial interest in the Gaming Operation, 
including any Management Contractor, ora direct financial interest in 
any Gaming Supplier. For purposes of this Section, (i) direct financial 
interest shall not include the right to per capita distributions of Gaming 
revenues pursuant to the ICRA but shall include direct ownership of 
stockin a publicly traded company and, (ii) indirect financial interest shall 
not include ownership of any mutual funds that hold such stock. 

(7) Employed or otherwise serves in a position with responsibilities that 
create a conflict of interest or the appearance of a conflict of interest with 
the duties and responsibilities of the Commission, as determined by the 
Tribal Council; or 

(8) Unable to establish and maintain eligibility to serve as a Gaming 
Commissioner under the requirements set forth in this Section. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As Public Officials, Gaming Commissioners are 
subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the Code of Ethics 
may be obtained from the Band’s website atwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

HOW TO APPLY. Please submit letters of interest along with a current 
resume to: 

Mail: Jessica Howell, Tribal Council Administrative Assistant 
PO. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Jessica Howell, Tribal Council Administrative Assistant 

Email: Jessica.Howell@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

As stated above, prior to appointment, a comprehensive background 
investigation will be conducted by the Tribal Police to determine whether 
the potential appointee meets all applicable licensing standards under 
the Gaming Regulatory Act. Therefore, a potential appointee must obtain 
from, complete, and return to the Tribal Police, all required background 
investigation forms. 

Please note that if you have previously sought appointment to the 
Commission pursuant to any previous posting and you are still interested in 
seeking appointment to the Commission, you must reapply as provided in 
this Notice. 

QUESTIONS. Questions concerning the position and this announcement 
may be directed to John Roberts, Executive Director of the Commission, at 
(269) 926-5485. 

DEADLINE. Th is posting shall remain open until filled. 


Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Department of Language & Culture 


AFTER- SCHOOL 

pr 
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Notice of Open Position | Oshke-Kno-Kewewen Traditional PowWow Committee 


POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Pokagon Band Tribal Council is 
seeking letters of interest and resumes from Pokagon Band Citizens for 
two Committee member positions and two (2) alternate positions on the 
Pokagon Band Oshke-Kno-Kewewen Traditional PowWow Committee (the 
“Committee”). The Committee is responsible for organizing and conducting 
the annual traditional pow wow on Memorial Day weekend on behalf of the 
Band. 

TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for and 
attend Committee meetings and perform the business of the Committee will 
vary. The Committee meets approximately once each month throughout the 
year, with additional meetings as needed in the 2 or 3 months prior to the 
PowWow. Committee members are also expected to perform set-up duties 
prior to the PowWow and carry out various duties needed for the PowWow 
throughout the PowWow weekend. Committee Members are expected 
to attend all Committee meetings, which are typically held at the Band’s 
Administration Building located at 58620 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Michigan. 

COMPENSATION. Com mittee Members are independent contractors and 
compensated for service to the Committee at rates established by the Tribal 
Council. Currently, Committee Members are compensated in the amount of 
$75 per Committee meeting. In addition, Committee members are entitled 
to reimbursement for mileage when using their personal vehicle to attend 
meetings and for other Committee business in accordance with the Band’s 
Travel Policy. 

ELIGIBILITY. All persons who wish to serve as a Member of the Committee 
must: have appreciation and respect for the traditions and culture of the 
Pokagon Band, and should support the continued growth and vitality of the 
Pokagon Band community. 

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Co mmittee Members are appointed by the 
Tribal Council. All persons who wish to be considered for appointment to the 
Committee must be present at the meeting at which the Tribal Council will 


review the letters of interest and resumes; provided, however, that the Tribal 
Council may for good cause waive this requirement. Any person who believes 
that good cause exists to not attend such meeting should contact the 
Executive Secretary to the Tribal Council, who will share the information with 
the Tribal Council. Please note that the Tribal Council has not yet established 
the meeting date at which it will consider appointments to the Committee. 

TERM. There is no limit to the number of terms a member can serve on the 
Committee. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As a Public Official, Committee members 
are subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the Code of 
Ethics may be obtained by contacting Kelly Curran, Tribal Council Executive 
Secretary at (888) 376-9988 or by visiting the Band’s website, www. 
pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

HOW TO APPLY. Please submit letters of interest along with a current 
resume to: 

Mail: Jessica Howell, Administrative Assistant to Tribal Council 
P.O. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Jessica Howell, Administrative Assistant to Tribal Council 
Email: Jessica.Howell@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

DEADLINE. Th is posting shall remain open until filled. 

QUESTIONS. All questions concerning the Committee or this notice maybe 
directed to Kevin Daugherty at kevin.daugherty@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


Notice of Open Position | Traditions/Repatriations Committee 


POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Pokagon Band Tribal Council is seeking 
letters of interest and resumes from Pokagon Band Citizens for two 
(2) Committee member positions and one (1 ) alternate position on the 
Pokagon Band Traditions/Repatriation Committee (the "Committee”). The 
Committee has the responsibility of advising the Band on cultural issues, and 
for reviewing and acting on repatriation issues on behalf of the Tribe. The 
Committee works closely with the Department of Language and Culture, and 
serves as the advisory body to the Pokagon Band Historic Preservation Office 
(THPO). 

TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for and 
attend Committee meetings and perform the business of the Committee 
will vary. The Committee meets approximately once each month to address 
general cultural issues and once per month to address issues with the 
THPO. The Committee may also meet at additional times as needed to 
fulfill Committee duties. Committee Members are expected to attend all 
Committee meetings, which are typically held at the Band’s Administration 
Building located at 58620 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Michigan. 

COMPENSATION. Com mittee Members are independent contractors and 
compensated for service to the Committee at rates established by the Tribal 
Council. Currently, Committee Members are compensated in the amount of 
$75 per Committee meeting. In addition, Committee members are entitled 
to reimbursement for mileage when using their personal vehicle to attend 
meetings and for other Committee business in accordance with the Band’s 
Travel Policy. 

ELIGIBILITY. All persons who wish to serve as a Member or Alternate of 
the Traditions/Repatriation Committee must have an interest in and respect 
for the traditions, culture, history, and language of the Pokagon Band and 
the Potawatomi Nation. Familiarity with the cultural teachings and practices 
of the Potawatomi is appreciated. Prospective members must be flexible in 
meeting times and locations, and be able to handle several projects at once. 


APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Committee Members are appointed by the 
Tribal Council. All persons who wish to be considered for appointment to 
the Committee must be present at the meeting at which the Tribal Council 
will review the letters of interest and resumes; provided, however, that the 
Tribal Council may for good cause waive this requirement. Any person who 
believes that good cause exists to not attend such meeting should contact 
the Executive Secretary to the Tribal Council, who will share the information 
with the Tribal Council. Please note that the Tribal Council has not yet 
established the meeting date at which it will consider appointments to the 
Committee. 

TERM. There is no limit to the number of terms a member can serve on the 
Committee. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As a Public Official, Committee members 
are subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. Acopy of the Code of 
Ethics may be obtained by contacting Kelly Curran, Tribal Council Executive 
Secretary at (888) 376-9988 or by visiting the Band’s website, www. 
pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

HOW TO APPLY. Please submit letters of interest along with a current 
resume to: 

Mail: Jessica Howell, Administrative Assistant to Tribal Council 
P.O. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Jessica Howell, Administrative Assistant to Tribal Council 
Email: Jessica.Howell@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

DEADLINE. This posting shall remain open until filled. 

QUESTIONS. All questions concerning the Committee or this notice maybe 
directed to Kevin Daugherty at kevin.daugherty@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 




May 201 5 * r Pokegnek Yajdanawa 


19 


Notice of Open Positions I Kee-Boon-Mein-Kaa PowWow Committee 


POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Pokagon Band Tribal Council is seeking 
letters of interest and resumes from Pokagon Band Citizens for one (1 ) 
Committee member position on the Pokagon Band Kee-Boon-Mein-Kaa 
Pow Wow Committee (the "Committee”). The Committee is responsible for 
planning and conducting the Kee-Boon-Mein Kaa PowWow held each year 
at the Rodgers Lake campus (Dowagiac, Michigan) on the Saturday and 
Sunday directly before Labor Day. 

TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for and 
attend Committee meetings and perform the business of the Committee will 
vary. The Committee meets approximately once each month. The closer it 
gets to the PowWow dates, however, the Committee typically meets more 
than once a month. Further, this is a working Committee, so members are 
expected to be available for assigned duties Friday night through Sunday 
evening of the PowWow. Committee Members are expected to attend all 
Committee meetings, which are typically held at the Band’s Administrative 
Center located at 58620 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Michigan. 

COMPENSATION. Committee Members are independent contractors and 
compensated for service fo the Committee at rates established by the Tribal 
Council. Currently, Committee Members are compensated in the amount of 
$75 per Committee meeting. In addition, Committee members are entitled 
to reimbursement for mileage when using their personal vehicle to attend 
meetings and for other Committee business in accordance with the Band’s 
Travel Policy. 

ELIGIBILITY. All persons who wish to serve as a Member of the Kee-Boon- 
Mein-Kaa Pow Wow Committee must: (a) be a Pokagon Band Citizen; (b) 
actively participate in planning discussions; (c) be physically present and able 
to help out with assignments PowWow weekend; (d) be able to endure Pow 
Wow conditions (long days, rain, heat, humidity, etc.); (e) be able to maintain 
a sense of humor and propriety when the day gets long; and (f) enjoy working 
with the public. 

Notice of Open Positions I Curriculum Committee 

POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Pokagon Band Tribal Council is seeking 
letters of interest from Pokagon Band members to fill vacancies on the 
Pokagon Band Curriculum Committee. Three terms have become expired 
and need to be filled. The Curriculum Committee is responsible for 
establishing a tribally operated daycare and/or school(s) with culturally 
based academics and extracurricular activities. The Curriculum Committee 
meets once per month on the second Monday of each month at the 
Language and Culture building. Including meeting preparation, other 
Curriculum Committee business, and time spent at meetings, members 
will spend approximately 6 hours per month to fulfill their responsibilities. 
Responsibilities include: 

(a) Read and review all documents and other information provided to 
Committee members; 

(b) Attend Committee meetings; 

(c) Actively participate in the work of the Committee; 

(d) Provide thoughtful input to the deliberations of the Committee; 

(e) Work towards fulfilling the Committee’s purpose and Work Plan; 

(f) Execute and return to the Tribal Council Chairperson, the Committee 
Member Commitment Pledge attached hereto as Exhibit E; and 

(g) Perform such ofher duties as may be specified by the Committee or the 
Tribal Council. 

TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for and 
atfend Committee meetings and perform the business of the Committee will 
vary. The Committee meets approximately once each month. The closer it 
gets to the PowWow dates, however, the Committee typically meets more 
than once a month. Further, this is a working Committee, so members are 
expected to be available for assigned duties Friday night through Sunday 
evening of the PowWow. Committee Members are expected to attend all 
Committee meetings, which are typically held at the Band’s Administrative 
Center located at 58620 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Michigan. 

COMPENSATION. Com mittee members may be compensated as 
independent contractors for service fo fhe curriculum committee at rates 


APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Co mmittee Members are appointed by the 
Tribal Council. All persons who wish to be considered for appointment to the 
Committee must be present at the meeting at which the Tribal Council will 
review the letters of interest and resumes; provided, however, that the Tribal 
Council may for good cause waive this requirement. Any person who believes 
that good cause exists to not attend such meeting should contact the 
Executive Secretary to the Tribal Council, who will share the information with 
the Tribal Council. Please note that the Tribal Council has not yet established 
the meeting date at which it will consider appointments to the Committee. 

TERM. There is no limit to the number of terms a member can serve on the 
Committee. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As Public Officials, Committee Members are 
subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the Code of Ethics 
may be obtained from the Band’s website at www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
govern ment/codes-and-ordinances. 

HOW TO APPLY. Please submit letters of interest along with a current 
resume to: 

Mail: Jessica Howell, Administrative Assistant to Tribal Council 
PO. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Jessica Howell, Administrative Assistant to Tribal Council 
Email: Jessica.Howell@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

QUESTIONS. All questions concerning the Committee or this notice maybe 
directed to Beth Edelbergatbeth.edelberg@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

DEADLINE. This posting shall remain open until filled. 


established by the Tribal Council. Curriculum Committee members are 
entitled to reimbursement for mileage when using personal vehicles to attend 
meetings and for other Curriculum Committee business. 

ELIGIBILITY. To serve as a member of the Curriculum Committee, a Band 
member must: 

(a) Be a high school graduate 

(b) Be willing to travel 

(c) Passionate about educational issues. 

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Cu rriculum Committee members are 
appointed to office by the Tribal Council. There are currently three seats on 
the Curriculum Committee that will be filled by Tribal Council appointment 
for 3 years term of office. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As a Public Official, Curriculum Committee 
members are subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the 
Code of Ethics may be obtained by contacting Kelly Curran, Tribal Council 
Executive Secretary at (888) 376-9988 or by visiting the Band’s website, 
www.pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

HOW TO APPLY. Please submit letters of interest along with a current 
resume to: 

Mail: Jessica Howell, Administrative Assistant to Tribal Council 
PO. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Jessica Howell, Administrative Assistant to Tribal Council 
Email: Jessica.Howell@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

QUESTIONS. Questions concerning the Curriculum Committee or 
this Notice may be directed to Michaelina Martin at micky.martin@ 
pokagonband-nsn.gov. This position shall be open until filled. 

DEADLINE. Deadline to apply is 5:00 p.m. Friday, May 29, 201 5. 
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New Christmas Check Procedure Adopted 

Effective December 15, 2014 Tribal Council has adopted a procedure regarding 
Undeliverable Gifts (Resolution 14- 12- 15-01). These procedures will be applied 
to old Christmas checks the Department of Finance has been unable to deliver 
to the respective Pokagon citizen. These Christmas checks will revert to the 
Band after one year should they remain unclaimed, similar to the practice of 
holding on to Per Capita checks for 12 months. For those citizens listed below, 
for whom a Christmas check is still outstanding from November of 2013 or 
prior, you have until March 31, 2015 to update your address with Enrollment, 
otherwise the funds will be forfeited as allowed under the new procedures. 


Per Capita News 

The Enrollment Office needs the following individuals to update their addresses so 
that these payments can be mailed. If there is an X in the column(s) by your name, 
you have either a Christmas check and/ or per capita payments due to you. Please 
contact Beth Edelberg in the Enrollment Office at (269) 782-1763 or Deidre 
Ecker in the Finance Department at (269) 462-4209. 


Enrollment 

# 

Name 

Christmas 201 4 

Monthly Per Cap 

83 

John Dylan Watson 

X 


406 

Michael Lynn Hewitt 

X 

X 

857 

Peter John Ramirez 

X 


1446 

Bobby Marcus Haynes 

X 


1986 

Cristian M Cobb 

X 

X 

4227 

Scott Brewer Jr 

X 

X 

4442 

Mason Tyler Currey 

X 



Please note - you must have a deliverable address on file. 

Attention 1 8 to 20 Year Olds I Per Capita Information 

Attention all high school seniors who are graduating from high school or 
individuals who may be completing their G.E.D. If you are at least 18 years old 
and have achieved either of these you are now eligible to receive your monthly per 
capita checks. All you have to do is send a copy to the Enrollment office. You may 
either mail or fax this. The address to mail to is: 

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Attn: Enrollment Office 
PO Box 180 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 

OR fax to: (269) 782-1964 

The document must be received by May 15 in order to make it on the June 2015 
check run. Anything received after May 15 will be processed on the check run for 
July 2015. If you have any questions please call the direct per capita phone line at 
(269) 462-4209 or (269) 462-4200 or toll free (800) 517-0777. 


Are you eligible for certain Michigan tax exemptions? 

If you are an enrolled Pokagon citizen, and you live in the tribe s Tax Agreement 
Area (as is defined in the State Tax Agreement between the Pokagon Band of 
Potawatomi Indians and the state of Michigan) , then please fill a Resident Tribal 
Member (RTM) Application to see if you are eligible to start receiving these 
benefits. The application is available online here: www.pokagonbandnsn.gov/ 
departments/fmance/state-tax- agreements 

Please read the Tax Agreement Overview (www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
departments/ fmance/state-taxagreements) to learn about these benefits and see a 
map of the Tax Agreement Area. You will also find individual township maps at that 
link. If you think you may live inside the Tax Agreement Area boundaries (green 


Per Capita Important Dates 


Deadline to receive 
Changes/updates/additions 
Received by 

Finance Department 

Checks mailed out on 

Check date 

Direct deposits in accounts 

Thursday, January 1 5, 201 5 

Thursday, January 29, 201 5 

Friday, January 30, 2015 

Friday, February 13,2015 

Thursday, February 26, 201 5 

Friday, February 27,2015 

Friday, March 13,2015 

Monday, March 302015 

Tuesday, March 31, 2015 

Wednesday, April 15,2015 

Wednesday, April 29, 2015 

Thursday, April 30, 2015 

Friday, May 15, 201 5 

Thursday, May 28,2015 

Friday, May 29, 2015 

Monday, June 15,2015 

Monday, June 29, 2015 

Tuesday, June 30, 2015 

Wednesday, July 15, 2015 

Thursday, July 30, 2015 

Friday, July 31 , 201 5 

Friday, August 14, 2015 

Thursday, August 27, 201 5 

Friday, August 28, 2015 

Tuesday, September 1 5, 201 5 

Tuesday, September 29, 201 5 

Wednesday, September 30, 201 5 

Thursday, October 1 5, 201 5 

Thursday, October 29, 201 5 

Friday, October 30, 2015 

Monday, November 2, 201 5* 

Tuesday, November 24, 201 5 

Wed, November 25, 201 5 

Friday, December 4, 201 5* 

Thursday, December 1 7, 201 5 

Fri, December 18,2015 


* Please note, in 2015, the November deadline for changes is November 2 and the December 
deadline is December 4. This is due to time limitations on all the events that occur at this time 
of the year. 


Per Capita Direct Deposit & Tax Withholding Forms 

For those tribal citizens receiving per capita checks in the mail and who do not 
have direct deposit, enclosed with your check you will find a direct deposit and a 
tax withholding form. These will be included with your check every month until 
we achieve 100% direct deposits. 

The tribe is currently having mandatory direct deposit for per capita checks. In 
the case of individuals not being able to set up a bank account, the tribe is offering 
a cash card on which the per capita checks will be loaded onto every month. We 
are making efforts to give everyone a chance to set up a bank account of your 
choice and on your own. 

As always, the tax withholding form is not mandatory although highly suggested 
as per capita payments are subject to federal and state taxes. The tribe only 
withholds federal taxes with a completed form, state taxes are the responsibility of 
the citizen. 

If you have any questions, please call the direct per capita phone line at 
(269) 462-4209 or (269) 462-4200 or toll free (800) 517-0777. The per capita 
phone line and my extension both have lengthy messages listing various per capita 
information. Please leave a message and I will return your call as soon as possible. 
Both of the above stated forms are available online at www.Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Once you turn in a direct deposit form and as long as I receive it by the 15th of 
the month, the information will be entered into the system and the first month is 
always a test run to the bank, so the check will still be mailed to you. The following 
month, as long as I do not receive any errors from the bank, will be direct deposit. 
As earlier stated, you will continue to receive the two forms in with your checks 
every month. If you have completed a form, no need to fill out another one. 


shaded areas), then you may be able to register with the State of Michigan and get 
relief from certain taxes. 

In order to get registered, you must apply by filling out a Resident Tribal 
Member (RTM) Application and returning it to Julie Rodriguez in the Finance 
Department. Upon review of your application, we will notify you of your 
eligibility status. 

If you have any questions, or comments regarding the Tax Agreement or your 
RTM status or benefits, please do not hesitate to contact Julie at (269) 462-4210 or 
Julie.Rodriguez@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 
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Tribal Council May Calendar of Events 

4 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

5 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 10 a.m. 
9 Tribal Council Meeting, Community Center, 1 0 a.m.. 

1 1 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

1 2 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 

1 8 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

19 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds Hartford, 10 a.m. 

25 Tribal offices closed for Memorial Day holiday 

26 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 

Please check the website, www.pokagonband-nsn.gov, or call (888) 782-2426 
before attending to confirm that a meeting has not been cancelled. 


Can’t Get to Elders Council Business Meetings? 
Participate Via Webcast 

Business meetings are held the first Thursday of every month at the Community 
Center in Dowagiac. For your convenience the meetings are now broadcast on 
the internet to listen in on what is going on with the Elders. If you are able to 
take advantage of this — please do! — Elders business meetings are called to order at 
11:00 a.m. Visit the Pokagon website to access the webcasting: www.pokagonband- 
nsn.gov/citizens/web-casting.Any questions, please call Stanley Morseau, Elders 
Chairman, (269) 783-6828. 


Tribal Council June Calendar of Events 

1 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

2 Gaming Authority Closed Session, FourWinds New Buffalo, 10a.m. 

8 Tribal Council Meeting, Community Center, 1 0 a.m.. 

9 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

1 3 Gaming Authority Closed Session, FourWinds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 

1 5 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

16 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds Hartford, 10a.m. 

22 Tribal offices closed for Memorial Day holiday 

23 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds Hartford, 10a.m. 

22 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

23 Gaming Authority Closed Session, FourWinds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 

Please check the website, www.pokagonband-nsn.gov, or call (888)782-2426 
before attending to confirm that a meeting has not been cancelled. 


Don’t forget our social lunches held every third Thursday of the month. On 
these days we may have holiday parties, special events, or games. Every weekday 
a hot lunch is served at the Elders Hall. You are welcome to come to meet new 
elders you may not know or visit your friends. 


Pokegnek Bodewadmik 

POKAGON BAND OF POTAWATOMI 

Train Together for the 
Family Olympics 

What: Michigan Indian Family Olympics, something for all ages. 
All Michigan Tribes participate 

When: leading up to Summer 2015 



Participate in three of the training events offered and receive a gift incentive. Involvement in one school 
sport can substitute for one of the three trainings. These events are open to Native Americans and their 
families, and Pokagon Band staff and their families. 

Training Schedule 

April 2015 

Q) April 16 | Pokagon Health Center | 5:30p.m. -6:30p.m. 

June 2015 Mini Olympics 

June 7 | Rodgers Lake sports court | 2:00p.m. -1:00p.m. 



¥ new or rescheduled date 



POKAGON BAND OF POTAWATOMI 


4th ANNUAL 


A Healthy Step 
with Education 


Children must be accompanied by an adult. 


Pokegnek Bodewadmik 


Save the Date 


Saturday, July 25, 2015 
10:00 a.m. -3:00 p.m. 
Health Services Building 


T he Department of Health Services and the Department of Education 
invite you to the fourth annual A Healthy Step with Education. This 
day will be filled with health education, screenings, PreK-12 program 
registration and activities. This event is for the whole family, birth to elder. 
It is open to all tribal citizens, employees and their families. 


Please come and join in the fun. 


Questions? Contact Liz Leffler at (269) 462-4406 or 
Susan Doyle at (269) 782-0887. 
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Tribal Office Directory 

Administration 

Health Services 

Information Technology 

58620 Sink Road 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-4141 

(269) 782-8998 

Toll Free (800) 5 1 7-0777 

Toll Free (888) 440-1234 

FAX (269) 782-6882 

Housing & Facilities 

57824 East Pokagon Trail 

Commodities 

(269) 783-0443 

(269) 782-3372 

FAX (269) 783-0452 

Toll Free (888) 281-1 1 1 1 

Human Resources 

FAX (269) 782-7814 

58620 Sink Rd. 

Communications 

(269) 782-8998 

58620 Sink Rd. 

FAX (269) 782-4253 

(269) 782-8998 

Compliance 

58620 Sink Rd. 

Language & Culture 

58653 Sink Rd. 

(269) 462-4325 

(269) 782-8998 

Mno-Bmadsen 

4 1 5 E. Prairie Ronde St. 

Chi Ishobak 

27043 Potawatomi Trail 

(269) 783-41 1 1 

(269) 783-4157 

Natural Resources 

32142 Edwards St. 

Education 

(269) 782-9602 

58620 Sink Rd. 

FAX (269) 783-0452 

(269) 782-0887 

Social Services 

Toll Free (888) 330-1234 

58620 Sink Rd. 

FAX (269) 782-0985 

(269) 782-8998 

Elders Program 

Toll Free (800) 5 1 7-0777 

53237 Townhall Rd. 

FAX (269) 782-4295 

(269) 782-0765 

South Bend Area Office 

Toll Free (800) 859-2717 

3733 Locust Street 

FAX (269) 782-1696 

Elections 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-9475 

Toll Free (888) 782-9475 

South Bend, IN 46614 
(574) 282-2638 

Toll Free (800) 737-9223 

FAX (574) 282-2974 
(269) 782-8998 

Tribal Council 

Enrollment 

58620 Sink Rd. 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-6323 

(269) 782-1763 

Toll Free (888) 376-9988 

FAX (269) 782-1964 

FAX (269) 782-9625 

Finance 

Tribal Court 

58620 Sink Rd. 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

(269) 783-0505/ 

Toll Free (800) 517-0777 

FAX (269) 783-0519 

FAX (269) 782-1028 

Tribal Police 

Head Start 

58155 M-5 1 South 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-2232 

(269) 783-0026/ 

Toll Free (866) 399-0161 

(866) 250-6573 

FAX (269) 782-9795 

FAX (269) 782-7988 


Tribal Council Directory 

(888) 376-9988 

Chairman 

John P. Warren 

(269)214-2610 

JohnWarren@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Vice-chairman 

Robert Moody, Jr 

(269) 783-9379 

Bob.Moody@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Treasurer 

Eugene Magnuson 

(269) 783-9297 

Eugene.Magnuson@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Secretary 

Faye Wesaw 

(269)782-1864 

Faye.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Steve Winchester 

(269) 591-0119 

Steve.Winchester@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Thomas Wesaw 

(269)783-6831 

Tom.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.govov 


Member at large 

Michaelina Martin 

(269) 783-9260 

Micky.Martin@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Andy Jackson 

(269) 783-9340 

Andy.Jackson@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Roger Rader 

(269) 783-9039 

Roger.Rader@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Elders Representative 

Carl Wesaw 
(269) 240-8092 

Carl.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Executive Secretary 

Kelly Curran 

(269) 591-0604 

Kelly.Curran@pokagonband-nsn.gov 


Elders Council Directory 

Elders Hall (800)859-2717 or (269)782-0765 


Chair 

Stanley Morseau 
(269) 462-5797 

Vice Chair 

Maxine Margiotta 
(269)783-6102 

Secretary 

Audrey Huston 
(269) 591-4519 


Treasurer 

Clarence White 

(269) 876-1118 

Member at Large 

Cathy Ford 


Senior Youth Council Directory 


Chairman 

Collin Church 

Collin.Church@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Treasurer 

Alex Wesaw 

Alex.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Secretary 

Cassondra Church 

Cassondra.Church@pokagonband-nsn.gov 


Member at large 

Michael Gamache 

Michael.Camache@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Skyler Daisy 

Skyler.Daisy@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Nicole Holloway 

Interim Youth Culture Coordinator 

(269) 462-4325 


Junior and Senior Youth Council Members Wanted 

Both Senior and Junior Youth Councils are open to any Pokagon youngster. 
Anyone can join, and eventually run for the executive board. Besides the 
age divisions, there are differences between the two groups. The Junior 
Youth Council provides a voice for native youth between the ages of 1 2 
and 18. The Council promotes the development of future tribal leaders 
through educational attainment and Potawatomi language, culture, pride, 
and identity. The Junior Youth Council also coordinates community service 
projects and provides opportunities for native youth to interact for fun 
and friendship. 


The Senior Youth Council provides a voice for Pokagon citizens between 
the ages of 1 8 and 24. The Senior Youth Council also coordinates 
community service projects and provides opportunities for Pokagon young 
adults to interact for fun and friendship. The Council mobilizes members 
toward positive goals, promotes the development of future tribal leaders and 
educates native youth about tribal government. 
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Morseau/Morsaw Family Meeting 

Sunday, May 24 | 5:00 p.m. 

Rodgers Lake Pavilion 

Open discussion on having a family 
reunion and what kind of activity we will 
be having at ourfamily reunion. If you 
have any questions, please contact 

Lucinda Craverette-Smith 
Cell (269) 3301 677 
Home (269) 782-4047 

Cathy Ford 

Cell (269) 783-9380 

Home (269) 462 -9943 



Happy Birthday to the bestest 
Auntie ever!! Enjoy your day and 
we love you!! 

Love, 

Jessie, Darrell, The E's (Ethan and 
Emily) Bubba (Darrell) 



Happy 1 3th birthday Caitlin 
Williams! 

Love your fa m & your clan 



Happy 17th birthday to my 
daughter Jazlynn Nicole Hemsley 

May 4, and congratulations on all 
you've excelled in and your many 
talents (including playing snare 
drum, cymbals, piano, guitar, and 
saxophone)! From being elected 
president of the junior class at 
Benton Harbor High School, to 
serving as an integral part of the 
drum line, to earning the honor of 
drum majorforthe marching band, 
to winning a disc jockey award in a 
radio talk show competition, we're 
so proud of you! 


Joy Noble 



2015 Oshke Kno Kewewen PowWow 

Volunteers Wanted 

Saturday-Sunday, May 23-24, 201 5 
Rodgers Lake PowWow Pavilion 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Golf cart driving 50/50 Raffle ticket Security patrol 

Parking sa l es Dancer registration 

Camping registration Transport trolley Dancer payouts 

T-shirt sales supervision 

Shifts are generally 4 hours. Volunteers receive a t-shirt and a 
Saturday (4:30 p.m.) meal ticket. 

If interested in volunteering or for more information, contact 
Marchell Wesaw at (269) 462-4204 or marchell.wesaw@ 
pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 

GO© 

POKACON.COM 


GYANKOBJEGEMEN 

STAY CONNECTED 
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

THE EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAM 


Gwifewe'ameH 

Honoring Our Pokaqon Children (HOPC) Workshop 

Saturday, June 6, 201 5 
1 1 :00 am-2:00 PM 
Community Center 

27043 Potawatomi Trail | Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

Upon registration, families can nominate a child to be presented 
an HOPC award, which covers a variety of accomplishments 
including perfect attendance, good grades, improvement in 
the classroom, community involvement, athletics, dance, etc. 

There will be hot dogs, hamburgers, and refreshments, a bouncy 
house, face-painting, cultural activities, raffles, etc. Children can 
participate in a photo shoot with Clifford the Big Red Dog. 


For a description of the full meaning behind Cwikwe amen, please see 
www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/departments/education 





M 



Department of Language & Culture 

GTEGAN GISES 
LANGUAGE WORKSHOP 


may 


Saturday, May 16 
1 2:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m. 

Elders Hall 

53237 Town Hall Road, Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

Join Kyle Malott for the May language workshop led 
by our apprentices teaching what they are currently 
learning while living with our fluent speakers in 
Northern Wisconsin. 


GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 

oo© 

POKAGON.COM 






Oshke Kno Kewewen PowWow 

Saturday, May 23-Sunday, May 24, 20 1 5 
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Tribe helps reopen 
historic home. 
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Pokagons plant cedars 
on tribal land. 
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Keep up with 
the Education 
Department. 


Bad debt is history, thanks to Chi Ishobak financial coaching 


Sean Winters, the executive director of Chi Ishobak, often 
invokes Potawatomi ancestors when talking about financial 
wellness. 

“Our ancestors were planners,” he says. “They only took 
what they needed, and celebrated what Mother Earth gave us.” 

Winters, who has headed the Pokagon Band’s Community 
Development Financial Institution for three years, says that 
in village days, the people’s survival depended on managing 
those gifts. It is different today, when the lure of easy credit 
promises a “buy now, pay later” lifestyle. Chi Ishobak offers 
financial wellness courses and individual financial coaching to 
help citizens who are trying to get out of debt and embrace 
planning for their resources. John T. Warren is one citizen 
who took advantage of this service, and in five months he 
has an emergency fund, a savings account and he’s paid off 
$7,000 credit card debt. 

“This whole thing has changed my life in a number of ways. 

I have no worries because if an emergency pops up, I’ve got it 
covered,” Warren said. “It really works.” 

Winters cautions that it's easy to talk about, but hard to live. 

“I’d been using credit cards for this and that, and had gotten 
turned down for loans in the past,” Warren remembered. 

“Sean offered help with a budget, but I wasn’t ready for it.” 

But late last year, Warren knew he was ready. 

“In December something hit me, and I knew I was tired of 
the stress and wondering where the money would come from. 
Sean motivated me to start it, and I haven’t stopped.” 

“When you look at it on paper, I didn’t do anything; it’s all 
John’s work,” said Winters. 

What exactly did Warren do? Made (and stuck to) a budget. 
Reduced eating out. Started an emergency fund. And every 
extra dollar went to paying off credit card debt. 

Winters provided personal coaching. Not telling Warren 
what to do, but asking questions, gathering info, offering 



options, and empowering him. Winters recognizes that it’s 
hard to trust someone with such a sensitive subject, but he 
assures confidentiality, trust, and no judgment. 

“It was hard at first, but I was ready to make the 
commitment,” Warren said. “If my mobile bank balance 
doesn’t match up, if I need moral support, I call Sean, bring 
him in some receipts. It feels real good.” 

Warren estimates that by end of May all his credit card 
debt will be paid, and his truck will be paid off by November. 
After that he’ll save three months’ worth of expenses. 

“I’ve never seen anyone do this so quickly and be so 
committed from ground zero,” said Winters. “We saw changes 
within two weeks.” 

Winters emphasizes that it’s all about planning, just as the 
ancestors knew. 

“Surviving the winter wasn’t possible without planning. 
Today, you can experience a death of spirit under financial 
stress. Each week John’s posture got a bit better, and I haven’t 
seen him without a smile since. His pride has increased. He’s 
doing this not just for himself, but for his community.” 
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LAUNCH program works for Pokagon kids across departments 


Since receiving a large grant in 2012 from 
Project LAUNCH (a federal initiative 
that stands for Linking Actions to Unmet 
Needs for Children's Health), the Pokagon 
Band has put numerous programs in place 
to promote positive mental health for 
Pokagon children under age 8 and 
their families. 

“We decided a good approach was funding a program that 
already existed, or starting or funding a program that didn't 
yet,” said JT Laraway, the young child wellness coordinator 
with the Pokagon Social Services Department and the 
LAUNCH grant manager. 

So the team went first to Head Start, an existing program 
for kids in that precise age group. 

LAUNCH funded weekly mental health consultations 
and screenings for Head Start students and provided 
training promoting positive mental health for staff, parents 
and families. 


“We wanted to help prevent kids being caught in a system 
of medication and treatment,” said Laraway. “Or not having 
medication or treatment, and dealing with that too. Our aim 
was to help staff navigate family challenges and teach positive 
ways to deal with feelings.” 

Laraway reports that it’s going really well, and that 
staff love the consultations. Plus Head Start became a 
focus of a scholarly article on this approach, grabbing 
national recognition. 

The next step was to invite Pokagon parents to a parenting 
program. PPP — which stands for Positive Parenting 
Program — is a ten-session course that pairs mothers and 
fathers with a trained facilitator and progresses at a pace 
the parents need. Two family services workers with Social 
Services became trained in PPP, and the results have been 
heartening. 

“Parents really enjoy it,” said Laraway, “It has ended in 
several family reunifications, and an adoption.” 

Please turn to page 1 4 
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Per Capita Savings Plan under consideration 

You may have read the article in last month's Pokegnek Yajdanawa describing 
a potential new savings plan for citizens. Pending approval by the voters in a 
referendum in July's general election, this plan lets adult Pokagon citizens choose 
to voluntarily defer part of all of their per capita payments each month until a set 
future date. 

This Savings Plan puts options and choices in your hands. You choose whether 
to defer, how much to defer, and how long to defer. Some citizens have already 
considered this proposal, and have ideas about their possibilities. This Plan allows 
them to build a nest egg for a college education, a major purchase like a home, or 
save for retirement. Visit www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/departments/ 
finance/ capita/ capita-savings-plan to read their stories. 


The Savings Plan would require an amendment to the Pokagon Band’s Gaming 
Revenue Allocation Plan (RAP), adding language that allows citizens the 
opportunity to defer per capita payments into this Savings Plan. If the amendments 
are approved, the Savings Plan will take effect January 1, 2016. 

For more details and frequently asked questions, visit www.pokagonband- 
nsn.gov/government/departments/fmance/capita/capita-savings-plan 




Summer Ceremonies & Teachings 

Hosted by Fish and Turtle Clans 

Saturdayjune 20 

Rodgers Lake Pavilion 
58620 Sink Road I Dowagiac, Ml 

Sunrise Ceremony | 6:30 am Sunset Ceremony | 8:00 pm 

Longhouse in the campgrounds Longhouse in the campgrounds 

Conducted byTBA Conducted byTBA 

All Water Clan pipe carriers are invited to bring their pipes to the ceremonies. Please dress for the 
weather and, for evening ceremonies, bring a dish to pass. For information on the ceremonies, please 
contact Kevin Daugherty at (269) 591-1 230. 

Please note, ceremonies are restricted to Natives and spouses. There may come a day when ceremonies 
are open to all, but there is much healing that must take place first within the community. We askthat 
everyone respect this decision. 


Cultural Teachings on Clan Roles | Saturday, June 20 

Language £r Culture is offering teachings to the community between 1 1 :00 am and 5:00 pm. 
For more information about these teachings, please contact Patty Jo Kublick at (269) 462-5376 
or pattyjo.kublick@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


Mens Sweat and Womens Sweat | TBA 

For more information about the mens sweat, please contact Kevin Daugherty at 
(269) 591-1 230. For more information about the womens sweat, please contact 
Patty Jo Kublick at (269) 462-5376 or pattyjo.kublick@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 



POKACON.COM 



GYANKOBJEGEMEN 

STAY CONNECTED 

oo© 

POKACON.COM 


DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

THE EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAM 


Gtvikwe'amett 

Honoring Onr Pokagon Children (HOPC) Workshop 

Saturdayjune 6, 201 5 
ll:00am-2:00 PM 
Community Center 

27043 Potawato mi Trail | Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

Upon registration, families can nominate a child to be presented 
an HOPC award, which covers a variety of accomplishments 
including perfect attendance, good grades, improvement in 
the classroom, community involvement, athletics, dance, etc. 

There will be hot dogs, hamburgers, and refreshments, a bouncy 
house, face-painting, cultural activities, raffles, etc. Children can 
participate in a photo shoot with Clifford the Big Red Dog. 


For a description of the full meaning behind Cwikwe amen, please see 
www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/departments/education 


— 


Pokegnek Yajdanawa 


Pokegnek Yajdanawa is the monthly voice of Pokegnek 
Bodewadmik, the Pokagon Band of the Potawatomi. 

Citizens are encouraged to submit original letters, stories, 
pictures, poetry and announcements for publication in 
Pokegnek Yajdanawa. Submissions are subject to the established 
guidelines. 


The deadline for citizen submissions for the newsletter is always 
the fourteenth of each month. Please send items for publication to: 

Pokegnek Yajdanawa 
Box 180 

Dowagiac, MI 49047 

Pokagon.Newsletter@PokagonBand-nsn.gov 
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Havilah Beardsley House shares Potawatomi heritage 



The freshly restored Havilah Beardsley House on 
Beardsley Street in downtown Elkhart held its grand 
opening on Sunday, May 3. Chairman John Warren 
was the first to speak, and he spoke about the deep 
connection this house and the Beardsley family has 
with the Potawatomi people from the area. 



The land on which the house sits once belonged 
to Pierre Moran, a Kickapoo native by birth, but 
Potawatomi tribe leader by choice. Through either 
a transaction or gift, Moran gave the land to Dr. 
Havilah Beardsley in 1831. 



Potawatomi displays can be viewed inside the house 
museum, open for guided tours Tuesday - Saturday, 
10 a.m.to 3 p.m.and Sunday, I p.m.to 3 p.m. Prices 
are $5 for adults and $2 for students. Children 
admitted free with adult. 


Pokagon Band of Potawatomi | Department of Housing 

r 

Pokegnek Edawat Village Annual 

GARAGE SALE 

June 5, 6 and 7 I 9:00 am-4:00 pm 
June 1 2, 1 3 and 1 4 | 9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Potawatomi Trail 

(next to the Community Center off of Dailey Road) 


Household items, clothes, furniture, tools and other miscellaneous items 
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Walking Works Challenge still open for registrations 


The 2015 Walking Works Challenge began in May, 
but the workouts continue through this month, 
concluding July 5. Pokagon Band citizens and 
employees are racing against other tribes in ^ 
Michigan to perform the most exercise this * 
summer. ^ 


You can join the team at 
walkingworkschallenge.com. If you participated 
in the past, go to your account and click 
“Edit Account.” Choose “2015 Tribe to Tribe 
Community Challenge.” For team, choose 
Pokagon. 

If you haven’t participated before, click 
“Register Now” to begin. After adding your 
personal information, choose the “Michigan, 

Blue Cross and Blue Shield” plan, then the 
“2015 Tribe to Tribe Blues Community Challenge,” 
and finally the “Pokagon Band of Potawatomi” team. 


Walking 

Work? 

Challenge 



Now you’re ready to record your workouts and 
daily steps. Visit the site during each segment 
to login (using the email and password you 
entered when you registered) , and add your 
steps taken, minutes exercised, or miles 
travelled. The teams with the most recorded 
exercise will win cash prizes from Blue 
Cross Blue Shield of Michigan. Our Wellness 
Center will use any of our winnings to offer 
fun programs and activities to citizens and 
employees. 

Please contact Liz Leffler at elizabeth. 
leffler@pokagonband-nsn.gov know if you 
have any questions. 


Recording Segments 

Sunday, May 24 Begin second segment 

End of second reporting segment 
5 p.m. deadline for reporting 
activity 

Begin third (last) segment 
End of program 

5 p.m. Tinaldeadline for reporting 
activity 


Saturday, June 13 

Sunday, June 14 
Sunday, July 5 


Mini Olympics makes for big event 

The Mini Olympics may sound small, but it's a big event open to all. On Sunday, 
June 7, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., the Pokagon Sports Facility will be covered with 
athletes and spectators. 

This day will mimic the Michigan Indian Family Olympics, with running events, 
softball throw, free throw challenge, tug-of-war, the long jump, and more. Healthy 
food and beverages will be available. 

The Mini Olympics will also serve as the final qualifying event for those who 
have been working toward the Olympics incentive package, but you do not need to 
be working toward the incentive package to attend. 

Come participate or cheer community members on. Everyone is also welcome 
to attend the July Family Olympics in Mount Pleasant. 


Mishkowze I Be strong. Do well 


Join the staff at Pokagon Health Services 
to better understand your health, take 
steps to improve your wellness, and 
support others in their efforts. We'll 
meet at 5 p.m. on the second Thursday 

June 11 July 9 

Men’s Health Awareness UV Safety 

National Cancer Survivors 


of each month at the Pokagon Health 
Center to hear from experts on health 
topics of the month, to share a meal and 
to give prizes. 

August 13 

Immunization Awareness 

Ovarian Cancer Awareness 

National Suicide & Prevention Awareness 


Kee-Boon-Mein-Kaa committee looking for remembrances and memorabilia for 30th pow wow celebration 

The KMBK PowWow Committee is asking for historical information for the To participate or for more information, contact Marchell Wesaw at (269) 462-4204 

2015 PowWow. Let us know if: or at marchell.wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov. by July 2. 

• You ever served on the KBMK PowWow Committee. If so, when and in 
what capacity; 

• If you have photos from past KBMK pow wows, especially those from St. Pat's 
Park; and 

• If you have memorabilia (programs, flyers, t-shirts) you would like to share. 



Your love shelters our children. 

Pokagon Band families foster. 


Neshnabe teachings say that caring for the children is 
everyone’s responsibility. Traditionally, extended family and clan 
family members would take responsibility for their children if 
parents couldn’t. 

Today many Pokagon children need your help. Becoming a 
tribal foster parent isn’t difficult. Besides getting a background 
check and a license, all you need is patience, caring and 
commitment. Licensing classes are free; many counties 
reimburse for child care while you take classes. 


“I would suggest anybody give it a try, the process is nothing 
like what you might imagine,” says one foster parent. “The need 
was greater than what you’d expect.” 

For this parent, one of the best parts of fostering has been 
seeing how happy the children are. “It opens your eyes and 
helps you become more involved in your own culture, and how 
important it is for the whole community to be a family.” 

To learn more about fostering Pokagon children, please 
contact the Department of Social Services at (269) 462-4216. 
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June is Men’s Health Care Awareness Month 

By Liz Leffler, community health nurse 

Did you know that men die at higher rates from the top ten causes of death than 
women? Men are also victims of over 90 percent of workplace deaths. Furthermore, 
women are 100 percent more likely to visit the doctor for annual examinations and 
receive preventative services than men. Depression in men often goes undiagnosed, 
which contributes to men being four times as likely to commit suicide. 

Testosterone is linked to higher levels of LDL, the bad cholesterol, and declines in 
the HDL, the good cholesterol. The good news is that June is the perfect time to 
become better educated about how to improve men’s health. Join us for the June 
Mishkowze community health dinner series and get healthy! 

The top 10 diseases that can lead to death in men are listed below: 

HEART DISEASE Heart disease is the number one killer of men in the 
United States. The heart is like any other muscle, requiring blood to supply oxygen 
and nutrients for it to function. The coronary arteries are at risk for narrowing as 
cholesterol deposits, called plaques, build up inside the artery. If the arteries narrow 
enough, blood supply to the heart muscle may be slowed, and this slowing of blood 
flow to the heart causes pain, or angina. Angina should not be ignored and often is. 
Contact your primary care provider to discuss these symptoms if they occur. 

A heart attack (myocardial infarction) occurs when a plaque ruptures, allowing 
a blood clot to form, which can be life-threatening. The blood clot completely 
obstructs the artery, stopping blood flow to part of the heart muscle, and that 
portion of muscle dies. 

The major risk factors for heart disease include smoking, high blood pressure, 
high cholesterol, diabetes, and family history. While one cannot control their family 
history, the other factors can be controlled and the risks minimized. 

CANCERS Lung cancer is the number one killer among cancers in men, and 
most are preventable. Smoking causes 90 percent of all lung cancers, and while the 
number of smokers in the United States has decreased in the past generation, 20 
percent of teenagers smoke and will be the future victims of lung cancer. 

Prostate cancer affects the prostate gland. Prostate cancer is the most common 
cancer among men, and is a disease of aging and is rarely seen in men younger than 
50 years of age. Often prostate cancer causes no symptoms and is diagnosed with 
routine screening tests including a rectal examination to feel the prostate and a PSA 
blood test. The cure rate for prostate cancer has increased since the wide spread use 
of PSA testing began. 

Colon and rectal cancers tie with prostate cancer as the second most common 
cause of cancer deaths in men. There are few symptoms in the early stages of colon 
and rectal cancers, thus the diagnosis is often made by routinely screening the stool 
for occult blood (blood that is not visible to the naked eye but can be found by 
testing the stool sample) and undergoing routine screening colonoscopy. Colon 
cancer can be nearly completely preventable with timely colonoscopy screenings. 

Living a healthy lifestyle decreases the potential risk of developing cancer. 

Regular exercise, a healthy diet, and avoiding toxins in the environment (including 
smoking and secondhand smoke) are positive lifestyle changes that the average 
person can control during their lifetime. 

INJURIES Accidents happen and the key to minimizing the risk of death is to use 
common sense and avoid potentially dangerous situations. 

Simple actions like wearing a seatbelt while in a car, wearing a helmet when 
cycling, skiing, skateboarding, or other activities where head injuries occur help 
decrease risk of death in an accident. Driving while impaired on drugs or alcohol 
is never acceptable and causes a dangerous situation not only for the driver but for 
those around him. Most accidents happen around the house and routine prevention 
can help decrease those accidents. Easy fixes include making sure that floors 
aren't slippery or wet, stair railings are secure, and walks and driveways are well 
maintained and well lit at night. Smoke and carbon monoxide detectors can only 
work if their batteries are fresh. 

STROKE A stroke occurs when blood supply to part of the brain is disrupted, 
causing brain cells to die. Blood flow can be compromised by a variety of 
mechanisms. This can occur because blood supply has been cut off (ischemia) 
or because there has been bleeding in the brain (hemorrhage) . The risk factors 
for stroke are the same as for heart disease: smoking, high blood pressure, high 
cholesterol, and family history. 

CHRONIC OBSTRUCTIVE PULMONARY DISEASE (COPD) 

Emphysema and chronic bronchitis are the two types of COPD and both are 
most commonly caused by smoking. Due to the toxins in smoke, the lung tissue is 



damaged and loses its ability to transfer oxygen from the inhaled air into the blood 
stream. Symptoms of COPD include shortness of breath and wheezing. COPD 
increases the risk of lung infection including pneumonia. 

DIABETES The pancreas makes insulin to help cells use glucose for energy. 
Diabetes describes the situation where insulin function in the body is abnormal. 

• Type 1 diabetes usually occurs in people younger than 40 where the body's 
immune system destroys the insulin producing cells in the pancreas. 

• More than 80 percent of people with diabetes have type 2 diabetes. Poorly 
controlled diabetes increases blood sugar levels in the bloodstream and in the 
long-term, affects the small blood vessels in the body, which can lead to multi- 
organ failure. Poorly controlled diabetes can cause vascular disease leading to 
heart attacks, strokes, limb amputations, kidney failure, blindness, and nerve 
damage (diabetic neuropathy). Diabetes prevention and control include eating a 
well-balanced diet, maintaining a healthy weight, and routinely exercising, and 
keeping active. 

INFLUENZA AND PNEUMONIA A healthy lifestyle and healthy body makes 
for a strong immune system that can fight common infections like influenza (flu). It 
is important to follow public health recommendations for routine immunizations 
to reduce the risk of contracting the flu, and its complications such as pneumonia. 

SUICIDE Thoughts of self-harm are not normal. They should not be ignored by 
a man or his family or friends, and should be considered an emergency situation. 
Depression can become overwhelming and potentially life-threatening. Men with 
depression may be able to function reasonably well on a day to day basis and may 
be reluctant to seek help. It may take a crisis situation to finally get a man to agree 
to get medical, psychological, and counseling assistance. Symptoms of depression 
may be subtle and arise slowly. 

KIDNEY DISEASE The kidneys filter impurities from the blood and dispose 
of them in the urine. They are also important in maintaining electrolyte balance 
in the blood. Even in healthy people, aging gradually decreases the efficiency of 
kidney function. Kidney failure is often a result of years of poorly controlled high 
blood pressure and diabetes. In the United States, approximately 26 million people 
have chronic kidney disease. 

ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE Dementia and Alzheimer's disease describes a gradual 
loss of cognition and intellectual ability including language, attention, memory, and 
problem solving is an otherwise healthy person. The cause is unknown and there 
is no cure. Recommendations to decrease the risk of dementia include avoiding 
smoking, and keeping blood pressure, high cholesterol, and diabetes under control. 
Physical and mental fitness may help prevent dementia; keeping socially active may 
also help. 

Screenings and tests that men should receive: 

• Weight and BMI testing 

• Lab work (cholesterol levels, glucose, and other labs per your provider) 

• Blood pressure 

• Colorectal cancer screening age 50 if no family history 

• Depression screenings 

• Skin exams by a dermatologist 

• Prostate exams 

Contact your health care provider for additional information on what diseases 
you should be screened for and ways to keep yourself healthy. 
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Turtle monitoring season begins 



The Pokagon Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is starting a turtle 
monitoring project. Aquatic turtles will be trapped at Rodgers Lake, Gage Lake, 
Sassafras Lake, and small ponds in Hartford and other tribal properties. Turtles will 
not be harmed, just captured, microchipped (so we can identify each individual 
if we recapture them), and released. The objective of the monitoring project is to 
estimate turtle population size on tribal lands. 

This is a great opportunity for tribal citizens to get involved in a DNR project 
and learn about turtles. If you are interested in volunteering, contact the DNR 
at (269) 782-9602 to get on the e-mail notification list for trapping dates, times, 
and locations. 

The DNR is also interested in monitoring box turtles. Box turtles are a species 
of concern in Michigan, with biologists noticing fewer of them in recent years. If 
you see a box turtle, please report it to the DNR. You can do this by calling (269) 
782-9602 and sharing when and where you saw the turtle. The DNR will use this 
information to target locations where we have reports of turtles for further research 
and monitoring. 


Re-establishing northern white-cedars 
on tribal properties 



The Pokagon Department of Natural Resources recently thinned and cleared one 
acre of forested land south of the PowWow circle. The purpose for the clearing 
was to begin re-establishing Northern White-Cedar on tribal properties. The DNR 
held a tree planting ceremony on April 17, where the planting circle was blessed 
and the first tree was ceremonially planted. Following that, an additional 450 trees 
were planted within the circle and 250 trees were planted outside the circle for 
future cedar projects this year. The cedar circle is surrounded by an eight foot fence 
and an outer brush circle to protect the trees from being eaten. There is one main 
entry gate into the circle, to also help eliminate the possibility of trees being eaten. 

The DNR is looking to make additions to the circle this year, possibly adding a 
bench, arch, and a bent tree in the center of the circle. The cedars are very small 
and will need nurturing and time to grow. This is the first circle the DNR has 
created and will also help to serve as a research circle, to see what conditions 
within the circle allow for the best growth, so that conditions can be replicated 
in additional cedar circles in the future. The cedars within the circle will provide 
future generations with the ability to harvest the great medicine. The DNR would 
like to especially thank everyone that came out and blessed the circle and helped to 
plant trees. Thank you! 


What’s that invasive plant? Garlic mustard 
( Alliaria pet io lata) 

Introduced from Europe as a culinary herb and medicinal plant in the mid-1800s, 
garlic mustard is now a serious threat to native species in the Pokagon Band’s ten 
county service area. Garlic mustard can be found in almost any environment and 
crowds out native and rare species wherever it grows. Entire forest floors can be 
composed of garlic mustard once the plant is established. Garlic mustard is a prolific 
seeder, meaning that it has many seeds that are easily spread. The seeds hitch rides 
on any human or animal passing by. Garlic mustard is a biennial plant, meaning 
that it takes two years for the seeds to grow into mature plants that can produce 
seeds. The plant is unpalatable to most grazing animals and wildlife, so it is one 
of the plants left behind after grazing animals move through an area. Additionally, 
this plant produces toxins that prevents other plants from growing nearby. Garlic 
mustard flowers are white and have four petals, the green leaves smell slightly of 
garlic when crushed. The best way to control garlic mustard is through mechanical 
removal on an annual basis. Once pulled, the garlic mustard must be burned or 
thrown away because it will re-establish and seed out even if left in a weed pile. 

If you see garlic mustard, pull it out by the roots and dispose of it properly. Help 
prevent the spread of invasive species in your natural resources. 


What’s that edible plant? Wild asparagus 
( Asparagus officinalis) 



Asparagus is a perennial plant that grows with stout stems and a branched, feathery, 
foliage appearance when mature. Asparagus has been used as a vegetable and a 
medicine historically. Asparagus has diuretic properties and a delicate flavor. This 
plant is mainly eaten when it is young because once the flowers bloom and the 
foliage begins looking more fern-like, the stems become woody. Asparagus is 
low in calories and sodium, but is a good source of for a variety of vitamins and 
minerals including vitamin B6, calcium, magnesium, thiamine, and zinc. However, 
if you have a history of gout, asparagus should be restricted because of purine 
content. Asparagus grows wild in the fields and ditches throughout Michigan and is 
also a cultivated crop in many areas of Michigan. The best time to pick asparagus is 
in May, when the stalks are new and tender, however the best time to see asparagus 
is after it has gone to seed and is feathery/ferny looking, especially in the fall when 
it turns bright yellow. So, if you don’t find it this spring, keep an eye out in the fall 
to be able to know where it will grow next year. 


Gage Lake to be partially closed 

On April 13 through Resolution No. 15-04- 13-01, Tribal Council approved the 
partial closure of Gage Lake, effective until further action by Tribal Council. This 
closure order closes the two-acre portion of Gage Lake depicted in the picture. The 
Department of Natural Resources has posted signs and has placed buoys up on 
Gage Lake to mark the closed section of the lake. This closure should help support 
reproducing populations of fish at Gage Lake and assist fish in the lake to grow and 
develop into larger sizes for fishing. 
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Teri (Theresa) Barber is elder of the month 

I was born in Dowagiac to Mary Ann Cushway and 
John O’Keefe. My Pokagon family includes 12 siblings 
consisting of 8 sisters and 4 brothers. I moved to Elkhart, 
Indiana at the age of five, when I was adopted into the 
family of James and Edna Barber, and their two sons. 

I lived in Elkhart until 2013 when I moved back to 
Dowagiac to reside in a duplex at Pokagonek Edawat — 
you may see me there on any given day, completing my 
three mile per day walk, as healthy living and fitness are 
high priorities that I pursue vigorously. 

I was reunited with my birth family in 2006 and at that 
time, found the ‘missing piece’ of my life’s puzzle (my 


Native heritage). Many questions were answered and mysteries solved, and I have 
embraced my ancestry and heritage. 

I am the administrative assistant and office manager at Mno-Bmadsen, where I 
have worked for four years. Prior to that, I worked at Four Winds Casino Resort/ 
New Buffalo for three years, in the W-Club and as administrative assistant in Guest 
Services. 

I currently serve on the Election Board and have also served as secretary of 
the Enrollment Committee, secretary of the Curriculum Committee, and as an 
alternate on the Election Board. I possess a strong desire to give back to our tribal 
community which promotes such honorable virtues as the Seven Grandfather 
Teachings, and has given so much to me. 



Depth profile created for Gage Lake 



DEPARTMENT OF LANGUAGE & CULTURE + 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 


ONGOING ORAL HISTORY PROJECT 


The Pokagon Department of Natural Resources has created a depth profile 
(bathymetry) map of Gage Lake. Using a Sontek RiverSurveyor, 12,000+ points 
were collected over a five-hour time period. The data collected was then entered 
into ArcGIS software to create the map. Profile contours are in one-foot intervals 
and show a maximum depth of 38 feet for Gage Lake. This information will 
help citizens see the depths in the lake and assist in fishing site selection. This 
information will help the DNR during their water sampling efforts and also assist 
with additional modeling that may be completed regarding Gage Lake in the future. 


WHO: Elders ages 60+ 

WHAT: Oral History Interviews 

WHERE: Elders Hall, or location of elder's choice 

WHEN: Every Monday afternoon. Appointments 
may be accommodated 


The Pokagon Potawatomi Tribal Historic Preservation Office, with guidance from 
the Elders Committee, will be starting an ongoing project to record the stories of 
our elders. These stories will be stored in the Pokagon Potawatomi Archives so that 
the future generations will always know the history of their grandparents. Interview 
topics will be picked by the elders and in the setting of their choice. 


If you are interested in making an appointment, or have any questions 
please call Marcus Winchester at (269) 462-4224 
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Potawatomi tribes announce architecture, engineering, and construction joint venture 


Greenfire Management Services, LLC, a subsidiary of the Potawatomi Business 
Development Corporation, announced recently it has formed a joint venture with 
Seven Generations Architecture & Engineering, LLC, (7GenAE), a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of Mno-Bmadsen, the non-gaming economic development enterprise of 
the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians. 

The 7Gen-Greenfire joint venture will focus on delivering design and 
construction services to federal, state and local agencies. Together Greenfire and 
7 GenAE will act as a full-service contractor with capabilities to assist clients 
throughout the country. From project conception to completion, the joint venture 
offers design, design-build, construction management and general contractor 
services 

7 GenAE was founded in 2012 in Kalamazoo, Michigan and is a trib ally- 
owned, 8(a), Small Disadvantaged, HUBZone business that provides architecture, 
engineering, and construction services. The firm specializes in serving the federal, 
state, municipal, commercial and tribal markets. Greenfire, established in 2010, 
has grown into a leading construction management and owner representation 
firm with a client portfolio that includes major construction projects for some of 
the Midwest’s most successful property developers, as well as the Forest County 
Potawatomi (FCP). 

“Our two firms share similar core values and operating philosophies,” said 
Greenfire President Kip Ritchie. “Like Greenfire, 7GenAE excels at delivering 
projects that are sustainable and energy efficient, while positively impacting the 
local community and supporting the socially responsible efforts of the architectural, 
engineering and construction industry.” 

Added Troy Clay, CEO of Mno-Bmadsen the parent company of 7GenAE,“We 
look forward to collaborating with Greenfire on a broad range of projects for both 
public and private clients. Our overarching philosophy is unwavering. Excellence 
in architectural planning and design, civil engineering, and construction, no matter 
the project, is achieved only through holistic collaboration that maximizes value for 
clients, users and the public.” 

The 7 Gen-Greenfire Joint Venture has offices in Virginia, Wisconsin and 
Michigan. 


About Seven Generations Architecture & Engineering, LLC 

Seven Generations Architecture & Engineering, LLC (7GenAE) was founded 
in 2012 and is a Trib ally- Owned, 8(a), Small Disadvantaged, HUBZone and DBE 
business that is wholly owned by Mno-Bmadsen, the economic development 
enterprise chartered by the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians. The principals 
of Seven Generations have more than 75 years of combined experience in planning, 
architecture, interior design, civil engineering, transportation planning, and 
construction. The firm specializes in in federal, state, municipal, commercial and 
tribal markets. More information on 7GenAE is available at www.7GenAE.com 

About Mno-Bmadsen 

Mno-Bmadsen is the economic development enterprise chartered by the 
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi to establish and grow for-profit business for the 
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians with a focus on long-term sustainability in 
all endeavors. Since creation, the tribe has embraced a network of self-sustaining 
trade and self-reliance within its community. Mno-Bmadsen is the next step in 
sustaining the tribe through mergers, acquisitions and investments that will allow 
them to continue to thrive in the centuries to come. More information on Mno- 
Bmadsen is available at www.Mno-Bmadsen.com. 

About Greenfire Management Services, LLC 

Greenfire Management Services, LLC (“Greenfire”) is a construction management 
and owner’s representative firm located in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Greenfire is a 
wholly owned company of the Potawatomi Business Development Corporation 
(“PBDC”) and is a state-certified, Native American-owned company. For more 
information, visit www.greenfirellc.net. 

About The Potawatomi Business Development Corporation 

The Potawatomi Business Development Corporation is owned and operated by 
the Forest County Potawatomi Community of Wisconsin. The Corporation seeks 
to diversify the tribe’s business interests beyond gaming in an effort to secure the 
future of the tribe for the next 7 generations and beyond. In addition to Greenfire 
Management Services, business holdings include: Potawatomi Federal Solutions, 

1 Prospect Technologies, Data Holdings, Advancia Corporation, Advancia Aeronautics, 
Potawatomi Training, Advancia Technologies and Redhawk. For more information on 
the Potawatomi Business Development Corporation visit www.potawatomibdc.com. 


Pokagon and Michigan State University begin agricultural partnership 

Pokagon Band is developing a plan to expand the tribe's 
agricultural program, and has partnered with Michigan State 
University for ideas and assistance. Today government manager 
Jason M. Wesaw and Becky Richards, compliance officer, met 
with MSU trustee Dianne Byrum, John Norder, director of 
Native American Institute, and agriculture faculty members 
John Whims, William Knudson and Molly Woods, in Lansing 
to hammer out more details. The tribe has more than one 
thousand acres of land that could be managed for agriculture, 
and the opportunities for citizen jobs, sustainability and 
economic development have great potential. Stay tuned for 
more good news about this growing (pun intended!) initiative. 
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Education news 

Help honor the graduates 

The Pokagon Band Department of Education acknowledges recent graduates at a 
banquet Saturday, June 20 from 12-3 p.m. at the Community Center in Dowagiac, 
MI. This year the Education Department is recognizing all recent graduates of the 
following levels of education: GED, high school, college and university If you have 
not yet sent your RSVP kindly do so by June 11 before 5:00 p.m. 

Please keep a look out for the “Honoring the Graduates” form on the Pokagon 
Band website under the Education Department, and notifications on social media. 

Tech trainings offered at Elders Business Meetings 

The workshops have been planned to coincide with the monthly Elders Business 
Meetings and will take place immediately following the meeting. There will be a 
sign up sheet available at the Elders Business Meeting and an announcement will 
be given of the availability. Please plan on attending and bringing your Kindle 
and any questions you may have about this technology or any other technological 
concerns you may have. 

Department of Education installs a Graduation Tree 

The Department of Education Graduation Tree will display every Pokagon Band 
graduate with a leaf placed in his or her honor representing all degrees completed. 
The tree gives recognition to students who demonstrate the characteristics which 
further the mission and goals of Pokagon Band Department of Education by 
completing programs that represent standards of achievement and excellence. 

Everyone that would like to be honored on the tree must submit an application 
and provide a copy of their degree to the Department of Education. Even if you 
have already provided an application and copy of your degree, another one is 
required to be submitted as the past documents may have been misplaced or lost. 
Applications will be accepted year round. 

Student Eligibility Requirements: 

• Nominee must be Pokagon Band citizen. 

• Nominee must have graduated with an Associates, Bachelors, Masters or 
Doctorate degree. 

• Nominee must complete the application 

• Nominee must sign the application attesting to its accuracy. 

• Nominee must send a copy of their diploma. 


Pokagon students enjoy a good story 

Pokagon Band Head Start students 
traveled to Dowagiac s Beckwith 
Theater and heard storyteller Tim 
Lowry of South Carolina perform a 
variety of interactive children’s stories 
on May 13. The field trip was made 
possible by the Dogwood Fine Arts 
Festival, Project LAUNCH, and the 
Pokagon Band’s Early Childhood 
Education program. 



Want to improve your math Compass test score? 

The Pokagon Band Department of Education is looking for 11th and 12th 
grade students interested in attending a Math Boot Camp at Southwestern 
Michigan College. Students will attend a six day boot camp which will focus 
on math concepts and test taking strategies. This boot camp is stress free, student 
friendly refresher math class taught by SMC instructors that will improve your 
child’s Compass score and expose him or her to a college classroom setting. 
Students interested in attending should contact Polly Mitchell at polly.mitchell@ 
pokagonband-nsn.gov or (269) 462-4294. 


Another fun kiddie concert planned 

Did you and your family have a chance to enjoy Wild Kratts Live! in April? The 
Early Childhood Education program has more fun to come. Keep an eye out for 
more details about joining us for The Pop Ups in concert! The Pop Ups (Jason 
Rabinowitz and Jacob Stein) are a musical duo scheduled to perform in August at 
Southwestern Michigan College! Check ‘em out: www.thepopups.com 

Summer Dreamcatchers workshops registration open for high school 
students 

Workshop One: Math Boot Camp 

The Math Boot Camp is a refresher math class that reviews basic math concepts, 
teaches test-taking strategies, and prepares students to take the Compass placement 
test. Boot Camp is designed and led by SMC math instructors. This camp is open 
to 11th and 12th grade students. Dates of this two week course are June 15, 16, 18, 
22, 23, & 25 from 9—11 am. 

Workshop Two: Service Learning 

The service learning project is a teaching and learning strategy that integrates 
meaningful community service with instruction and reflection to enrich the 
learning experience and teach civic responsibility and strengthen community. In 
this workshop students will develop and complete a service learning project. Dates: 
TBA. 

Workshop Three: College Visit 

Interested in attending college after high school? Consider taking a college visit. 
College visits are beneficial for college planning and preparation for several reasons. 
They will help a student make a connection on how certain degrees majors and 
programs offered at the college can assist them with their career goals. They also 
provide students with an opportunity to learn about: Campus life, requirements for 
admission and financial aid. Dates: TBA 



Register at http://vwwv.pokagon.com/government/departments/ 
education/k- 1 2th-grade/dreamcatchers 



For more information, please contact Nicole Holloway at (269) 462-4325 or 
nicoleholloway@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Department of Language & Culture 


South Bend Drum Class 

3733 Locust Road 
South Bend, IN 46614 

6:00 pm-8:00 pm 


2015 

June 3 August 1 5 
July 1 September 2 


October 7 
November 4 


Dowagiac Drum Class 

Department of Language and Culture 
586853 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

6:00 pm-8:00 pm 


2015 

June 1 0 August 1 2 
July 8 September 9 


October 1 4 
November 1 


GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 

go© 

POKAGON.COM 
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Native artist visits One Story community 

By John E by, reprinted from Southwestern Michigan College website 

Editor's note: Mockups were given to 
community members to decorate as part 
of the One Story reading project. Art and 
illustration are a theme in this year's One 
Story selection The Absolutely True Diary of 
a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie. 

Louie Gong didn’t mind being called 
“the Shoe Guy” until he learned it 
meant “little chicken” in Cantonese. 

For the founder of Eighth Generation, 
eight had been a lucky number in 
the Chinese language because, when 
spoken, it sounds like the word for 
prosperity 

“I’m Chinese, Native, French and 
Scottish,” the Canadian American visual 
artist said April 14 at Southwestern 
Michigan College’s Academic Speaker Series in the theatre of the Dale A. Lyons 
Building on the Dowagiac campus. 

Gong, of Seattle, admired Mockups community members created for One Story. 

Mockups originated in 2012 as a do-it-yourself art toy based on his work with 
youth and a desire to make the experience personalizing blank white shoes more 
accessible. 

Last May Eighth Generation launched the Inspired Natives Project, selecting 
two participants. The Inspired Natives Project is both a business initiative and 
an educational initiative. By collaborating with select arts entrepreneurs to 
manufacture products, Gong hopes to expand regional appeal of the Eighth 
Generation brand while simultaneously increasing arts entrepreneurs’ capacity and 
educating the public about tangible costs of cultural appropriation. 

Like Gong a few years ago, they struggled to meet demand with their handmade 
goods because knowledge about how to develop products based on their art — 
and capital needed to do so — was largely absent in their communities, so they 
help each other grow. 

Inspired Natives are individuals whose work appears when in-house designers 
at mainstream companies Google “Native art” for inspiration, with the result more 
“Native-inspired” goods on the market ultimately squeeze out Native artists. 

Born in British Columbia on Aug. 8, 1974, Gong lived with his Chinese 
grandfather and Native grandmother. 

When he was 11, they moved to the Nooksack tribal community near Everson, 
Wash., where Gong stayed until he finished graduate school. 


“I hadn’t thought about Vans since eighth grade, when they were the most 
popular shoe. Everybody had them, it seemed, but me. I was never able to attain 
them because I grew up poor. 

“One night, while watching ‘Family Guy,’ with the only light in the living room 
from the TV, I grabbed a pair of plain Vans, put them on my chest while I was lying 
on the couch and began doodling. I just wanted to express myself in an organic 
way. When I wore them to Muckleshoot College the next day, people saw them, 
thought they were ‘sick’ and wanted to know how to get a pair. My art wasn’t very 
good at that time. They were drawn to the message embedded in the merger of this 
traditional art form, contemporary influences and the pop culture icon, the Vans.” 

In his “whirlwind experience” since, Gong exhibited at the Smithsonian’s 
National Museum of the American Indian and his Facebook fan page reached 
70,000. 

“More importantly,” he said, “I’ve been able to take this thing I really love doing, 
which inspires people to go home, look in the mirror and ask, ‘Who am I?’ and 
make a sustainable living.” 

Gong is known for merging traditional Coast Salish art with influences from his 
urban environment. 

Eagles, wolves, frogs and hummingbirds become abstract designs adorning 
custom shoes. 

“Maybe I’m 20 years behind in my exploration because the arts weren’t present in 
the school where I grew up. Or maybe I’m really lucky I didn’t find the arts until 
I was 34 years old,” Gong said. “At 34, all of a sudden I had this passion for doing 
art. The vehicle that made this niche go was 20 years of professional experience. I 
knew how to manage projects and to talk about my work. Eve had this since I was 
young, but it wasn’t nurtured.” 

The Port Gamble S’klallam Skate Park he designed showed up April 12 in the 
2015 World of Red Bull commercial premiered during the MTV Movie Awards. 

“When I do projects for women, they expect me to design with flowers, 
butterflies, pretty things,” he said. “I don’t think about what other people expect, 
but the reality of my experience. Women are strong leaders and hungry for 
products that represent a multi-dimensional view of who they are.” 

“When you create original art and someone appreciates it, it feels really good,” 
Gong said. “My focus in workshops is creating a positive gateway experience for 
young people around art and identity.” 

One Story partners include SMC, the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi, Dowagiac 
Area History Museum, Dowagiac District Library, Dowagiac Dogwood Fine Arts 
Festival and Dowagiac Union Schools. 
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Riddle 

Last month s riddle winner is Eva Hoekstra who answered, “What does not live 
but can die?” The answer was “battery.” 

Lake Serba has won a gift card for his riddle being selected. Check it out: 

When you went into the woods you got me. 

You hated me yet you wanted to find me. 

You went home with me because you couldn’t find me. 

What was I? 

Mail or e-mail your correct answer to susan.doyle@pokagonband-nsn.gov and 
you will be entered in a drawing to win a gift card. Another way to win is to mail 
or e-mail your own riddle and the person whose riddle is selected for the next 
newsletter will win a gift card. 




Department of Language & Culture 

ABTENIBGISES 
LANGUAGE WORKSHOP 


Saturday, June 20 
1 2:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m. 

Rodgers Lake Pavilion 

58620 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

Join Carla Collins for the June language workshop led by our 
apprentices teaching what they are currently learning while 
living with our fluent speakers in Northern Wisconsin. 

This event is a pot luck. Please bring a side dish to pass. L&C 
will provide the entree and drinks. 

GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 

POKACON.COM 


Saturday, July 25 
1 2:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m. 

Rodgers Lake Pavilion 

58620 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

Join Kyle Malott for the June language workshop led by our 
apprentices teaching what they are currently learning while 
living with our fluent speakers in Northern Wisconsin. 

This event is a pot luck. Please bring a side dish to pass. L&C 
will provide the entree and drinks. 

GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 

oo© 

POKACON.COM 







Demen gise 


Ne'me gizhek SUNDAY 

Ngot gizhek MONDAY 

Nizh gizhek TUESDAY 

Apta gizhek ^ 


Body Pump 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Booty Boot Camp 

Fit Kids 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

L&C Gun Lake Adult Language Class 

2 

Lean Lunch 

Fit Kids 

L&C Youth After School Program 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

Body Pump 

Fit Kids 

L&C Hartford Lang 
L&C Gun LakeYoutl 
Zumba 

7 

Edawat Garage Sale 

MIFO | Mini Olympics 

8 

Body Pump 

Summer College Internships begin 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Booty Boot Camp 

Fit Kids 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

L&C Gun Lake Adult Language Class 

9 

Lean Lunch 

Fit Kids 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

Body Pump 

Fit Kids 

L&C Hartford Lang 
L&C Gun LakeYoutl 

Zumba 

14 

0 15 

Body Pump 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Booty Boot Camp 

Fit Kids 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

L&C Gun Lake Adult Language Class 

Lean Lunch ^ 

Fit Kids 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

Body Pump 

Fit Kids 

L&C Hartford Lang 
L&C Gun LakeYoutl 
Zumba 

Culture Camp: grades 6-12 





21 

22 

Body Pump 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Booty Boot Camp 

Fit Kids 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

L&C Gun Lake Adult Language Class 

23 

Lean Lunch 

Fit Kids 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

Body Pump 

PHS Healthy Lunch 
Fit Kids 

Zumba 

L&C Hartford Lang 
L&C Gun LakeYoutl 

Culture Camp: grades 2-5 

28 

29 

Body Pump 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Booty Boot Camp 

Fit Kids 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

L&C Gun Lake Adult Language Class 

30 

Lean Lunch 

Fit Kids 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

Body Pump 

Fit Kids 

Zumba 

L&C Hartford Lang 
L&C Gun LakeYoutl 





s 
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A/EDNESDAY 

Nyewgizhek THURSDAY 

Nyano gizhek FRIDAY 

Odanke gizhek SATURDAY 

3 

uage Class 
i Language Class 

4 

Lean Lunch 

EDU Elders E-Reader Workshop 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

Circuit Training 

5 

Body Pump 

Edawat Garage Sale 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

Elder and Child South Bend Cubs 

Game 

6 

Edawat Garage Sale 

Gwikwe'amen: Honoring Our 

Pokagon Children 

Zumba 

10 

uage Class 
i Language Class 

11 

Mishkowze: Cancer Survivors & 

Men's Health 

Lean Lunch 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

Circuit Training 

12 

Body Pump 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

13 

Tribal Council Meeting 

Zumba 

17 

;uage Class 
i Language Class 

18 

Lean Lunch 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

Circuit Training 

19 

Body Pump 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

Zumba 20 

Language Workshop 

Honoring the Graduates Banquet 








24 

presentation 

;uage Class 
i Language Class 

25 

Lean Lunch 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

Circuit Training 

26 

Body Pump 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

27 

Zumba 

July 1 

;uage Class 
h Language Class 

Lean Lunch ,U ' y2 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

L&C Potawatomi Language Talking Circle 
Circuit Training 

July 3 

Tribal Government offices closed in 
observance of Independence Day 

July 4 

Independence Day 


Please visit www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov/calendar or call (800) 5 1 7-0777 for more details on these events. 
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LAUNCH program works for Pokagon kids across departments, continued from page one 


Several LAUNCH-funded services are now offered via Pokagon Health Services. 
Behavioral Health counselor Shaun West is certified in Infant Mental Health (see 
related article from August 2014 s Pokegnek Yajdanawa), and this credential allows 
Behavioral Health to see kids under five. Through the Reach Out and Read 
initiative, PHS health care providers give books to kids when they come in for 
their annual well child visit. 

“This reinforces literacy, which is an indicator of good mental health,” said 
Laraway. 

“And reading is a developmental milestone.” 

LAUNCH funding has also made it possible for PHS to hire an integrative care 
specialist. This specialist acts as an intermediary for a high-need patient until an 
appointment can be made with Behavioral Health. This addition earned PHS’s 
clinic the highest distinction of integrative care according to the U.S.’s Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Administration. Additionally, community health nurses 
now use LAUNCH funding to promote breast feeding, purchase more breast 
pumps to loan, and better supply the maternal infant health program. 

“LAUNCH funds these programs, and plays a behind the scenes role in helping 
them administer services,” said Laraway. 


As for community events, LAUNCH supports many: the annual baby 
celebrations, the historical trauma community conversations and the literacy event 
May 16 all promote positive mental health for children and their families. And the 
Education Department has a staff person focusing on programming for birth to 4th 
grade, so that service aligns with LAUNCH. The Gwikwe’amen workshops are a 
good example of this teamwork. 

“We collaborate on a lot,” Laraway said. “It’s definitely making an impact.” 

Keep up with all that LAUNCH is planning here: www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
government/ departments/ social-services/ programs/ project-launch 


Pokagon Lego League team celebrates in Schaumburg 


Lego League team members and their families 
traveled to Schaumburg, Illinois for a fun-filled day 
April 25. The group boarded the Pokagon Band 
bus in the early morning. The first stop was lunch 
at Game Works restaurant and arcade, followed by 
LegoLand Discovery Center and gift shop. At the 
Discovery Center, our young Lego enthusiasts were 
able to see what cool projects can be made using 
nothing but Lego blocks. The next stop was the 


Woodland Mall Lego Store where the team members 
spent gift cards on new building kits. 

The kids were overflowing with excitement to get 
home and start playing, but before that could happen, 
there was one final stop to make: Medieval Times 
Dinner and Tournament! Everyone enjoyed eating 
foods from the Middle Ages, such as “dragon wings” 
directly with their hands. . ..no utensils allowed. As 
course after course was served, a live tournament of 


games played out in the arena. There was jousting, 
horseback riding, sword fighting, and falconry. The 
Lego team joined in the revelry as they cheered 

for their Yellow Knight to be the victor. It was a 
happy and tired bunch who pulled into Dowagiac that 
night- a group of friends brought together by the love 
of Legos. 
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Notice of Open Alternate Position | Election Board 

POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Tribal Council is seeking letters of interest 
and resumes from Pokagon Band citizens who are interested to fill one 
Alternate member position on the Election Board. This appointment will be 
for an approximately four year term that will expire January 31 , 201 9. The 
Election Board is a five person Board with two Alternates whose members 
are appointed by the Tribal Council. The Election Board is responsible for 
conducting Pokagon Band elections, maintaining a list of registered voters, 
and reviewing membership petitions, initiatives, and referendums. Alternates 
are not members of the Election Board, but Alternates do assist the Election 
Board in fulfilling its responsibilities and attend Election Board meetings. 
Alternates will be seated and vote in the absence of an Election Board 
member. 

QUALIFICATIONS. Alternates must meet all eligibility requirements 
applicable to members of the Election Board. To be eligible for appointment 
to the Election Board, a Pokagon Band citizen must: 

1 . Be an eligible voter of the Pokagon Band; 

2. Be at least twenty-five (25) years of age; 

3. Not be incarcerated for any criminal conviction; 

4. Not be presently a member of or candidate for Tri ba I Council, the Tribal 
Judiciary, the Ethics Board, orthe Salary Commission; and 

5. Not have been convicted within the last ten (10) years of a crime subject 
to imprisonment for a term of one (1 ) year or longer, excepting those 
crimes determined by the Election Board to relate to the furtherance of 
the Band’s tribal sovereignty rights. 

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. A potential appointee must be present at 
the meeting at which the Tribal Council will interview potential appointees 
for the Alternate position, provided that the Tribal Council may for good 
cause waive such requirement. The Tribal Council has not yet established 
the meeting date at which it will interview potential appointees. Prior to 
any appointment, the Tribal Council will make a determination whether the 
interested person meets the qualifications required to serve as an Alternate 
on the Election Board. In orderto make this determination, all persons 
seeking appointment must undergo a limited criminal background check 
performed by the Pokagon Band Tribal Police to ensure that the candidate 
meets the qualifications to serve. Thus, all persons interested in appointment 
must complete an Authorization to Conduct Criminal Background. You must 
contact Kateri Dayson or Katy Morseau, the Election Clerks, at (269) 782- 
9475 or (888) 782-9475 to obtain an Authorization to Conduct Criminal 
Background Check Form. 


TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for and 
attend Election Board meetings, conduct elections, and perform the business 
of the Election Board will vary. The Election Board is typically busier during 
the time leading up to and during the General Election and Elders Election. 
Additionally, there may be Referendums, Special Elections, Petitions, and 
Recalls that will require Election Board action. General Elections occur on 
the second Saturday of July and Elders Council Elections occur on the 
second Saturday of November. The dates of the Election Board meetings 
vary, but typically occur after 5:00 PM. On average, a Board member can 
anticipate a time commitment of approximately 1 0 to 25 hours per month, 
with the busiest time being the months of May, June, July, September, 
October, and November. 

COMPENSATION. Alternates may be compensated as independent 
contractors for service to the Election Board at rates established by the Tribal 
Council, only if seated at an Election Board meeting in the absence of an 
Election Board member. In addition, Alternates are entitled to reimbursement 
for mileage when using their personal vehicle to attend meetings and for 
other Election Board business in accordance with the Pokagon Band’s Travel 
Policy. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As Public Officials, Alternates are subject 
to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the Code of Ethics may be 
obtained from the Band’s website atwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

HOWTO APPLY. Poka gon Band citizens who meet the qualifications, 
and are willing to be considered for appointment to fill the Alternate 
position, must submit all of the following: (1 ) a written statement of interest; 
(2) a resume; and (3) a completed "Authorization to Conduct Criminal 
Background Check” Form, by one of the following methods: 

Mail: Jessica Howell, Administrative Assistant to Tribal Council 
PO. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Jessica Howell, Administrative Assistant to Tribal Council 
Email: Jessica.Howell@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

QUESTIONS. If you have questions concerning the Election Board, please 
contact the Election Board offices at (269) 782-9475 or (888) 782-9475. For 
additional information about the Election Board and the election process, 
you may also consult the Band’s Election Code, which is posted on the Band’s 
website atwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/boards/election-board. 

DEADLINE. This posting will remain open until filled. 
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Notice of Open Positions I Pokagon Promise Committee 

POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Pokagon Band Tribal Council is seeking 
letters of interest and resumes from Pokagon Band Citizens for four (4) 
Committee member positions on the Pokagon Band Promise Committee (the 
“Committee”). The Pokagon Promise Committee is responsible for: 

• Re-establishing the historical relationship with the University 
of Nofre Dame. 

• To assure Potawatomi values are infused in tribal policies and each 
instructional program offered by thefribe. 

• Participate in coordinating efforts of committees, boards and 
commissions so they match needs and request of Tribal Council. 

• Participation in any events or outside meetings with other entities 
that take place. 

• Giving input on decisions made by the Committee 

TIME COMMITMENT. Com mittee Members are expected to attend 
all Committee meetings, which are typically held at 5:30 p.m. on the third 
Monday of the month at the Band’s administrative offices located at 58620 
Sink Road, Dowagiac, Michigan. 

EDIBILITY. All persons who wish to serve as a Member of the Committee 
must: (a) be a Pokagon Band Citizen; (b) read and review all documents and 
other information provided to Committee members; (c) attend Committee 
meetings; (d) actively participate in work of the Committee; (e) provide 
thoughtful input to the deliberations of the Committee; (f) work towards 
fulfilling the Committee’s purpose and work plan; (g) execute and return 
to the Tri ba I Council Chairperson, the Committee Member Commitment 
Pledge; and (h) Perform such ofher duties as may be specified by the 
Committee, required under Pokagon Band Law or as expressly directed 
by Tribal Council. 

COMPENSATION. Committee Members are independent contractors and 
compensated for service to the Committee at rates established by the Tribal 
Council. Currently, Committee Members are compensated in the amount of 
$75 per Committee meeting. In addition, Committee members are entitled 
to reimbursement for mileage when using their personal vehicle to attend 
meetings and for ofher Committee business in accordance with the Band’s 
Travel Policy. 


Free Legal Aid 

For Pokagon Band Citizens 
Starting November 4, 2014 

Do you need advice or assistance with a legal issue? The Pokagon Band of Potawatoinl Indians 
arranged tor Michigan Indian Legal Services (MLS) to provide legal services to Pokagon Band 
citizens (and in some instances, spouses of Pokagon Band citizens) regarding certain types of legal 
issues, such as: 


* Criminal Matters in * Guardianship and 

Pokagon Band Tribal Court Conservatorships 

(if you are indigent). 

* Real Estate 

• Power of Attorney (Medical Matters 

and/or Financial) 


• Simple Wills, 


* Landlord Tenant 
Matters 


* General legal advice 
regarding Michigan 
law 

• General legal advice 
on Pokagon Band 
law 


Except for criminal mailers in Pokagon Band Tribal Court, there are no asset or income restrictions 
applicable to Pokagon Band citizens receiving free legal services from MLS, Not all legal services 
provided include re presentation in coul, in some instances the available legal services are limited to 
document review, document preparation, a nd/br providing legal advice. The attorney from MILS is 
licensed to practice law In the State of Michigan only and therefore, the advice and legal services 
provided wiH be limited lo Michigan law and Pokagon Band law. 

An attorney from MILS wil be at the Pokagon Band Community Carter, located at 27043 Potawatomi 
Trail in Dowagiac, Michigan, two days per vwek to provide legal services. The schediie may vary, so 
please call MILS to determine availability. 

WHEN MEETING WITH THE ATTORNEY, PLEASE MAKE SURE TO BRING ALL THE 
PAPERWORK RELATED TO YOUR LEGAL ISSUE. 

f you have any questions or would like more information, please call MILS at 1 (&00) 968-6877 


APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Co mmittee Members are appointed by the 
Tribal Council. All persons who wish to be considered for appointment to the 
Committee must be present at the meeting at which the Tribal Council will 
review the letters of interest and resumes; provided, however, that the Tribal 
Council may for good cause waive this requirement. Any person who believes 
that good cause exists to not attend such meeting should contact the 
Executive Secretary to the Tribal Council, who will share the information with 
the Tribal Council. Please note that the Tribal Council has not yet established 
the meeting date at which it will consider appointments to the Committee. 

TERM. Terms of office for Board members are three (3) years. There is no 
limit to the number of terms that a Board Member may serve on the Board.. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As Public Officials, committee members are 
subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the Code of Ethics 
may be obtained from the Pokagon Band’s website at www.pokagonband- 
nsn.gov/government/codes-and-ordinances. 

HOW TO APPLY. Please submit letters of interest along with a current 
resume to: 

Mail: Jessica Howell, Tribal Council Administrative Assistant 
P.O. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Jessica Howell, Tribal Council Administrative Assistant 
Email: Jessica.Howell@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

QUESTIONS. All questions concerning the Committee or this Notice 
may be directed to Kelly Curran, at (269) 782-6323 or kelly.curran@ 
pokagonband-nsn.gov. Please note that if you have previously sought 
appointment to the Board pursuant to any previous posting, and you are 
still interested in seeking appointment to the Board, you must reapply as 
provided in this Notice. 

DEADLINE. This posting shall remain open until filled. 



Join Marcy Herbert, Pokagon Band dietician, for 
a healthy lunch every third Wednesday as she 
discusses topics around nutrition. 

All healthy lunch presentations are 1 2:00 pm to 1 :00 pm in 
the kitchen of the Commodities Building 

58650 Sink Road 
Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

The menu for the June 17 Healthy Lunch is Zucchilattas. 

Mark your calendar for the next lunches on July 1 5 and 
August 1 9. 

For more information and to RSVP, contact Marcy Herbert at 
(269) 782-2472 or marcy.herbert@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 
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Notice of Open Position | Gaming Commissioner 

POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Tribal Council is seeking letters of 
interest from Pokagon Band citizens interested in serving as a member of 
the Pokagon Band Gaming Commission (“Commission”). The Commission 
is a three person body that is an independent and autonomous political 
subdivision of the Pokagon Band. The Commission is responsible for 
ensuring that all gaming activities within the Pokagon Band’s jurisdiction are 
conducted in conformance with the Pokagon Band Gaming Regulatory Act, 
the Gaming Compact between the Pokagon Band and the State of Michigan, 
and the federal Indian Gaming Regulatory Act. Additional information 
regarding the Commission is available on the Band’s website at www. 
pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

ELIGIBILITY. In addition to the qualifications set forth below, as required 
by subsection 3.07(b) of the Pokagon Band’s Gaming Regulatory Act, 
candidates for the Commission shall have experience and training of 
sufficient scope, depth and relevancy to enable him/her to fulfill his/her 
duties as shown through at least five (5) years experience in gaming or other 
regulatory affairs, public accounting or business finance, public or business 
administration, judicial or dispute resolution services, criminal justice, civil or 
criminal investigation, or law. A bachelor’s degree in a relevant area of study is 
required. 

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Commissioners are appointed by the Tribal 
Council and serve (3) three year terms of office. A Commissioner must 
meet all applicable licensing standards under the Gaming Regulatory Act 
as determined through a comprehensive background investigation to be 
conducted prior to appointment. 

TIME COMMITMENT. The Commission typically meets two (2) 
consecutive days per month (typically Tuesday and Wednesday), primarily 
during the day at the Commission offices in New Buffalo Township. 
Additionally, one day per month (typically the Monday before the Tuesday 
and Wednesday Commission meetings) the Commission also meets with the 
Tribal Council in Dowagiac, Michigan. Commissioners may spend additional 
time of approximately 1 6 hours per month in Commission business outside 
of meetings. 

STIPEND. This is not a full time position and Commissioners are not eligible 
for any Pokagon Band employee benefits. Commissioners are compensated 
as independent contractors at rates that fall within a grid established by the 
Tribal Council that ranges from $1 ,1 25 to $1 ,250 per meeting day, with one 
travel day. 

QUALIFICATIONS. As provided in subsection 3.07(a) of the Band’s 
Gaming Regulatory Act, no person shall serve on the Commission if that 
person is: 

(1) Under the age of twenty-one (21 ); 

(2) A member or officer of the Tribal Council; 

(3) AJudge oremployee of the Tri ba I Court; 

(4) Employed by any Gaming Operation; 


(5) Resides in the same household with a person employed as a Primary 
Management Official or Key Employee of any Gaming Operation; 

(6) Has a direct or indirect financial interest in the Gaming Operation, 
including any Management Contractor, ora direct financial interest in 
any Gaming Supplier. For purposes of this Section, (i) direct financial 
interest shall not include the right to per capita distributions of Gaming 
revenues pursuant to the ICRA but shall include direct ownership of 
stockin a publicly traded company and, (ii) indirect financial interest shall 
not include ownership of any mutual funds that hold such stock. 

(7) Employed or otherwise serves in a position with responsibilities that 
create a conflict of interest or the appearance of a conflict of interest with 
the duties and responsibilities of the Commission, as determined by the 
Tribal Council; or 

(8) Unable to establish and maintain eligibility to serve as a Gaming 
Commissioner under the requirements set forth in this Section. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As Public Officials, Gaming Commissioners are 
subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the Code of Ethics 
may be obtained from the Band’s website atwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

HOW TO APPLY. Please submit letters of interest along with a current 
resume to: 

Mail: Jessica Howell, Tribal Council Administrative Assistant 
PO. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Jessica Howell, Tribal Council Administrative Assistant 

Email: Jessica.Howell@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

As stated above, prior to appointment, a comprehensive background 
investigation will be conducted by the Tribal Police to determine whether 
the potential appointee meets all applicable licensing standards under 
the Gaming Regulatory Act. Therefore, a potential appointee must obtain 
from, complete, and return to the Tribal Police, all required background 
investigation forms. 

Please note that if you have previously sought appointment to the 
Commission pursuant to any previous posting and you are still interested in 
seeking appointment to the Commission, you must reapply as provided in 
this Notice. 

QUESTIONS. Questions concerning the position and this announcement 
may be directed to John Roberts, Executive Director of the Commission, at 
(269) 926-5485. 

DEADLINE. Th is posting shall remain open until filled. 


Guidelines for Pokegnek Yajdanawa Submissions 


Enrolled citizens of the Pokagon Band are encouraged to submit original 
letters, stories, pictures, poetry, and announcements for publication in Pokegnek 
Yajdanawa. Submissions shall be the views and product of the submitting member. 
Submissions written by or to a third-party, such as the governor or a congressman, 
and copied to Pokegnek Yajdanawa are not original. 

Anonymous or “name withheld” submissions will not be published. Members 
shall include their tribal enrollment number, full name, and mailing address 
with all newsletter submissions. Tribal enrollment number and mailing address 
will be used for verification purposes and will not be published, unless member 
specifically requests to have it published. 

Newsletter staff will contact members should any reason arise that may delay or 
prevent posting of newsletter submissions. To ensure timely communication with 
members regarding their newsletter submissions, members may choose to provide 
additional contact information such as a phone number or e-mail address. Phone 
numbers, e-mail addresses, and other provided contact information will not be 
published, unless member specifically requests to have it published. 


Not all submissions are guaranteed publication upon submission. Newsletter 

staff reserves the right to refuse submissions based on the following criteria; 

1 . False, misleading, or defamatory; 

2. Discriminatory, sexist, racist, demeaning, insulting, or otherwise 
offensive to another; 

3. Threatening, harassing, intimidating, or otherwise may tend 
to produce fear; 

4. Profane, obscene, pornographic, indecent, or patently offensive 
to the average user; 

5. Disruptive to the office, undermining of the Band’s or a supervisor s authority, 
or impairing of working relationships; and 

6. Absolutely no political campaigning is allowed. 
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Notice of Open Position | Oshke-Kno-Kewewen Traditional PowWow Committee 


POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Pokagon Band Tribal Council is 
seeking letters of interest and resumes from Pokagon Band Citizens for 
two Committee member positions and two (2) alternate positions on the 
Pokagon Band Oshke-Kno-Kewewen Traditional PowWow Committee (the 
“Committee”). The Committee is responsible for organizing and conducting 
the annual traditional pow wow on Memorial Day weekend on behalf of the 
Band. 

TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for and 
attend Committee meetings and perform the business of the Committee will 
vary. The Committee meets approximately once each month throughout the 
year, with additional meetings as needed in the 2 or 3 months prior to the 
PowWow. Committee members are also expected to perform set-up duties 
prior to the PowWow and carry out various duties needed for the PowWow 
throughout the PowWow weekend. Committee Members are expected 
to attend all Committee meetings, which are typically held at the Band’s 
Administration Building located at 58620 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Michigan. 

COMPENSATION. Com mittee Members are independent contractors and 
compensated for service to the Committee at rates established by the Tribal 
Council. Currently, Committee Members are compensated in the amount of 
$75 per Committee meeting. In addition, Committee members are entitled 
to reimbursement for mileage when using their personal vehicle to attend 
meetings and for other Committee business in accordance with the Band’s 
Travel Policy. 

ELIGIBILITY. All persons who wish to serve as a Member of the Committee 
must: have appreciation and respect for the traditions and culture of the 
Pokagon Band, and should support the continued growth and vitality of the 
Pokagon Band community. 

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Co mmittee Members are appointed by the 
Tribal Council. All persons who wish to be considered for appointment to the 
Committee must be present at the meeting at which the Tribal Council will 


review the letters of interest and resumes; provided, however, that the Tribal 
Council may for good cause waive this requirement. Any person who believes 
that good cause exists to not attend such meeting should contact the 
Executive Secretary to the Tribal Council, who will share the information with 
the Tribal Council. Please note that the Tribal Council has not yet established 
the meeting date at which it will consider appointments to the Committee. 

TERM. There is no limit to the number of terms a member can serve on the 
Committee. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As a Public Official, Committee members 
are subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the Code of 
Ethics may be obtained by contacting Kelly Curran, Tribal Council Executive 
Secretary at (888) 376-9988 or by visiting the Band’s website, www. 
pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

HOW TO APPLY. Please submit letters of interest along with a current 
resume to: 

Mail: Jessica Howell, Administrative Assistant to Tribal Council 
P.O. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Jessica Howell, Administrative Assistant to Tribal Council 
Email: Jessica.Howell@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

DEADLINE. Th is posting shall remain open until filled. 

QUESTIONS. All questions concerning the Committee or this notice maybe 
directed to Andy Jackson at andy.jackson@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


Notice of Open Position | Traditions/Repatriations Committee 


POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Pokagon Band Tribal Council is seeking 
letters of interest and resumes from Pokagon Band Citizens for two 
(2) Committee member positions and one (1 ) alternate position on the 
Pokagon Band Traditions/Repatriation Committee (the "Committee”). The 
Committee has the responsibility of advising the Band on cultural issues, and 
for reviewing and acting on repatriation issues on behalf of the Tribe. The 
Committee works closely with the Department of Language and Culture, and 
serves as the advisory body to the Pokagon Band Historic Preservation Office 
(THPO). 

TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for and 
attend Committee meetings and perform the business of the Committee 
will vary. The Committee meets approximately once each month to address 
general cultural issues and once per month to address issues with the 
THPO. The Committee may also meet at additional times as needed to 
fulfill Committee duties. Committee Members are expected to attend all 
Committee meetings, which are typically held at the Band’s Administration 
Building located at 58620 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Michigan. 

COMPENSATION. Com mittee Members are independent contractors and 
compensated for service to the Committee at rates established by the Tribal 
Council. Currently, Committee Members are compensated in the amount of 
$75 per Committee meeting. In addition, Committee members are entitled 
to reimbursement for mileage when using their personal vehicle to attend 
meetings and for other Committee business in accordance with the Band’s 
Travel Policy. 

ELIGIBILITY. All persons who wish to serve as a Member or Alternate of 
the Traditions/Repatriation Committee must have an interest in and respect 
for the traditions, culture, history, and language of the Pokagon Band and 
the Potawatomi Nation. Familiarity with the cultural teachings and practices 
of the Potawatomi is appreciated. Prospective members must be flexible in 
meeting times and locations, and be able to handle several projects at once. 


APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Co mmittee Members are appointed by the 
Tribal Council. All persons who wish to be considered for appointment to the 
Committee must be present at the meeting at which the Tribal Council will 
review the letters of interest and resumes; provided, however, that the Tribal 
Council may for good cause waive this requirement. Any person who believes 
that good cause exists to not attend such meeting should contact the 
Executive Secretary to the Tribal Council, who will share the information with 
the Tribal Council. Please note that the Tribal Council has not yet established 
the meeting date at which it will consider appointments to the Committee. 

TERM. There is no limit to the number of terms a member can serve on the 
Committee. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As a Public Official, Committee members 
are subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the Code of 
Ethics may be obtained by contacting Kelly Curran, Tribal Council Executive 
Secretary at (888) 376-9988 or by visiting the Band’s website, www. 
pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

HOW TO APPLY. Please submit letters of interest along with a current 
resume to: 

Mail: Jessica Howell, Administrative Assistant to Tribal Council 
P.O. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Jessica Howell, Administrative Assistant to Tribal Council 
Email: Jessica.Howell@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

DEADLINE. Th is posting shall remain open until filled. 

QUESTIONS. All questions concerning the Committee or this notice maybe 
directed to Kevin Daugherty at kevin.daugherty@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 
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Notice of Open Positions I Kee-Boon-Mein-Kaa PowWow Committee 


POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Pokagon Band Tribal Council is seeking 
letters of interest and resumes from Pokagon Band Citizens for one (1 ) 
Committee member position on the Pokagon Band Kee-Boon-Mein-Kaa 
Pow Wow Committee (the "Committee”). The Committee is responsible for 
planning and conducting the Kee-Boon-Mein Kaa PowWow held each year 
at the Rodgers Lake campus (Dowagiac, Michigan) on the Saturday and 
Sunday directly before Labor Day. 

TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for and 
attend Committee meetings and perform the business of the Committee will 
vary. The Committee meets approximately once each month. The closer it 
gets to the PowWow dates, however, the Committee typically meets more 
than once a month. Further, this is a working Committee, so members are 
expected to be available for assigned duties Friday night through Sunday 
evening of the PowWow. Committee Members are expected to attend all 
Committee meetings, which are typically held at the Band’s Administrative 
Center located at 58620 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Michigan. 

COMPENSATION. Committee Members are independent contractors and 
compensated for service fo the Committee at rates established by the Tribal 
Council. Currently, Committee Members are compensated in the amount of 
$75 per Committee meeting. In addition, Committee members are entitled 
to reimbursement for mileage when using their personal vehicle to attend 
meetings and for other Committee business in accordance with the Band’s 
Travel Policy. 

ELIGIBILITY. All persons who wish to serve as a Member of the Kee-Boon- 
Mein-Kaa PowWow Committee must: (a) be a Pokagon Band Citizen; (b) 
actively participate in planning discussions; (c) be physically present and able 
to help out with assignments PowWow weekend; (d) be able to endure Pow 
Wow conditions (long days, rain, heat, humidity, etc.); (e) be able to maintain 
a sense of humor and propriety when the day gets long; and (f) enjoy working 
with the public. 


APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Co mmittee Members are appointed by the 
Tribal Council. All persons who wish to be considered for appointment to the 
Committee must be present at the meeting at which the Tribal Council will 
review the letters of interest and resumes; provided, however, that the Tribal 
Council may for good cause waive this requirement. Any person who believes 
that good cause exists to not attend such meeting should contact the 
Executive Secretary to the Tribal Council, who will share the information with 
the Tribal Council. Please note that the Tribal Council has not yet established 
the meeting date at which it will consider appointments to the Committee. 

TERM. There is no limit to the number of terms a member can serve on the 
Committee. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As Public Officials, Committee Members are 
subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the Code of Ethics 
may be obtained from the Band’s website at www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
govern ment/codes-and-ordinances. 

HOW TO APPLY. Please submit letters of interest along with a current 
resume to: 

Mail: Jessica Howell, Administrative Assistant to Tribal Council 
PO. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Jessica Howell, Administrative Assistant to Tribal Council 
Email: Jessica.Howell@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

QUESTIONS. All questions concerning the Committee or this notice maybe 
directed to Beth Edelberg at beth.edelberg@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

DEADLINE.This posting shall remain open until filled. 


Notice of Open Alternate Position | Enrollment Committee 

POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Tribal Cou ncil is seeking letters of 
interest from Pokagon Band citizens interested in serving on the Pokagon 
Band Enrollment Committee. There are two seats on the Enrollment 
Committee that will be available. The Enrollment Committee is a five member 
Committee. The responsibilities of the Enrollment Committee include, but 
are not limited to: (a) oversight, review, and recommendations to the Tribal 
Council on all applications for enrollment, (b) making recommendations 
to the Tribal Council on enrollment policies, laws, and citizen actions, (c) 
maintaining the Current Roll, and (d) aiding the Pokagon Band’s Enrollment 
staff in the administration of the Pokagon Band’s enrollment laws and 
procedures. 

ELIGIBILITY. In orde r to be eligible for appointment to the Enrollment 
Committee, one must be a Pokagon Band citizen. Although not required 
for appointment, the following skills are preferred: (a) detail-oriented, 

(b) achievement-oriented, (c) ability to work with the highest level of 
confidentiality and discretion, and (d) have a good knowledge of math 
fundamentals. 

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Com mittee members are appointed by the 
Tribal Council. All persons who wish to be considered for appointment must 
be present at the meeting at which the Tribal Council will review the letters 
of interest and resumes, provided that the Tribal Council may for good cause 
waive this requirement. Any person who believes that good cause exists 
to not attend such meeting should contact the Tribal Council Executive 
Secretary who will share the information with the Tribal Council. 

TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for and 
attend Enrollment Committee meetings and perform the business of the 
Enrollment Committee will vary. Enrollment Committee meetings are typically 
held in the evening on the second Monday of each month at the Pokagon 
Band’s administrative offices located at 58620 Sink Road, Dowagiac, 

Michigan. On average, a Committee member can anticipate a total time 
commitment of approximately five to ten hours per month. 

COMPENSATION. Enrollment Committee members are independent 
contractors and compensated for service to the Enrollment Committee at 
rates established by the Tribal Council. Currently, Committee members are 


compensated in the amount of $75 per Committee meeting. In addition, 
Committee members are entitled to reimbursement for mileage when using 
personal vehicles to attend meetings and for other Enrollment Committee 
business, in accordance with the Pokagon Band’s Travel Policy. 

CONFIDENTIALITY. Committee members are prohibited from disclosing 
confidential information. 

TERM. The term of office for Enrollment Committee members is two years. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As Public Officials, Enrollment Committee 
members are subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the 
Code of Ethics may be obtained from the Pokagon Band’s website at www. 
pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

HOWTO APPLY. Poka gon Band citizens who wish to be considered for 
appointment, must submit a letter of interest and a current resume, by one of 
the following three methods:: 

Mail: Jessica Howell, Administrative Assistant to Tribal Council 
PO. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Jessica Howell, Administrative Assistant to Tribal Council 
Email: Jessica.Howell@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

QUESTIONS. If you have questions concerning the Enrollment Committee, 
please contact the Enrollment Committee Chairperson, Michaelann 
Gartner, by telephone at (269) 470-6171 or by email at michaelann. gartner@ 
pokagonband-nsn.gov. For additional information about the Enrollment 
Committee, you may also consult the Band’s Enrollment Ordinance, which 
is posted on the Pokagon Band’s website at www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
government/codes-and-ordinances.. 

DEADLINE.This posting shall close at 5:00 pm on August 1 , 201 5. 
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Per Capita News 

The Enrollment Office needs the following individuals to update their addresses so 
that these payments can be mailed. If there is an X in the column(s) by your name, 
you have either a Christmas check and/or per capita payments due to you. Please 
contact Beth Edelberg in the Enrollment Office at (269) 782-1763 or Deidre 
Ecker in the Finance Department at (269) 462-4209. 


Enrollment 

# 

Name 

Christmas 2014 

Monthly Per Cap 

83 

John Dylan Watson 

X 


406 

Michael Lynn Hewitt 

X 

X 

857 

Peter John Ramirez 

X 


1446 

Bobby Marcus Haynes 

X 


1986 

Cristian M Cobb 

X 

X 

4227 

Scott Brewer Jr 

X 

X 

4442 

Mason Tyler Currey 

X 



Please note - you must have a deliverable address on file. 


Attention 1 8 to 20 Year Olds I Per Capita Information 

Attention all high school seniors who are graduating from high school or 
individuals who may be completing their G.E.D. If you are at least 18 years old 
and have achieved either of these you are now eligible to receive your monthly per 
capita checks. All you have to do is send a copy to the Enrollment office. You may 
either mail or fax this. The address to mail to is: 

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Attn: Enrollment Office 
PO Box 180 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 

OR fax to: (269) 782-1964 

The document must be received by June 15 in order to make it on the July 2015 
check run. Anything received after June 15 will be processed on the check run for 
August 2015. If you have any questions please call the direct per capita phone line 
at (269) 462-4209 or (269) 462-4200 or toll free (800) 517-0777. 


Are you eligible for certain Michigan tax exemptions? 

If you are an enrolled Pokagon citizen, and you live in the tribe s Tax Agreement 
Area (as is defined in the State Tax Agreement between the Pokagon Band of 
Potawatomi Indians and the state of Michigan) , then please fill a Resident Tribal 
Member (RTM) Application to see if you are eligible to start receiving these 
benefits. The application is available online here: www.pokagonbandnsn.gov/ 
departments/fmance/state-tax-agreements 

Please read the Tax Agreement Overview (www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
departments/fmance/state-taxagreements) to learn about these benefits and see a 
map of the Tax Agreement Area. You will also find individual township maps at that 
link. If you think you may live inside the Tax Agreement Area boundaries (green 
shaded areas), then you may be able to register with the State of Michigan and get 
relief from certain taxes. 

In order to get registered, you must apply by filling out a Resident Tribal 
Member (RTM) Application and returning it to Julie Rodriguez in the Finance 
Department. Upon review of your application, we will notify you of your 
eligibility status. 

If you have any questions, or comments regarding the Tax Agreement or your 
RTM status or benefits, please do not hesitate to contact Julie at (269) 462-4210 or 
Julie.Rodriguez@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


Per Capita Important Dates 


Deadline to receive 
Changes/updates/additions 
Received by 

Finance Department 

Checks mailed out on 

Check date 

Direct deposits in accounts 

Thursday, January 1 5, 201 5 

Thursday, January 29, 201 5 

Friday, January 30, 2015 

Friday, February 13,2015 

Thursday, February 26, 201 5 

Friday, February 27,2015 

Friday, March 13,2015 

Monday, March 302015 

Tuesday, March 31, 201 5 

Wednesday, April 15,2015 

Wednesday, April 29, 2015 

Thursday, April 30, 2015 

Friday, May 15, 201 5 

Thursday, May 28,2015 

Friday, May 29, 2015 

Monday, June 15,2015 

Monday, June 29, 2015 

Tuesday, June 30, 2015 

Wednesday, July 15, 2015 

Thursday, July 30, 2015 

Friday, July 31, 2015 

Friday, August 14, 2015 

Thursday, August 27, 201 5 

Friday, August 28, 2015 

Tuesday, September 1 5, 201 5 

Tuesday, September 29, 201 5 

Wednesday, September 30, 201 5 

Thursday, October 1 5, 201 5 

Thursday, October 29, 201 5 

Friday, October 30, 2015 

Monday, November 2, 201 5* 

Tuesday, November 24, 201 5 

Wed, November 25, 201 5 

Friday, December 4, 201 5* 

Thursday, December 1 7, 201 5 

Fri, December 18,2015 


* Please note, in 2015, the November deadline for changes is November 2 and the December 
deadline is December 4. This is due to time limitations on all the events that occur at this time 
of the year. 


Per Capita Direct Deposit Cr Tax Withholding Forms 

For those tribal citizens receiving per capita checks in the mail and who do not 
have direct deposit, enclosed with your check you will find a direct deposit and a 
tax withholding form. These will be included with your check every month until 
we achieve 100% direct deposits. 

The tribe is currently having mandatory direct deposit for per capita checks. In 
the case of individuals not being able to set up a bank account, the tribe is offering 
a cash card on which the per capita checks will be loaded onto every month. We 
are making efforts to give everyone a chance to set up a bank account of your 
choice and on your own. 

As always, the tax withholding form is not mandatory although highly suggested 
as per capita payments are subject to federal and state taxes. The tribe only 
withholds federal taxes with a completed form, state taxes are the responsibility of 
the citizen. 

If you have any questions, please call the direct per capita phone line at 
(269) 462-4209 or (269) 462-4200 or toll free (800) 517-0777. The per capita 
phone line and my extension both have lengthy messages listing various per capita 
information. Please leave a message and I will return your call as soon as possible. 
Both of the above stated forms are available online at www.Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Once you turn in a direct deposit form and as long as I receive it by the 15th of 
the month, the information will be entered into the system and the first month is 
always a test run to the bank, so the check will still be mailed to you. The following 
month, as long as I do not receive any errors from the bank, will be direct deposit. 
As earlier stated, you will continue to receive the two forms in with your checks 
every month. If you have completed a form, no need to fill out another one. 
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Tribal Council June Calendar of Events 

1 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

2 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 10 a.m. 

8 Tribal Council Meeting, Community Center, 1 0 a.m.. 

9 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

1 3 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 

1 5 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

16 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds Hartford, 10 a.m. 

22 Tribal offices closed for Memorial Day holiday 

23 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds Hartford, 1 0 a.m. 

22 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

23 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 

Please check the website, www.pokagonband-nsn.gov, or call (888)782-2426 
before attending to confirm that a meeting has not been cancelled. 

Can’t Get to Elders Council Business Meetings? 
Participate Via Webcast 

Business meetings are held the first Thursday of every month at the Community 
Center in Dowagiac. For your convenience the meetings are now broadcast on 
the internet to listen in on what is going on with the Elders. If you are able to 
take advantage of this — please do! — Elders business meetings are called to order at 
11:00 a.m. Visit the Pokagon website to access the webcasting: www.pokagonband- 
nsn.gov/citizens/web-casting.Any questions, please call Stanley Morseau, Elders 
Chairman, (269) 783-6828. 


Tribal Council July Calendar of Events 

6 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

7 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 10 a.m. 
1 1 Elections, Community Center, 1 0 a.m.. 

13 Tribal Council Hiatus 

14 Tribal Council Hiatus 

20 Tribal Council Hiatus 

21 Tribal Council Hiatus 

27 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

28 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 10 a.m. 

Please check the website, www.pokagonband-nsn.gov, or call (888)782-2426 
before attending to confirm that a meeting has not been cancelled. 


Don’t forget our social lunches held every third Thursday of the month. On 
these days we may have holiday parties, special events, or games. Every weekday 
a hot lunch is served at the Elders Hall. You are welcome to come to meet new 
elders you may not know or visit your friends. 


Pokegnek Bodewadmik 

POKAGON BAND OF POTAWATOMI 

Train Together for the 
Family Olympics 


What: Michigan Indian Family Olympics, something for all ages. 

All Michigan Tribes participate 

When: leading up to Summer 2015 



Participate in three of the training events offered and receive a gift incentive. Involvement in one school 
sport can substitute for one of the three trainings. These events are open to Native Americans and their 
families, and Pokagon Band staff and their families. 

Training Schedule 

April 2015 

@ April 1 6 | Pokagon Health Center | 5:30p.m.-6:30p.m. 

June 201 5 Mini Olympics 

June 7 | Rodgers Lake sports court | 2:00p.m.-4:00p.m. 



S new or rescheduled date 



Questions? Contact Liz Leffler at (269) 462-4406 or 
Susan Doyle at (269) 782-0887. 


Children must be accompanied by an adult. 


Pokegnek Bodewadmik 

POKAGON BAND OF POTAWATOMI 


4th ANNUAL 


A Healthy Step 
with Education 


Saturday, July 25, 2015 
10:00 am-3:00 pm 
Health Services Building 


T he Department of Health Services and the Department of Education invite you to 
the fourth annual A Healthy Step with Education. This day will be filled with health 
education, screenings, PreK-12 program registration and activities. This event is for the 
whole family, birth to elder. It is open to all tribal citizens, employees and their families. 


Department of Education’s 
PreK-12 Program 
registration 
Vision & Hearing 
Screenings 

Smoke House with Local 
Fire Department 
Ambulance 
Hair Cuts 
Face Painting 


Cultural Craft 
Bounce House 
Massages 
Cultural Teachings 
Health Works! Kohl’s Fit 
Feastival 

Sports Physical (First come, 
first serve, limited space. 
Bring your schools form) 
Speech Screenings 


& Developmental 
Assessments 
Sports Tournaments 
Car Seat Safety 
Dental Check Ups 
for Children 
Lunch 
Prizes 


Please come and join in the fun. 
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Tribal Office Directory 

Administration 

Health Services 

Information Technology 

58620 Sink Road 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-4141 

(269) 782-8998 

Toll Free (800) 5 1 7-0777 

Toll Free (888) 440-1234 

FAX (269) 782-6882 

Housing & Facilities 

57824 East Pokagon Trail 

Commodities 

(269) 783-0443 

(269) 782-3372 

FAX (269) 783-0452 

Toll Free (888) 281-1 1 1 1 

Human Resources 

FAX (269) 782-7814 

58620 Sink Rd. 

Communications 

(269) 7 82-8998 

58620 Sink Rd. 

FAX (269) 782-4253 

(269) 782-8998 

Compliance 

58620 Sink Rd. 

Language & Culture 

58653 Sink Rd. 

(269) 462-4325 

(269) 782-8998 

Mno-Bmadsen 

4 1 5 E. Prairie Ronde St. 

Chi Ishobak 

27043 Potawatomi Trail 

(269) 783-41 1 1 

(269) 783-4157 

Natural Resources 

32142 Edwards St. 

Education 

(269) 782-9602 

58620 Sink Rd. 

FAX (269) 783-0452 

(269) 782-0887 

Social Services 

Toll Free (888) 330-1234 

58620 Sink Rd. 

FAX (269) 782-0985 

(269) 7 82-8998 

Elders Program 

Toll Free (800) 5 1 7-0777 

53237 Townhall Rd. 

FAX (269) 782-4295 

(269) 782-0765 

South Bend Area Office 

Toll Free (800) 859-2717 

3733 Locust Street 

FAX (269) 782-1696 

Elections 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-9475 

Toll Free (888) 782-9475 

South Bend, IN 46614 
(574) 282-2638 

Toll Free (800) 737-9223 

FAX (574) 282-2974 
(269) 7 82-8998 

Tribal Council 

Enrollment 

58620 Sink Rd. 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-6323 

(269) 782-1763 

Toll Free (888) 376-9988 

FAX (269) 782-1964 

FAX (269) 782-9625 

Finance 

Tribal Court 

58620 Sink Rd. 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

(269) 783-0505/ 

Toll Free (800) 5 1 7-0777 

FAX (269) 783-0519 

FAX (269) 782-1028 

Tribal Police 

Head Start 

58155 M-5 1 South 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-2232 

(269) 783-0026/ 

Toll Free (866) 399-0161 

(866) 250-6573 

FAX (269) 782-9795 

FAX (269) 782-7988 


Tribal Council Directory 

(888) 376-9988 

Chairman 

John P. Warren 

(269)214-2610 

JohnWarren@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Vice-chairman 

Robert Moody, Jr 

(269) 783-9379 

Bob.Moody@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Treasurer 

Eugene Magnuson 

(269) 783-9297 

Eugene.Magnuson@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Secretary 

Faye Wesaw 

(269) 782-1864 

Faye.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Steve Winchester 

(269) 591-0119 

Steve.Winchester@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Thomas Wesaw 

(269) 783-6831 

Tom.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.govov 


Member at large 

Michaelina Martin 

(269) 783-9260 

Micky.Martin@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Andy Jackson 

(269) 783-9340 

Andy.Jackson@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Roger Rader 

(269) 783-9039 

Roger.Rader@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Elders Representative 

Carl Wesaw 
(269) 240-8092 

Carl.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Executive Secretary 

Kelly Curran 

(269) 591-0604 

Kelly.Curran@pokagonband-nsn.gov 


Elders Council Directory 

Elders Hall (800)859-2717 or (269)782-0765 


Chair 

Stanley Morseau 
(269) 462-5797 

Vice Chair 

Maxine Margiotta 
(269)783-6102 

Secretary 

Audrey Huston 
(269) 591-4519 


Treasurer 

Clarence White 

(269) 876-1118 

Member at Large 

Cathy Ford 


Senior Youth Council Directory 


Chairman 

Vacant 

Treasurer 

Alex Wesaw 

Alex.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Secretary 

Cassondra Church 

Cassondra.Church@pokagonband-nsn.gov 


Member at large 

Michael Gamache 

Michael.Camache@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Skyler Daisy 

Skyler.Daisy@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Nicole Holloway 

Interim Youth Culture Coordinator 

(269) 462-4325 


Junior and Senior Youth Council Members Wanted 

Both Senior and Junior Youth Councils are open to any Pokagon youngster. 
Anyone can join, and eventually run for the executive board. Besides the 
age divisions, there are differences between the two groups. The Junior 
Youth Council provides a voice for native youth between the ages of 1 2 
and 1 8. The Council promotes the development of future tribal leaders 
through educational attainment and Potawatomi language, culture, pride, 
and identity. The Junior Youth Council also coordinates community service 
projects and provides opportunities for native youth to interact for fun 
and friendship. 


The Senior Youth Council provides a voice for Pokagon citizens between 
the ages of 1 8 and 24. The Senior Youth Council also coordinates 
community service projects and provides opportunities for Pokagon young 
adults to interact for fun and friendship. The Council mobilizes members 
toward positive goals, promotes the development of future tribal leaders and 
educates native youth about tribal government. 





Demen gises June Citizen Announcements 


Congratulations Sarah Ballew, '1 5 University of 
Michigan graduate! 

Sarah earned a bachelors degree with honors in environmental science. 
She'll be moving to Seattle soon to begin a job as a project coordinator 
at Envirolssues Inc., a consulting firm creating sustainable infrastructure 
projects for government and businesses and bridging the gap between firms 
and the community. At Michigan, Sarah served as co-chair of the Native 
American Student Association for three years and powwow chair for two 
years. Last summer she interned for Colorado Senator Mark Udall and 
worked on energy, health and women's issues. 

Good luck Sarah! Love, your proud Pokagon family 



Barbara Warren receives lifesaving award 

On March 22 Barbara Warren was traveling 
home from the hospital after being seen for 
a fall. She and her husband Jimmy Ballew 
saw a woman trying to flag them down 
before she collapsed. Many people might 
have continued driving, but they stopped to 
see if she was ok. Barbara is a former nurse 
with Emergency 

Room experience. She was able to keep 
herself together, provide initial care, contact 
emergency services, and get the victim to 
provide vital information all while she was 
herself medicated from her own injury. 

L. Paul Bailey, sheriff of Berrien County, 

Michigan cited and commended Warren for 
her outstanding action in an emergency, and 
presented her with an 
award May 7 at the Berrien County 
Commissioners meeting. 

Congratulations Shanta Wesaw-Clark 

Physician Assistant Program 
Northwestern University Chicago 
Feinberg School of Medicine Class of 201 5 

And thankyou, Michael Clark 
For supporting and believing in her. 

Love, 

Dad and Mom 




Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Department of Social Services 



Saturday, August 29 
1 0:00 am-2:00 pm 
Community Center 



Happy 21 st Birthday Bradley Keith Piper 

Love, 

your family!! 


In memory of Duane Allen Matlack 

April 12, 1981 -May 2, 201 5 

Son of Brenda Reynolds and grandson of Dorothy Hiler Reynolds 


A Mom-to-Mom Sale is essentially a huge rummage sale where parents can buy gently used baby 
and kids items directly from other parents. Get great deals on second hand baby clothing, kids 
clothing, maternity clothing, toys, books, games, furniture and gear! 

To reserve a table to sell your gently used items, please call Rachel Orvisat (712) 420-3322 or 
email drorvis@gmail.com. Space is limited so reserve your table early! 

This event is a fundraiser for the Pokagon Band Domestic Violence Program. Please consider a 
donation to support a local womens shelters. Suggested donations include: $2, or items such as 
paper products, over the counter medicine for adults and children, baby items (especially diapers 
size 6), and personal hygiene items. 
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Pokagon citizens gain education benefits from partnership 
with Lake Michigan College 


On Tuesday, June 9 leaders from the Pokagon Band and Lake 
Michigan College came together at the Community Center 
to sign and celebrate a new partnership. The finalized Memo 
of Understanding between the two organizations creates a 
framework supporting the educational journeys of Pokagon 
citizens and staff, and LMC’s new Hanson Technology Center. 

The initiative, following two years of planning and 
development, is scheduled to be ready for students during 
the fall of 2017. One advantage of the program will be that 
all Pokagon citizens, staff, or custodial parents of Pokagon 
children will be part of a 10-student cohort, taking the same 
classes at the same time, working on projects together. This 
will provide more peer and cultural support to the students, 
and the group can better access assistance from Education 
staff. Pokagon citizens, staff and custodial parents can take 
advantage of this connection with LMC through three 
educational avenues. 

First, apprenticeships: Mno Bmadsen’s businesses Accu- 
Mold and D.A. Dodd both need a high-skilled manufacturing 
work force. Citizens interested in such industrial 
apprenticeships as Computer Aided Design (or CAD) after 
finishing their high school diploma can take part in this 
program, attend courses at LMC, and eventually earn an 
associates degree, or higher. The collaboration with LMC will 
allow citizens to gain leadership education after completing 
their technical training through emerging union partnerships. 

“So they will not only learn to run the plastics injection 
for molding, but play a leadership role after completing this 
program,” said Sam Moreseau, director of Education. 


Another pathway is tribal leadership and development. 
Meant for those interested in working for the government, 
this cohort would study tribal sovereignty, Potawatomi 
culture, and the intricacies of tribal law and government- 
to-government relationships. With the recent opening of 
the Pokagon Health Center, along with rapid expansion of 
services, the partnership ensures the Band will have resources 
and educational opportunities for staff to attain advancement 
in health, dental, and medical billing. Finally, citizens and staff 
interested in careers at Four Winds could take advantage of 
studies in gaming, hospitality and culinary management. 

As part of this partnership, the Pokagon Band is a major 
supporter of LMC’s new Hanson Technology Center. LMC 
broke ground on the Center in May, and when complete 
it will serve as and education and training hub for a new 
generation of skilled manufacturing and energy workers. 
Pokagon apprentices will be able to learn in the Center’s 
open, flexible classrooms and labs, and Pokagon businesses 
will benefit from a stream of qualified, ready to work 
graduates of the Center. The donation amounts to $50,000 
annually from both the government and Four Winds over the 
course of five years. 

The Education Department will play a big role in each 
cohort’s progression. All applications and assessments will 
come via Education Department staff, and cohorts will have 
an educational associate to assist them, in addition to an LMC 
staff support. Each cohort will complete a final project at 
the end of each trimester — called a capstone project — that 
will be a real world example of how they could improve 
whichever business or government program they’ll eventually 
work for. 

Please turn to page 2 
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Hartford village development moves ahead 


The Department of Housing is finishing up plans for 
Pokegnek Edawat Hartford. The village concept, like Edawat 
Dowagiac, will be built in phases, and phase one includes four 
town home units (with a mix of two or three bedrooms) and 
four duplex units. Half of the units are designated for elders 
and the rest open to others. 

In a series of town meetings, Housing staff used resident 
input to improve plans to meet citizens’ needs. They received 
such feedback as having full-size washers and dryers instead 
of stacked units, locating the laundry appliances downstairs, 
adding storage sheds on patios for storage, widening the 
patios, and switching from laminate flooring to ceramic tile. 

A couple of units will feature handicap accessible designs, 
including roll in shower units, lowered counters, sinks, 
and cook tops, under-the-counter microwaves, four foot 
wide doorways, more electrical outlets in the master suite 
for charging medical equipment, and larger garages for 
special vehicles. 

Currently 21 elders and 18 others are on the waiting list, 
so demand is high according to Housing Director Jim 
Coleman. With good weather phase one homes should be 
ready by spring 2016. Phase two would see more homes; 



phase three includes a community center and parks; phase 
four would build out the loop to the west. The project is 
joint funded from BIA road funds, HUD housing funds, and 
tribal general funds. 

A new Tribal Police substation will be part of Edawat 
Hartford. According to Police ChiefWilliam Lux, an 
agreement with the Van Buren County Sheriff allows one 
of their deputies to use the Tribal Police substation. 
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Graduation tree growing in Department of Education 

The next time you’re at Rodgers Lake, come by 
the Education Department and check out the 
new Graduation Tree. The wall mounted piece 
celebrates citizens who attained higher education. 

According to Education Director Sam 
Morseau, the Tree offers a connection to a sugar 
bush teaching: the creator was displeased to see 
Anishnabe relaxing and enjoying maple syrup 
instead of working for their families and villages. 

So he made sap thinner and harder to get. Now, 
after tapping the tree, boiling the sap and doing 
more to reap the sweet benefit, the understanding 
is that hard work offers satisfying rewards. 

“We hope this is a place where citizens can show 
their kids and grandkids their names, and let them 
know there’s a future place on the Tree for their 
names too,” said Morseau. 

The Department plans to have forty recent graduates’ names engraved by their 
Graduation Banquet June 20. 

The relationship with culture is an important one. The leaves’ metals are silver 
for associates degrees and gold for bachelors degrees. Masters and doctorates are 
copper, a sacred metal to the Potawatomi. The Tree fits with Education’s vision to 
be the trunk that connects people to their nation, no matter how far they might 
branch out during their lives. 


“Because of historical factors like boarding 
schools, education and culture have sometimes 
been at odds,” said Morseau. “But they really do go 
hand in hand, especially in this day and age.” 

Everyone that would like to be honored on the 
tree must submit an application and provide a copy 
of their degree to the Department of Education. 
Even if you have already provided an application 
and copy of your degree, another one is required 
as the past documents may have been misplaced or 
lost. Applications are accepted year round. 

Eligibility Requirements: 

• must be Pokagon citizen. 

• must have graduated with a Bachelors, 
Masters or Doctorate degree. 

• must complete the application (www. 
pokagonband-nsn.gov/ government/ departments/ education/nation-building) 

• must sign the application attesting to its accuracy. 

• must send a copy of their diploma. 

www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/govemment/departments/education/nation- 
building 




Pokagon citizens gain education benefits from partnership with Lake Michigan College, continued from page one 



“One of the many benefits of this program is that cohorts can structure their 
classes in accordance with the Band’s educational leave policy,” said Morseau. So 
classes could take place during the four hours a week of paid education leave 


government employees receive, making it easier to schedule education attainment 
around students’ family, work and community commitments. At Four Winds, 
courses could take place on site in the training center. 


Pokegnek Yajdanawa 


Pokegnek Yajdanawa is the monthly voice of Pokegnek 
Bodewadmik, the Pokagon Band of the Potawatomi. 

Citizens are encouraged to submit original letters, stories, 
pictures, poetry and announcements for publication in 
Pokegnek Yajdanawa. Submissions are subject to the established 
guidelines. 


The deadline for citizen submissions for the newsletter is always 
the fourteenth of each month. Please send items for publication to: 

Pokegnek Yajdanawa 
Box 180 

Dowagiac, MI 49047 

Pokagon . N ewsletter@PokagonBand-nsn . gov 
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Tribal Leadership certificate program now available at SMC 


Through the Band’s partnership with Southwestern 
Michigan College, an educational program in tribal 
leadership open to citizens, staff, and custodial parents 
of Pokagon children begins in the fall 2015. 

Courses included are Principles of Accounting I, 
American Indian Studies and Policy, Marketing, Micro 
and Macroeconomics. These represent just 16 of the 
28 total required credits. 

Professors and experts will teach the classes. 

Pokagon Band Associate General Counsel and Adjunct 
Law Professor at Notre Dame Paul Shagen is one of 
the instructors you’ll recognize, as well as Director of 
Social Services Mark Pompey. Dr. Scott Topping, One 
Story board member and dean of SMC’s School of 
Arts & Sciences, is the program advisor. 

The program is open to ten students per group, or 
cohort. The first cohort is already full with such tribal 
citizens and employees as Linda Cook, Dean Orvis, 
and Rhonda Purcell. 

Purcell was already attending SMC when her 
advisor suggested she pursue the Tribal Leadership 
Certificate. Now, with only five classes to go, Purcell 
will be the first graduate of this certificate program. 


She says the paid educational leave plays a big part in 
her being able to go back to school and become more 
knowledgeable and equipped to lead the Language 
Program, pairing her experiential knowledge with 
educational instruction. 

“I value my family time more than any other time 
that I have, so I probably would not go back to school 
if I didn’t have four hours during the workday,” 

Purcell said. 

Purcell and Cook qualify for the Michigan Indian 
Tuition Waiver, which they credit as another push to 
sending them back to school. 

Cook has attended a few colleges in the past, but she 
has not attained a complete degree, making the Tribal 
Leadership Certificate a culmination of her previous 
studies. She sees it as an opportunity for personal and 
professional growth, as well as an opportunity to be an 
example for the youth. 

“The appeal to me was really the education piece,” 
Cook said. “We always have to continue to gain and 
increase knowledge.” 


The Education Department oversees the application 
process, according to Director of Education Sam 
Morseau, “Each applicant will meet with an 
educational associate to determine academic needs, 
and assessments will be offered by SMC, if needed.” 

After completion of this program, a Band staff 
member will receive a two to four percent salary 
increase. 

Financial assistance for this program is available 
through existing scholarship opportunities in the 
Education Department. Contact them with any 
questions and visit www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
government/ departments/ education/higher-education 
for more details. 

View the qualifications forthe Michigan 
Indian Tuition Waiver on the Michigan 
Department of Civil Rights website: 
www.michigan.gov/mdcr 



Gtegan | Garden planted at Rodgers Lake 

The Band has made strides to be fiscally sustainable, 
and now we are planting the seeds to achieve the same 
sustainability in agriculture. 

One step was creating a community garden, called 
Gtegan. The garden is planted in three hip-high raised 
beds, built by Pokagon apprentices, located in between 
the Administration and Health Center buildings. 

Growing inside are vegetables like tomatoes, squash, and 
lettuce and herbs like basil and oregano. 

The garden is completely organic— from the soil, to 
the seeds, to the starter plants— a chief goal of the work 
group who led this initiative. This garden is a taste of 
what’s to come for the Band. 

In the works for 2016 is opening an agriculture 
department within the tribal government. This 
department would manage the farms the tribes now 
leases, taking them back to grow crops for tribal use. The 
plan is to farm organically. Changing the fields over will 
take three years, as will organic certification, according to 
Compliance Coordinator Becky Richards. 

Richards explained that when the tribe acquired all 
these lands, we were not in a position to tend to the 
farms. We first needed to establish our government and 
programs. Now, she says, we’re in a stable place to begin 
this endeavor. 




“Everything is in a good progression in the other departments,” Richards said. “I think the government is 
strong to where we can add another department. I think it’s good timing.” 

Agriculture development will strengthen the Band and ensure our future, according to Richards. 

“It’s not about the money,” she said. “It’s about the jobs and the type of product that we can produce and 
supply to our businesses and to our members.” 

A citizen caretaker for the garden has been hired from the temporary employment pool, and from ingredients 
in garden, Richards plans to host a 

soup and salad meal for community members, timing dependent on when the garden produces. 
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Council adopts Social Media Policy; E-Newsletter is in the works 


As more and more communication moves online and goes digital, so will the tribe’s 
communication efforts. Not only does this save money, but it preserves Mother 
Earth by reducing paper use and waste. The government is exploring sending the 
Pokegnek Yajdanawa electronically, and wants to gauge citizen interest in receiving 
a copy of the newsletter via e-mail, rather than receiving a printed copy in the 
mail. There are no plans to eliminate printed, mailed copies; we’d just like to know 
if citizens would rather not get the print copy and would prefer to receive the 
newsletter electronically. 

Please visit www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/form/electronic-communications- 
survey and take a short survey to let us know your thoughts. We’ll also ask you to 
enter your e-mail address where you’d like to receive the e-newsletter and other 
electronic communications once they are available. We appreciate your interest! 


In other communication news, the Tribal Council recently adopted Social 
Media Site Use policy. This policy governs how users interact with the Pokagon 
tribal government on its Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Tumblr and other blogging 
or social networking sites. This policy is posted at www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
government/ departments/ communications, and we encourage anyone who is a 
user of a Band social media site to read the policy carefully. 

www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/form/electronic-communications-survey 



Mishkowze I Be strong. Do well. 


Join the staff at Pokagon Health Services 
to better understand your health, take 
steps to improve your wellness, and 
support others in their efforts. Well 
meet at 5 p.m. on the second Thursday 

July 9 

UV Safety 


of each month at the Pokagon Health 
Center to hear from experts on health 
topics of the month, to share a meal and 
to give prizes. 

September 10 

National Childhood 
Obesity Month 


August 13 

National Suicide & Prevention Awareness 
Immunization Awareness 
Ovarian Cancer Awareness 


Constitutional Review Board July & August Meetings 

Citizen input meetings on the Pokagon Constitutional Review 

Saturday, July 18 | 10:00 a.m.-l:00 p.m. 

Citizen comments on Constitutional Review Board’s Recommendations 

Wednesday, August 19 | 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 

Community Center 
27043 Potawatomi Trail 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 
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DEPARTMENT OF LANGUAGE & CULTURE + 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

ONGOING ORAL HISTORY PROJECT 

WHO: Elders ages 60+ 

WHAT: Oral History Interviews 

WHERE: Elders Hall, or location of elder’s choice 

WHEN: Every Monday afternoon. Appointments 
may be accommodated 


The Pokagon Potawatomi Tribal Historic Preservation Office, with guidance from 
the Elders Committee, will be starting an ongoing project to record the stories of 
our elders. These stories will be stored in the Pokagon Potawatomi Archives so that 
the future generations will always know the history of their grandparents. Interview 
topics will be picked by the elders and in the setting of their choice. 


If you are interested in making an appointment, or have any questions, 
please call Marcus Winchester at (269) 462-4224 


GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
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For more information, please contact Nicole Holloway at (269) 462-4325 or 
nicole.holloway@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Department of Language & Culture 


Department of Language and Culture 
58653 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

6:00 pm-8:00 pm 


2015 

July l 

July 8 


August 15 September 2 October 7 November 4 
August 12 September 9 October 14 November 1 1 
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Grigonis named to senior post in Obama administration 


Pokagon citizen Alison Grigonis recently was named 
senior director for the Office of Cabinet Affairs, 
serving as liaison between the president and his 
cabinet, coordinating communications, policy, and 
logistics and managing issues that involve multiple 
federal agencies. 

Grigonis works on Indian affairs as well as 
issues related to the departments of Education, the 
Interior, Health and Human Services, Transportation 
along with EPA, HUD, NASA, and the Social 
Security Administration. Prior to her cabinet affairs 
appointment, Grigonis served as a legislative assistant 
for U.S. Sen. Heidi Heitkamp (D-ND). Before that 


she worked as a staff attorney at the National Indian 
Gaming Commission. 

Born in Muskegon, Michigan, Grigonis mostly 
grew up in San Diego, California, In 2006 Grigonis 
received a bachelor’s degree in political science and a 
minor in American Indian and indigenous studies at 
the University of California, Santa Barbara. In 2010 she 
earned her law degree at the UCLA School of Law. 


Read more at 

indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/ 
201 5/06/1 1 /alison-grigonis-named-senior- 
d i recto r-ca b i n et-af f a i rs- 1 60684 



MockUps a huge hit 


Toddlers through elders decorated these shoe art pieces this spring to represent 
their unique identities. The shoes were then displayed at several One Story events, 
and Louie Gong, the MockUps creator (pictured), admired our community’s talent 
and creativity when he was in town. He said that our collection of MockUps was 
the largest one he has ever seen gathered together in one location. He was very 
pleased! 

If you participated in the MockUps project and would like to pick yours up, they 
are available at the Pokagon Department of Education; ask for Kristie Bussler.The 
next One Story book selection will be announced this fall, and its exciting events 
will begin January 2016. 


DV Awareness Month t-shirt design contest planned 

October is only three months away and the Domestic Violence Team is gearing 
up to make sure this year’s events are better than ever! This year we are holding a 
design contest for community members to design the purple t-shirts we give away 
at events. The winner of the contest will receive a $100 gift card as a token of our 
appreciation. A short summary of the rules are listed below. All entries must 
be received by Tuesday, August 4, 2015 at 5:00 p.m. to Casey in Social 
Services. The winner will be notified during the Kee-Boon-Mein-Kaa pow wow 
on Labor Day weekend. 

Summary Requirements 

• The contest is open to Pokagon Band citizens only. 

• The shirt must be purple with white screen printing. 

• The design must incorporate the swan and the phrase “Love Should Not 
Hurt.” 

• The design needs to be positive and incorporate images that bring to mind 
empowerment, community well-being, and strength. 

• No graphic violence or images. 

If you have any questions or for a copy of the official rules, please contact Casey 
Kasper of the Band’s Department of Social Services at (269) 462-4324 or casey. 
kasper@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 




Per Capita Savings Plan calculator helps figure savings projections 


By now you've probably read on the tribal website or in the Pokegnek Yajdanawa 
about a potential new savings plan for citizens. Pending approval by the voters in 
a referendum this month's general election, this plan lets adult Pokagon citizens 
choose to voluntarily defer part of all of their per capita payments each month 
until a set future date. If you visit www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/ 
departments/fmance/capita/capita-savings-plan in early July, you'll find a calculator 
ready to show you what's possible to earn over time with a potential investment. 
Use the calculator to input the age when you might start saving, how much you'll 
save, and the age when you would begin withdrawing the savings, and you can see 
the possibilities. Of course the results are estimates only, and not guaranteed value. 
But the calculator gives an idea of the potential. 


This Savings Plan puts options and choices in your hands. You choose whether 
to defer, how much to defer, and how long to defer. This Plan allows citizens to 
build a nest egg for a college education, a major purchase like a home, or save for 
retirement. The Savings Plan would require an amendment to the Pokagon Band’s 
Gaming Revenue Allocation Plan (RAP) , adding language that allows citizens the 
opportunity to defer per capita payments into this Savings Plan. If the amendments 
are approved, the Savings Plan will take effect January 1, 2016. For more details and 
frequently asked questions, check out the web link above. 

www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/departments/finance/capita/ 
capita-savings-plan 



Eugene Magnuson elected treasurer to MAST Board of Directors 


Eugene Magnuson accepted the position of treasurer on the 
governing Board of Directors for the Midwest Alliance of 
Sovereign Tribes (MAST) after this year’s election. 

MAST represents the 35 federally recognized tribes in 
Indiana, Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan. It 
supports those tribes through the passing of resolutions that 
address the needs and concerns of the tribes, which are then 
presented to leaders on Capital Hill. 

“It gives the Midwest tribes a larger platform or voice to 
share concerns,” Magnuson said. 

MAST collaborates with other native agencies such as Native American Financial 
Officers (NAFOA) and the National Indian Gaming Association (NIGA).The 


organization sometimes aids tribes outside the Midwest, recently passing a water 
rights resolution for an Apache tribe in Arizona. 

“I wanted to be a part of MAST and get to know concerns of Indian country 
outside of Michigan,” Magnuson said. 

Magnuson wants to bring the message of economic diversification from gaming 
to MAST. 

“Economic development and diversification from gaming is critical for the Pokagon 
tribe, and I know it’s important for other tribes,” he said. “We can’t rely on gaming 
forever. We need to diversify and get other ventures and businesses, non gaming. 

You can learn more about MAST on their website http://m-a-s-t.org. 
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What’s that Invasive Plant? Purple Loosestrife 
( Lythrum salicaria ) 

Although its purple flower 
spikes may look pretty, 
purple loosestrife is far from 
harmless. Purple loosestrife is 
native to Europe and parts of 
Asia, but has been introduced 
in the United States as well 
as several other countries. 
Purple loosestrife is currently 
found in all but three counties in the state of Michigan and about half the counties 
in the state of Indiana. The plant thrives in wetland areas and along roadsides 
making it a competitor for many native species. Purple loosestrife is capable of 
outcompeting native plants as well as causing changes to water levels by collecting 
silt and debris. Purple loosestrife is not utilized by birds or aquatic animals and 
many avoid the stiff stems when loosestrife is established. When purple loosestrife 
takes control waterfowl populations tend to decline in the area. Keep an eye out for 
this plant. Hand pulling is an effective means of removal in small areas. Large areas 
may require the introduction of a European insect, the purple loosestrife beetle, 
which feeds exclusively on purple loosestrife plants. 



What’s that Edible Plant? Dandelion ( Taraxacum 

officinale) 



Dandelions can be found in many types of environments and for an extended 
period of time throughout the year. Dandelions that grow in the wild are the 
best for harvesting and utilizing. The dandelion is a known diuretic and provides 
a source of calcium, vitamin C, and vitamin A, iron, and potassium. Dandelions 
have many edible uses including making various drinks from plant and flower 
parts, salads from the green leaves, fried dandelion heads, and eating the roots like 
carrots. Dandelion greens should be harvested when there is a rosette of leaves on 
the ground before the flower bud appears or they may be bitter. Small buds can 
be eaten in salads. Roots can be baked and ground into a coffee substitute or can 
be used for teas. Flower heads can be breaded and fried, or used to make yellow 
colored dye. 

It’s Trapping Season 

The Pokagon Department of Natural Resources has several types of traps that are 
currently set or being set on rotational basis on tribal properties. The traps that 
are being set are to catch different types of animals and insects for survey and 
identification purposes. These traps will help the Band establish baseline data for 
fish, turtles, and insects. Additional trapping surveys may be initiated in the near 
future. The traps that are placed in the field are marked by tags, stickers, or markers 
that they belong to the Pokagon Department of Natural Resources. If you come 
across any of the traps please leave them where they are so that we can create 
accurate estimates of populations and help to manage your natural resources for the 
next seven generations. 


Elders Kindle trainings planned for July 

Two of the interns working in the Education Department this summer will grace 
the July elders business meeting. Their presentation will cover some of the uses 
Kindles have to offer such as crossword puzzles, solitaire, Sudoku and many other 
apps. 

The Kindle workshops will take place immediately following the elders business 
meetings. Please plan on attending and bringing your Kindle and any questions you 
may have about this technology or any other technological concerns you may have. 
We look forward to seeing you there. 


Riddle 

Last month’s riddle winner is Barb Pasquill who answered, “When you went into 
the woods you got me. You hated me, yet you wanted to find me. You went home 
with me because you couldn't find me. What was I?” The answer was splinter. 

Emily Serba won a gift card for her riddle being selected. Check it out: 

If you remove the first letter, a bit remains. 

If you remove the second, bit still remains. 

After much trying, you might be able to remove the third one also, but 
it remains. It dies hard? 

Mail or e-mail in your correct answer to susan.doyle@pokagonband-nsn.gov and 
you will be entered in a drawing to win a gift card. Another way to win is to mail 
or e-mail your own riddle and the person whose riddle is selected for the next 
newsletter will win a gift card. 


Information for upcoming Elders trips 

Chicago, September 27-30 

Agawa Canyon Train Tour, October 5 -7 

Itineraries and details for both trips will be mailed in the months to come, 
but we wanted to inform you now about passport requirements for the Agawa 
Canyon trip, on which we will travel by train to Canada. 

• Pokagon citizens can show your tribal ID card to cross the U.S. 
border into Canada. 

• Non-Pokagon spouses / Michigan residents who do not have an enhanced 
Michigan driver’s license will need to show their U.S. passport, passport 
card, or NEXUS card to cross into Canada. 

• Non-Pokagon spouses who don’t reside in Michigan will need to show 
either their U.S. passport, passport card, or NEXUS card to cross into 
Canada. 

If you need to get a passport, it’s best to start the process early, allowing at least four 
to six weeks before the trip. You can call the National Passport Information 
Center at (877) 487-2778 or visit travel.state.gov/content/passports/english. 
html for more information. 

Anyone with a DUI on record will not be allowed entry into Canada. Those 
with criminal records must have a waiver before they can enter Canada. Please 
allow six to eight weeks for processing the waiver application. 

f you have any questions, please call Elders Council Chair Stanley Morseau (269) 
783-6828 orVice-chair Maxine Margiotta (269) 783-6102. 


DNR Volunteering Opportunity 

Want to learn more about insects? There are opportunities to learn more about 
both aquatic insects and terrestrial insects at the Pokagon DNR. Work is completed 
in a lab type setting and includes using microscopes and keys for identification 
purposes. Give the DNR a call today and learn some new skills (269) 782-9602. 
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Bird surveys inform DNR staff of trends, howto increase 

The hobby of bird watching provides more than a peaceful afternoon to 
participants. The Pokagon Department of Natural Resources is spending a day 
every month in this activity, collecting data about the bird populations on tribal 
lands. 

With a Circle of Flight grant — in addition to the grant that funded the bird 
and duck boxes — the DNR is surveying tribal properties to determine how large 
the bird population is, what types of birds are living here, and where the birds are 
living. 

In the same respect as the turtle monitoring, the DNR hopes to notice trends 
about bird populations. The insights they gain will allow the department to ensure 
we are providing adequate environments for the birds to live here. 

Over time, we will be able to recognize any alarming population decline, for 
example, and in response take action to prevent the decline. 


bird populations 

Natural Resources Manager Vic Bogosian explained that the wetland bird 
population is declining globally because their preferred habitats are disappearing 
as man converts them into farm land and other developments. The tribe’s land in 
North Liberty is one of the few wetlands left in this region, which is why a large 
group of cranes were seen there last migration. 

Bogosian invites all community members interested in birds to join him at his 
monthly surveys. He’ll show you the ropes and help you identify the birds you see 
and hear. 

“I’ve had to brush up on my bird call skills,” he says. 

Please call the DNR if you would like to participate at (269) 782-9602. 




A pair of bluebirds behind the tribal A pair of sandhill cranes near 
administration building. Dowagiac. 



This grassland nesting bird, called a 
dickcissel, was seen at North Liberty. 



A field sparrow, another grassland 
bird, with an insect for lunch at 
North Liberty. 



A forest-dwelling bird called a gray 
catbird that mimics other birds songs, 
seen in Edawat. 



Another grassland nesting bird at North 
Liberty, called a savannah sparrow. 



Wild turkey near Rodgers Lake, a bird 
that uses both forest and grassy habitats. 


The common yellowthroat is another 
grassland bird we find at North Liberty. 


Educational Excellence Initiative urges Pokagon students to aim high 


Pokagon students in grades kindergarten through 12th grade are encouraged to 
strive for educational excellence, to attend school regularly, and to improve their 
academic performance. A new program allows citizens to increase funding for 
educational programs they frequently use, thereby increasing their knowledge, skills 
and ability to flourish in post-secondary educational institution. 

Students must meet the following criteria: 

• Enrolled Pokagon citizen 

• Attend an accredited education agency 

• Be enrolled in grades kindergarten— 12th grade 

• Present proof of grades and attendance that meet the requirements (see 
www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/departments/education/k-12th- 
grade/ educational-excellence-initiative) for entire school year 


All money earned must be used within that same school year for such 
programming as the enrichment program, special requests, and tutoring. In 
addition, funds may be used for the Youth Transportation IDA offered through Chi 
Ishobak starting when the child turns 13 years old. The deadline to receive report 
cards is at the end of the following marking period/ semester/ quarter. 
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Be aware of UV safety this summer 

Sunburn results from too much sun or sun- equivalent exposure. Anyone who 
visits a beach, goes fishing, works in the yard, or simply is out in the sun can get 
sunburned. Sunburn is possible any time of the year, but is more common in the 
summer months when the sun’s rays are the strongest. Improper tanning bed use is 
also a source of sunburn. Although seldom fatal, severe sunburn or sun poisoning 
can be a cause for concern. One or more blistering sunburns in childhood or 
adolescence more than double a person’s chances of developing melanoma later 
in life, according to the Skin Cancer Foundation. A person’s risk for melanoma 
doubles if he or she has had five or more sunburns at any age. 

• Sunburns should be avoided at all costs to help decrease your chances of 
getting skin cancer. Some tips to help you prevent sunburn’s are below. 

• Avoid the sun during the peak hours of 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

• Wear wide-brimmed hats, long-sleeved shirts, long pants, and sunglasses with 
appropriate UV protection. 

• Use sunblock. Pay attention to the sun protection factor (SPF) and whether 
or not PABA is in the product. Some people’s skin is sensitive to PABA. 
PABA should be avoided in children younger than 6 months because it can 
cause skin irritation. Because of the tendency to produce irritation, and 
other harmful properties most sunscreens no longer contain this chemical. 

• The American Academy of Dermatology recommends a “broad-spectrum” 
(UVA and UVB) waterproof sunscreen of at least SPF 30 be used year- 
round. 

• Reapply sunscreen according to manufacturer’s instructions. 

• Be sure to apply sunscreen to all areas of the body. If you miss areas these can 
be open to sunburn. Some common missed body parts are the nose, scalp, 
and the ears. 

Kee-Boon-Mein-Kaa committee looking for 
remembrances and memorabilia for 30th powwow 
celebration 

The KMBK PowWow Committee is asking for historical information for the 2015 
PowWow. Let us know if: 

• You ever served on the KBMK PowWow Committee. If so, when and in 
what capacity; 

• If you have photos from past KBMK pow wows, especially those from St. Pat's 
Park; and 

• If you have memorabilia (programs, flyers, t-shirts) you would like to share. 

To participate or for more information, contact Marchell Wesaw at (269) 462-4204 
or at marchell.wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov. by July 2. 


Photectth&bkm 
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• Water proof and sweat proof does not really mean what it says. No sunblock 
is really water proof, it is water resistant and it should state for how long 

on the container. If your child is in the water or is sweating more frequent 
application is needed for sunscreen to be effective. Most water proof 
sunblock’s will need to be reapplied every 40-80 minutes depending on what 
brand you are using. 

• Apply sunscreen 15 minutes before going out into the sun and reapply as 
indicated. 

• Another tip is to apply the sunscreen liberally. You want to be sure that you 
and your family members have enough sunscreen on them. Commonly 
sunscreen is applied but not in great enough amount to make a difference. 

Join us at 5 p.m. July 9 for the Mishkowze dinner and presentation at Pokagon 
Health Services for more about how to be safe in the sun. Call (269) 782-4141 for 
more details and to register. 


August Financial Wellness workshops scheduled 

Chi Ishobak’s Financial Wellness workshop series continues on August 1, 2015. 

This detailed personal financial wellness workshop takes place from 10:00 am 
to 2:00 pm. There is no registration fee, but advance registration is required for 
administrative planning. Lunch will be provided for all attendees. 

If you are unable to attend, Chi Ishobak will conduct additional workshops at 
regular dates and times throughout the season. Chi Ishobak also provides individual 
financial coaching for tribal citizens that might not be able to make scheduled 
workshops or do not feel comfortable in the workshop environment. 

Chi Ishobak is always looking to provide new and improved resources to 
Pokagon citizens and financial education is no different. Chi Ishobak has updated 
its Financial Wellness curriculum to provide increased benefit to citizens. “We 
currently cover the fundamentals of personal financial management, but wanted 
to add capacity and wealth building components to our information.” Sean 
Winters said, “The more pertinent information our citizens possess makes for 
a very strong community.” 

Chi Ishobak understands the traditional Pokagon values of proper planning and 
resource management. We also understand the emotion felt when facing financial 
adversity. In order to be in control of our personal finances we need to learn to 
properly plan and allocate those finances so that we don’t waste our most precious 
resource, our income. Identifying our financial behaviors is a critical step in this 
process. Chi Ishobak is committed to providing information, resources, and the 
necessary support to tribal citizens to help break the cycle of financial adversity. 
This includes cultural relevance, savings, cash flow planning, debt management, the 
value of credit, and the emotional side of money. 

To register for the August 1 wellness workshop or if you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact Chi Ishobak at your convenience. 

Chi Ishobak, Inc. 

PO. Box 766 
27043 Potawatomi Trail 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 
(269) 783-4157 

www. chiishobak. org 
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Comic books evolve in Native American treatment 

By John Eby, reprinted from the Southwestern Michigan College 
website 

Tonto, the Lone Ranger’s sidekick, was a Potawatomi, according to Dowagiac 
comic book enthusiast Scott Topping. The radio Western originated on Detroit’s 
WXYZ. Topping’s “From Stereotype to Superhero : The History of Native Americans 
in Comic Books ” concluded the second annual One Story community reading 
program. 

Southwestern Michigan College, the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi, Dowagiac 
Union Schools, Dogwood Fine Arts Festival, Dowagiac District Library and 
Dowagiac Area History Museum, where Topping’s talk unfolded May 21, 
collaborated. 

The community-read title around which events were built to raise awareness of 
contemporary issues is 2007 National Book Award winner The Absolutely True Diary 
of a Part-Time Indian. 

“The strength of comic books is their universality. In the superhero realm 
especially, you can tell who characters are in silhouette,” Topping said. 

Another genre trait is “sequential gaps.” Artists draw one panel with a punch 
thrown and another with a villain reeling. 

“We know what happens. We don’t have to see it. We create it in our heads 
because the form lends itself to reader involvement,” Topping said. Comics’ 
strengths can be weaknesses. 

“Universality means it’s more difficult to deal with sub-groups,” Topping said. 

Publishing decisions which from today’s perspective seem racist, insensitive and 
demeaning were made “by good-intentioned people for the most part,” he said, 
“coupled with limitations in resources or knowledge. It wasn’t an evil plot to 
marginalize or make fun. 

“If you made a character representative of yourself, what would your powers be? 
Would your costume represent something about your powers or reflect the culture 
in which you were raised? More importantly, how would you do that for someone 
of a different ethnicity?” 

Traditional superhero titles remain the mainstay, but darker plot elements are no 
longer taboo. Socially relevant storylines feature mature themes such as drug use, 
alcoholism, urban poverty and environmental pollution. 

“Marvel especially was more inclusive and diverse, with minority and female 
characters,” Topping said. 



201 5 Financial wellness workshops 

Chi Ishobak is introducing an updated financial education program for 
Pokagon Band citizens, families, and employees. More than just information, 
this program is designed to identify financial behaviors and the cultural 
relevance associated with those behaviors. This workshop will cover six 
components that address the basic aspects of personal financial management 
and provide participants with the tools and processes to take control of their 
financial health. These areas include: savings, communication, budgeting, debt, 
and credit building. 

Saturday, August 1 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Saturday, November 7 10:00 am — 2:00 pm 

The Community Center 27043 Potawatomi Trail, Dowagiac, MI 49047 

• Lunch will be provided 

• There is no registration fee 

• Please call to confirm attendance 

For more information, please contact Sean Winters at (269) 783-4157 or at 
sean. winters@chiishobak. org 


Red Wolf, Marvel’s first Native 
American superhero, debuted with 
mystical powers in the September 1970 
Avengers. 

Echo, a female Native American, 
appeared as a deaf character opposite 
Daredevil, who is blind. 

Thunderbird, an Apache possessed of 
superhuman athletic ability, was briefly a 
member of the X-Men in 1975. 

John Butcher, a Native American 
vigilante trained in western and eastern 
fighting, quit the U.S. military after 
learning organized crime murdered his 
parents, making eliminating terrorists his 
personal mission. 

Tribal Force, America’s first all-Native 
superhero team, debuted in 1996. 

Arigon Starr created “Super Indian,” 
a weekly web comic about Hubert 
Logan, an ordinary reservation boy until 
he gains super powers after eating tainted 
commodity cheese. 

“The real question of the last 20 years,” 

Topping said, “is the superhero a cultural fit for all? Comic book characters are 
routinely tall, thin, fair- haired and fair-skinned, like golden idols. In contrast, 

Native Americans tend to be genetically programmed to be darker haired. Comic 
book heroes routinely rush into battle without calling for help — either from 
other heroes or from authorities. In contrast, Native Americans stress community 
involvement over glory-seeking individuals. Native Americans shun adversarial 
relations and seek inclusion. 

“We’ve gone from sidekick to superhero and a completely historical depiction of 
a people as something in 1880 to characters who live in present-day culture while 
keeping some traditions /’Topping said. 

Find more in books such as Native Americans in Comic Books by Michael 
Sheyahshe or online at bluecorncomics.com. 

PHS Pharmacy expanding services to spouses, staff 

In the near future the Pokagon Health Services Pharmacy will serve tribal spouses 
and employees of the Pokagon Band government, Four Winds Casino, and Mno 
Bmadsen and their immediate family members. The PHS Pharmacy will offer 
select over-the-counter medications such as acetaminophen, ibuprofen, nicotine 
patches, in addition to the prescriptions filled. 

The Pharmacy currently operates from a closed formulary allowing low cost 
medications; therefore, it may take extra time on the first fill to order medications 
or get your current medication changed to a formulary item. The medication cost 
or co-pay will be the non-native patient’s responsibility and is due at the time the 
prescription is picked up. 

Our Pharmacy staff will be happy to answer any questions, and one-to-one 
consultation is available for medication questions or questions regarding the new 
services offered. These new services are the first of several phases of PHS service 
expansion, so please continue to watch for updates and the launch date for this 
service. 



The cover of the first edition of Tribal 
Force , created by writer Jon Proudstar 
and artist Ryan Fluna Smith 
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POKAGON BAND OF POTAWATOMI INDIANS 
TRIBAL COURT 

58620 Sink Rd., PO. Box 355, Dowagiac, MI 49047 
Phone (269) 783-0505 Fax (269) 783-0519 


POKAGON BAND OF POTAWATOMI INDIANS 
TRIBAL COURT 

58620 Sink Rd., PO. Box 355, Dowagiac, MI 49047 
Phone (269) 783-0505 Fax (269) 783-0519 


CASE NO. 1 5-3223-GAR-PC 

Petitioner name, address, telephone: 

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians 
58620 Sink Road 
P.O.Box 180 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 


v. Respondent name, address, telephone: 

Dianna R. Carroll 
3756 E. 1000 N. 

LaPorte, IN 46350 


CASE NO. 1 5-3226-GAR-PC 

Petitioner name, address, telephone: 

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians 
58620 Sink Road 
P.O.Box 180 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 


v. Respondent name, address, telephone: 

Jennifer M. Green 
5103 Duncan Road 
Monroe, NC 28110 


Petitioner’s Attorney name, bar no., firm, address, telephone: 

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians 
Office of the General Counsel 
J. Edward Williams (P61685) 

Paul W. Shagen (P57389) 

58620 Sink Road 
P.O.Box 180 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 
(269) 783-0790 


Petitioner’s Attorney name, bar no., firm, address, telephone: 

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians 
Office of the General Counsel 
J. Edward Williams (P61685) 

Paul W. Shagen (P57389) 

58620 Sink Road 
P.O.Box 180 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 
(269) 783-0790 


NOTICE TO THE RESPONDENT AND DEADLINE TO FILE 
OBJECTION(S) 

To: Dianna R. Carroll 

1. On April 24, 2015 a Petition for Order of Garnishment was filed with the Tribal 
Court. 

2. On April 26, 2015 the Court entered an Order of Garnishment. 

3. On April 29, 2015 the Court mailed to you, by certified mail, restricted 
delivery to the addressee, return receipt requested, a true copy of the Petition for 
Order of Garnishment and Order of Garnishment and which were returned to the 
Court “Unclaimed” on May 28, 2015. 

4. Based upon return of the mailing as “Unclaimed”, an Order for Alternate Service 
for publication has been granted by the Court. 

NOTICE TO THE RESPONDENT 

You have fourteen (14) days from the date of publication of this Notice to file an 
objection with the Tribal Court to the Order of Garnishment. If you fail to file 
an objection, the Pokagon Band’s Chief Financial Officer will redirect your per 
capita payments, beginning twenty-eight (28) days from the date of publication 
of this Notice , to satisfy the total amount of judgment outstanding, and all post- 
petition interest, until paid in full. Your objection cannot contest the validity of 
the judgment and can only be based upon one or more of the reasons stated in 
subsection 3.04(a) of the Garnishment Code. 


NOTICE TO THE RESPONDENT AND DEADLINE TO FILE 
OBJECTION(S) 

To: Jennifer M. Green 

1. On April 24, 2015 a Petition for Order of Garnishment was filed with the Tribal 
Court. 

2. On April 28, 2015 the Court entered an Order of Garnishment. 

3. On April 29, 2015 the Court mailed to you, by certified mail, restricted 
delivery to the addressee, return receipt requested, a true copy of the Petition for 
Order of Garnishment and Order of Garnishment and which were returned to the 
Court “Unclaimed” on May 28, 2015. 

4. Based upon return of the mailing as “Unclaimed”, an Order for Alternate Service 
for publication has been granted by the Court. 

NOTICE TO THE RESPONDENT 

You have fourteen (14) days from the date of publication of this Notice to file an 
objection with the Tribal Court to the Order of Garnishment. If you fail to file 
an objection, the Pokagon Band’s Chief Financial Officer will redirect your per 
capita payments, beginning twenty-eight (28) days from the date of publication 
of this Notice , to satisfy the total amount of judgment outstanding, and all post- 
petition interest, until paid in full. Your objection cannot contest the validity of 
the judgment and can only be based upon one or more of the reasons stated in 
subsection 3.04(a) of the Garnishment Code. 
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POKAGON BAND OF POTAWATOMI INDIANS 
TRIBAL COURT 

58620 Sink Rd., PO. Box 355, Dowagiac, MI 49047 
Phone (269) 783-0505 Fax (269) 783-0519 

CASE NO. 1 5-3229-GAR-PC 

Petitioner name, address, telephone: 

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians 
58620 Sink Road 
P.O.Box 180 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 

Petitioner’s Attorney name, bar no., firm, address, telephone: 

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians 
Office of the General Counsel 
J. Edward Williams (P61685) 

Paul W. Shagen (P57389) 

58620 Sink Road 
P.O.Box 180 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 
(269) 783-0790 

NOTICE TO THE RESPONDENT AND DEADLINE TO FILE 
OBJECTION(S) 

To: Twilight Ferguson 

1. On April 24, 2015 a Petition for Order of Garnishment was filed with the Tribal 
Court. 

2. On April 28, 2015 the Court entered an Order of Garnishment. 

3. On April 29, 2015 the Court mailed to you, by certified mail, restricted 
delivery to the addressee, return receipt requested, a true copy of the Petition for 
Order of Garnishment and Order of Garnishment and which were returned to the 
Court “Unclaimed” on May 21, 2015. 

4. On May 19, 2015 the Court mailed to your additional address, by certified 
mail, restricted delivery to the addressee, return receipt requested, a true copy 
of the Petition for Order of Garnishment and Order of Garnishment and which 
were returned to the Court “Unclaimed” on May 26, 2015. 

5. On May 30, 2015 William Drotoz, a process server for the Court, attempted to 
serve Respondent with both the Petition for Order of Garnishment and the Order 
of Garnishment. Mr. Drotoz was unsuccessful. 

6. Based upon return of the mailing as “Unclaimed”, an Order for Alternate Service 
for publication has been granted by the Court. 

NOTICE TO THE RESPONDENT 

You have fourteen (14) days from the date of publication of this Notice to file an 
objection with the Tribal Court to the Order of Garnishment. If you fail to file 
an objection, the Pokagon Band’s Chief Financial Officer will redirect your per 
capita payments, beginning twenty-eight (28) days from the date of publication 
of this Notice, to satisfy the total amount of judgment outstanding, and all post- 
petition interest, until paid in full. Your objection cannot contest the validity of 
the judgment and can only be based upon one or more of the reasons stated in 
subsection 3.04(a) of the Garnishment Code. 


v. Respondent name, address, telephone: 

Twilight Ferguson 
(ADDRESS UNKNOWN) 
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Saturday, July 25 
1 2:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m. 

Rodgers Lake Pavilion 

58620 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

Join Kyle Malottforthe June language workshop led by our 
apprentices teaching what they are currently learning while 
living with our fluent speakers in Northern Wisconsin. 

This event is a pot luck. Please bring a side dish to pass. L&C 
will provide the entree and drinks. 

GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 

oo© 

POKAGON.COM 






Abtenib gis 


Ne'me gizhek SUNDAY 

Ngot gizhek MONDAY 

Nizh gizhek TUESDAY 

Apta gizhek ^ 




DNRTurtle Tagging 
L&C Hartford Langua 
L&C Cun Lake Youth L 
Zumba 

L&C Dowagiac Drumn 

5 

6 

Fit Kids 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Terminator 1 

Booty Boot Camp 

Terminator II 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

L&C Cun Lake Adult Language Class 

Circuit Training 

7 

Beginners Pilates 

Terminator 1 

Lean Lunch 

Terminator II 

Fit Kids 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

DNRTurtle Tagging 
L&C Gun Lake Youth La 
L&C Hartford Languagi 
Zumba 

L&C Dowagiac Drumn 

12 

13 

Fit Kids 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Terminator 1 

Booty Boot Camp 

Terminator II 

Auricular Acupuncture 

SS Terra Cotta Pot Painting Workshop 

Zumba 

L&C Cun Lake Adult Language Class 

Circuit Training 

14 

Beginners Pilates 

Terminator 1 

Lean Lunch 

Terminator II 

Fit Kids 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

L&C Hartford Langua 
L&C Cun Lake Youth L 
Zumba 

19 

20 

Fit Kids 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Terminator 1 

Booty Boot Camp 

Terminator II 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

L&C Cun Lake Adult Language Class 

Circuit Training 

21 

Beginners Pilates 

Terminator 1 

Lean Lunch 

Terminator II 

Fit Kids 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

PHS Healthy Lunch pi 
L&C Hartford Langua 
L&C Cun Lake Youth L 
Zumba 

26 

27 

Fit Kids 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Terminator 1 

Booty Boot Camp 

Terminator II 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

L&C Cun Lake Adult Language Class 

Circuit Training 

28 

Beginners Pilates 

Terminator 1 

Lean Lunch 

Terminator II 

Fit Kids 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

L&C Hartford Langua 
L&C Cun Lake Youth L 
Zumba 
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A/EDNESDAY 

Nyew gizhek THURSDAY 

Nyano gizhek FRIDAY 

Odanke gizhek SATURDAY 

1 

ige Class 
.anguage Class 

ling Class 

Fit Kids 

Lean Lunch 

EDU Elders Workshop: Tribal Perspectives 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

L&CThe Basics of Potawatomi Class 

Circuit Training 

Tribal Government offices closed in 
observance of Independence Day 

4 

Independence Day 

8 

nguage Class 

Class 

ling Class 

9 

Mishkowze: UV Safety 

Fit Kids 

Lean Lunch 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

L&CThe Basics of Potawatomi Class 

Circuit Training 

10 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

11 

Tribal Elections 

Zumba 

15 

ige Class 
.anguage Class 

16 

Fit Kids 

Lean Lunch 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

L&CThe Basics of Potawatomi Class 

Circuit Training 

17 

Michigan Indian Family Olympics 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

18 

Zumba 

L&C Language Workshop 

Baby Celebration Quilt Sewing Meeting 

22 

resentation 
ige Class 
.anguage Class 

23 

Fit Kids 

Lean Lunch 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

L&CThe Basics of Potawatomi Class 

Circuit Training 

24 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

25 

Healthy Step with Education 

Zumba 

L&C Language Workshop 

29 

ige Class 
.anguage Class 

30 

Fit Kids 

Lean Lunch 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

L&CThe Basics of Potawatomi Class 
CircuitTraining 

31 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

August 1 

Zumba 


Please visit www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov/calendar or call (800) 5 1 7-0777 for more details on these events. 
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Notice of Open Alternate Position | Enrollment Committee 

POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Tribal Cou ncil is seeking letters of 
interest from Pokagon Band citizens interested in serving on the Pokagon 
Band Enrollment Committee. There are two seats on the Enrollment 
Committee that will be available. The Enrollment Committee is a five member 
Committee. The responsibilities of the Enrollment Committee include, but 
are not limited to: (a) oversight, review, and recommendations to the Tribal 
Council on all applications for enrollment, (b) making recommendations 
to the Tribal Council on enrollment policies, laws, and citizen actions, (c) 
maintaining the Current Roll, and (d) aiding the Pokagon Band’s Enrollment 
staff in the administration of the Pokagon Band’s enrollment laws and 
procedures. 

ELIGIBILITY. In orde r to be eligible for appointment to the Enrollment 
Committee, one must be a Pokagon Band citizen. Although not required 
for appointment, the following skills are preferred: (a) defail-oriented, 

(b) achievement-oriented, (c) ability to work with the highest level of 
confidentiality and discretion, and (d) have a good knowledge of math 
fundamentals. 

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Com mittee members are appointed by the 
Tribal Council. All persons who wish to be considered for appointment must 
be present at the meeting at which the Tribal Council will review the letters 
of interest and resumes, provided that the Tribal Council may for good cause 
waive this requirement. Any person who believes that good cause exists 
to not attend such meeting should contact the Tribal Council Executive 
Secretary who will share the information with the Tribal Council. 

TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for and 
attend Enrollment Committee meetings and perform the business of fhe 
Enrollment Committee will vary. Enrollment Committee meetings are typically 
held in the evening on the second Monday of each month at the Pokagon 
Band’s administrative offices located at 58620 Sink Road, Dowagiac, 

Michigan. On average, a Committee member can anticipate a total time 
commitment of approximately five to ten hours per month. 

COMPENSATION. Enrollment Committee members are independent 
contractors and compensated for service to the Enrollment Committee at 
rates established by the Tribal Council. Currently, Committee members are 


Free Legal Aid 

For Pokagon Band Citizens 
Starting November 4, 2014 
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compensated in the amount of $75 per Committee meeting. In addition, 
Committee members are entitled to reimbursement for mileage when using 
personal vehicles to attend meetings and for other Enrollment Committee 
business, in accordance with the Pokagon Band’s Travel Policy. 

CONFIDENTIALITY. Committee members are prohibited from disclosing 
confidential information. 


TERM. The term of office for Enrollment Committee members is two years. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As Public Officials, Enrollment Committee 
members are subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the 
Code of Ethics may be obtained from the Pokagon Band’s website at www. 
pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

HOWTO APPLY. Poka gon Band citizens who wish to be considered for 
appointment, must submit a letter of interest and a current resume, by one of 
the following three methods:: 

Mail: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
P.O. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
Email: Kelly.Curran@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

QUESTIONS. If you have questions concerning the Enrollment Committee, 
please contact the Enrollment Committee Chairperson, Michaelann 
Gartner, by telephone at (269) 470-6171 or by email at michaelann. gartner@ 
pokagonband-nsn.gov. For additional information about the Enrollment 
Committee, you may also consult the Band’s Enrollment Ordinance, which 
is posted on the Pokagon Band’s websiteatwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
govern ment/codes-and-ordinances.. 

DEADLINE. This posting shall close at 5:00 pm on August 1 , 201 5. 
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Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Pokagon Health Services 

HEALTH 


Join Marcy Herbert, Pokagon Band dietician, for 
a healthy lunch every third Wednesday as she 
discusses topics around nutrition. 

All healthy lunch presentations are 1 2:00 pm to 1 :00 pm in 
the kitchen of the Commodities Building 

58650 Sink Road 
Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

Join Marcy for the July 1 5 Healthy Lunch. Mark your 
calendar for the next lunches on August 1 9 and September 1 6. 


For more information and to RSVP, contact Marcy Herbert at 
(269) 782-2472 or marcy.herbert@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 
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Notice of Open Alternate Position | Election Board 

POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Tribal Council is seeking letters of interest 
and resumes from Pokagon Band citizens who are interested to fill one 
Alternate member position on the Election Board. This appointment will be 
for an approximately four year term that will expire January 31 , 2019. The 
Election Board is a five person Board with two Alternates whose members 
are appointed by the Tribal Council. The Election Board is responsible for 
conducting Pokagon Band elections, maintaining a list of registered voters, 
and reviewing membership petitions, initiatives, and referendums. Alternates 
are not members of the Election Board, but Alternates do assist the Election 
Board in fulfilling its responsibilities and attend Election Board meetings. 
Alternates will be seated and vote in the absence of an Election Board 
member. 

QUALIFICATIONS. Alternates must meet all eligibility requirements 
applicable to members of the Election Board. To be eligible for appointment 
to the Election Board, a Pokagon Band citizen must: 

1 . Be an eligible voter of the Pokagon Band; 

2. Be at least twenty-five (25) years of age; 

3. Not be incarcerated for any criminal conviction; 

4. Not be presently a member of or candidate for Tri ba I Council, the Tribal 
Judiciary, the Ethics Board, or the Salary Commission; and 

5. Not have been convicted within the last ten (10) years of a crime subject 
to imprisonment for a term of one (1 ) year or longer, excepting those 
crimes determined by the Election Board to relate to the furtherance of 
the Band’s tribal sovereignty rights. 

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. A potential appointee must be present at 
the meeting at which the Tribal Council will interview potential appointees 
for the Alternate position, provided that the Tribal Council may for good 
cause waive such requirement. The Tribal Council has not yet established 
the meeting date at which it will interview potential appointees. Prior to 
any appointment, the Tribal Council will make a determination whether the 
interested person meets the qualifications required to serve as an Alternate 
on the Election Board. In order to make this determination, all persons 
seeking appointment must undergo a limited criminal background check 
performed by the Pokagon Band Tribal Police to ensure that the candidate 
meets the qualifications to serve. Thus, all persons interested in appointment 
must complete an Authorization to Conduct Criminal Background. You must 
contact Kateri Dayson or Katy Morseau, the Election Clerks, at (269) 782- 
9475 or (888) 782-9475 to obtain an Authorization to Conduct Criminal 
Background Check Form. 


TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for and 
attend Election Board meetings, conduct elections, and perform the business 
of the Election Board will vary. The Election Board is typically busier during 
the time leading up to and during the General Election and Elders Election. 
Additionally, there may be Referendums, Special Elections, Petitions, and 
Recalls that will require Election Board action. General Elections occur on 
the second Saturday of July and Elders Council Elections occur on the 
second Saturday of November. The dates of the Election Board meetings 
vary, but typically occur after 5:00 PM. On average, a Board member can 
anticipate a time commitment of approximately 1 0 to 25 hours per month, 
with the busiest time being the months of May, June, July, September, 
October, and November. 

COMPENSATION. Alternates may be compensated as independent 
contractors for service to the Election Board at rates established by the Tribal 
Council, only if seated at an Election Board meeting in the absence of an 
Election Board member. In addition, Alternates are entitled to reimbursement 
for mileage when using their personal vehicle to attend meetings and for 
other Election Board business in accordance with the Pokagon Band’s Travel 
Policy. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As Public Officials, Alternates are subject 
to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the Code of Ethics may be 
obtained from the Band’s website atwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

HOWTO APPLY. Poka gon Band citizens who meet the qualifications, 
and are willing to be considered for appointment to fill the Alternate 
position, must submit all of the following: (1 ) a written statement of interest; 
(2) a resume; and (3) a completed "Authorization to Conduct Criminal 
Background Check” Form, by one of the following methods: 

Mail: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
PO. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
Email: Kelly.Curran@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

QUESTIONS. If you have questions concerning the Election Board, please 
contact the Election Board offices at (269) 782-9475 or (888) 782-9475. For 
additional information about the Election Board and the election process, 
you may also consult the Band’s Election Code, which is posted on the Band’s 
website atwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/boards/election-board. 

DEADLINE. This posting will remain open until filled. 
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Notice of Open Position | Traditions/Repatriations Committee 


POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Pokagon Band Tribal Council is seeking 
letters of interest and resumes from Pokagon Band Citizens for two 
(2) Committee member positions and one (1 ) alternate position on the 
Pokagon Band Traditions/Repatriation Committee (the “Committee”). The 
Committee has the responsibility of advising the Band on cultural issues, and 
for reviewing and acting on repatriation issues on behalf of the Tribe. The 
Committee works closely with the Department of Language and Culture, 
and serves as the advisory body to the Pokagon Band Historic Preservation 
Office (THPO). 

TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for and 
attend Committee meetings and perform the business of the Committee 
will vary. The Committee meets approximately once each month to address 
general cultural issues and once per month to address issues with the 
THPO. The Committee may also meet at additional times as needed to 
fulfill Committee duties. Committee Members are expected to attend all 
Committee meetings, which are typically held at the Band’s Administration 
Building located at 58620 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Michigan. 

COMPENSATION. Committee Members are independent contractors and 
compensated for service to the Committee at rates established by the Tribal 
Council. Currently, Committee Members are compensated in the amount of 
$75 per Committee meeting. In addition, Committee members are entitled 
to reimbursement for mileage when using their personal vehicle to attend 
meetings and for other Committee business in accordance with the Band’s 
Travel Policy. 

ELIGIBILITY. All persons who wish to serve as a Member or Alternate of 
the Traditions/Repatriation Committee must have an interest in and respect 
for the traditions, culture, history, and language of the Pokagon Band and 
the Potawatomi Nation. Familiarity with the cultural teachings and practices 
of the Potawatomi is appreciated. Prospective members must be flexible in 
meeting times and locations, and be able to handle several projects at once. 

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Com mittee Members are appointed by the 
Tribal Council. All persons who wish to be considered for appointment to 
the Committee must be present at the meeting at which the Tribal Council 
will review the letters of interest and resumes; provided, however, that the 
Tribal Council may for good cause waive this requirement. Any person who 
believes that good cause exists to not attend such meeting should contact 
the Executive Secretary to the Tribal Council, who will share the information 
with the Tribal Council. Please note that the Tribal Council has not yet 
established the meeting date at which it will consider appointments to the 
Committee. 


TERM. There is no limit to the number of terms a member can serve on the 
Committee. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As a Public Official, Committee members 
are subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the Code of 
Ethics may be obtained by contacting Kelly Curran, Tribal Council Executive 
Secretary at (888) 376-9988 or by visiting the Band’s website, www. 
pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

HOW TO APPLY. Please submit letters of interest along with a current 
resume to: 

Mail: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
P.O. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
Email: Kelly.Curran@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

DEADLINE. This posting shall remain open until filled. 

QUESTIONS. All questions concerning the Committee or this notice maybe 
directed to Kevin Daugherty at kevin.daugherty@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


Guidelines for Pokegnek Yajdanawa Submissions 


Enrolled citizens of the Pokagon Band are encouraged to submit original 
letters, stories, pictures, poetry, and announcements for publication in Pokegnek 
Yajdanawa. Submissions shall be the views and product of the submitting member. 
Submissions written by or to a third-party, such as the governor or a congressman, 
and copied to Pokegnek Yajdanawa are not original. 

Anonymous or “name withheld” submissions will not be published. Members 
shall include their tribal enrollment number, full name, and mailing address 
with all newsletter submissions. Tribal enrollment number and mailing address 
will be used for verification purposes and will not be published, unless member 
specifically requests to have it published. 

Newsletter staff will contact members should any reason arise that may delay or 
prevent posting of newsletter submissions. To ensure timely communication with 
members regarding their newsletter submissions, members may choose to provide 
additional contact information such as a phone number or e-mail address. Phone 
numbers, e-mail addresses, and other provided contact information will not be 
published, unless member specifically requests to have it published. 


Not all submissions are guaranteed publication upon submission. Newsletter 

staff reserves the right to refuse submissions based on the following criteria; 

1 . False, misleading, or defamatory; 

2. Discriminatory, sexist, racist, demeaning, insulting, or otherwise 
offensive to another; 

3. Threatening, harassing, intimidating, or otherwise may tend 
to produce fear; 

4. Profane, obscene, pornographic, indecent, or patently offensive 
to the average user; 

5. Disruptive to the office, undermining of the Band’s or a supervisor’s authority, 
or impairing of working relationships; and 

6. Absolutely no political campaigning is allowed. 
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Tuesday, July 1 4 Monday, August 1 0 Monday, August 24 
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Join us at Michigan's beautiful Van Buren State Park for hikes led by a park naturalist. 

Hikes meet at the explorer guide area. Co to the second day parking area; you will see a 
sign for Explorer Guide Area. 

Attend the hike and you will receive a State Park pass for you to enjoy the park for the 
rest of the year. Please wear appropriate hiking attire. Some of the hike will be on the 
sand dunes. 

For more information or to register, contact Elizabeth Leffler at (269)462-4406 cyankobjecemen 
or Dean Orvis at (269)462-4290. A jPt 

U o 

POKACON.COM 


Department of Education 

Win a Kindle 

Submit a photo of you using your Discovery Kit or write 
a small article about how you used your Kit. Be creative. 

One female and one male winner will be selected. The 
winning photos or articles will be published in the 
tribal newsletter, Pokegnek Yajdanawa. 

Entries must be received by Monday, August 3, 2015. 

Please send your entries to: 

Department of Education 
P.O. Box 180 

. CYANKOBJECEMEN 

Dowagiac, HI 49047 stay connected 


or e-mail to susan.doyle(a>pokagonband-nsn.gov 


GO© 

POKACON.COM 
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2016 Vohmpn OOanxi ©aiiy CeletAnhorv 

(Quilt Sewings < Wo\fz&hop 

{July 18, 2015 
10:00 am-11:00 am 
Community, Center 

Snacks will be provided. For more information or to 
RSVP please call Gale “Rusty” Green at (3 1 7) 691-0086 
or Beth Moody at (269) 783-2478. 



Do you have any ideas 
for programming? 



October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month. 

The Domestic Violence Team is looking for some 
suggestions for events and programming for the month. 
Over the past two years we’ve hosted a lot of successful 
events and want to keep that momentum going. 

If you have any thoughts, please contact Casey Kasper at 
(269) 462-4324 or casey.kasper@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


Pokegnek Bodewadmik 

POKACON BAND OF POTAWATOMI 

Department of Social Services 


GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 
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Notice of Availability Environmental assessment for the forest management plan for the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 


The Bureau of Indian Affairs, Midwest Region is initiating a 30-day public 
comment period on an Environmental Assessment (EA) regarding the impacts 
of the implementation of a Forest Management Plan initiated by the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs (BIA).The BIA Midwest Region proposes to implement a Forest 
Management Plan (FMP) for the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians of 
Michigan. The FMP includes and sets policy for Forest and Fire Protection, in 
addition to insect and disease monitoring, trespass, timber harvest for forest health, 
fire prevention, fire suppression, arson investigation, and Forest Development, 
including planting, emergency rehabilitation, and other projects to promote the 
health and sustainability of forest resources. 

The FMP has been developed based upon resource-specific management policy 
and is responsive to Tribal goals and objectives. The FMP provides for the direction 
and technical specifications for which day-to-day resource management activities 
are regulated. Based on the completed Environmental Assessment, it has been 
determined that the selected alternative to implement an FMP for the Pokagon 
Band of Potawatomi Indians will not result in significant impacts to the quality of 
the natural or human environment, a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) 
was determined, and an Environmental Impact Statement is not required. 


The public review and comment period for the EA will begin on the publication 
date of this notice. 

For additional information or a copy of the documents, contact: 

Kristen Lease 

US Bureau of Indian Affairs 
5600 American Boulevard West, Suite 500 
Bloomington, Minnesota 55437 
Phone: (612) 725-4522 
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DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 

Terra Cotta Pot 
Painting Workshop 

Monday, July 1 3 
10:00 am 

Tribal Artist Angie Rice will teach a painting class for women in the 
community. If you are interested in painting a pot to be used for gardening 
please contact Casey Kasper at (269) 462-4324 or casey.kasper@ 
pokagonband-nsn.gov to register. 1 — 


A potluck lunch will follow so bring a dish to pass if you are able. 




DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 


Project LAUNCH 

Parent Advisory Group 



This group meets once a month and is composed of parents and caregivers 
of children 0-8 years of age. Each Department meets with the Parent 
Croup and discusses ways we can help improve the services for our 
Pokagon Youth. The Parent Croup also receives a cultural teaching from a 
member of the Pokagon Community. 

If you're interested in attending please contact JT Laraway, Young Child 
Wellness Coordinator, (269) 462-4450. 


CYANKOBJECEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 


POKACON.COM 


DNR develops pesticide management policy and seeks 
citizen comment 

The Pokagon Department of Natural Resources has developed a Pesticide 
Management Policy and is making the policy available for citizen comment. If 
you would like to review the policy please log on to www.pokagonband-nsn. 
gov/ government/ departments/natural-resources/environmental-quality-division/ 
pesticide-management and provide your comments in the suggestion box. 
Additionally, citizens can stop in to the DNR office and request a hard copy or 
may call the office (269-782-9602) to have a hard copy mailed. 



www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/departments/natural-resources/ 

environmental-quality-division/pesticide-management 
















Elders Lunch Menu | Demen gises June 
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Per Capita News 

The Enrollment Office needs the following individuals to update their addresses so 
that these payments can be mailed. If there is an X in the column(s) by your name, 
you have either a Christmas check and/ or per capita payments due to you. Please 
contact Beth Edelberg in the Enrollment Office at (269) 782-1763 or Deidre 
Ecker in the Finance Department at (269) 462-4209. 


Enrollment 

# 

Name 

Christmas 2014 

Monthly Per Cap 

83 

John Dylan Watson 

X 


406 

Michael Lynn Hewitt 

X 

X 

857 

Peter John Ramirez 

X 


1446 

Bobby Marcus Haynes 

X 


1986 

Cristian M Cobb 

X 

X 

2717 

Zachary T. Huffman 


X 

4227 

Scott Brewer Jr 

X 

X 

4442 

Mason Tyler Currey 

X 



Please note - you must have a deliverable address on file. 


Attention 1 8 to 20 Year Olds I Per Capita Information 

Attention all high school seniors who are graduating from high school or 
individuals who may be completing their G.E.D. If you are at least 18 years old 
and have achieved either of these you are now eligible to receive your monthly per 
capita checks. All you have to do is send a copy to the Enrollment office. You may 
either mail or fax this. The address to mail to is: 

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Attn: Enrollment Office 
P OBox 180 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 

OR fax to: (269) 782-1964 

The document must be received by July 15 in order to make it on the August 
2015 check run. Anything received after July 15 will be processed on the check 
run for September 2015. If you have any questions please call the direct per capita 
phone line at (269) 462-4209 or (269) 462-4200 or toll free (800) 517-0777. 


Are you eligible for certain Michigan tax exemptions? 

If you are an enrolled Pokagon citizen, and you live in the tribe’s Tax Agreement 
Area (as is defined in the State Tax Agreement between the Pokagon Band of 
Potawatomi Indians and the state of Michigan) , then please fill a Resident Tribal 
Member (RTM) Application to see if you are eligible to start receiving these 
benefits. The application is available online here: www.pokagonbandnsn.gov/ 
departments/fmance/state-tax-agreements 

Please read the Tax Agreement Overview (www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
departments/ finance/ state-taxagreements) to learn about these benefits and see a 
map of the Tax Agreement Area. You will also find individual township maps at that 
link. If you think you may live inside the Tax Agreement Area boundaries (green 
shaded areas), then you may be able to register with the State of Michigan and get 
relief from certain taxes. 

In order to get registered, you must apply by filling out a Resident Tribal 
Member (RTM) Application and returning it to Julie Rodriguez in the Finance 
Department. Upon review of your application, we will notify you of your 
eligibility status. 

If you have any questions, or comments regarding the Tax Agreement or your 
RTM status or benefits, please do not hesitate to contact Julie at (269) 462-4210 or 
Julie. Rodr iguez@p okagonband-nsn. gov. 


Per Capita Important Dates 


Deadline to receive 
Changes/updates/additions 
Received by 

Finance Department 

Checks mailed out on 

Check date 

Direct deposits in accounts 

Thursday, January 1 5, 201 5 

Thursday, January 29, 201 5 

Friday, January 30, 2015 

Friday, February 13,2015 

Thursday, February 26, 201 5 

Friday, February 27,2015 

Friday, March 13,2015 

Monday, March 302015 

Tuesday, March 31, 2015 

Wednesday, April 15,2015 

Wednesday, April 29, 2015 

Thursday, April 30, 2015 

Friday, May 15, 201 5 

Thursday, May 28,2015 

Friday, May 29, 2015 

Monday, June 15,2015 

Monday, June 29, 2015 

Tuesday, June 30, 2015 

Wednesday, July 15, 2015 

Thursday, July 30, 2015 

Friday, July 31 , 201 5 

Friday, August 14, 2015 

Thursday, August 27, 201 5 

Friday, August 28, 2015 

Tuesday, September 1 5, 201 5 

Tuesday, September 29, 201 5 

Wednesday, September 30, 201 5 

Thursday, October 1 5, 201 5 

Thursday, October 29, 201 5 

Friday, October 30, 2015 

Monday, November 2, 201 5* 

Tuesday, November 24, 201 5 

Wed, November 25, 201 5 

Friday, December 4, 201 5* 

Thursday, December 1 7, 201 5 

Fri, December 18,2015 


* Please note, in 2015, the November deadline for changes is November 2 and the December 
deadline is December 4. This is due to time limitations on all the events that occur at this time 
of the year. 


Per Capita Direct Deposit & Tax Withholding Forms 

For those tribal citizens receiving per capita checks in the mail and who do not 
have direct deposit, enclosed with your check you will find a direct deposit and a 
tax withholding form. These will be included with your check every month until 
we achieve 100% direct deposits. 

The tribe is currently having mandatory direct deposit for per capita checks. In 
the case of individuals not being able to set up a bank account, the tribe is offering 
a cash card on which the per capita checks will be loaded onto every month. We 
are making efforts to give everyone a chance to set up a bank account of your 
choice and on your own. 

As always, the tax withholding form is not mandatory although highly suggested 
as per capita payments are subject to federal and state taxes. The tribe only 
withholds federal taxes with a completed form, state taxes are the responsibility of 
the citizen. 

If you have any questions, please call the direct per capita phone line at 
(269) 462-4209 or (269) 462-4200 or toll free (800) 517-0777. The per capita 
phone line and my extension both have lengthy messages listing various per capita 
information. Please leave a message and I will return your call as soon as possible. 
Both of the above stated forms are available online at www.Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Once you turn in a direct deposit form and as long as I receive it by the 15th of 
the month, the information will be entered into the system and the first month is 
always a test run to the bank, so the check will still be mailed to you. The following 
month, as long as I do not receive any errors from the bank, will be direct deposit. 
As earlier stated, you will continue to receive the two forms in with your checks 
every month. If you have completed a form, no need to fill out another one. 
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Tribal Council July Calendar of Events 

6 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

7 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 10 a.m. 
1 1 Elections, Community Center, 1 0 a.m.. 

13 Tribal Council Hiatus 

14 Tribal Council Hiatus 

20 Tribal Council Hiatus 

21 Tribal Council Hiatus 

27 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

28 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 

Please check the website, www.pokagonband-nsn.gov, or call (888) 782-2426 
before attending to confirm that a meeting has not been cancelled. 

Can’t Get to Elders Council Business Meetings? 
Participate Via Webcast 

Business meetings are held the first Thursday of every month at the Community 
Center in Dowagiac. For your convenience the meetings are now broadcast on 
the internet to listen in on what is going on with the Elders. If you are able to 
take advantage of this — please do! — Elders business meetings are called to order at 
11:00 a.m. Visit the Pokagon website to access the webcasting: www.pokagonband- 
nsn.gov/citizens/web-casting.Any questions, please call Stanley Morseau, Elders 
Chairman, (269) 783-6828. 


Tribal Council August Calendar of Events 

3 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

4 Gaming Authority Closed Session, FourWinds New Buffalo, 10a. m 

1 0 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

1 1 Gaming Authority Closed Session, FourWinds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m 
1 5 Tribal Council Meeting, Community Center, 1 0 a.m. 

1 7 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

18 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds Hartford, 10a.m. 

24 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

25 Gaming Authority Closed Session, FourWinds New Buffalo, 10a. m 
24 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

Please check the website, www.pokagonband-nsn.gov, or call (888)782-2426 
before attending to confirm that a meeting has not been cancelled. 


Don’t forget our social lunches held every third Thursday of the month. On 
these days we may have holiday parties, special events, or games. Every weekday 
a hot lunch is served at the Elders Hall. You are welcome to come to meet new 
elders you may not know or visit your friends. 


Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Department of Social Services 



Saturday, August 29 
10:00 am-2:00 pm 
Community Center 


A Mom-to-Mom Sale is essentially a huge rummage sale where parents can buy gently used baby 
and kids items directly from other parents. Get great deals on second hand baby clothing, kids 
clothing, maternity clothing, toys, books, games, furniture and gear! 

To reserve a table to sell your gently used items, please call Rachel Orvisat (712) 420-3322 or 
email drorvis@gmail.com. Space is limited so reserve your table early! 

This event is a fundraiser for the Pokagon Band Domestic Violence Program. Please consider a 
donation to support a local womens shelters. Suggested donations include: $2, or items such as 
paper products, over the counter medicine for adults and children, baby items (especially diapers 
size 6), and personal hygiene items. 
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4th annual 


A Healthy Step 
with Education 


Saturday, July 25, 2015 
10:00 am-3:00 pm 
Health Services Building 


T he Department of Health Services and the Department of Education invite you to 
the fourth annual A Healthy Step with Education. This day will be filled with health 
education, screenings, PreK-12 program registration and activities. This event is for the 
whole family, birth to elder. It is open to all tribal citizens, employees and their families. 


• Department of Education’s 
PreK-12 Program 
registration 

• Vision & Hearing 
Screenings 

• Smoke House with Local 
Fire Department 

• Ambulance 

• Hair Cuts 

• Face Painting 


Cultural Craft 
Bounce House 
Massages 
Cultural Teachings 
Health Works! Kohl’s Fit 
Feastival 

Sports Physical (First come, 
first serve, limited space. 
Bring your schools form) 
Speech Screenings 


& Developmental 
Assessments 
Sports Tournaments 
Car Seat Safety 
Dental Check Ups 
for Children 
Lunch 
Prizes 


Please come and join in the fun. 


Questions? Contact Liz Leffler at (269) 462-4406 or 
Susan Doyle at (269) 782-0887. 
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Tribal Office Directory 

Administration 

Health Services 

Information Technology 

58620 Sink Road 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-4141 

(269) 782-8998 

Toll Free (800) 5 1 7-0777 

Toll Free (888) 440-1234 

FAX (269) 782-6882 

Housing & Facilities 

57824 East Pokagon Trail 

Commodities 

(269) 783-0443 

(269) 782-3372 

FAX (269) 783-0452 

Toll Free (888) 281-1 1 1 1 

Human Resources 

FAX (269) 782-7814 

58620 Sink Rd. 

Communications 

(269) 782-8998 

58620 Sink Rd. 

FAX (269) 782-4253 

(269) 782-8998 

Compliance 

58620 Sink Rd. 

Language & Culture 

58653 Sink Rd. 

(269) 462-4325 

(269) 782-8998 

Mno-Bmadsen 

4 1 5 E. Prairie Ronde St. 

Chi Ishobak 

27043 Potawatomi Trail 

(269) 783-41 1 1 

(269) 783-4157 

Natural Resources 

32142 Edwards St. 

Education 

(269) 782-9602 

58620 Sink Rd. 

FAX (269) 783-0452 

(269) 782-0887 

Social Services 

Toll Free (888) 330-1234 

58620 Sink Rd. 

FAX (269) 782-0985 

(269) 782-8998 

Elders Program 

Toll Free (800) 5 1 7-0777 

53237 Townhall Rd. 

FAX (269) 782-4295 

(269) 782-0765 

South Bend Area Office 

Toll Free (800) 859-2717 

3733 Locust Street 

FAX (269) 782-1696 

Elections 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-9475 

Toll Free (888) 782-9475 

South Bend, IN 46614 
(574) 282-2638 

Toll Free (800) 737-9223 

FAX (574) 282-2974 
(269) 782-8998 

Tribal Council 

Enrollment 

58620 Sink Rd. 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-6323 

(269) 782-1763 

Toll Free (888) 376-9988 

FAX (269) 782-1964 

FAX (269) 782-9625 

Finance 

Tribal Court 

58620 Sink Rd. 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

(269) 783-0505/ 

Toll Free (800) 517-0777 

FAX (269) 783-0519 

FAX (269) 782-1028 

Tribal Police 

Head Start 

58155 M-5 1 South 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-2232 

(269) 783-0026/ 

Toll Free (866) 399-0161 

(866) 250-6573 

FAX (269) 782-9795 

FAX (269) 782-7988 


Junior and Senior Youth Council Members Wanted 

Both Senior and Junior Youth Councils are open to any Pokagon youngster. 
Anyone can join, and eventually run for the executive board. Besides the 
age divisions, there are differences between the two groups. The Junior 
Youth Council provides a voice for native youth between the ages of 1 2 
and 18. The Council promotes the development of future tribal leaders 
through educational attainment and Potawatomi language, culture, pride, 
and identity. The Junior Youth Council also coordinates community service 
projects and provides opportunities for native youth to interact for fun 
and friendship. 


Tribal Council Directory 

(888) 376-9988 

Chairman 

John P. Warren 

(269)214-2610 

JohnWarren@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Vice-chairman 

Robert Moody, Jr 

(269) 783-9379 

Bob.Moody@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Treasurer 

Eugene Magnuson 

(269) 783-9297 

Eugene.Magnuson@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Secretary 

Faye Wesaw 

(269) 782-1864 

Faye.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Steve Winchester 

(269) 591-0119 

Steve.Winchester@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Thomas Wesaw 

(269) 783-6831 

Tom.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.govov 


Member at large 

Michaelina Martin 

(269) 783-9260 

Micky.Martin@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Andy Jackson 

(269) 783-9340 

Andy.Jackson@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Roger Rader 

(269) 783-9039 

Roger.Rader@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Elders Representative 

Carl Wesaw 
(269) 240-8092 

Carl.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Executive Secretary 

Kelly Curran 

(269) 591-0604 

Kelly.Curran@pokagonband-nsn.gov 


Elders Council Directory 

Elders Hall (800)859-2717 or (269)782-0765 


Chair 

Stanley Morseau 
(269) 462-5797 

Vice Chair 

Maxine Margiotta 
(269)783-6102 

Secretary 

Audrey Huston 
(269) 591-4519 


Treasurer 

Clarence White 

(269) 876-1118 

Member at Large 

Cathy Ford 


Senior Youth Council Directory 


Chairman 

Vacant 

Treasurer 

Alex Wesaw 

Alex.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Secretary 

Cassondra Church 

Cassondra.Church@pokagonband-nsn.gov 


Member at large 

Michael Gamache 

Michael.Camache@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Skyler Daisy 

Skyler.Daisy@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Nicole Holloway 

Interim Youth Culture Coordinator 

(269) 462-4325 


The Senior Youth Council provides a voice for Pokagon citizens between 
the ages of 1 8 and 24. The Senior Youth Council also coordinates 
community service projects and provides opportunities for Pokagon young 
adults to interact for fun and friendship. The Council mobilizes members 
toward positive goals, promotes the development of future tribal leaders and 
educates native youth about tribal government. 





Abtenib gises July Citizen Announcements 


Congratulations to Austin 
Garcia! He placed 4th at the 
Michigan Youth Wrestling 
Association State Tournament 
this spring. Austin is in the 
2006-2007 age group at 43 
pounds. 

We are so proud of you! Love, 

Dad, stepmom Krista, and big 
sister, Jenna 


Happy birthday July 1 6 to my 
wonderful son, Troy! You’re 
still as cute as ever! 

Love you! Mom 


Happy Sweet 1 6 , Sierra 
Taylor! We hope you have the 
best birthday ever! 

Love Mom, Brooke, Spencer, 
Aunt Marcia and Uncle Brad! 





Happy birthday Lee Falk 70 years old on June 19! 
Love, your family 


Stephanie Mannisto, daughter 
of Howard Mannisto Jr. and 
Brenda Mannisto, received 
a Bachelor of Fine Arts in 
illustration at Northern 
Michigan University May 2. 
Congratulations Stephanie! 



Congratulations to Eliana Parker 
on your graduation from Frazier 
Mountain High School, ranked 
third in your graduating class with 
a near perfect CPA. Wow! What 
a great job! We love you and wish 
you the best at UC Santa Barbara. 
And so.. .the adventure begins! 

Love and may Cod bless your 
adventures, 

Dad, Mom, Sister Esther, and 
Uncle Guy 

Congratulations Nizhoni! 

We are very proud 
of your high school 
accomplishments. You will 
do very well at Adams State 
University and on their 
volleyball team! 

We love you very much, 

Mom, Dad, Shandiin, 

Alilee Bah, Deezbah and 
Bahozhoni Church 





Happy 1 st birthday to 
our sweet girl, Bridget! 
We love you so much! 
Mom and Dad 


Morseau/Morsaw Family Reunion 

A time for us fo get acquainted and have some 
fun, activities for everyone young and old. 

Planning meeting 

Saturday, July 1 8 I 2 p.m. 

Rodgers Lake Pavilion 

Reunion 

September 7 | 1 0 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Rodgers Lake 

Please bring a dish to pass! 

Questions? Contact Lucinda Craverett-Smith 
(269) 330-1 677 or Cathy Morseau Ford (269) 
783-9380. 



Sia is very proud of her 
Potawatomi heritage and with the help of her mom 
made a display of Potawatomi Traditions for the 
class and dressed in her new regalia made for her 
by Karrie Lufzke also of the Pokagon Band. 


Congratulations to Sia 
White, daughter of Daniel 
White (Pokagon citizen 
deceased) and Tina Mason. 
Sia recently completed 
Grade Three attaining the 
Honor Roll all four quarters 
at Liberty Elementary, 
Mishawaka, IN. 


Much love from proud Grandparents John and 
Barbara White, Mom Tina and Daddy Scott, 
brother Denton and her extended family. 
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Page 2 

Higher Education 
citizen portal 
launches. 


Page 7 

Council designates 
August as 
Breastfeeding 
Awareness Month. 


Page 12-1 3 

Want to serve on the 
Ethics or Election 
Board? 


Pokagon Youth attend Tribal Youth Gathering and UNITY Conference 

More than 1,000 youth convened at the first Tribal Youth 
Gathering hosted at the White House. Those in attendance 
included four Pokagon BandYouth Council members andYouth 
Cultural Coordinator Rebecca Williams. 

They heard First Lady Michelle Obama speak about the impact 

of native culture and medicine, the importance of youth, and 

offer her and the President s support. Cabinet officials, the 

White House Council on Native American Affairs, and others 

also spoke. n/ , 

r Please turn to ip age 3 



Circuit Healing helps citizens on their path to wellness 


Recently ten citizens embarked on a journey of healing 
through a new program offered at Pokagon Health Services. 
Called Circuit Healing, it is a course of three treatments taken 
one after the other once a week: acupuncture (or magnets, 
for the needle-averse), talk therapy, and massage therapy And 
judging by the results of the first group of patients, the effects 
have been positive. 

According to Daun Beida, the behavioral health program 
supervisor who initiated Circuit Healing, one client who 
was smoking two packs of cigarettes a day is down to one 
cigarette a day, while another is smoke free after smoking 
one pack a day for years. Another who suffered migraine 
headaches and was using prescription solutions no longer 
gets migraines. 

“We took inventories with patients during their first, fourth, 
eighth and twelfth weeks of the program,” she said. “They’re 
showing less depression and anxiety.” 

Circuit Healing is designed for people struggling to 
overcome addictions and mood disorders. The program is 
supported by an Access to Recovery grant from Michigan’s 
Inter- tribal Council and the U.S. Substance Abuse and 


Mental Health Services Administration. The three therapies 
are scheduled back-to-back, but only on Thursdays between 
8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Transportation assistance is offered. 

A new group of patients will start the twelve week program 
August 6. Following the 12 weeks, patients can continue 
counseling and acupuncture at PHS while the massage 
appointments are arranged with the therapists independently. 

“Acupuncture feels tingly and gives me a sense of wellbeing, 
something I ? d never felt before without other substances,” 
said participant Ashley Beavers. “The massage is amazing; my 
neck and back pain hasn't been acting up. I used to smoke 
three-fourths of a pack of cigarettes a day, now I maybe 
smoke five or six cigarettes. I’ve been off alcohol for a month 
now. I’ve been pleasantly surprised.” 

Two years ago Bieda began looking for natural healing 
techniques with a cultural element for behavioral health 
patients. 

“I researched touch therapy techniques like massage and hot 
rocks,” she said. “Now, the Pokagon Band is paving the road 
in this approach.” 
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Pokegnek Yajdanawa Minke gises 201 5 


Adult work experience opportunity offered 

The Pokagon Band has an opening for training placements with the Department 
of Education and Head Start. In this work skills training program, the program 
participant will be responsible for learning and performing clerical and receptionist 
skills such as directing public, assisting with initial program application process, 
performing customer service and data entry. 

The training placement at the Department of Education will be assisting more 
specifically with Higher Education and the Simon Pokagon Memorial 
Research Library, while the training placement at Head Start will be focusing 
on pre-K programs. 

The participant would need to meet the basic Workforce Innovation and 
Opportunity Act placement eligibility requirements, which are being low-income, 


unemployed or underemployed; be a Native American with Pokagon Band tribal 
preference; 18 years or older; and residing in the ten county service area. In 
addition, the participant must: 

1. Be able to pass background checks and drug test 

2. Have already obtained a GED and/or high school diploma 

3. Be pursuing further educational training preferably in courses of education, 
child development and/ or psychology 

Contact Traci Henslee, workforce training and resource specialist, at traci.henslee@ 
pokagonband-nsn.gov or (269) 462-4218 no later than Friday, August 21 by 5 p.m. 
to apply. 


New Higher Education portal launches August 1 1 


Beginning August 11, Pokagon students taking 
advantage of Higher Education services will have 
a streamlined, electronic system for submitting 
documents and accessing program information. The 
Higher Education citizen portal offers students an 
anytime, anywhere method for submitting book 
stipend or scholarship forms; all you need is an 
internet-connected computer. 

Once the system is live after August 1 1 , students can 
find it here: www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/ 
departments/education/higher-education. Students 
will first have to verify citizenship and register just 
like users do for online accounts with insurance 
companies or banks, for example. An e-mail account 
must be provided, and the account must be with one 
of the following services: Amazon, Google, Facebook, 
Linkedln or Microsoft. This procedure protects citizen 
data and privacy by ensuring the tribe won’t have 


access to passwords since the sign on is through the 
e-mail provider, not a tribal system. 

After students have authenticated they can login 
anytime to check the status of their application. 
Students can upload their class schedule or grades to 
the system digitally from a photo or JPG, PNG or 
PDF files. The students can screen shot their status and 
keep the Band and their colleges abreast of what forms 
might be outstanding. And they will be able to view 
their entire academic history of higher education via 
the portal. 

“This will create higher efficiency; as soon as you 
submit documentation your book stipend payment 
can be into the payment work flow in a matter of 
hours,” said Sam Morseau, director of education. “And 
since many Pokagon college students live outside of 
the ten county service area, this is a meaningful way 
for us to better serve those across the nation.” 


The portal is best viewed via Chrome or Firefox 
internet browsers. Starting in the fall 2016 the 
Department of Education will no longer accept paper 
applications and documents for Higher Education 
services. 

This is just the beginning of better e-government 
services for Pokagon citizens. The Higher Education 
citizen portal is the foundation of a future system that 
will allow citizens to update records and apply for 
programs via secure online procedures. Stay tuned! 

If you have any questions about the Higher 
Education program, please contact Joseph Avance 
higher education specialist at (269) 782-0887 or 
Joseph.Avance@PokagonBand-nsn.gov . 

www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/ 
departments/education/higher-education 
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Language class videos available on website 

Videos of the Dowagiac 12 Week Basic Language Course classes are on the Band 
website available for anyone to view. Watching these videos count as hours toward 
the Pokagon Language Incentive Program. 

A goal of the government is to make more services available to citizens not living 
in the 10-county service area, and the Language Program is taking that goal head- 
on with these videos. Those unable to attend classes in person can view the videos 
and learn from their homes. 

If you would like to take part in the Language Incentive Program, simply watch 
a class video, then e-mail Language Coordinator Rhonda Purcell, telling her which 
video you watched and when you watched it. 


Then, Purcell will verify you watched the video with analytic software. Once she 
is able to confirm you viewed the entire video, she will credit those hours to you. 
Be sure to watch the video to its completion. 

The videos of the language classes also serve as a resource for students who are 
able to attend. They can watch sections of class if they forget something or need 
clarification. 

According to Purcell, these videos are a gift for the next generation, keeping the 
language alive and showing them a portion of our language journey. 
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Two tribal officers are now car seat technicians 


Tribal Police Officers Jason Flick and Karen Klug have become 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration certified child 
passenger safety technicians. Their class consisted of lecture, 
hands-on practice, role-playing, and a written and demonstrated 
skills assessment test. The final day of the training consisted of 
participating in a community car east safety seat checkup in the 
Kalamazoo area. 

Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for young 
children, and properly restrained children have more than a 50 
percent greater chance of surviving a crash. When driving with 
children, always use the appropriate car seat or seat belt. 

Michigan’s Child Passenger Safety Law requires that children 
under four years of age must be properly secured in a federally 
approved child restraint in the rear seat of a vehicle. A child who is 
four years of age or older but less than eight years of age and who 
is less than 4 feet 9 inches in height must be properly secured in a child restraint 
system in accordance with the child restraint manufacture’s and vehicle instructions. 



Children ages eight years of age or older but less than 1 6 years of 
age must use a safety belt in all seating positions. All children younger 
than 13 years of age should be restrained in the rear seat of a vehicle 
according to the American Academy of Pediatrics policy statement. 

The Tribal Police Department is available to inspect your current 
car safety seat and appointments can be made by calling (269) 782- 
2232. The child must be present for the car seat checkup, the vehicle 
must have lap/ shoulder belt available for the child needing a booster 
seat, and parents must install the seat after being educated on the 
proper way to install the correct car seat. 

The Tribal Police Department believe that by working together 
to increase the correct use of child safety seats and seat belts, we 
can reduce the number of needless injuries and deaths to our most 
vulnerable passengers, our children. 


Pokagon Youth attend Tribal Youth Gathering and UNITY Conference, continued from page 1 



The gathering built on the Obama administration's Generation Indigenous (Gen-I) 
initiative, which funds and expands education, health, employment, and social 
services for native youth. 

The White House worked in collaboration with United National Indian Tribal 
Youth (UNITY) and the Departments of Justice and Health and Human Services to 
host the event. 

This gathering predicated the UNITY conference, where Minister Louis 
Farrakhan gave an invitation to indigenous people to come to the second Million 
Man March this October 2015, according to Williams. Farrakhan called the first 
march in 1995 around the Washington Mall, seeking to unite the African American 
community in their strength and struggles. 

Judge LeRoy M. Not Afraid of the Crow Nation spoke on suicide prevention, 
sharing the story of losing his daughter to suicide, which severely plagues native 
nations. He reminded the youth that every life is important. 

“He totally captivated the audience,” Williams said. “I think it touched a lot of 
people in a personal way.” 

This conference was an important time of networking for the Pokagon youth and 
learning what other youth councils are doing in their communities. 


Pokagon Native Nations Youth Council and the Saginaw Chippewa Youth 
Council members meet Michigan Senator Debbie Stabenow. 


Pokegnek Yajdanawa 


Pokegnek Yajdanawa is the monthly voice of Pokegnek 
Bodewadmik, the Pokagon Band of the Potawatomi. 

Citizens are encouraged to submit original letters, stories, 
pictures, poetry and announcements for publication in 
Pokegnek Yajdanawa. Submissions are subject to the established 
guidelines. 


The deadline for citizen submissions for the newsletter is always 
the fourteenth of each month. Please send items for publication to: 

Pokegnek Yajdanawa 
Box 180 

Dowagiac, MI 49047 

Po kago n . N ewsletter@PokagonB and-nsn . gov 
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Clothing drive planned for South Dakota Indian School students 


The children of the St. Joseph Indian School in South Dakota are in need of 
clothing and personal hygiene products. We are hoping to fill a truck up and 
send these much-needed items to the children there. We will be collecting these 
items during the moths of August and September at the Self-Storage Units by the 
Housing Department office on Dailey Road in Dowagiac. 


Please help us help children in other native communities by dropping off any 
season clothing in both adult and children sizes between 1 and 3 p.m. every 
Wednesday in August and September. Questions? Contact Tom Wesaw (269) 
621-0371 or Jeannie Mollett (269) 463-5355. Anything you can spare is greatly 
appreciated. Migwech. 


Citizens in Minnesota Meet with Council 



Tribal Council plans to increase outreach efforts to citizens who live outside 
the service delivery area. Council members were in St. Paul for the National 
Congress of American Indians mid-year conference in June and hosted a 
luncheon for Pokagons to share concerns, offer ideas for service improvements, 
and ask any questions. 

“It was a great success and we’re looking to make the activity a regular event,” 
said Micky Magnuson-Martin, Council member at large. “We hope to host the 
next event in October while in San Diego.” 


Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Department of Human Resources 

Carpenter Apprenticeship Program 
Openings Available 

An apprenticeship is a combination of on-the-job learning and 
related classroom instruction in a highly skilled trade. It is a four 
year program with 8,000 hours total of on-the-job training and 39 
credit hours. 

Requirements: 

• Pokagon citizen or spouse of a Pokagon citizen 

• High school diploma or CED 

• 18 years of age or older 

In addition, to move through the Selection process, you will need 
to complete an Apprenticeship application, TABE Assessment 
with a minimum score of 9.0 and an online OSHA Hazard 
Recognition Training for the Construction Industry Course with a 
minimum exam score of 70%. 

Enrollment is now OPEN and we are taking applications for the 
next class year starting tentatively in October. 

Find the application and learn howto apply here: 

www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/business-community/apprenticeship- 

program 

Contact Traci Henslee, workforce training and resource specialist 
at (269) 462-4227 or Jim Dybevik, directorof human 
resources at (269)462-4265 if you have any 
questions regarding the Apprenticeship Program. 

POKACON.COM 
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Constitutional Review Board August meeting 

Citizen comments on Constitutional Review Board’s Recommendations 

Wednesday, August 19 | 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 

Community Center 
27043 Potawatomi Trail 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 


Department of Education celebrates high schooler’s 
accomplishments 

Alan Grabowski is soon to be a junior at Penn High School and has maintained 
a 2.75 GPA through this academic year. Alan is special to the Department 
of Education because he has dedicated much of his after school free time to 
academics. Alan participates in a dyslexia program after school in addition to 
attending one of the largest high schools in northern Indiana. Alan also participates 
in Band playing the trombone. Keep up the good work, Alan, you have worked 
hard and the department wants to recognize your achievements! 



Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Department of Language & Culture 



Department of Language and Culture 
58653 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

6:00 pm-8:00 pm 

2015 

August 12 September 2 October 7 November 4 

August 15 September 9 October 14 November 1 1 

CYANKOBJECEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 

oo© 
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For more information, please contact Nicole Holloway at (269) 462-4325 or 
nicole.holloway@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 
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Culture Camp entertains, enlightens Pokagon kids 

“Everyone had a great time,” said Becky Williams, youth cultural coordinator and 
one of the organizers of Culture Camp. About 58 Pokagon kids attended each 
camp. Youth in grades 6—12 gathered for their camp at Rodgers Lake June 14-18 
while youngsters grades 2-5 enjoyed camp June 22—24. 

Both camps focused on cultural teachings. Kids learned about bundles, sacred 
fires, and rights of passage. Besides activities like swimming and singing, they also 
created such traditional arts as black ash baskets, wooden spoons, cordage, copper 
bowls, and pottery. 


Thanks to everyone who helped make the weeks such a success, and we look 
forward to seeing our campers next summer. 

To view more photos, visit pokagonband-nsn.gov/ gallery/ culture-camp-201 5 



Kee-Boon-Mein-Kaa PowWow call for photographers 

KBMK committee wants to hear from photographers interested in being hired to 
photograph this year's pow wow. The committee will choose two people of interest, 
one for each day of the pow wow. Please submit a letter of interest and examples 
of your work via e-mail to beth.salman@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 
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PHS Pharmacy expanding services to spouses, staff 


In the near future the Pokagon Health Services 
Pharmacy will serve tribal spouses and employees of 
the Pokagon Band government, Four Winds Casino, 
and Mno Bmadsen and their immediate family 
members. The PHS Pharmacy will offer select over- 
the-counter medications such as acetaminophen, 
ibuprofen, nicotine patches, in addition to the 
prescriptions filled. 


The Pharmacy currently operates from a closed 
formulary allowing low cost medications; therefore, 
it may take extra time on the first fill to order 
medications or get your current medication changed 
to a formulary item. The medication cost or co-pay 
will be the non-native patient’s responsibility and is 
due at the time the prescription is picked up. 


Our Pharmacy staff will be happy to answer any 
questions, and one-to-one consultation is available 
for medication questions or questions regarding the 
new services offered. These new services are the first 
of several phases of PHS service expansion, so please 
continue to watch for updates and the launch date for 
this service. 


August is National Immunization Awareness Month 


It is important to make sure your family and friends are up to date on their 
immunizations. Vaccines are responsible for the control of many infectious diseases 
that were once common in this country. Vaccines have reduced, and in some cases 
eliminated, many diseases that once routinely killed or harmed tens of thousands 
of infants, children and adults. Maintaining high immunization rates protects the 
entire community by interrupting the transmission of disease-causing bacteria or 
viruses. This reduces the risk that unimmunized people will be exposed to disease- 
causing agents. This type of protection is known as community or herd immunity, 
and embodies the concept that protecting the majority with safe, effective vaccines 
also protects those who cannot be immunized for medical reasons. By keeping up 
to date on your immunizations you are protecting yourself, your family, and your 
loved ones. 

Because children are particularly vulnerable for infection, most immunizations 
are given in the first five to six years of life. Some immunizations are recommended 
throughout adolescence and adult years, while special vaccines may also 
be administered to international travelers. The Center for Disease Control 
recommends that children receive vaccines against diphtheria, influenza, tetanus, 
pertussis, measles, mumps, rubella, chickenpox, polio and others. Adolescents 
should receive vaccines against influenza, hepatitis A, hepatitis B, meningococcal 
disease, pertussis, human papillomavirus, and any missed vaccinations. Adult 
vaccines include influenza, pneumococcal, tetanus, shingles (herpes zoster), 
diphtheria, and pertussis. 


Mishkowze I Be strong. Dowell. 


Join the staff at Pokagon Health Services 
to better understand your health, take 
steps to improve your wellness, and 
support others in their efforts. Well 
meet at 5 p.m. on the second Thursday 

August 13 

National Suicide & Prevention Awareness 
Immunization Awareness 
Ovarian Cancer Awareness 

September 10 

National Childhood Obesity Month 


of each month at the Pokagon Health 
Center to hear from experts on health 
topics of the month, to share a meal and 
to give prizes. 

October 8 

Breast Cancer Awareness 
Mammograms 

Red Ribbon Week (Oct. 23-31) 
Mental Health Awareness 
Domestic Violence Awareness 


Join PHS for a Patient Appreciation Picnic August 7 

Pokagon Health Services would like to invite you and your family to our patient 
appreciation event. This fun filled afternoon is our way of saying thank you for 
using our facility and helping it become a leading health and wellness provider in 
the region and in Indian Country. 

The event will be Friday August 7 at the Rodgers Lake Sports Complex from 
noon to 2 p.m. We will be serving a barbecue lunch. We look forward to seeing you 
and appreciate your support of our facility. 



All vaccines are available through the PHS Clinic at no cost to Pokagon citizens. 
If you don’t have a vaccination schedule for you or your loved ones, please contact 
one of our PHS nurses so that they can review your vaccination schedule and let 
you know what you or your loved one is due for. You can contact the PHS Clinic 
to speak with a nurse or schedule an appointment at (269) 782-4141 
or (888) 440-1234. 



Saturday, August 8, 201 5 
2:00 PM 

Southwestern Michigan College 

The Early Childhood Education program presents The Pop Ups (Jason Rabinowitz 
and Jacob Stein) in concert. The Pop Ups are a GRAMMY nominated children’s 
musical duo scheduled to perform using cardboard props, hand-painted sets and 
a cast of original puppets on Saturday, August 8 at 2:00 pm at Southwestern 
Michigan College. 

Be sure to check out their latest album Appetite for Construction. stay connected 

Register online at www.pokagonband-nsn.gov OO© 

POKACON.COM 
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Mbibis gda dodoshke'a | You should breastfeed the baby 

Tribal Council designates August as Breastfeeding Awareness Month; 

PHS opens lactation room 

By Elizabeth Leffler, community health nurse, and Beth Moody, RN, 
MSN, CNM, community outreach supervisor 

In traditional indigenous lifeways we know that all things are interconnected to 
each other. This interconnected concept is also seen in some areas of modern 
day research studies. We now understand and acknowledge through traditional 
teachings and modern day research of the extremely intricate interconnection of 
breastfeeding, breast cancer and domestic violence. 

If a woman is supported, loved, and encouraged during her pregnancy and 
postpartum period she has much better success with her breastfeeding experience. 

If she has had or is currently experiencing any physical and/ or sexual abuse and/ or 
violence she has a greater risk of an unsuccessful experience if she even attempts to 
breastfeed. 

On the same connected lifeway pattern, if a woman never breastfeeds she has 
a greater risk of developing breast cancer later in her life journey. If a woman 
experiences any violence physically or sexually she has a greater risk of developing 
breast cancer as well. 

Along with these statistics and research is woven the traditional knowledge of the 
importance of receiving the gift of our first traditional food to support a healthy 
baby which will lead to a healthier nation in the end. Breastfeeding is, without 
question, the best food that you can give a new baby. It is filled with nutrients 
and antibodies that can make a baby smarter and keep her from getting colds. 
Breastfeeding decreases all known chronic disease conditions, in particular diabetes 
mellitus. It is documented that American Indians and Alaskan Natives are at a three 
times greater risk of developing diabetes mellitus type II in their life time; the 
leading preventative measure is to breastfeed our babies. 

Breastfeeding also is the first line of a truly being a sovereign nation. This baseline 
sovereignty starts with a healthy mother and infant fully prepared and supported 
in her attempt and success with breastfeeding in all four aspects of life: spiritual, 
emotional, physical and mental. It gives mothers a chance to hold a newborn close, 
cuddle him, and make eye contact. These are relaxing and enjoyable moments for 
you both, and they bring you closer together emotionally. A well-balanced and 
whole mother-baby unit is the key to strong and healthy future generations of 
native nations. 

A traditional Potawatomi/Shawnee woman had a beautiful full color, real time 
dream a few years ago. In this dream there were women dancing all together 
happily in the circle, all wrapped in four colorful shawls: red and purple (for 
domestic violence awareness), pink (for breast cancer awareness) and yellow with 
white fringe. When she awoke she knew immediately that the yellow shawl 
with white fringe represented breastfeeding awareness with the yellow color 
representing the first colostrum and the white fringe was the mother’s milk flowing. 
As Anishnaabe kwe’k we know the shawl is a representation of warmth, love, 
protection, and comfort that a mother/community should provide. We know the 
fringe traditionally has been a reflection of the hair of Mother Earth — to keep us 
close and connected to her. This dream was clearly a gift sent to get the message 
out to our communities to not only protect our women from violence and disease 
by wrapping them in the warmth and comfort of a shawl but also to raise healthy 
Anishnaabe children and start them off wrapped in the same warmth, comfort and 
protection to ensure a start to a good life with the gift of our first traditional food. 


Pokagon Band Tribal Council passed a resolution designating August as 
Breastfeeding Awareness Month. This resolution aligns with the World Health 
Organization’s and the US Attorney General’s position on the importance of 
breastfeeding. 



Along with this resolution, Intertribal Council of Michigan provided funding for 
an event July 26 to provide women a space and materials to create a breastfeeding 
awareness shawl. These shawls will be blessed and danced at the Kee-Boon-Mein- 
Kaa PowWow with the domestic violence and breast cancer awareness shawls. 

Any woman that was not able to make a breastfeeding shawl and wants to make 
one to support this vital traditional lifeway can contact Beth Moody for materials 
(269) 783-2478. We would like to encourage all women who have made domestic 
violence and breast cancer awareness shawls to please bring those with you to the 
Kee Boon Mein Kaa PowWow so they all can be danced together. 

Pokagon Health Services now has a room that is now available for breastfeeding 
mothers who wish to nurse their babies in private while visiting or for staff and 
citizens to pump while they have to be away from their babies. 

PHS has a certified lactation counselor (CLC) and a certified nurse-midwife on 
staff to work with Pokagon mothers and families. PHS recommends the CLC meet 
with mothers once before birth to go over some education and obtain a history on 
the mother planning to breastfeed, and then after the birth to help ensure a positive 
breastfeeding experience. The breastfeeding program also has a small supply of 
breast pumps that are loaned out to mothers. If you have any questions regarding 
breastfeeding, please contact PHS at (269) 782-4141 or (888) 440-1234 to speak 
with the certified lactation counselor the certified nurse midwife. 


Looking for Family, Tribal, and Historical Photographs 



The Band is interested in building an archive of both color and 
black and white images of our people. 

If you have photos to share, there are ways to do this without 
them leaving your possession. Photos can be easily scanned and 
returned to you on the spot. These photos and the information of 
who, where, and what are important pieces of our Band’s history. 
We’d also like to display historical photographs of our people in the 
tribal government offices for everyone to see and be proud of. 

If interested, please contact Marcus Winchester at 269.462.4224 or 
via email at marcus.winchester@pokagonband-nsn.gov 
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Educational Excellence Initiative urges Pokagon students to aim high 


Pokagon students in grades kindergarten through 12th grade are encouraged to 
strive for educational excellence, to attend school regularly, and to improve their 
academic performance. A new program allows citizens to increase funding for 
educational programs they frequently use, thereby increasing their knowledge, skills 
and ability to flourish in post-secondary educational institution. 

Students must meet the following criteria: 

• Enrolled Pokagon citizen 

• Attend an accredited education agency 

• Be enrolled in grades kindergarten- 12th grade 

• Present proof of grades and attendance that meet the requirements (see 
www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/departments/education/k-12th- 
grade/educational-excellence-initiative) for entire school year 

Upcoming Elders Kindle Trainings 

Kindle workshops will take place immediately following the monthly Elders 
Business Meetings. Please plan on attending and bringing your Kindle and any 
questions you may have about this technology or any other technological concerns 
you may have. We will also be discussing tribal perspectives and how the media can 
increase participation and understanding. 

The next Elders Quarterly Workshop will be August 22 from 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 
p.m. and held at the Community Center. The Department of Education will be 
providing 50 Kindle Fires to 25 Registrants that attend the Workshop and 25 to 
those that cannot attend (out of the service area) . 

Registration for the Kindle Fire HD’s are needed to receive the Kindles at the 
workshop. The deadline to register will be August 14 at 5:00 pm. We look forward 
to seeing you there and providing you the utmost of care. 

Department of Education grows Graduation Tree 

The Department of Education Graduation Tree is designed to give recognition to 
students who demonstrate the characteristics which further the mission and goals 
of Pokagon Band Department of Education by completing programs that represent 
standards of achievement and excellence. The Department of Education would like 
the Graduation Tree to include every Pokagon Band graduate to be represented 
on the tree with a leaf placed in their honor for all degrees completed. Everyone 
that would like to be honored on the tree must submit an application and provide 
a copy of their degree to the Department of Education. Even if you have already 
provided an application and copy of your degree another one is required to be 
submitted as the past documents may have been misplaced or lost. Applications 
accepted year round. 

Student Eligibility Requirements: 

• must be Pokagon Band citizen. 

• must have graduated with an Associates, Bachelors, Masters 
or Doctorate degree. 

• must complete the application 

• must sign the application attesting to its accuracy. 

• must send a copy of their diploma. 

Kee-Boon-Mein-Kaa committee looking for 
remembrances and memorabilia for 30th powwow 
celebration 

The KMBK PowWow Committee is asking for historical information for the 2015 
Pow Wow. Let us know if: 

• You ever served on the KBMK PowWow Committee. If so, when and in 
what capacity; 

• If you have photos from past KBMK pow wows, especially those from St. Pat's 
Park; and 

• If you have memorabilia (programs, flyers, t-shirts) you would like to share. 

To participate or for more information, contact Marchell Wesaw at (269) 462-4204 
or at marchell.wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov. by July 2. 


All money earned must be used within that same school year for such 
programming as the enrichment program, special requests, and tutoring. In 
addition, funds may be used for the Youth Transportation IDA offered through Chi 
Ishobak starting when the child turns 13 years old. The deadline to receive report 
cards is at the end of the following marking period/ semester/ quarter. 



Join Marcy Herbert, Pokagon Band dietician, for 
a healthy lunch every third Wednesday as she 
discusses topics around nutrition. 

All healthy lunch presentations are 1 2:00 pm to 1 :00 pm in 
the kitchen of the Commodities Building 

58650 Sink Road 
Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

The menu for the August 1 9 Healthy Lunch is Greek 
Pasta Salad. Markyourcalendarforthe next lunches on 
September 1 6 and October 21 . 

For more information and to RSVP, contact Marcy Herbert at 
(269) 782-2472 or marcy.herbert@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

CYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 
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Seeking art work for new Language & Culture building 

The tribal government is seeking artwork created by 
citizens and spouses for the new Language and Culture 
offices. 

If interested, please submit a proposal or portfolio 
for consideration. Work should reflect Potawatomi 
culture and be of the highest quality. Submissions 
for consideration should include your name, tribal 
ID number, contact information, and a detailed 
description of the work (materials used, size, and sketch) . 
Submissions can be sent digitally to marcus. winches ter@ 
pokagonband-nsn.gov, jason.wesaw@pokagonband-nsn. 
gov, or by mail to Marcus Winchester at PO Box 180, 
Dowagiac, MI 49047. 

If you have questions, please feel free to contact Marcus at (269) 462-4224 or 
Jason at (269) 447-6610. 
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Purple shawl workshop scheduled for August 

Saturday, August 15 
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
Community Center 

The Domestic Violence Team will be hosting a Purple Shawl Workshop for any 
ladies in the community who would like to make a shawl, but haven't had a chance 
yet. We wear our purple shawls to honor those we have lost to domestic violence, 
for our sisters still unsafe at home, and to celebrate the strength and bravery of 
the survivors who have been able to escape.You do not need to be a domestic 
violence survivor to participate, nor do you need to be an experienced seamstress 
(however any skills are always appreciated) to attend. All materials are provided 
free of charge. We just want to continue raising awareness and doing our part to 
create a community free from violence. If you are interested in attending or have 
any questions please contact Casey Kasper at (269) 462-4324 or casey.kasper@ 
pokagonband-nsn.gov. Please bring a dish to pass, if able. 


Riddle 

Last month’s riddle winner is Aaron Pitcher who answered, “If you remove the 
first letter, a bit remains. If you remove the second, bit still remains. After much 
trying, you might be able to remove the third one also, but it remains.” The answer 
was “habit.” 

Renee Brown has won a gift card for her riddle being selected. Check it out: 

I cannot be felt, seen or touched; 

Yet I can be found in everybody; 

My existence is always in debate; 

Yet I have my own style of music. 

What Am I? 

Mail or e-mail in your correct answer to susan.doyle@pokagonband-nsn.gov and 
you will be entered in a drawing to win a gift card. Another way to win is to mail 
or e-mail your own riddle and the person whose riddle is selected for the next 
newsletter will win a gift card. 



Do you have any ideas 
for programming? 



October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month. 

The Domestic Violence Team is looking for some 
suggestions for events and programming for the month. 
Over the past two years we’ve hosted a lot of successful 
events and want to keep that momentum going. 

If you have any thoughts, please contact Casey Kasper at 
(269) 462-4324 or casey.kasper@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 
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DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 

Project LAUNCH 

Parent Advisory Group 



This group meets once a month and is composed of parents and caregivers 
of children 0-8 years of age. Each Department meets with the Parent 
Croup and discusses ways we can help improve the services for our 
Pokagon Youth. The Parent Croup also receives a cultural teaching from a 
member of the Pokagon Community. 

If you're interested in attending please contact JT Laraway, Young Child 
Wellness Coordinator, (269) 462-4450. 


GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 
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Ne'me gizhek SUNDAY 

Ngot gizhek MONDAY 

Nizh gizhek TUESDAY 

Apta gizhek ^ 





2 

Strengthening Families Through Tradition 

3 

Fit Kids 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Terminator 1 

Terminator II 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

L&C Cun Lake Adult Language Class 

Circuit Training 

4 

Beginners Pilates 

Terminator 1 

Lean Lunch 

Terminator II 

Fit Kids 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

L&C Gun Lake Youth La 
L&C Hartford Languagi 
Zumba 

L&C Dowagiac Drumn 

9 

10 

Fit Kids 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Terminator 1 

Terminator II 

Auricular Acupuncture 

SS Terra Cotta Pot Painting Workshop 

Zumba 

L&C Cun Lake Adult Language Class 

Circuit Training 

PHS Van Buren State Park Hike 

11 

Beginners Pilates 

Terminator 1 

Lean Lunch 

Terminator II 

Fit Kids 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

L&C Hartford Langua 
L&C Cun Lake Youth L 
Zumba 

L&C Dowagiac Drumn 

16 

17 

Fit Kids 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Terminator 1 

Terminator II 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

L&C Cun Lake Adult Language Class 

Circuit Training 

18 

Beginners Pilates 

Terminator 1 

Lean Lunch 

Terminator II 

Fit Kids 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

PHS Healthy Lunch pi 
L&C Hartford Langua 
L&C Cun Lake Youth L 
Zumba 

23 

L&C Long Bow Workshop 

30 

24 

Fit Kids 

L&C Elders Language Class 3 1 

Terminator 1 

Terminator II 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

L&C Cun Lake Adult Language Class 

Circuit Training 

PHS Van Buren State Park Hike (July 24) 

25 

Beginners Pilates 

Terminator 1 

Lean Lunch 

Terminator II 

Fit Kids 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

L&C Hartford Langua 
L&C Cu n La ke Youth L 
Zumba 
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A/EDNESDAY 

Nyew gizhek THURSDAY 

Nyano gizhek FRIDAY 

Odanke gizhek SATURDAY 




Strengthening Families Through Tradition 
Zumba 

5 

nguage Class 

Class 

ling Class 

6 

Fit Kids 

Lean Lunch 

SS Women's Traditional Dance Class 

EDU Elders Workshop: Tribal Perspectives 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

L&CThe Basics of Potawatomi Class 

Circuit Training 

7 

PHS Patient Appreciation Cook Out 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

8 

Tribal Council Meeting 

Zumba 

EDU The Pop Ups in concert 

12 

ige Class 
.anguage Class 

ling Class 

13 

Mishkowze: Immunization, Ovarian 

Cancer & Suicide Prevention Awareness 

Fit Kids 

Lean Lunch 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

L&CThe Basics of Potawatomi Class 

Circuit Training 

14 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

15 

Zumba 

SS Purple Shawl Workshop 

19 

resentation 
ige Class 
.anguage Class 

20 

Fit Kids 

Lean Lunch 

SS Women's Traditional Dance Class 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

L&CThe Basics of Potawatomi Class 

Circuit Training 

21 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

22 

EDU Elders Kindle Workshop 

Zumba 

L&C Language Workshop 

ige Class ^ 

.anguage Class 

27 

Fit Kids 

Lean Lunch 

SS Women's Traditional Dance Class 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

L&CThe Basics of Potawatomi Class 

Circuit Training 

28 

L&C Long Bow Workshop 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

29 

L&C Long Bow Workshop 

SS Mom to Mom Sale 

Zumba 


Please visit www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov/calendar or call (800) 5 1 7-0777 for more details on these events. 
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Notice of Open Positions I Ethics Board 

POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Tribal Cou ncil is seeking letters of interest 
and resumes from Pokagon Band citizens interested in serving on the 
Pokagon Band Ethics Board. There are three seats available on the Ethics 
Board. The Ethics Board, a five member Board, is an instrumentality of the 
Pokagon Band government created by the Pokagon Band Ethics Code in 
fulfillment of Article XVII, Section 3 of the Pokagon Band Constitution. The 
Ethics Board is responsible for ensuring compliance with the Ethics Code by 
Pokagon Band officials and employees. 

TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for 
and attend Ethics Board meetings and perform the business of the Ethics 
Board will vary. The Ethics Board meets approximately once each month, 
depending on the needs of the Board, and will meet at additional times as 
may be needed to address ethics complaints and other specific matters. 
Typically, meetings are held in the evening on weekdays at various locations. 
Ethics Board members will be expected to spend several additional hours 
per month preparing for Board meetings or engaged in other Ethics Board 
activities. On average, an Ethics Board member can anticipate a total time 
commitment of approximately 4 hours per month, outside of any travel time. 

COMPENSATION. Eth ics Board members will be compensated as 
independent contractors in the amount of $1 50 for each meeting and in 
the amount of $50 for each hour that a Board meeting exceeds three hours 
in length. In addition, Board members will be entitled to reimbursement for 
mileage when using personal vehicles to attend meetings and for other Ethics 
Board business, in accordance with the Pokagon Band’s Travel Policy. 

ELIGIBILITY. In orde r to be eligible for appointment to the Ethics Board, 
one must meet the following minimum qualifications: 

(a) A bachelor's degree from an accredited college or university or ten (10) 
years of professional level work experience in relevant areas, such as 
law, law enforcement, accounting or finance, business management, 
regulatory and governmental affairs. Advanced degrees and 
certifications, such as Certified Public Accountant, Juris Doctorate, and 
Master of Business Administration are preferred, but not required; 

(b) Demonstrated experience in conducting investigations, analyzing and 
preparing findings and presenting summaries; 

(c) Demonstrated experience in reviewing and interpreting laws, regulations, 
contracts, and various professional level reports, including financial 
reports; 

(d) Strong interpersonal, oral, and written communication skills; and 

(e) Demonstrated ability to act with impartiality and to deal fairly, effectively 
and efficiently with situations requiring fact finding and dispute 
resolution skills. 

In addition, no person is able to serve on the Ethics Board if he or she is: 

(a) Not a Pokagon Band citizen; 

(b) Under the age of twenty-one; 

(c) A Public Official or Public Employee; 

(d) Employed, in any capacity, by the Pokagon Gaming Authority or Mno- 
Bmadsen, provided, however, that this shall not include independent 
contractors or volunteers of such entities; or 


(e) Employed or otherwise serves in a position with responsibilities that 
create a conflict of interest or the appearance of a conflict of interest 
with the duties and responsibilities of the Board, as determined by the 
Selection Committee. This subsection does not automatically prevent a 
Pokagon Band citizen from being appointed. 

TERM. The term of office for an Ethics Board member is three years. 

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Appointments to the Ethics Board are 
made by the Tribal Council upon the recommendation of a selection 
committee composed of the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the 
Tribal Council and the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the Elders 
Council. All persons recommended by the selection committee who wish 
to be considered for appointment to the Ethics Board must be present at 
the meeting at which the Tribal Council will review the written statements 
of interest and resumes; provided, however, that the Tribal Council may 
for good cause waive this requirement. Any person recommended by the 
selection committee who believes that good cause exists to not attend such 
Tribal Council meeting should contact the Executive Secretary to the Tribal 
Council, who will share the information with the Tribal Council. Please note 
that the Tribal Council has not yet established the meeting date at which it 
will consider appointments to the Ethics Board. 

HOWTO APPLY. Pokagon Band citizens who wish to be considered for 
appointment to the Ethics Board must submit a letter of interest along with a 
current resume, by one of the following three methods: 

Mail: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
P.O. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
Email: Kelly.Curran@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

As stated above, the selection committee will make a recommendation to 
the Tribal Council regarding the appointments. Therefore, the selection 
committee may conduct or cause to be conducted on its behalf, an initial 
screening of those seeking appointment, solely to determine whether the 
potential appointee meets the minimum qualifications for appointment to the 
Ethics Board. 

Please note that if you have previously sought appointment to the Ethics 
Board pursuant to any previous posting, and you are still interested in seeking 
appointment to the Ethics Board, you must reapply as provided in this 
Notice. 

QUESTIONS. Ethics Board, the Ethics Code, or this Notice may be directed 
to Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to the Tribal Council at (269) 782-6323 
or Kelly.Curran@pokagonband-nsn.gov. Additionally, you may visit the Ethics 
Board section of the Pokagon Band’s website atwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
government/boards/ethics-board. Also, a copy of the Ethics Code may be 
obtained from the Pokagon Band’s website atwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
government/codes-and-ordinances. 

DEADLINE. This posting will remain open until filled. 
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Notice of Open Alternate Position | Election Board 

POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Tribal Council is seeking letters of interest 
and resumes from Pokagon Band citizens who are interested to fill one 
Alternate member position on the Election Board. This appointment will be 
for an approximately four year term that will expire January 31 , 2019. The 
Election Board is a five person Board with two Alternates whose members 
are appointed by the Tribal Council. The Election Board is responsible for 
conducting Pokagon Band elections, maintaining a list of registered voters, 
and reviewing membership petitions, initiatives, and referendums. Alternates 
are not members of the Election Board, but Alternates do assist the Election 
Board in fulfilling its responsibilities and attend Election Board meetings. 
Alternates will be seated and vote in the absence of an Election Board 
member. 

QUALIFICATIONS. Alternates must meet all eligibility requirements 
applicable to members of the Election Board. To be eligible for appointment 
to the Election Board, a Pokagon Band citizen must: 

1 . Be an eligible voter of the Pokagon Band; 

2. Be at least twenty-five (25) years of age; 

3. Not be incarcerated for any criminal conviction; 

4. Not be presently a member of or candidate for Tri ba I Council, the Tribal 
Judiciary, the Ethics Board, or the Salary Commission; and 

5. Not have been convicted within the last ten (10) years of a crime subject 
to imprisonment for a term of one (1 ) year or longer, excepting those 
crimes determined by the Election Board to relate to the furtherance of 
the Band’s tribal sovereignty rights. 

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. A potential appointee must be present at 
the meeting at which the Tribal Council will interview potential appointees 
for the Alternate position, provided that the Tribal Council may for good 
cause waive such requirement. The Tribal Council has not yet established 
the meeting date at which it will interview potential appointees. Prior to 
any appointment, the Tribal Council will make a determination whether the 
interested person meets the qualifications required to serve as an Alternate 
on the Election Board. In order to make this determination, all persons 
seeking appointment must undergo a limited criminal background check 
performed by the Pokagon Band Tribal Police to ensure that the candidate 
meets the qualifications to serve. Thus, all persons interested in appointment 
must complete an Authorization to Conduct Criminal Background. You must 
contact Kateri Dayson or Katy Morseau, the Election Clerks, at (269) 782- 
9475 or (888) 782-9475 to obtain an Authorization to Conduct Criminal 
Background Check Form. 


TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for and 
attend Election Board meetings, conduct elections, and perform the business 
of the Election Board will vary. The Election Board is typically busier during 
the time leading up to and during the General Election and Elders Election. 
Additionally, there may be Referendums, Special Elections, Petitions, and 
Recalls that will require Election Board action. General Elections occur on 
the second Saturday of July and Elders Council Elections occur on the 
second Saturday of November. The dates of the Election Board meetings 
vary, but typically occur after 5:00 PM. On average, a Board member can 
anticipate a time commitment of approximately 1 0 to 25 hours per month, 
with the busiest time being the months of May, June, July, September, 
October, and November. 

COMPENSATION. Alternates may be compensated as independent 
contractors for service to the Election Board at rates established by the Tribal 
Council, only if seated at an Election Board meeting in the absence of an 
Election Board member. In addition, Alternates are entitled to reimbursement 
for mileage when using their personal vehicle to attend meetings and for 
other Election Board business in accordance with the Pokagon Band’s Travel 
Policy. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As Public Officials, Alternates are subject 
to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the Code of Ethics may be 
obtained from the Band’s website atwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

HOWTO APPLY. Poka gon Band citizens who meet the qualifications, 
and are willing to be considered for appointment to fill the Alternate 
position, must submit all of the following: (1 ) a written statement of interest; 
(2) a resume; and (3) a completed "Authorization to Conduct Criminal 
Background Check” Form, by one of the following methods: 

Mail: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
PO. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
Email: Kelly.Curran@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

QUESTIONS. If you have questions concerning the Election Board, please 
contact the Election Board offices at (269) 782-9475 or (888) 782-9475. For 
additional information about the Election Board and the election process, 
you may also consult the Band’s Election Code, which is posted on the Band’s 
website atwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/boards/election-board. 

DEADLINE. This posting will remain open until filled. 



Free Legal Aid 

For Pokagon Band Citizens 
Starting November 4, 2014 
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Notice of Open Position | Traditions/Repatriations Committee 


POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Pokagon Band Tribal Council is seeking 
letters of interest and resumes from Pokagon Band Citizens for two 
(2) Committee member positions and one (1 ) alternate position on the 
Pokagon Band Traditions/Repatriation Committee (the “Committee”). The 
Committee has the responsibility of advising the Band on cultural issues, and 
for reviewing and acting on repatriation issues on behalf of the Tribe. The 
Committee works closely with the Department of Language and Culture, 
and serves as the advisory body to the Pokagon Band Historic Preservation 
Office (THPO). 

TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for and 
attend Committee meetings and perform the business of the Committee 
will vary. The Committee meets approximately once each month to address 
general cultural issues and once per month to address issues with the 
THPO. The Committee may also meet at additional times as needed to 
fulfill Committee duties. Committee Members are expected to attend all 
Committee meetings, which are typically held at the Band’s Administration 
Building located at 58620 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Michigan. 

COMPENSATION. Committee Members are independent contractors and 
compensated for service to the Committee at rates established by the Tribal 
Council. Currently, Committee Members are compensated in the amount of 
$75 per Committee meeting. In addition, Committee members are entitled 
to reimbursement for mileage when using their personal vehicle to attend 
meetings and for other Committee business in accordance with the Band’s 
Travel Policy. 

ELIGIBILITY. All persons who wish to serve as a Member or Alternate of 
the Traditions/Repatriation Committee must have an interest in and respect 
for the traditions, culture, history, and language of the Pokagon Band and 
the Potawatomi Nation. Familiarity with the cultural teachings and practices 
of the Potawatomi is appreciated. Prospective members must be flexible in 
meeting times and locations, and be able to handle several projects at once. 


Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 


Pokagon Tribal Police Department 

cprV — 

TRAINING ^ 


Community Center 

27043 Potawatomi Trail, Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

Heart-Savers Class I August 5 Family and Friends Class I August 1 4 
8:00 am -4:00 pm 4:00 pm -8:00 pm 

Tribal citizens and their families are invited to take one of two American 
Heart Association classes offered quarterly by the PTPD. 

One training is the Family and Friends Anytime Program offered through 
American Heart Association. Each participant will receive a kit that they 
will be able to take home after the class. The class itself should last at the 
most 4 hours and will not certify participants, but the DVD included in 
their kit will provide a learning experience for the entire family when taken 
home. 

The other program that will be offered is the Heart-Savers program from 
the American Heart Association. This will be a 6 to 8 hour class that will 
cover first aid basics and in depth training in CPR. This program will certify 
participants in AHA Heart-Savers CPR/First Aid. The CPR portion will 
cover adult, child and infant procedures. 


Only 25 seats are available for the Heart-Savers Class. Registration is 
on a first-come basis. Register online at www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
form/cpr-class-registration or contact Officer Eric Shaer at (269) 782- 
2232 or eric.shaer@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


CYANKOBJECEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 


GO© 
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APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Com mittee Members are appointed by the 
Tribal Council. All persons who wish to be considered for appointment to 
the Committee must be present at the meeting at which the Tribal Council 
will review the letters of interest and resumes; provided, however, that the 
Tribal Council may for good cause waive this requirement. Any person who 
believes that good cause exists to not attend such meeting should contact 
the Executive Secretary to the Tribal Council, who will share the information 
with the Tribal Council. Please note that the Tribal Council has not yet 
established the meeting date at which it will consider appointments to the 
Committee. 

TERM. There is no limit to the number of terms a member can serve on the 
Committee. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As a Public Official, Committee members 
are subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the Code of 
Ethics may be obtained by contacting Kelly Curran, Tribal Council Executive 
Secretary at (888) 376-9988 or by visiting the Band’s website, www. 
pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

HOW TO APPLY. Please submit letters of interest along with a current 
resume to: 

Mail: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
PO. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
Email: Kelly.Curran@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

DEADLINE. This posting shall remain open until filled. 

QUESTIONS. All questions concerning the Committee or this notice maybe 
directed to Kevin Daugherty at kevin.daugherty@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


rooS^SS 


Courses at Four Winds Casino Resort 
Open to Pokagon Citizens, Spouses, Custodial Parents 
and Government Employees 
July-September 2015 


LEADERSHIP 1 

Thursday, July 9, 2p-4p FWNB 
Wednesday, July 15, 2p-4p FWH 
Tuesday, September 1, 2p-4p FWD 

LEADERSHIP 2 

Monday, July 20, 1p-3:30p FWNB 
Tuesday, August 11, 1p-3:30p FWH 

LEADERSHIP 3 

Monday, August 3, 1 1 a-1 p FWNB 
Thursday, August 20, 2p-4p FWH 
Tuesday, Sept 15, 1:30p-3:30p FWD 

LEADERSHIP 4 

Monday, July 13, 1:30p-4p FWD 
Friday, August 21, 12:30p-3p FWNB 

LEADERSHIP 5 

Wednesday, August 26, 1 :30p-4p FWD 
Monday, August 31 , 1 0a-1 2:30p FWNB 

LEADERSHIP 6 

Wednesday, July 29, 2p-4p FWH 
Thursday, September 10, 1p-3p FWNB 

LEADERSHIP 8 

Monday, September 21, 1p-3:30p FWNB 
Thursday, September 24, 1 :30p-4p FWH 

OBVIOUS CHOICE 

Thursday, July 16, 1p-4p FWD 

SO YOU WANT TO BE A SUPERVISOR 

Day 1 : Tuesday, Sept 22, 1 p-5p FWNB 
Day 2: Tuesday, Sept 29, 1p-5p FWNB 


LEADERSHIP 1 - “Communication & Cooperation” 

This course introduces participants to the importance of teamwork, flexibility and strategic 
thinking. Activities include Picture Resume and United League of Nations. 

LEADERSHIP 2 - “DiSC Profile” 

Participants take the DiSC© profile assessment to learn about effective communication and 
identify their own communication style. 

LEADERSHIP 3 - “Living the Core Values” 

Participants discuss the core values of teamwork, respect, integrity and fun and learn why 
listening and providing clear direction and feedback are crucial to a good management style. 

LEADERSHIP 4 - “Coaching & Listening” 

Participants learn how to delegate, in order to free up time to listen, coach and provide 
feedback to staff. A 5 step coaching model is presented. 

LEADERSHIP 5- “Emotional Intelligence” 

Participants learn howto avoid emotional hijack during stressful situations, and the important 
role of emotional competencies in leadership. 

LEADERSHIP 6 - “Emotional Intelligence II - Horse & Rider” 

In the second El class, participants learn the four premises of Emotional Control and that we 
each make choices and have control over how we react and feel. 

LEADERSHIP 8 - Social Intelligence 

Building on Emotional Intelligence with revolutionary new science, this class helps you 
understand how you can increase your social awareness and improve your relationship 
management - to help you and your staff to SHINE! 

(Please take Leadership 5, 6, and 8 in order.) 

OBVIOUS CHOICE 

Participants will learn what will make them stand out from the crowd. This class will assist 
individuals with an understanding of what they need to do to make themselves the obvious 
choice for interviews, transfers, and promotions. 

So you want to be a supervisor... 

What every desiring-to-be-a-supervisor should know about being GREAT! This course takes a 
look at “Meeting the Challenge”, “Fitting the Four Fundamentals into your Style”, and “Dealing 
with Special Situations”. Attendance at both sessions is required. 


All NB classes are in the Training Center on the 2nd floor of the FWCR HR Building 
in New Buffalo, FWH classes in FWCR Hartford Training Room 
and FWD classes in FWCR Dowagiac Training Room. 


f you would like to attend, please contact 
the Pokagon Band’s Director of Human Resources to enroll. 
Hartford and Dowagiac have limited seating, so please enroll early. 
Thank you. (6-18-15) 
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The Court has approved the publication of this Notice because there is no valid 
address. 


POKAGON BAND OF POTAWATOMI INDIANS 
TRIBAL COURT 
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
CASE NO. 15-3315-PCDCS 
58620 Sink Rd., PO. Box 355, Dowagiac, MI 49047 
Phone (269) 783-0505 Fax (269) 783-0519 

NOTICE OF 

(1) ORDER TO STAY DISTRIBUTIONS OF PER CAPITA 

PAYMENTS; AND 

(2) PETITION/ AFFIDAVIT TO WITHHOLD PER CAPITA 
PAYMENTS FOR DELINQUENT CHILD SUPPORT 


To: Brittainy Lee Falk Rangel 
Respondent’s Name 

1. Notice is hereby given that a Petition/ Affidavit to Withhold Per Capita 
Payments for Delinquent Child Support was filed with the Tribal Court on 
June 26, 2015. 

2. Tribal law mandates that all, or an appropriate portion of per capita payments 
due to an enrolled member of the Pokagon Band who is eligible for the per 
capita distributions, shall be directed so as to satisfy delinquent court-ordered 
child support. See Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians Gaming Revenue 
Allocation Plan. 

3. Obligations for child support are presumed to be valid unless shown otherwise. 
See 28 USC § 1738B, Full Faith and Credit for Child Support Orders Act. 

4. An Order to Stay Distributions of Per Capita Payments has been entered by 
the Court against your payments and may not be lifted until further order of 
this Court. The Order to Stay Distributions of Per Capita Payments has been 
served on the Revenue Allocation Plan Administrator who is responsible for 
distributions of per capita payments. 

5. An Order to Withhold and Redirect Per Capita Payments for Delinquent 
Child Support shall be entered by this Court within fourteen (14) days of the 
date of publication of this Notice unless you file an objection to the: 

a. RECOGNITION of the foreign court order based on the grounds listed 
in Paragraph 6; or 

b. ENFORCEMENT of the foreign court order based on the grounds listed 
in Paragraph 7. 

6. You may file (a) written objection(s) to the recognition of the foreign court 
orders with the Court. Objections must be filed within the fourteen (14) day 
objection period and MUST demonstrate that the: 

a. foreign court lacked personal or subject matter jurisdiction; or 

b. foreign order was obtained by fraud, duress or coercion. 

7. Unless you file an objection to the enforcement of the foreign court orders, an 
Order to Withhold and Redirect Per Capita Payments for Delinquent Child 
Support will apply ALL of your per capita payments to satisfy the delinquent 
court-ordered child support in each case until such time as the delinquent 
child support obligations are satisfied, or until further order of this Court. 
Objections must be filed within the fourteen (14) day objection period and 
MUST demonstrate that: 

a. you do not owe a DELINQUENT child support obligation; or 

b. redirection of all of your per capita payments would create an 
EXTRAORDINARY UNDUE HARDSHIP to your health or general 
welfare. 

8. If you file a written objection based on any of the grounds listed above, a 
hearing will be scheduled. At the hearing, you will be required to establish 
grounds why the Order to Withhold and Redirect Per Capita Payments for 
Delinquent Child Support should not be granted by this Court. 



Tuesday, July 1 4 Monday, August 1 0 Monday, August 24 
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Join us at Michigan's beautiful Van Buren State Park for hikes led by a park naturalist. 

Hikes meet at the explorer guide area. Co to the second day parking area; you will see a 
sign for Explorer Guide Area. 

Attend the hike and you will receive a State Park pass for you to enjoy the park for the 
rest of the year. Please wear appropriate hiking attire. Some of the hike will be on the 
sand dunes. 

For more information or to register, contact Elizabeth Leffler at (269) 462-4406 gyankobjegemen 

__ _ . ° _ STAY CONNECTED 

or Dean Orvis at (269) 462-4290. jnu. 


POKACON.COM 


INVENTORY 
LIQUIDATION SALE 

Great Items at Great Prices 

desks, file cabinets, watches, cameras, glassware, t-shirts, 
pow wow memorabilia, refrigerators, microwaves, other 
misc. goods 




Silent Auction: vehicles, display tvs, 
freezers, refrigerators 

Inside Sale Rain or Shine 


August 3-4 1 Tribal families + Staff 

August 5-7 | Open to the Public 

8:00 am-4:30 pm 

In the back of the National Copper Bldg on Louise Avenue 
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi | 41 5 Prairie Ronde St. Dowagiac, Ml 

www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov 
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PLEASE CALLTHE DAY BEFORE if you are not a regular attendee for meals. (269) 782-0765 or (800) 859-271 7. Meals subject to change. Meal service begins at 1 2:00 Noon. 

Note: milk, tea, coffee, water, and Crystal Light beverages served with every meal. Also, lettuce, tomato, and onion served with sandwiches and burgers. 

Business meetings are held at the Community Center. Business and social luncheons are potlucks. Please bring a dish to pass. 
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Per Capita News 

The Enrollment Office needs the following individuals to update their addresses so 
that these payments can be mailed. If there is an X in the column(s) by your name, 
you have either a Christmas check and/ or per capita payments due to you. Please 
contact Beth Edelberg in the Enrollment Office at (269) 782-1763 or Deidre 
Ecker in the Finance Department at (269) 462-4209. 


Enrollment 

# 

Name 

Christmas 2014 

Monthly Per Cap 

83 

John Dylan Watson 

X 


406 

Michael Lynn Hewitt 

X 

X 

857 

Peter John Ramirez 

X 


1446 

Bobby Marcus Haynes 

X 


1986 

Cristian M Cobb 

X 

X 

2717 

Zachary T. Huffman 


X 

4227 

Scott Brewer Jr 

X 

X 

4442 

Mason Tyler Currey 

X 



Please note - you must have a deliverable address on file. 


Attention 1 8 to 20 Year Olds I Per Capita Information 

Attention all high school seniors who are graduating from high school or 
individuals who may be completing their G.E.D. If you are at least 18 years old 
and have achieved either of these you are now eligible to receive your monthly per 
capita checks. All you have to do is send a copy to the Enrollment office. You may 
either mail or fax this. The address to mail to is: 

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Attn: Enrollment Office 
P OBox 180 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 

OR fax to: (269) 782-1964 

The document must be received by August 15 in order to make it on the 
September 2015 check run. Anything received after August 15 will be processed 
on the check run for October 2015. If you have any questions please call the direct 
per capita phone line at (269) 462-4209 or (269) 462-4200 or toll free 
(800) 517-0777. 

Are you eligible for certain Michigan tax exemptions? 

If you are an enrolled Pokagon citizen, and you live in the tribe’s Tax Agreement 
Area (as is defined in the State Tax Agreement between the Pokagon Band of 
Potawatomi Indians and the state of Michigan) , then please fill a Resident Tribal 
Member (RTM) Application to see if you are eligible to start receiving these 
benefits. The application is available online here: www.pokagonbandnsn.gov/ 
departments/fmance/state-tax-agreements 

Please read the Tax Agreement Overview (www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
departments/ finance/ state-taxagreements) to learn about these benefits and see a 
map of the Tax Agreement Area. You will also find individual township maps at that 
link. If you think you may live inside the Tax Agreement Area boundaries (green 
shaded areas), then you may be able to register with the State of Michigan and get 
relief from certain taxes. 

In order to get registered, you must apply by filling out a Resident Tribal 
Member (RTM) Application and returning it to Julie Rodriguez in the Finance 
Department. Upon review of your application, we will notify you of your 
eligibility status. 

If you have any questions, or comments regarding the Tax Agreement or your 
RTM status or benefits, please do not hesitate to contact Julie at (269) 462-4210 or 
Julie. Rodr iguez@p okagonband-nsn. gov. 


Per Capita Important Dates 


Deadline to receive 
Changes/updates/additions 
Received by 

Finance Department 

Checks mailed out on 

Check date 

Direct deposits in accounts 

Thursday, January 1 5, 201 5 

Thursday, January 29, 201 5 

Friday, January 30, 2015 

Friday, February 13,2015 

Thursday, February 26, 201 5 

Friday, February 27,2015 

Friday, March 13,2015 

Monday, March 302015 

Tuesday, March 31, 2015 

Wednesday, April 15,2015 

Wednesday, April 29, 2015 

Thursday, April 30, 2015 

Friday, May 15, 201 5 

Thursday, May 28,2015 

Friday, May 29, 2015 

Monday, June 15,2015 

Monday, June 29, 2015 

Tuesday, June 30, 2015 

Wednesday, July 15, 2015 

Thursday, July 30, 2015 

Friday, July 31 , 201 5 

Friday, August 14, 2015 

Thursday, August 27, 201 5 

Friday, August 28, 2015 

Tuesday, September 1 5, 201 5 

Tuesday, September 29, 201 5 

Wednesday, September 30, 201 5 

Thursday, October 1 5, 201 5 

Thursday, October 29, 201 5 

Friday, October 30, 2015 

Monday, November 2, 201 5* 

Tuesday, November 24, 201 5 

Wed, November 25, 201 5 

Friday, December 4, 201 5* 

Thursday, December 1 7, 201 5 

Fri, December 18,2015 


* Please note, in 2015, the November deadline for changes is November 2 and the December 
deadline is December 4. This is due to time limitations on all the events that occur at this time 
of the year. 


Per Capita Direct Deposit & Tax Withholding Forms 

For those tribal citizens receiving per capita checks in the mail and who do not 
have direct deposit, enclosed with your check you will find a direct deposit and a 
tax withholding form. These will be included with your check every month until 
we achieve 100% direct deposits. 

The tribe is currently having mandatory direct deposit for per capita checks. In 
the case of individuals not being able to set up a bank account, the tribe is offering 
a cash card on which the per capita checks will be loaded onto every month. We 
are making efforts to give everyone a chance to set up a bank account of your 
choice and on your own. 

As always, the tax withholding form is not mandatory although highly suggested 
as per capita payments are subject to federal and state taxes. The tribe only 
withholds federal taxes with a completed form, state taxes are the responsibility of 
the citizen. 

If you have any questions, please call the direct per capita phone line at 
(269) 462-4209 or (269) 462-4200 or toll free (800) 517-0777. The per capita 
phone line and my extension both have lengthy messages listing various per capita 
information. Please leave a message and I will return your call as soon as possible. 
Both of the above stated forms are available online at www.Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Once you turn in a direct deposit form and as long as I receive it by the 15th of 
the month, the information will be entered into the system and the first month is 
always a test run to the bank, so the check will still be mailed to you. The following 
month, as long as I do not receive any errors from the bank, will be direct deposit. 
As earlier stated, you will continue to receive the two forms in with your checks 
every month. If you have completed a form, no need to fill out another one. 
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Tribal Council August Calendar of Events 

3 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

4 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 10 a.m. 

1 0 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

1 1 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 
1 5 Tribal Council Meeting, Community Center, 1 0 a.m. 

1 7 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

18 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds Hartford, 10 a.m. 

24 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

25 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 
24 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

Please check the website, www.pokagonband-nsn.gov, or call (888)782-2426 
before attending to confirm that a meeting has not been cancelled. 


Tribal Council September Calendar of Events 

1 Gaming Authority Closed Session, FourWinds New Buffalo, 10a.m. 

7 Closed in observation of Labor Day 

8 Gaming Authority Closed Session, FourWinds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 
1 2 Tribal Council Meeting, Community Center, 1 0 a.m. 

1 4 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

15 Gaming Authority Closed Session, FourWinds Hartford, 10a.m. 

21 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

22 Gaming Authority Closed Session, FourWinds New Buffalo, 10a.m. 

28 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

29 Gaming Authority Closed Session, FourWinds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 

Please check the website, www.pokagonband-nsn.gov, or call (888)782-2426 
before attending to confirm that a meeting has not been cancelled. 


Can’t Get to Elders Council Business Meetings? 
Participate Via Webcast 

Business meetings are held the first Thursday of every month at the Community 
Center in Dowagiac. For your convenience the meetings are now broadcast on 
the internet to listen in on what is going on with the Elders. If you are able to 
take advantage of this — please do! — Elders business meetings are called to order at 
11:00 a.m. Visit the Pokagon website to access the webcasting: www.pokagonband- 
nsn.gov/citizens/web-casting.Any questions, please call Stanley Morseau, Elders 
Chairman, (269) 783-6828. 

Don’t forget our social lunches held every third Thursday of the month. On these 
days we may have holiday parties, special events, or games. Every weekday a hot 
lunch is served at the Elders Hall. You are welcome to come to meet new elders 
you may not know or visit your friends. 


Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Department of Social Services 



Saturday, August 29 
10:00 am-2:00 pm 
Community Center 



August 6, August 1 8, August 20 + August 25 
5:00 pm -7:00 pm 
PHS Wellness Center 


Do you want to learn how to dance in time for Kee-Boon-Mein-Kaa? 

The Wellness Center and Department of Social Services will be hosting Women’s 
Traditional Dance Classes with Lucinda Craverette-Smith this August. 

The sessions will take place on Thursday, August 6, August 20, August 27, and 
September 3 from 5:00 pm-7:00 pm at the Wellness Center. 

No experience or regalia required. You do not have to attend all sessions, however 
you are encouraged to attend as many as you can. 


If you have any questions please contact Casey Kasper 
at (269) 462-4324 or Dean Orvis at (269) 462-4290. 


CYANKOBJECEMEN 


^ ^ 

POKACON.COM 


A Mom-to-Mom Sale is essentially a huge rummage sale where parents can buy gently used baby 
and kids items directly from other parents. Get great deals on second hand baby clothing, kids 
clothing, maternity clothing, toys, books, games, furniture and gear! 

To reserve a table to sell your gently used items, please call Rachel Orvis at (712) 420-3322 or 
email drorvis@gmail.com. Space is limited so reserve your table early! 

This event is a fundraiser for the Pokagon Band Domestic Violence Program. Please consider a 
donation to support a local womens shelters. Suggested donations include: $2, or items such as 
paper products, over the counter medicine for adults and children, baby items (especially diapers 
size 6), and personal hygiene items. 
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Childcare Needed 

The Department of Social Services is looking for someone to provide childcare 
once per week for support group. 

Applicants should be comfortable working with children of all ages. Some 
knowledge of the dynamics of domestic violence, as well as trauma, may be helpful, 
though not a requirement. 

All applicants must be able to pass a background check. 

If you are interested please contact Casey Kasper at (269) 462-4324 or casey. 
kasper@pokagonband-nsn.gov by August 28, 2015. 
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Tribal Office Directory 

Administration 

Health Services 

Information Technology 

58620 Sink Road 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-4141 

(269) 782-8998 

Toll Free (800) 5 1 7-0777 

Toll Free (888) 440-1234 

FAX (269) 782-6882 

Housing & Facilities 

57824 East Pokagon Trail 

Commodities 

(269) 783-0443 

(269) 782-3372 

FAX (269) 783-0452 

Toll Free (888) 281-1 1 1 1 

Human Resources 

FAX (269) 782-7814 

58620 Sink Rd. 

Communications 

(269) 782-8998 

58620 Sink Rd. 

FAX (269) 782-4253 

(269) 782-8998 

Compliance 

58620 Sink Rd. 

Language & Culture 

58653 Sink Rd. 

(269) 462-4325 

(269) 782-8998 

Mno-Bmadsen 

4 1 5 E. Prairie Ronde St. 

Chi Ishobak 

27043 Potawatomi Trail 

(269) 783-41 1 1 

(269) 783-4157 

Natural Resources 

32142 Edwards St. 

Education 

(269) 782-9602 

58620 Sink Rd. 

FAX (269) 783-0452 

(269) 782-0887 

Social Services 

Toll Free (888) 330-1234 

58620 Sink Rd. 

FAX (269) 782-0985 

(269) 782-8998 

Elders Program 

Toll Free (800) 5 1 7-0777 

53237 Townhall Rd. 

FAX (269) 782-4295 

(269) 782-0765 

South Bend Area Office 

Toll Free (800) 859-2717 

3733 Locust Street 

FAX (269) 782-1696 

Elections 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-9475 

Toll Free (888) 782-9475 

South Bend, IN 46614 
(574) 282-2638 

Toll Free (800) 737-9223 

FAX (574) 282-2974 
(269) 782-8998 

Tribal Council 

Enrollment 

58620 Sink Rd. 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-6323 

(269) 782-1763 

Toll Free (888) 376-9988 

FAX (269) 782-1964 

FAX (269) 782-9625 

Finance 

Tribal Court 

58620 Sink Rd. 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

(269) 783-0505/ 

Toll Free (800) 517-0777 

FAX (269) 783-0519 

FAX (269) 782-1028 

Tribal Police 

Head Start 

58155 M-5 1 South 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-2232 

(269) 783-0026/ 

Toll Free (866) 399-0161 

(866) 250-6573 

FAX (269) 782-9795 

FAX (269) 782-7988 


Junior and Senior Youth Council Members Wanted 

Both Senior and Junior Youth Councils are open to any Pokagon youngster. 
Anyone can join, and eventually run for the executive board. Besides the 
age divisions, there are differences between the two groups. The Junior 
Youth Council provides a voice for native youth between the ages of 1 2 
and 18. The Council promotes the development of future tribal leaders 
through educational attainment and Potawatomi language, culture, pride, 
and identity. The Junior Youth Council also coordinates community service 
projects and provides opportunities for native youth to interact for fun 
and friendship. 


Tribal Council Directory 

(888) 376-9988 

Chairman 

John P. Warren 

(269)214-2610 

JohnWarren@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Vice-chairman 

Robert Moody, Jr 

(269) 783-9379 

Bob.Moody@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Treasurer 

Eugene Magnuson 

(269) 783-9297 

Eugene.Magnuson@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Secretary 

Faye Wesaw 

(269) 782-1864 

Faye.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Steve Winchester 

(269) 591-0119 

Steve.Winchester@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Thomas Wesaw 

(269) 783-6831 

Tom.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.govov 


Member at large 

Michaelina Martin 

(269) 783-9260 

Micky.Martin@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Andy Jackson 

(269) 783-9340 

Andy.Jackson@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Roger Rader 

(269) 783-9039 

Roger.Rader@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Elders Representative 

Carl Wesaw 
(269) 240-8092 

Carl.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Executive Secretary 

Kelly Curran 

(269) 591-0604 

Kelly.Curran@pokagonband-nsn.gov 


Elders Council Directory 

Elders Hall (800)859-2717 or (269)782-0765 


Chair 

Stanley Morseau 
(269) 462-5797 

Vice Chair 

Maxine Margiotta 
(269)783-6102 

Secretary 

Audrey Huston 
(269) 591-4519 


Treasurer 

Clarence White 

(269) 876-1118 

Member at Large 

Cathy Ford 


Senior Youth Council Directory 


Chairman 

Vacant 

Treasurer 

Alex Wesaw 

Alex.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Secretary 

Cassondra Church 

Cassondra.Church@pokagonband-nsn.gov 


Member at large 

Michael Gamache 

Michael.Camache@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Skyler Daisy 

Skyler.Daisy@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Nicole Holloway 

Interim Youth Culture Coordinator 

(269) 462-4325 


The Senior Youth Council provides a voice for Pokagon citizens between 
the ages of 1 8 and 24. The Senior Youth Council also coordinates 
community service projects and provides opportunities for Pokagon young 
adults to interact for fun and friendship. The Council mobilizes members 
toward positive goals, promotes the development of future tribal leaders and 
educates native youth about tribal government. 
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Happy 3rd birthday, Kensington! We love you to 
infinity and beyond! Love, Daddy, Grandma and 
Grandpa 



Congratulations, Gagie! We can’t believe you are 
graduating high school. You have turned into a 
wonderful, caring person and we can’t wait to see 
what the future holds for you. 

Love you, Mom, Dad, Sis, Eric, Aidan, Tade, 
Charlie, Layla, and Sophie 



Happy birthday to my Twincesses, Layla and 
Sophie. I can’t believe it’s already been one year. 
You two have filled our home with love, laughter 
and finally made ourfamily whole. 

Love you, Mommy, Daddy, Aidan, Tade, and 
Charlie 

On June 26, 201 5, Lisa Renee Reynolds, daughter 
of Dorothy Marie Hller, married William G. 
Butcher. 

Happy August birthdays to Ricky Rider age 40, 
Matthew Rider age 1 2, and Casey Rider age 1 1 , 

Love mom/dad, grandma/grandpa 



Happy 2nd birthday BO! 
Mom and Dad love you! 



Happy birthay Reagan! 
Love, Dad, Mom, and Bo 
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Page 2-3 

Pokagon kids enjoy 
their summer. 


Page 4 

PHS Lactation Room 
supports moms. 


Page 9 

New Council members 
sworn in. 


Parasitoid wasps arrive to combat the emerald ash borer 


At the end of July the Pokagon Department of Natural 
Resources received a special shipment: the eggs of two 
species of non-stinging wasps. These wasps will undertake the 
important mission of seeking out and reducing the emerald 
ash borer population on tribal properties. 

A dozen people gathered at the DNR office to help Tribal 
Council member Andy Jackson bless the culturally important 
effort to save the tribe's ash trees, which have been used for 
centuries to make baskets. The ceremony (see below) sent the 
wasp eggs into the field with the best intentions for survival. 

DNR staff placed the eggs at sites in Dowagiac, Hartford 
and New Buffalo. The eggs will begin hatching sometime in 
late August, and shortly thereafter will begin their work of 
attacking the eggs and larvae of the emerald ash borer before 
they can mature, emerge and destroy ash trees. 


DNR worked with the USDA's ash borer parasitoid 
rearing facility in Brighton, Michigan, and was required to 
select sites for release, obtain a permit, and collect data at the 
site where the wasps will be released. The smaller species, 
Oobius agrii , looks similar to a fly and parasitizes the eggs 
of the emerald ash borer, while the larger species Tetrastichus 
planipennisi parasitizes the larvae under the bark of the 
ash tree. 

The DNR will continue to receive parasitoid eggs every 
two weeks for the duration of the summer and into the fall 
to best establish populations of these parasitoid wasps. As new 
wasp species are available, they will be incorporated into the 
release program. 
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PHS Dental Services meeting a great need 


Because of the importance of and need for regular dental 
check ups, tribal leaders made sure the new Pokagon Health 
Services facility included dental services. Since the office’s 
opening in January, hundreds of citizens and other Native 
Americans have proved that decision to be the right one. 

“We had 455 patient appointments scheduled in July alone,” 
said Mary-Margaret Pierce-Lambert, dental office manager. 

At opening, the staff consisted of two assistants, two 
hygienists and a dentist. Now because of high demand, 
another dentist and hygienist and two patient registration 
clerks joined the staff. 

The staff offer patients all forms of cleanings, fillings, root 
canals, dentures, crowns, bridges and extractions. The office 
has a 3D Panorex machine that x-rays the sinus cavity and 
integrates with software to offer improved treatment. 

The connection between oral health and a person’s overall 
physical health is profound. Dentists can screen for oral cancer, 
diabetes, and heart disease. Red, swollen gum tissue and 


canker sores indicate that patient has increased risk to develop 
those conditions. Having regular oral checkups is good for 
health, but also self-esteem. 

“There are people who have never been to the dentist who 
now are getting the smile they want,” said Pierce-Lambert. 
“Since medical health and oral health go hand and hand, 
everything is integrated at PHS. We work with the Clinic, we 
work with the Pharmacy, we work with the nutritionist to 
ensure we meet the whole patient’s need.” 

Staff are trained to ease into treatment with those who may 
be apprehensive about visiting the dentist. 

“We have a really good staff that are calming and take time 
to discuss things,” she said. “The first appointment is to meet 
the dentist, get x-rays, and come up with a treatment plan.” 

Soon a third dentist will join the staff, and construction 
plans are underway for a fourth operatory. 

Call (269) 782-4141 to make your dental appointment 
today. 
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Pokagon youth programs revving up 

Pokagon teens: do you like planning or attending parties? Being outdoors? Learning 
about Potawatomi language and culture? Playing games? Developing new skills? 
Making friends? 

Youth programs offer all that and more to Pokagon kids between the ages of 
12-24. There are a couple of ways to get involved. Youth Council is made up of 
Pokagon youth who want to contribute to their community and to Indian Country. 
The Youth Council supports youth who are driven to be leaders in their community 
and in the nation, and promotes the development of future tribal leaders. Young 
people who what to be a representative voice for native youth and develop into 
future tribal leaders should check out Youth Council. Junior and Senior Youth 
Council meetings are held on the second Saturday of every month 10 a.m.— 2 p.m. 
Locations will be posted at www.pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

Another option is the Pokagon After-school Program, which begins September 15 
and continuing every Tuesday from 3:30-6:00 p.m. Middle and high school students 
are welcome to join the fun. 

The program uses the teachings of the medicine wheel as a guide for each season's 
focus. 

“During the fall season we will be promoting physical health,” said Daniel Stohrer, 
youth services coordinator. “We will be running or walking, and playing warrior 
games or lacrosse, basketball, soccer, and baseball.” 

Once a month active participants can travel off campus on a field trip. The group 
will ride horses in September and pick pumpkins in October. Dinner will be 
provided each Tuesday for the youth that attend. 

Recently youth have organized or taken part in many fun activities, including 
planning holiday parties for the community, traveling on a traditional canoe trip, 
playing in a national native basketball tournament, forming a lacrosse team, and 
meeting with national leaders in Washington D.C. If you are interested in all this, 
and more, contact Daniel at Daniel.Stohrer@pokagonband-nsn.gov or Rebecca 
Williams, youth cultural coordinator, at Rebecca.Williams@pokagonband-nsn.gov 


UNITY conducting native youth survey 

To learn more about today’s native youth and their interests, concerns and future 
outlook, UNITY has teamed with The Huffmgton Post to survey young natives 
between the ages of 18 and 24. This population has a unique perspective and 
valuable information to share with their UNITY family and the public at large. 

UNITY is a national organization that promotes personal development, 
citizenship, and leadership among American Indian and Alaska Native youth 
between the ages of 14 - 24. Its goal is to use the information gathered from the 
survey to help guide its future planning efforts that go into designing quality and 
relevant programs. The Huffington Post is interested in using the information as 
the basis for writing a general interest story about today’s native youth and their 
experiences in growing up native in two worlds. 

UNITY and The Huffmgton Post are requesting native youth who would like to 
share information about their experiences to complete and submit the survey by 
visiting: www.surveymonkey.com/ r/B5RNTCY. 

You will be requested to indicate (by checking the appropriate button) that you 
give permission to The Huffmgton Post reporter to get in contact and conduct a 
follow up interview. Keep in mind that not all of those who grant permission will 
be contacted. 



Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Department of Language & Culture 



If you are 1 8 years of age or older at the time you submit the survey and you 
give your permission to be contacted, please provide the contact information 
requested on the survey form. The submitted surveys will be maintained by 
UNITY. The information you submit will be shared with the reporter, but it will 
not contain your personal information. 

After reviewing the collected surveys, the reporter will list those selected for a 
follow up interview and request the relevant contact information from UNITY. 
UNITY staff will then directly get in touch with those identified and ask for 
permission to share their contact information with the reporter. Upon receiving 
the information, the reporter will get in contact with those to be interviewed and 
make the necessary arrangements. 



www.su rveymonkey.eom/r/B5RNTCY 


Pokegnek Yajdanawa 


Pokegnek Yajdanawa is the monthly voice of Pokegnek 
Bodewadmik, the Pokagon Band of the Potawatomi. 

Citizens are encouraged to submit original letters, stories, 
pictures, poetry and announcements for publication in 
Pokegnek Yajdanawa. Submissions are subject to the established 
guidelines. 


The deadline for citizen submissions for the newsletter is always 
the fourteenth of each month. Please send items for publication to: 

Pokegnek Yajdanawa 
Box 180 

Dowagiac, MI 49047 

Pokagon.Newsletter@PokagonBand-nsn.gov 





September 201 5 y Pokegnek Yajdanawa 


3 


Tribal Court and Council meet for annual meeting 

Each year, Tribal Council and the judges and justices that serve on the Tribal Court 
meet for a couple of days, and this year was no different. On August 5 the two 
groups met to share updates on Court activities, the community, legislation, land 
use and future plans. 

“I work with a number of tribes,” said Jill Thomp kins, an associate justice for the 
Court of Appeals. “And this is uniquely collaborative and rare. These updates help 
us prepare the Court for infrastructure development.” 

“The meetings are marked by a sense of mutual respect,” said Stephen 
Rambeaux, the Court administrator. 

Along with a day of collaboration and updates with Tribal Council, the judiciary 
met with Pokagon elders for lunch and discussion, and toured the new Pokagon 
Health Center and Edawat homes. 

Dreamcatchers enriches summer for Pokagon kids 

How would you like to spend a couple of days a week tagging turtles, dissecting 
owl pellets and learning about your family’s traditional clan role? For 42 Pokagon 
kids in kindergarten through eighth grade, Dreamcatchers was a fun, engaging way 
to spend their summer break. 

“This is the best one I’ve seen in my five years,” said Susan Doyle, educational 
associate and one of the Dreamcatchers organizers. 

Each Tuesday and Thursday the students would meet at the Head Start building 
where educational associate Donald Sumners began their day with a prayer and 
smudge. Then the rest of the day took them outdoors or out ofDowagiac for 
hands on, STEM-oriented language and cultural activities. 

“Collaboration with the Department of Natural Resources helped make it 
successful,” said Doyle. “They had elaborate lessons plans.” 

One such experiential activity involved close examination of owl pellets to 
discover what the predator had eaten — a mouse, a shrew, a bird? In another, the 
group raised painted lady butterflies from a chrysalis and released them during 
the last week of Dreamcatchers. In another, the students worked with the tribe’s 
water quality specialist electro fishing to monitor fish population and health in 
tribal waterways. 


Part of their time was spent working on new Court rules, revising current rules 
and relaying Court information to members of the judiciary. 

“Much of the work we do in the Court is developing infrastructure and 
procedures from laws that Tribal Council has enacted,” said Rambeaux. “For 
example the Code of Offenses: we work with judges on rules and administrative 
orders for it, and then collaborate with departments to develop needed 
infrastructure to follow the law.” 


The group traveled to Meier Gardens, Wolf Lake State Fish Hatchery and 
Fernwood Botanical Gardens as well. One day, a raptor rehabilitator brought 
golden eagles, a red tail hawk, and owls to visit the students. 

According to Autumn Cabrillas, another educational associate, the kids really 
enjoyed the Potawatomi language lessons and medicine wheel teachings, and the 
cultural enrichment brought out pride and family connections for some. 

“We did an activity about our clans, and one student didn’t know his clan,” she 
said. “He went home and asked his grandmother, and came in the next day excited 
to share what he’d learned.” 

Each week the students received small gifts — a bird, a fish — to remind them of 
what they’d learned. 

“Now they can tell stories about their Dreamcatchers experiences,” said Cabrillas. 
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Tiger Challenge meets with success 



Finishers of the Wellness Center Tigers Challenge kicked back and enjoyed a 
Detroit Tigers baseball game on Sunday, July 19. 

The challenge was to walk 200 miles, and several accomplished this distance, 
including Lorraine Grewett— who caught a foul ball— Carey and Jack Baxter, 
and Jodi and Emily Warren. Wellness Center Assistant John Koehler created this 
incentive. 

The Wellness Center is going to keep the challenges coming. This winter, they 
will be providing free skiing lessons and lift tickets to those who complete the next 
challenge, to be announced soon. Will you be up for it? 


Employee weight loss challenge becomes lifestyle 


Pokagon Band Tribal Police Officer Kevin Modlin was 
one of many employees to take the employee weight 
loss challenge, but he ? s the only one who lost 17 
pounds, winning the challenge. Through his weight- 
loss, he received $85 from the Wellness Center and a 
healthier self. 

Modlin lost the most weight, but coming in second 
was another member of the Tribal Police Department, 
Officer Jason Flick. 


Modlin wanted a healthier lifestyle, and he saw 
this challenge as the perfect start. He cut down on 
snacks like soda, chips, and ice cream and started 
running outside. 

When it was too cold outside, he could be found 
at the Wellness Center everyday. He says having that 
space to exercise was a big part of his success. 


The Wellness Center's message board has 
information about the necessity of pairing healthy 
eating and exercise habits to lose weight and become 
more healthy. Modlin exemplifies how true this is. 

He finished the challenge just seven pounds shy of 
his goal weight, a weight he has since surpassed. For 
Modlin, the challenge continues, as he works to lose 
another 15 pounds. 


PHS lactation room supports moms, babies 

Health Services now offers a 
lactation room for mothers to 
comfortably nurse their babies. 

We spoke with one tribal mother, 
Melinda Thompson, who uses this 
room, about why breastfeeding is 
so important to her. 

Q. Why do you believe 
breastfeeding is important for you 
and/ or your child? 

Although breastfeeding is very 
demanding and can drive you almost 
to the brink of insanity, it is also very 
magical! There really are no words to 
describe the feeling you get when you 
can provide your children nourishment 
in that kind of way. It is an amazing 
way to connect with your children. 

It gives them strength and a sense of 
security. When I know my children 
can sense that they are loved and secure, I just feel good, I feel whole! That's why 
breastfeeding is important to my family. 


Q. What challenges have you faced as a breastfeeding mother? 

The biggest challenge with breastfeeding for me personally is making sure I keep 
my supply up. I never realized how much work it really is, but I also never realized 
how rewarding it all would be. If I can nurse and pump an ounce or two afterward, 
I feel like super woman! 

Q. What does it mean to you to have safe places like the Health Center 
Lactation Room to breastfeed your child? 

I love that our clinic provides a safe place for us to nurse our babies! Some women 
like privacy, and sometimes you just need a quiet spot to relax and nurse. It is really 
comforting knowing our health clinic cares about us and has taken measures to 
make sure we have a place to retreat to when we need it. 

Q. How has your native culture influenced your decision to breastfeed? 

I’ve always heard the people I looked up to speaking about the importance of 
caring for our youth, that we need to protect them and care for them the best 
we can. When I became a mother, breastfeeding allowed for me to do just that. 
Breastfeeding is one of many powerful tools the Creator has blessed us mothers 
with. My hope is that more mothers will chose to breastfeed, and that people will 
start to see the importance of breastfeeding instead of the stigma society has created 
around breastfeeding. I also hope that Mothers who chose to breastfeed will have 
the support and respect they deserve from others around them when they decide 
to give their babies the gift of breastfeeding. 



Mishkowze | Be strong. Do well. 

Join the staff at Pokagon Health Services to better understand Thursday of each month at the Pokagon Health Center to 
your health, take steps to improve your wellness, and support hear from experts on health topics of the month, to share a 
others in their efforts. We'll meet at 5 p.m. on the second meal and to give prizes. 

September 10 October 8 November 12 

National Childhood Obesity Month Breast Cancer Awareness Diabetes Awareness 

Mammograms Smoke Out Awareness 

Red Ribbon Week (Oct. 23-31) Lung Cancer Awareness 

Mental Health Awareness 
Domestic Violence Awareness 
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4th Annual Healthy Step with Education preps kids, families for school year 


More than one hundred and twenty Pokagon family members gathered at 
Rodgers Lake in July to mark what’s become the annual kick off to the new school 
year: A Healthy Step with Education. 

“I think that’s more participants than we’ve ever had,” said educational associate 
Susan Doyle. “We’ve done this event in August and September before, but July 
seems to work well.” 

The event was held at Pokagon Health Services for the first time. Organizers 
hoped it would be convenient to offer a one stop shop for such services as athletics 
physicals, dental cleanings, moon teachings, and speech, vision, and hearing 
screenings. There were hair cuts, massages and of course the opportunity to register 
Pokagon students for pre-K— 12 programs. 

“There’s so much people could get out of there,” said Doyle. 

Thirty people took advantage of vision screenings. 

“We caught some children that did not know they needed glasses,” said Liz 
Leffler, community health nurse and one of the organizers. 

The collaborative event involved the Tribal Police offering car seat safety, Project 
LAUNCH’S parent group, and awareness information from the domestic violence 
team. Healthworks kids museum brought carnival games that shared healthy 
messages, and lots of little ones enjoyed the face painting, bounce house, fire truck, 
and ambulance. 

“And everyone liked the lunch of barbeque chicken,” said Doyle. 




Presented by the Education Departments of 
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi, 
Match-e-be-nash-she-wish Band of Pottawatomi and 
Nottawaseppi Huron Band of the Potawatomi 


LEGENDS f ?hf m S KY 


Friday, September 4 
2:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. 

Community Center 

Motivational talk about following your dreams and a workshop 
on the process of making a movie from idea to acting, directing, 
camera work... 

5:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. 

Rodgers Lake Pavilion 

Dinner 


7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 

Rodgers Lake PowWow Arena 

Join the Department of Education and the movie's writer and 
director, Holt Hamilton, for a discussion and screening of Legends 
from the Sky. 


Popcorn and refreshments will be served. 


66 ® 

POKACON.COM 



Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 

Department of Education 

EDUCATION 

PORTAL 

August 1 1 


The Education Department would like to announce 
that the EDUCATION PORTAL will be ready to 
use for fall 201 5-201 6 enrollment on August 1 1 , 
201 5! All citizens completing the Higher Education 
Scholarship or Vocational Scholarship applications 
should use the Education Portal to complete the 
scholarship process. No more emailing, faxing, or 
bringing in the scholarship paper work. Just send it 
electronically and enjoy the stress free scholarship 
process. 

If you have any questions please contact Joseph 
Avance Higher Education Specialist at joseph. 
avance@pokagonband-nsn.gov or (269) 782- 
0887 or toll free (888)330-1 234. 

Please spread the word! 


GYANKOBJEGEMEI' 
STAY CON NECTEC 

GOO 

POKAGON. CON 
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What’s that Invasive Plant? Giant Hogweed ( Heracleum mantegazzianum ) 


Giant hogweed is a very harmful 
invasive plant species that is treated as a 
federal noxious weed within the United 
States. This plant is native to Central 
Asia, but has been introduced in several 
countries as a garden ornamental plant. 
DO NOT TOUCH this plant. The sap 
of the plant reacts in the sunlight and 
causes blisters that take months to heal 
and can cause long lasting scars. With 
the possibility of sun exposure causing 
additional burns and blisters for several 
years after. The native Cow Parsnip 
(Heracleum lanatum) is sometimes 
mistaken for Giant Hogweed because 
this native plant can produce rashes 
and burns from its sap, however, not 


nearly as bad. Giant Hogweed grows 
from 6 to 1 8 feet tall, whereas native 
Cow Parsnip grows from 3 to 8 feet 
tall. The leaves on the Giant Hogweed 
are much more serrated, larger in size, 
and have very deep sinuses, whereas 
the Cow Parsnip has less serration, 
shallower sinuses, and generally less 
lobes. The stem on Giant Hogweed 
is green with purple blotches and stiff 
white hairs while the Cow Parsnip stem 
is most often times green and has very 
fine white hairs. Stay away from this 
undesirable plant and report it if you see 
it on tribal properties, so that it may be 
removed. 




What’s that Edible Plant? Chicory ( Cichorium Intybus ) 




You have probably seen this plant along the 
roadside in many areas. Chicory is quite common 
and readily available for use. Young Chicory 
leaves and flowers can be added to salads and 
included in cooked recipes. Older leaves may 
be boiled and have a change of water in order to 
remove bitterness. The root of the chicory can 
be made into a caffeine-free coffee-like beverage 
by toasting the roots in the oven for an hour at 
350° until the roots are dark brown, brittle, and 
fragrant. Grind the roots in a blender of spice 


grinder and use 1 tsp per cup of water. Chicory 
leaves contain vitamins A, B, K, E, and C, as well 
as potassium, calcium, phosphorus, copper, zinc, 
and magnesium. Chicory can also be used for 
medicinal purposes with herbal teas being used 
as detoxifiers and strong teas being used as a 
compress for mild inflammation and swelling. 


Hunter Safety Education Course Offered 

The Pokagon Departments of Language and Culture and Natural Resources will 
be holding a Hunter Safety Course September 11-13 for individuals interested in 
obtaining hunter safety certification. There is a cap on the class of 15 individuals 
and children under 10 require a parent or guardian as well as the ability to pass the 
written or oral tests and the range field exam. 

There are two options for participation: 1 .) Individuals can take the three day 
course without cost. 2.) Individuals are also able to complete the online version 
of the hunter safety course (available online at http://hunteredcourse.com/state/ 
online-hunter-safety-course-michigan/ for a fee of 17.99 that is reimbursable 
for the first five individuals) and join us on the last day for the range field exam. 
Friday, September 11 will consist of an evening event from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m., 
Saturday, September 12 will consist of a full day from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sunday, 
September 13 will be the range day from 9 a.m. to approximately 2 p.m. Additional 
information will be provided following the pre-registration period. Register online 
at www.pokagon.com/form/hunter-safety-course-registration. 

Riddle 

Last month’s riddle winner is Liz Serba who answered, “I cannot be felt, seen or 
touched, yet I can be found in everybody. My existence is always in debate, yet I 
have my own style of music. What am I?” The answer was “soul.” 

Emily Serba has also won a gift card for her riddle being selected. Check it out: 

6 T have an eye, but cannot see. I am stronger and faster than any 
man alive but have no limbs. Who am I ? 55 

Mail or e-mail in your correct answer to susan.doyle@pokagonband-nsn.gov and 
you will be entered in a drawing to win a gift card. Another way to win is to mail 
or e-mail your own riddle and the person whose riddle is selected for the next 
newsletter will win a gift card. 


Observe Wildlife from North Liberty's New Platforms 

Do you like to watch wildlife? Do you like to take pictures? The Pokagon 
Department of Natural Resources, through the use of a Tribal Wildlife Grant, 
has just created two observation platforms on the North Liberty Property. The 
observation platforms will allow citizens to see the landscape from a bird’s eye view, 
with each platform raising to 10 feet off the ground. The platforms will provide 
citizens with the opportunity to see the North Liberty property from a whole new 
viewpoint and possibly see wildlife that they haven’t been able to see before. So, 
take a road trip to North Liberty, bring your binoculars, a bag lunch, wear you 
sunscreen, and see wildlife from a new perspective. 
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Discovery Kits a hit 

The Department of Education appreciates all the 
surveys, pictures, and entries for the Discovery Kits; 
they are helpful for planning for next year. 

Rachel Saldivar and her friends love the Xoomy. 
They have a plan to make 

some small drawings then put them all on a large 
piece of paper like a collage. “The LEGO Friends 
set is also awesome because it teaches her to follow 
directions. She hasn’t completed the whole thing yet, 
but she is working on it,” writes her parents. “Thank 
you for these gifts, very awesome! Rachel and our 
entire family feel very blessed.” 


Five year-old Ari Bradshaw uses his Discovery 
Kit to express his knowledge and love about ocean 
animals. He uses the play dough to make the ocean 
animals and puts them in the ocean with his other 
sea creatures. The orange ocean animal he says is a 
manatee, the purple is a dolphin and the brown is 
an orca.The ocean is colored with sidewalk chalk 
on the asphalt. He uses the Lego Duplo Plane as 
a rescue plane to fly over the ocean to see if any 
ocean animals need to be rescued. 

Gregg-Marie Emerick’s Discovery Kit survey was 
randomly selected, and she has won a $25 gift card. 



Department of Education grows Graduation Tree 


The Department of Education Graduation Tree is designed to give recognition to 
students who demonstrate the characteristics which further the mission and goals 
of Pokagon Band Department of Education by completing programs that represent 
standards of achievement and excellence. The Department of Education would like 
the Graduation Tree to include every Pokagon Band graduate to be represented 
on the tree with a leaf placed in their honor for all degrees completed. Everyone 
that would like to be honored on the tree must submit an application and provide 
a copy of their degree to the Department of Education. Even if you have already 
provided an application and copy of your degree another one is required to be 
submitted as the past documents may have been misplaced or lost. Applications 
accepted year round. 


Student Eligibility Requirements: 

• must be Pokagon Band citizen. 

• must have graduated with an 
Associates, Bachelors, Masters 
or Doctorate degree. 


must complete the application 
must sign the application attesting 
to its accuracy. 

must send a copy of their diploma. 



Upcoming Elders Tech Trainings 

Workshops will take place immediately following the monthly Elders Business 
Meetings. Please plan on attending and bringing your Kindle and any questions 
you may have about this technology or any other technological concerns you may 
have. We will also be discussing tribal perspectives and how the media can increase 
participation and understanding. 



Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Department of Language & Culture 



Department of Language and Culture 
58653 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

6:00 pm-8:00 pm 

2015 

September 2 October 7 November 4 

September9 October 14 November 1 1 


GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 

oo© 

POKACON.COM 


For more information, please contact Nicole Holloway at (269) 462-4325 or 
nicole.holloway@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 
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Student rental due date approaching 

The deadline for student rental assistance is Friday, October 16. Students should 
make sure their documents are in before that date. After that date they are not 
eligible for the fall semester and will have to reapply in the spring/ winter semester. 
Any questions contact Megan Rick in the Housing Department at (269) 462-4251. 


Gage Street property closed September 26-27 

The Department of Language and Culture will host a youth deer hunt September 
26—27 on the tribe's Gage Street property. Only Band staff and event volunteers 
and participants can access this land beginning at noon on September 26 through 
noon September 27. 



Saturday, October 3 
10:00a.m.-l:00 p.m. 

Dowagiac Middle School 

The Early Childhood Education program and the Department of Social 
Services welcome citizens and staff to a day of family fun. 

Storyteller Apple Bobbing Apple Cider 

Childrens Costume Contest Cornhole Treats 

Pumpkins Crafts And much more! 

DV education and awareness will also be offered to participants 
at this event. 

To RSVP, sign up atwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov. For more information, contact 
Autumn Cabrillas at (269) 782-0887 x 1 97 or Casey Kasper at (269) 462-4324. 


o 

POKAGON.COM 
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Saturday. September 19 I S;00 pm 
Lake Michigan College Mendel Center 


iLUMINATE takes you on an exhiila rating ride during an explosive night of 
extraordinary lig lifting effects choreographed with phenomenal dance moves. Tins 
Isn't just a dance shwJ Luminaire is the fusion of Technology and dance unlike anything 
e Imt. H i KlMHrergy dar iter s in elec L r if krd ickMMrrt he-d a r k su it s per fui i n t hureuj; rapf led 
dances and illusions on a darkened sta^e that will leave you wanting more. Called 
*the best new act in America" during their run on America's Got Talent, iLuminate 
has shared their completely unique experience on The Ellen DeGeneres Show, 

Dancing with the Stars, X Factor, Good Morning America ^ and a slew of national 
music award shows. 

Sticker limit per household Please registerarwww.Pokagon-nsn.gov. 

^ 1 1 G * J A* s ■& t' 
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Adult work experience opportunity offered 

The Pokagon Band has an opening for training placements with the Department 
of Education and Head Start. In this work skills training program, the program 
participant will be responsible for learning and performing clerical and receptionist 
skills such as directing public, assisting with initial program application process, 
performing customer service and data entry. 

The training placement at the Department of Education will be assisting more 
specifically with Higher Education and the Simon Pokagon Memorial 
Research Library, while the training placement at Head Start will be focusing 
on pre-K programs. 

The participant would need to meet the basic Workforce Innovation and 
Opportunity Act placement eligibility requirements, which are being low-income, 


unemployed or underemployed; be a Native American with Pokagon Band tribal 
preference; 18 years or older; and residing in the ten county service area. In 
addition, the participant must: 

1. Be able to pass background checks and drug test 

2. Have already obtained a GED and/or high school diploma 

3. Be pursuing further educational training preferably in courses of education, 
child development and/or psychology 

Contact Traci Henslee, workforce training and resource specialist, at traci.henslee@ 
pokagonband-nsn.gov or (269) 462-4218 no later than Friday, August 21 by 5 p.m. 
to apply. 




Seeking art work for new Language & Culture building 

The tribal government is seeking artwork created by 
citizens and spouses for the new Language and Culture 
offices. 

If interested, please submit a proposal or portfolio 
for consideration. Work should reflect Potawatomi 
culture and be of the highest quality. Submissions 
for consideration should include your name, tribal 
ID number, contact information, and a detailed 
description of the work (materials used, size, and sketch). 
Submissions can be sent digitally to marcus.winchester@ 
pokagonband-nsn.gov, jason.wesaw@pokagonband-nsn. 
gov, or by mail to Marcus Winchester at PO Box 180, 
Dowagiac, MI 49047. 

If you have questions, please feel free to contact Marcus at (269) 462-4224 or 
Jason at (269) 447-6610. 


Newly-elected and reelected Tribal and Youth Council and Veterans Board 
members took their oaths of office Saturday, August 8. Thank you to these 
leaders for stepping up to serve the tribe. 

On Wednesday, August 1 2 Pokagon Band presented a check for $80,000 to 
Memorial Childrens Hospital in South Bend from the proceeds from the 201 5 
Four Winds Invitational. Thanks to the many event sponsors, we’ve been able 
to support the good work of the hospital through the Invitational for four years, 
for a total of more than $250,000. Memorial is undergoing a major expansion 
project, and this donation will help them construct state of the art facilities for 
excellent care for the most vulnerable community members. 



Join Marcy Herbert, Pokagon Band dietician, for a healthy lunch 
every third Wednesday as she discusses topics around nutrition. 

All healthy lunch presentations are 1 2:00 pm to 1 :00 pm in the 
kitchen of the Commodities Building 

58650 Sink Road | Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

This month’s Healthy Lunch is September 1 6. Mark your 
calendar for the next lunch on October 21 . 



For more information and to RSVP, contact Marcy Herbert at 
(269) 782-2472 or marcy.herbert@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 
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Ne'me gizhek SUNDAY 

Ngot gizhek MONDAY 

Nizh gizhek TUESDAY 

Apta gizhek ^ 



1 

Beginners Pilates 

Lean Lunch 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

L&C Cun Lake Youth L 
L&C Hartford Langua 
Zumba 

L&C Dowagiac Drumn 

6 

Kee-Boon-Mein-Kaa PowWow 

7 

Tribal Government closed in observation 
of Labor Day 

8 

Beginners Pilates 

Lean Lunch 

Fit Kids 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

L&C Cun Lake Youth L 
L&C Hartford Langua 
Zumba 

L&C Dowagiac Drumn 

13 

DNR Hunter Safety Course 

14 

Fit Kids 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

L&C Cun Lake Adult Language Class 

Circuit Training 

15 

Beginners Pilates 

SS Medicine Pouch Workshop 

Lean Lunch 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

PHS Healthy Lunch pi 
L&C Hartford Langua 
L&C Cun Lake Youth L 
Zumba 

20 

21 

Fit Kids 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

L&C Cun Lake Adult Language Class 

Circuit Training 

Tribal Government closed in observation 
of Sovereignty Day 

22 

Beginners Pilates 

Lean Lunch 

L&C Youth After School Program 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

L&C Hartford Langua 
L&C Cun Lake Youth L 
Zumba 

27 

28 

Fit Kids 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

L&C Cun Lake Adult Language Class 

Circuit Training 

29 

Beginners Pilates 

Lean Lunch 

L&C Youth After School Program 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

L&C Hartford Langua 
L&C Cu n La ke Youth L 
Zumba 





September 201 5 


A/EDNESDAY 

Nyew gizhek THURSDAY 

Nyano gizhek FRIDAY 

Odanke gizhek SATURDAY 

.anguage Class 
ige Class 

ling Class 

Fit Kids 

Lean Lunch 

SS Women's Traditional Dance Class 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

L&CThe Basics of Potawatomi Class 

Circuit Training 

4 

Womens Water Walk 

Legends from the Sky 

Red Road to Recovery Group 

Kee-Boon-Mein-Kaa PowWow 

Zumba 

9 

.anguage Class 
ige Class 

ling Class 

10 

Fit Kids 

Lean Lunch 

Mishkowze: Childhood Obesity 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

L&CThe Basics of Potawatomi Class 

Circuit Training 

11 

DNR Hunter Safety Course 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

12 

DN R H u nter Safety Cou rse 

Tribal Council Meeting 

Zumba 

16 

resentation 
ige Class 
.anguage Class 

17 

Fit Kids 

EDU + L&C Cultural Education Day 

Lean Lunch 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

L&CThe Basics of Potawatomi Class 

Circuit Training 

18 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

19 

Sovereignty Day Celebration 

L&C Language Workshop 

Zumba 

EDU ILLUMINATE 

23 

ige Class 
.anguage Class 

24 

Fit Kids 

Lean Lunch 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

L&CThe Basics of Potawatomi Class 

Circuit Training 

25 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

26 

SS Bike Rodeo 

Zumba 

ige Class 
.anguage Class 

October 1 

Fit Kids 

Lean Lunch 

EDU Elders Workshop: Personal Development 
SS Women's Traditional Dance Class 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

L&CThe Basics of Potawatomi Class 

Circuit Training 

October 2 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

October 3 

EDU Harvest Day 

Zumba 


Please visit www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov/calendar or call (800) 5 1 7-0777 for more details on these events. 
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Notice of Open Positions I Ethics Board 

POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Tribal Cou ncil is seeking letters of interest 
and resumes from Pokagon Band citizens interested in serving on the 
Pokagon Band Ethics Board. There are three seats available on the Ethics 
Board. The Ethics Board, a five member Board, is an instrumentality of the 
Pokagon Band government created by the Pokagon Band Ethics Code in 
fulfillment of Article XVII, Section 3 of the Pokagon Band Constitution. The 
Ethics Board is responsible for ensuring compliance with the Ethics Code by 
Pokagon Band officials and employees. 

TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for 
and attend Ethics Board meetings and perform the business of the Ethics 
Board will vary. The Ethics Board meets approximately once each month, 
depending on the needs of the Board, and will meet at additional times as 
may be needed to address ethics complaints and other specific matters. 
Typically, meetings are held in the evening on weekdays at various locations. 
Ethics Board members will be expected to spend several additional hours 
per month preparing for Board meetings or engaged in other Ethics Board 
activities. On average, an Ethics Board member can anticipate a total time 
commitment of approximately 4 hours per month, outside of any travel time. 

COMPENSATION. Eth ics Board members will be compensated as 
independent contractors in the amount of $1 50 for each meeting and in 
the amount of $50 for each hour that a Board meeting exceeds three hours 
in length. In addition, Board members will be entitled to reimbursement for 
mileage when using personal vehicles to attend meetings and for other Ethics 
Board business, in accordance with the Pokagon Band’s Travel Policy. 

ELIGIBILITY. In orde r to be eligible for appointment to the Ethics Board, 
one must meet the following minimum qualifications: 

(a) A bachelor's degree from an accredited college or university or ten (10) 
years of professional level work experience in relevant areas, such as 
law, law enforcement, accounting or finance, business management, 
regulatory and governmental affairs. Advanced degrees and 
certifications, such as Certified Public Accountant, Juris Doctorate, and 
Master of Business Administration are preferred, but not required; 

(b) Demonstrated experience in conducting investigations, analyzing and 
preparing findings and presenting summaries; 

(c) Demonstrated experience in reviewing and interpreting laws, regulations, 
contracts, and various professional level reports, including financial 
reports; 

(d) Strong interpersonal, oral, and written communication skills; and 

(e) Demonstrated ability to act with impartiality and to deal fairly, effectively 
and efficiently with situations requiring fact finding and dispute 
resolution skills. 

In addition, no person is able to serve on the Ethics Board if he or she is: 

(a) Not a Pokagon Band citizen; 

(b) Under the age of twenty-one; 

(c) A Public Official or Public Employee; 

(d) Employed, in any capacity, by the Pokagon Gaming Authority or Mno- 
Bmadsen, provided, however, that this shall not include independent 
contractors or volunteers of such entities; or 


(e) Employed or otherwise serves in a position with responsibilities that 
create a conflict of interest or the appearance of a conflict of interest 
with the duties and responsibilities of the Board, as determined by the 
Selection Committee. This subsection does not automatically prevent a 
Pokagon Band citizen from being appointed. 

TERM. The term of office for an Ethics Board member is three years. 

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Appointments to the Ethics Board are 
made by the Tribal Council upon the recommendation of a selection 
committee composed of the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the 
Tribal Council and the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the Elders 
Council. All persons recommended by the selection committee who wish 
to be considered for appointment to the Ethics Board must be present at 
the meeting at which the Tribal Council will review the written statements 
of interest and resumes; provided, however, that the Tribal Council may 
for good cause waive this requirement. Any person recommended by the 
selection committee who believes that good cause exists to not attend such 
Tribal Council meeting should contact the Executive Secretary to the Tribal 
Council, who will share the information with the Tribal Council. Please note 
that the Tribal Council has not yet established the meeting date at which it 
will consider appointments to the Ethics Board. 

HOWTO APPLY. Pokagon Band citizens who wish to be considered for 
appointment to the Ethics Board must submit a letter of interest along with a 
current resume, by one of the following three methods: 

Mail: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
P.O. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
Email: Kelly.Curran@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

As stated above, the selection committee will make a recommendation to 
the Tribal Council regarding the appointments. Therefore, the selection 
committee may conduct or cause to be conducted on its behalf, an initial 
screening of those seeking appointment, solely to determine whether the 
potential appointee meets the minimum qualifications for appointment to the 
Ethics Board. 

Please note that if you have previously sought appointment to the Ethics 
Board pursuant to any previous posting, and you are still interested in seeking 
appointment to the Ethics Board, you must reapply as provided in this 
Notice. 

QUESTIONS. Ethics Board, the Ethics Code, or this Notice may be directed 
to Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to the Tribal Council at (269) 782-6323 
or Kelly.Curran@pokagonband-nsn.gov. Additionally, you may visit the Ethics 
Board section of the Pokagon Band’s website atwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
government/boards/ethics-board. Also, a copy of the Ethics Code may be 
obtained from the Pokagon Band’s website atwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
government/codes-and-ordinances. 

DEADLINE. This posting will remain open until filled. 
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Notice of Open Positions I Election Board 


POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Tribal Council is seeking letters of interest 
and resumes from Pokagon Band citizens who are interested in filling one 
Board member and one Alternate member position on the Election Board. 
The Board member appointment will be for an approximately two and 
one-half year term expiring on January 31 , 201 8. The Alternate member 
appointment is for an approximately three year term that will expire January 
31,2019. 

The Election Board is a five person Board with two Alternates whose 
members are appointed by the Tribal Council. The Election Board is 
responsible for conducting Pokagon Band elections, maintaining a list 
of registered voters, and reviewing membership petitions, initiatives, and 
referendums. Alternates are not members of the Election Board, but 
Alternates do assist the Election Board in fulfilling its responsibilities and 
attend Election Board meetings. Alternates will be seated and vote in the 
absence of an Election Board member. 

QUALIFICATIONS. To be eligible for appointment to the Election Board, 
either as a Board member or Alternate member, a Pokagon Band citizen 
must: 

1 . Be an eligible voter of the Pokagon Band; 

2. Be at least twenty-five (25) years of age; 

3. Not be incarcerated for any criminal conviction; 

4. Not be presently a member of or candidate for Tri ba I Council, the Tribal 
Judiciary, the Ethics Board, or the Salary Commission; and 

5. Not have been convicted within the last ten (10) years of a crime subject 
to imprisonment for a term of one (1 ) year or longer, excepting those 
crimes determined by the Election Board to relate to the furtherance of 
the Band’s tribal sovereignty rights. 

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Election Board members and Alternate 
members are appointed by the Tribal Council. All persons who wish to be 
considered for appointment must be present at the meeting at which the 
Tribal Council will review the letters of interest and resumes, provided that 
the Tribal Council may for good cause waive this requirement. Any person 
who believes that good cause exists to not attend such meeting should 
contact the Tribal Council Executive Secretary who will share the information 
with the Tribal Council. Prior to any appointment, Tribal Council will make 
a determination whether the interested person meets the qualifications 
required to serve on the Election Board. In order to make this determination, 
all persons seeking appointment to the Election Board must undergo a 
limited criminal background checkto be performed by the Pokagon Band 
Tribal Police to ensure that the candidate meets the qualifications to serve 
on the Election Board. Thus, all persons interested in an appointment must 
complete an Authorization to Conduct Criminal Background.. You must 
contact Kateri Dayson or Katy Morseau, the Election Clerks, at (269) 782- 
9475 or (888) 782-9475 to obtain an Authorization to Conduct Criminal 
Background Check Form. 

TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for 
and attend Election Board meetings, conduct elections, and perform the 
business of the Election Board will vary. The Election Board is typically more 
active during the time leading up to and during the General Election and 
Elders Election. Additionally, there may be Referendums, Special Elections, 
Petitions, and Recalls that will require Election Board action. General 


Elections occur on the second Saturday of July and Elders Council Elections 
occur on the second Saturday of November. The dates of the Election 
Board meetings vary, but typically occur after 5:00 PM and are held at the 
Pokagon Band’s administrative offices at 58620 Sink Road in Dowagiac, 
Michigan. On average, a Board member or Alternate member can anticipate 
a time commitment of approximately 1 0 to 25 hours per month, with the 
busiest time being the months of May, June, July, September, October, and 
November. 

COMPENSATION. Board members and Alternate members are 
independent contractors and are compensated for service to the Board at 
rates established by the Tribal Council. Board members receive a stipend 
for each meeting and Election attended. The amount of the stipend varies, 
depending on the seat held, however, Board members receive a minimum 
stipend of $1 50 per meeting. Alternate members are compensated only 
if seated at a Board meeting in the absence of a Board member. Board 
members and alternates are entitled to reimbursement for mileage when 
using their personal vehicle to attend meetings and for other Board business 
in accordance with the Pokagon Band’s Travel Policy. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As Public Officials, Board members and 
Alternate members are subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy 
of the Code of Ethics may be obtained from the Band’s website at www. 
pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

HOW TO APPLY. If you are interested in serving on the Election Board, you 
must provide a written statement of interest (identifying whether you are 
seeking a Board member or Alternate member position) along with a current 
resume, and a completed Authorization to Conduct Criminal Background, by 
one of the following three methods: 

Mail: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
PO. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
Email: Kelly.Curran@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Please note that if you have previously sought appointment to the Board 
pursuant to any previous posting, and you are still interested in seeking 
appointment to the Board, you must reapply as provided in this Notice. 

QUESTIONS. If you have questions concerning the Election Board, please 
contact the Election Board offices at (269) 782-9475 or (888) 782-9475. For 
additional information about the Election Board and the election process, 
you may also consult the Band’s Election Code, which is posted on the Band’s 
website atwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/boards/election-board. 

DEADLINE. This posting will remain open until both positions are filled. 
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Notice of Open Position | Traditions/Repatriations Committee 


POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Pokagon Band Tribal Council is seeking 
letters of interest and resumes from Pokagon Band Citizens for two 
(2) Committee member positions and one (1 ) alternate position on the 
Pokagon Band Traditions/Repatriation Committee (the “Committee”). The 
Committee has the responsibility of advising the Band on cultural issues, and 
for reviewing and acting on repatriation issues on behalf of the Tribe. The 
Committee works closely with the Department of Language and Culture, 
and serves as the advisory body to the Pokagon Band Historic Preservation 
Office (THPO). 

TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for and 
attend Committee meetings and perform the business of the Committee 
will vary. The Committee meets approximately once each month to address 
general cultural issues and once per month to address issues with the 
THPO. The Committee may also meet at additional times as needed to 
fulfill Committee duties. Committee Members are expected to attend all 
Committee meetings, which are typically held at the Band’s Administration 
Building located at 58620 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Michigan. 

COMPENSATION. Committee Members are independent contractors and 
compensated for service to the Committee at rates established by the Tribal 
Council. Currently, Committee Members are compensated in the amount of 
$75 per Committee meeting. In addition, Committee members are entitled 
to reimbursement for mileage when using their personal vehicle to attend 
meetings and for other Committee business in accordance with the Band’s 
Travel Policy. 

ELIGIBILITY. All persons who wish to serve as a Member or Alternate of 
the Traditions/Repatriation Committee must have an interest in and respect 
for the traditions, culture, history, and language of the Pokagon Band and 
the Potawatomi Nation. Familiarity with the cultural teachings and practices 
of the Potawatomi is appreciated. Prospective members must be flexible in 
meeting times and locations, and be able to handle several projects at once. 



Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 

Departments of Language £r Culture and Social Services 


Medicine Pouch Workshop 

Wednesday, September 1 5 
10:00 am 

The Departments of Language & Culture and Social Services are 
hosting a medicine pouch making workshop with Punkin Shananaquet. 
This class is for women only. 

What is a Medicine Pouch? 

Medicine pouches are pocket sized pouches used to carry our protective medicines 
with us at all times. Some people carry sema in their pouch so they can say a prayer 
when they need to. When we make our medicine pouches we put good thoughts 
into each stitch. 

If you have questions please feel free to contact Casey Kasper 
at (269) 462-4324 or Patty Jo Kublickat (269) 462-8998. 

GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 

o 

POKAGON.COM 


APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Com mittee Members are appointed by the 
Tribal Council. All persons who wish to be considered for appointment to 
the Committee must be present at the meeting at which the Tribal Council 
will review the letters of interest and resumes; provided, however, that the 
Tribal Council may for good cause waive this requirement. Any person who 
believes that good cause exists to not attend such meeting should contact 
the Executive Secretary to the Tribal Council, who will share the information 
with the Tribal Council. Please note that the Tribal Council has not yet 
established the meeting date at which it will consider appointments to the 
Committee. 

TERM. There is no limit to the number of terms a member can serve on the 
Committee. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As a Public Official, Committee members 
are subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the Code of 
Ethics may be obtained by contacting Kelly Curran, Tribal Council Executive 
Secretary at (888) 376-9988 or by visiting the Band’s website, www. 
pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

HOW TO APPLY. Please submit letters of interest along with a current 
resume to: 

Mail: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
PO. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
Email: Kelly.Curran@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

DEADLINE. This posting shall remain open until filled. 

QUESTIONS. All questions concerning the Committee or this notice maybe 
directed to Kevin Daugherty at kevin.daugherty@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 



POKAGON BAND OF POTAWATOMI 

POKAGON HEALTH SERVICES 

PHARMACY 
EXPANDING SERVICES 


Pokagon Health Services Pharmacy will soon serve 
tribal spouses and employees of the Pokagon Band 
government, Four Winds Casino, and Mno Bmadsen 
and their immediate family members. 

Medication costs or co-pay will be the non-native 
patients responsibility and is due at the time the 
prescription is picked up. 

PHS Pharmacy will offer select over-the-counter 
medications such as acetaminophen, ibuprofen, 
nicotine patches, in addition to the prescriptions filled. 
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Please contact Pharmacy staff at (269) 782-4141 for more 
details or one-to-one consultations about medication 
questions and the new services offered. 
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NOTICE 

SOLICITING PUBLIC COMMENT 


This Notice shall be posted in all of the public offices of the Pokagon Band of 
Potawatomi Indians which includes the Tribal Courthouse, the Administration 
Building, the office of the Social Services Department, the office of the 
Commodities Building, the office of the Housing Department, the office of Indian 
Health Services Department, the Pokagon Band South Bend satellite office, Elders 
Hall and the Pokagon Band Police Department. 


START DATE: 
END DATE: 
TITLE: 

DESCRIPTION: 


SEPTEMBER 1,2015 

SEPTEMBER 30,2015 

“RULES OF APPELLATE PROCEDURE” 

The Court of Appeals is responsible for the establishment 
of general rules for practice, procedure and evidence for the 
Tribal Court and Court of Appeals pursuant to the Pokagon 
Band Tribal Court Code § 7A. 


The purpose of this Chapter of Court Rules is to establish 
the procedures by which appeals are taken from final 
judgments, orders, or decisions of the Tribal Court to the 
Court of Appeals. 


REVISIONS OF THIS CHAPTER OF COURT 
RULES WERE COMPLETED BY THE COURT 
OF APPEALS AND SUBMITTED FOR PUBLIC 
COMMENT. 


TRIBAL COURT Pokagon Band Tribal Courthouse 
CONTACT INFO: 58620 Sink Road, PO. Box 355 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 
Phone: (269) 783-0505 

Fax: (269) 783-0519 

E-mail : T C T. Re c ep V M @p o kago nb and-nsn . gov. 

DIRECTIONS FOR OBTAINING A COMPLETE COPY OF THE 
PROPOSED CHAPTER OF POKAGON BAND COURT RULES ARE 
AS FOLLOWS: 


A copy of the proposed Chapter of Court Rules may be obtained by contacting 
the Pokagon Band Tribal Court Administrator at the above address, phone number, 
fax number, or e-mail address. A complete copy of the proposed draft will be 
forwarded promptly for review and comment. Comments must be submitted to 
the Tribal Court Administrator no later than the “End Date” specified within this 
Notice. All comments submitted will be considered by the Pokagon Band Court of 
Appeals prior to adoption of the final rules. 

A COPY OF THIS NOTICE AND PROPOSED CHAPTER OF COURT 
RULES IS ALSO POSTED ON THE POKAGON BAND WEBSITE at 

www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ government/ tribal-court/ court-rules. 



Department of Language & Culture 

ZAWBOGYA GISES — 
LANGUAGE WORKSHOP 


Saturday September 1 9 
1 0:00 a.m.— 1 2:00 p.m. 

Rodgers Lake Pavilion 

5862 Q Sink Raad» Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

This monthly workshop will he taught by Carla Collins at Rodgers 
Lake and the presentation is in coordi nation with Fall Ceremonies 
hosted by Traditions and Repatriations Com mittva. 

Lunch is provided by ceremony organizers. 

Any questions, please contact Rhonda Purcell, Language Coordinator, 
at (269) 462-4255 or rhonda.purodl^pofcagonband-nsn.gcv. 

nwf dvikipd 
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Department of Language & Culture 

BNAKWI GISES— 


Saturday, October 24 

1 2:00 p.m.— 2:00 p.m. 

Elders Hall 

53237 Tow nha 1 1 Road, Dowagiac, Ml 49047 


Join Kyle Malottfor the October language workshop led by our 
apprentices teaching what they are currently teaming while Irving with our 
Fluent speakers in Northern Wisconsin. 

Worksh op I u nc h Is potlu ck sty le, plea se be su re tobringasidedlshfor 

everyone to share. Language Program wi II provide the entree and drinks. 

Any questions, please contact Rhonda Furcell, Language Coordinator, 
at [269] 462-4255 or rhonda.punDell@pokagonband-nan.gov. 
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Per Capita News 

The Enrollment Office needs the following individuals to update their addresses so 
that these payments can be mailed. If there is an X in the column(s) by your name, 
you have either a Christmas check and/ or per capita payments due to you. Please 
contact Beth Edelberg in the Enrollment Office at (269) 782-1763 or Deidre 
Ecker in the Finance Department at (269) 462-4209. 


Enrollment 

# 

Name 

Christmas 2014 

Monthly Per Cap 

83 

John Dylan Watson 

X 


406 

Michael Lynn Hewitt 

X 

X 

857 

Peter John Ramirez 

X 


1446 

Bobby Marcus Haynes 

X 


1986 

Cristian M Cobb 

X 

X 

2717 

Zachary T. Huffman 


X 

4227 

Scott Brewer Jr 

X 

X 

4442 

Mason Tyler Currey 

X 



Please note - you must have a deliverable address on file. 


Attention 1 8 to 20 Year Olds I Per Capita Information 

Attention all high school seniors who are graduating from high school or 
individuals who may be completing their G.E.D. If you are at least 18 years old 
and have achieved either of these you are now eligible to receive your monthly per 
capita checks. All you have to do is send a copy to the Enrollment office. You may 
either mail or fax this. The address to mail to is: 

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Attn: Enrollment Office 
P OBox 180 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 

OR fax to: (269) 782-1964 

The document must be received by September 15 in order to make it on the 
October 2015 check run. Anything received after September 15 will be processed 
on the check run for November 2015. If you have any questions please call the 
direct per capita phone line at (269) 462-4209 or (269) 462-4200 or toll free 
(800) 517-0777. 

Are you eligible for certain Michigan tax exemptions? 

If you are an enrolled Pokagon citizen, and you live in the tribe’s Tax Agreement 
Area (as is defined in the State Tax Agreement between the Pokagon Band of 
Potawatomi Indians and the state of Michigan) , then please fill a Resident Tribal 
Member (RTM) Application to see if you are eligible to start receiving these 
benefits. The application is available online here: www.pokagonbandnsn.gov/ 
departments/fmance/state-tax-agreements 

Please read the Tax Agreement Overview (www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
departments/ finance/ state-taxagreements) to learn about these benefits and see a 
map of the Tax Agreement Area. You will also find individual township maps at that 
link. If you think you may live inside the Tax Agreement Area boundaries (green 
shaded areas), then you may be able to register with the State of Michigan and get 
relief from certain taxes. 

In order to get registered, you must apply by filling out a Resident Tribal 
Member (RTM) Application and returning it to Julie Rodriguez in the Finance 
Department. Upon review of your application, we will notify you of your 
eligibility status. 

If you have any questions, or comments regarding the Tax Agreement or your 
RTM status or benefits, please do not hesitate to contact Julie at (269) 462-4210 or 
Julie. Rodr iguez@p okagonband-nsn. gov. 


Per Capita Important Dates 


Deadline to receive 
Changes/updates/additions 
Received by 

Finance Department 

Checks mailed out on 

Check date 

Direct deposits in accounts 

Thursday, January 1 5, 201 5 

Thursday, January 29, 201 5 

Friday, January 30, 2015 

Friday, February 13,2015 

Thursday, February 26, 201 5 

Friday, February 27,2015 

Friday, March 13,2015 

Monday, March 302015 

Tuesday, March 31, 2015 

Wednesday, April 15,2015 

Wednesday, April 29, 2015 

Thursday, April 30, 2015 

Friday, May 15, 201 5 

Thursday, May 28,2015 

Friday, May 29, 2015 

Monday, June 15,2015 

Monday, June 29, 2015 

Tuesday, June 30, 2015 

Wednesday, July 15, 2015 

Thursday, July 30, 2015 

Friday, July 31 , 201 5 

Friday, August 14, 2015 

Thursday, August 27, 201 5 

Friday, August 28, 2015 

Tuesday, September 1 5, 201 5 

Tuesday, September 29, 201 5 

Wednesday, September 30, 201 5 

Thursday, October 1 5, 201 5 

Thursday, October 29, 201 5 

Friday, October 30, 2015 

Monday, November 2, 201 5* 

Tuesday, November 24, 201 5 

Wed, November 25, 201 5 

Friday, December 4, 201 5* 

Thursday, December 1 7, 201 5 

Fri, December 18,2015 


* Please note, in 2015, the November deadline for changes is November 2 and the December 
deadline is December 4. This is due to time limitations on all the events that occur at this time 
of the year. 


Per Capita Direct Deposit & Tax Withholding Forms 

For those tribal citizens receiving per capita checks in the mail and who do not 
have direct deposit, enclosed with your check you will find a direct deposit and a 
tax withholding form. These will be included with your check every month until 
we achieve 100% direct deposits. 

The tribe is currently having mandatory direct deposit for per capita checks. In 
the case of individuals not being able to set up a bank account, the tribe is offering 
a cash card on which the per capita checks will be loaded onto every month. We 
are making efforts to give everyone a chance to set up a bank account of your 
choice and on your own. 

As always, the tax withholding form is not mandatory although highly suggested 
as per capita payments are subject to federal and state taxes. The tribe only 
withholds federal taxes with a completed form, state taxes are the responsibility of 
the citizen. 

If you have any questions, please call the direct per capita phone line at 
(269) 462-4209 or (269) 462-4200 or toll free (800) 517-0777. The per capita 
phone line and my extension both have lengthy messages listing various per capita 
information. Please leave a message and I will return your call as soon as possible. 
Both of the above stated forms are available online at www.Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Once you turn in a direct deposit form and as long as I receive it by the 15th of 
the month, the information will be entered into the system and the first month is 
always a test run to the bank, so the check will still be mailed to you. The following 
month, as long as I do not receive any errors from the bank, will be direct deposit. 
As earlier stated, you will continue to receive the two forms in with your checks 
every month. If you have completed a form, no need to fill out another one. 
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Tribal Council September Calendar of Events 

1 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 10 a. m. 

7 Closed in observation of Labor Day 

8 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 
1 2 Tribal Council Meeting, Community Center, 1 0 a.m. 

14 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 10a.m. 

15 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds Hartford, 10 a.m. 

21 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

22 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 10 a.m. 

28 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

29 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 

Please check the website, www.pokagonband-nsn.gov, or call (888)782-2426 
before attending to confirm that a meeting has not been cancelled. 


Tribal Council October Calendar of Events 

5 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

6 Gaming Authority Closed Session, FourWinds New Buffalo, 10a.m. 
1 0 Tribal Council Meeting, Community Center, 1 0 a.m. 

1 2 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

1 3 Gaming Authority Closed Session, FourWinds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 

1 9 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

20 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds Hartford, 10a.m. 

26 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

27 Gaming Authority Closed Session, FourWinds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 

Please check the website, www.pokagonband-nsn.gov, or call (888)782-2426 
before attending to confirm that a meeting has not been cancelled. 


Can’t Get to Elders Council Business Meetings? 
Participate Via Webcast 

Business meetings are held the first Thursday of every month at the Community 
Center in Dowagiac. For your convenience the meetings are now broadcast on 
the internet to listen in on what is going on with the Elders. If you are able to 
take advantage of this — please do! — Elders business meetings are called to order at 
11:00 a.m. Visit the Pokagon website to access the webcasting: www.pokagonband- 
nsn.gov/citizens/web-casting.Any questions, please call Stanley Morseau, Elders 
Chairman, (269) 783-6828. 

Don’t forget our social lunches held every third Thursday of the month. On these 
days we may have holiday parties, special events, or games. Every weekday a hot 
lunch is served at the Elders Hall. You are welcome to come to meet new elders 
you may not know or visit your friends. 



Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Department of Language £r Culture 

Native Nations Youth Council 


Pokagon Band Native Nations Youth Council encourages all Pokagon youth 
who are seeking to contribute to their community as well as to Indian Country 
to join. 

As a Pokagon youth between the ages of 1 2 to 24 you can be a representative 
voice and further your development as a future tribal leader. 

Junior and Senior Youth Councils meet on the second Saturday of each month 
between the times of 1 0:00 am to 2:00 pm. Meeting locations are announced 
on the Pokagon Band website. 


Please contact Rebecca Williams to join or for more information at 
(269) 783-9265 or rebecca.williams@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 



POKACON.COM 




Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 

Department of Language & Culture 

THE BASICS 

of Basic Potawatomi Language 

Thursdays 

6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 

Elders Hall 

53237 Town Hall Road, Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

The Basics of Potawatomi class will be taught by Kevin Daugherty for 1 0 weeks and will 
provide all the fundamentals of Potawatomi such as vowel pronunciation, tense markers, 
personal prefixes, and the structure of simple sentences. 


NEW! Class schedule 
September 

Thursday, September 3 
Thursday, September 1 0 
Thursday, September 17 
Thursday, September 24 


October 

Thursday, October 1 
Thursday, October 8 
Thursday, October 1 5 
Thursday, October 22 


If you are interested or want more information, please contact Rhonda Purcell, Language 
Program Coordinator, at (269) 462-4255 or rhonda.purcell@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


The class also qualifies towards the Pokagon Language Incentive Program 

24 Hours Certificate of Acknowledgment 

48 Hours $100 Gift Card 

72 Hours Personalized Language Program Jacket 

96 Hours Handmade Quilt 


GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 

GO© 

POKACON.COM 
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Tribal Office Directory 

Administration 

Health Services 

Information Technology 

58620 Sink Road 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-4141 

(269) 782-8998 

Toll Free (800) 5 1 7-0777 

Toll Free (888) 440-1234 

FAX (269) 782-6882 

Housing & Facilities 

57824 East Pokagon Trail 

Commodities 

(269) 783-0443 

(269) 782-3372 

FAX (269) 783-0452 

Toll Free (888) 281-1 1 1 1 

Human Resources 

FAX (269) 782-7814 

58620 Sink Rd. 

Communications 

(269) 782-8998 

58620 Sink Rd. 

FAX (269) 782-4253 

(269) 782-8998 

Compliance 

58620 Sink Rd. 

Language & Culture 

58653 Sink Rd. 

(269) 462-4325 

(269) 782-8998 

Mno-Bmadsen 

4 1 5 E. Prairie Ronde St. 

Chi Ishobak 

27043 Potawatomi Trail 

(269) 783-41 1 1 

(269) 783-4157 

Natural Resources 

32142 Edwards St. 

Education 

(269) 782-9602 

58620 Sink Rd. 

FAX (269) 783-0452 

(269) 782-0887 

Social Services 

Toll Free (888) 330-1234 

58620 Sink Rd. 

FAX (269) 782-0985 

(269) 782-8998 

Elders Program 

Toll Free (800) 5 1 7-0777 

53237 Townhall Rd. 

FAX (269) 782-4295 

(269) 782-0765 

South Bend Area Office 

Toll Free (800) 859-2717 

3733 Locust Street 

FAX (269) 782-1696 

Elections 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-9475 

Toll Free (888) 782-9475 

South Bend, IN 46614 
(574) 282-2638 

Toll Free (800) 737-9223 

FAX (574) 282-2974 
(269) 782-8998 

Tribal Council 

Enrollment 

58620 Sink Rd. 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-6323 

(269) 782-1763 

Toll Free (888) 376-9988 

FAX (269) 782-1964 

FAX (269) 782-9625 

Finance 

Tribal Court 

58620 Sink Rd. 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

(269) 783-0505/ 

Toll Free (800) 517-0777 

FAX (269) 783-0519 

FAX (269) 782-1028 

Tribal Police 

Head Start 

58155 M-5 1 South 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-2232 

(269) 783-0026/ 

Toll Free (866) 399-0161 

(866) 250-6573 

FAX (269) 782-9795 

FAX (269) 782-7988 


Junior and Senior Youth Council Members Wanted 

Both Senior and Junior Youth Councils are open to any Pokagon youngster. 
Anyone can join, and eventually run for the executive board. Besides the 
age divisions, there are differences between the two groups. The Junior 
Youth Council provides a voice for native youth between the ages of 1 2 
and 18. The Council promotes the development of future tribal leaders 
through educational attainment and Potawatomi language, culture, pride, 
and identity. The Junior Youth Council also coordinates community service 
projects and provides opportunities for native youth to interact for fun 
and friendship. 


Tribal Council Directory 

(888) 376-9988 

Chairman 

John P. Warren 

(269)214-2610 

JohnWarren@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Vice-chairman 

Robert Moody, Jr 

(269) 783-9379 

Bob.Moody@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Treasurer 

Eugene Magnuson 

(269) 783-9297 

Eugene.Magnuson@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Secretary 

Mark Parrish 

(269) 783-6052 

Mark.Parrish@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Steve Winchester 

(269) 591-0119 

Steve.Winchester@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Becky Price 

(269) 783-6212 

Becky. Price@pokagonband-nsn.govov 


Member at large 

Michaelina Martin 

(269) 783-9260 

Micky.Martin@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Andy Jackson 

(269) 783-9340 

Andy.Jackson@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Roger Rader 

(269) 783-9039 

Roger.Rader@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Matt Wesaw 

(517)719-5579 

Matt.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Elders Representative 

Judy Winchester 
(269) 783-6240 


Executive Secretary 

Kelly Curran 

(269) 591-0604 

Kelly.Curran@pokagonband-nsn.gov 


Elders Council Directory 

Elders Hall (800)859-2717 or (269)782-0765 


Chair 

Stanley Morseau 
(269) 462-5797 

Vice Chair 

Maxine Margiotta 
(269)783-6102 

Secretary 

Audrey Huston 
(269) 591-4519 


Treasurer 

Clarence White 

(269) 876-1118 

Member at Large 

Cathy Ford 


Senior Youth Council Directory 


Chairman 

Michael Gamache 

Michael.Camache@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Treasurer 

Ronald Puruleski 

Ronald.Puruleski@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Secretary 

Vacant 


Member at large 

Mahogan Shepard 

Mahogan.Shepard@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Skyler Daisy 

Skyler.Daisy@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Rebecca Williamst 

Youth Culture Coordinator 

(269) 462-4325 


The Senior Youth Council provides a voice for Pokagon citizens between 
the ages of 1 8 and 24. The Senior Youth Council also coordinates 
community service projects and provides opportunities for Pokagon young 
adults to interact for fun and friendship. The Council mobilizes members 
toward positive goals, promotes the development of future tribal leaders and 
educates native youth about tribal government. 
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Samantha Pauley, 1 4, and her dairy cow won 
champion juniorfair showmanship and reserve 
grand champion at the 201 5 Cass County Fair. 
Samantha is the daughter of Joe and Heather 
Pauley, granddaughter of Scott and Connie 
Huston and David and Joyce Accoe, and great- 
granddaughter of Audrey Huston. Samantha’s 
family has been showing at the Cass County Fair 
for 59 years. Great job! 



On August 27 our smart, 
beautiful and talented daughter 
Anysia celebrated her 12th 
birthday. Happy Birthday, 
Anysia!! You have been a 
blessing to us since the day you 
were born! We are so proud of 
you! 

Love you always, Mom and 
Daddy and Danica 


Happy 60th birthday 

to Gary Rider, a great 
husband and father. 

All our love, Jan, Derek, 
Devan, and Deanna 



Congratulations to Easton 
May for earning the 1 st place 
trophy at the USA BMX 
Buckeye Nationals for the 6 
Novice Division. We are so 
proud of you buddy! Love, 
Papa, Cram, Mom, Dad & 
Keegan. 




Saturday, September 1 9 
Rodgers Lake 
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Chi Ishobakgets new 
look, online learning 
tool. 


Education Department opens Simon Pokagon Memorial 
Research Library 


When the Administration Building first opened at Rodgers 
Lake in 2010, so did the Department of Education’s lending 
library, which loaned out Native American books. Over the 
years, staff noticed it was underutilized; often books were 
returned late or not at all. So they began asking, “How can 
we better serve our citizens?” 

Part of the answer to that question is the newly-opened 
Simon Pokagon Memorial Research Library, which debuted 
during the Sovereignty Day festivities September 19. 

“We wanted more of an online digital library,” said Sam 
Morseau, education director. “Citizens can check out e-books 
and stream video and audio. It reaches citizens outside the ten 
county service area.” 

Going digital gives citizens multiple ways to use the library. 
The Education Department has given out 150 Kindles thus 
far, and citizens can submit wish lists for books they’d like 
to check out via their devices (users access the digital library 


with any e-reader, not only Kindles). The space will become 
a digital classroom that can be used for teleconferencing with 
other tribes or for classroom space for the tribe’s partner 
colleges. Potawatomi language apps will be accessible from 
the online library, and it will be a part of the Southwest 
Michigan Library Consortium, making thousands of other 
books and resources available. 

This development is funded by a grant from the Institute 
for Museum and Library Services, so citizens can expect to 
see more digital books and resources available in the future. 

“Naming the library for Simon Pokagon seemed like a no 
brainer,” said Morseau. “He was one of our earliest patriarchs 
and authors. He wrote Queen of the Woods, spoke at the 
1893 World’s Fair in Chicago, and met Presidents Lincoln and 
Grant. He started a rich tradition of learning and striking a 
good balance between culture and education.” 

Please turn to page 1 5 


Pokagon Band gears up for Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
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Last year our Tribal Council officially recognized October 
as Domestic Violence Awareness Month in the Pokagon 
community. This resolution was presented by Councilwoman 
Andy Jackson, a strong supporter of the women in our 
community, and received overwhelming support from Tribal 
Council. 

We all know domestic violence has a negative impact on 
our communities. It impacts the individuals and families who 
experience it firsthand. It shows the victims, most commonly 
women, that their lives and experiences aren’t valuable. If 
there are children involved, studies have shown that child 
witnesses to violence are at an increased likelihood to become 
either victims or perpetrators in adulthood. Feeling unsafe 
at home or in your relationship impacts all parts of your life: 
your friends, loved ones, and pets could be at risk for harm, 
as abusers tend to harm or threaten harm to loved ones as 
part of the abuse. You could also be at risk for missing work 
or school because of injuries from assaults, or if your partner 
keeps you from working or attending school. As a community, 
it is important not to ask the victim why she chose to stay, 
but instead ask the perpetrator why they choose to harm. No 
one ever chooses to be hurt. 


The Domestic Violence program will have activities going 
throughout the month of October to raise awareness for 
Domestic Violence. There will be several different activities 
going on throughout the month, including Harvest Day for 
families, co-sponsored by the Education Department, on 
October 3, a screening of the film Finding Dawn on October 
9, a vigil to honor survivors on October 12, 5K run/walk 
and picnic on October 17, and a Women’s Talking Circle on 
October 25, to name a few. Some of these programs require 
pre-registration. Check the calendar and the website for 
information on these events. If you have any questions you 
can contact Casey Kasper at (269) 462-4324 or casey.kasper@ 
p okagonband-nsn . gov. 

If you or someone you know is feeling unsafe at home, 
help is available. Please contact Casey Kasper at (269) 462- 
4324 or casey.kasper@pokagonband-nsn.gov. All services are 
free of charge and confidential. 
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Bodwewadmimwen language learning app available for download on Apple and Kindle devices 


Potawatomi language learners can study the language 
on the go with the new Bodwewadmimwen app, 
available for free on Apple and Kindle devices. 

The Language and Culture Department worked 
with Native language app developers Thornton Media, 
Inc. to create a custom language learning app for 
Potawatomi. The app features the voices of language 
apprentices Carla Collins and Kyle Mallot and photos 
of Pokagon citizens, tribal land, and buildings. 

The categories of words and phrases teach you in 
three stages: learning, game playing, and quizzes. The 
app first says and shows you the words. You just tap 
on what you want to know, and the word or phrase 
is spoken to you in Potawatomi as a corresponding 
image appears. Next, you can play games on easy, 
medium, and hard levels to use what you’ve learned, 



followed by quizzes that test your new knowledge. 

Thornton Media has created apps for the Cree, 
Tsuut'ina, Chickasaw, Cherokee, Chinuk Wawa, and 
other Native languages, all available in the Apple 
iTunes store. 

Language Program Coordinator Rhonda Purcell 
says the app is not meant to replace language classes 
but compliment them, giving citizens access to 
language at all times. 

This is the largest compilation of Potawatomi 
language, Purcell says. Citizens may visit the Language 
& Culture offices to use the app if they do not have 
access to an app -compatible device. 



■0O AT&T 


9:35 AM 


p* Fun Learning 



n noseme 


my aunt, mother's sister 
my older brother from girl 


my grandchild 


my grandfather 

my nephew* niece, or stepchild 
my uncle, mother's brother 
my uncle, father s brother, stepfather 
my son 
my niece 


Potawatomi Gathering provides weekend of fellowship 

Forest County Potawatomi hosted the 2015 Potawatomi Gathering in Crandon, 
Wisconsin this August. More than 40 Pokagon citizens and family attended, and 
several veterans became integral parts of the ceremonies. 

The Gathering offered elders bingo, a bell workshop, archery, tan hiding, and 
more activities for citizens of all Potawatomi tribes to experience together. Most 
were full when the Pokagon group arrived on Wednesday, so much of their time 
was spent engaging with each other. 

Citizen Melissa Rodriguez cherished the time catching up with others she 
hadn’t spoken to in a long time, “It was nice just to sit and talk,” she said of her 
time at the Gathering. 

Notable were the two pow wows held in the evenings, where fifteen Pokagon 
Band veterans danced around the circle with the veterans of 10 other bands, 
posting the colors and honoring our Eagle Staff. 


Head Veteran Anthony Foerster carried the Pokagon Eagle Staff around the large, 
mostly enclosed arena during the grand entries. He appreciated walking with the 
highly respected men and women veterans from the other tribes. 

Just as notable is his time spent with his fellow Pokagon Band veterans. 

“We have such a closeness and a bond, that we all feel like brothers and sisters,” 
Foerster said of his Ogitchedaw family. 

The next Potawatomi Gathering will be organized by the Citizen Band in 
Oklahoma. 
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Kee-Boon-Mein-Kaa celebrates 30 years 



Pokegnek Yajdanawa 


Pokegnek Yajdanawa is the monthly voice of Pokegnek 
Bodewadmik, the Pokagon Band of the Potawatomi. 

Citizens are encouraged to submit original letters, stories, 
pictures, poetry and announcements for publication in 
Pokegnek Yajdanawa. Submissions are subject to the established 
guidelines. 


The deadline for citizen submissions for the newsletter is always 
the fourteenth of each month. Please send items for publication to: 

Pokegnek Yajdanawa 
Box 180 

Dowagiac, MI 49047 

Pokagon.Newsletter@PokagonBand-nsn.gov 






Pokegnek Yajdanawa Bnakwi gises 201 5 


Flu Facts: Get vaccinated before flu season hits hard 


By Elizabeth Leffler, community health nurse 

The flu is a contagious respiratory illness caused by influenza 
viruses that infect the nose, throat, and lungs. It can cause 
mild to severe illness, and at times can lead to death. The best 
way to prevent the flu is by getting a flu vaccine each year. 

Signs and symptoms of flu 

People who have the flu often feel feverish and chills and 
may have a cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose and body 
aches. 

How flu spreads 

The flu viruses spread mainly by droplets made when 
people with flu cough, sneeze or talk. These droplets can land 
in the mouths or noses of people who are nearby. Less often, a 
person might also get flu by touching a surface or object that 
has flu virus on it and then touching their own mouth, eyes 
or possibly their nose. 

You may be able to pass on the flu to someone else before 
you know you are sick, as well as while you are sick. Most 
healthy adults may be able to infect others beginning 1 
day before symptoms develop and up to 5 to 7 days after 
becoming sick. Some people, especially young children and 
people with weakened immune systems, might be able to 
infect others for an even longer time. 

Preventing seasonal flu: Get vaccinated 

The single best way to prevent the flu is to get a flu vaccine 
each season. There are two types of flu vaccines: 

• Flu shots: inactivated vaccines (containing killed virus) 
that are given with a needle. 

• The nasal-spray flu vaccine which the PHS clinic does 
not offer: a vaccine made with live, weakened flu viruses 
that is given as a nasal spray. The viruses in the nasal spray 
vaccine do not cause the flu. 

About two weeks after vaccination, antibodies develop that 
protect against influenza virus infection. Flu vaccines will 
not protect against flu-like illnesses caused by non-influenza 
viruses. The seasonal flu vaccine protects against the three 
influenza viruses that research suggests will be most common. 


When to get vaccinated against seasonal flu 

Yearly flu vaccination should begin in October, or as soon 
as a vaccine is available, and continue throughout the flu 
season which can last as late as May. This is because the timing 
and duration of flu seasons vary. While flu season can begin as 
early as October, most of the time seasonal flu activity peaks 
in January, February or later. 

Who should get vaccinated? 

Everyone 6 months and older should get a flu vaccine each 
year. While everyone should get a flu vaccine each flu season, 
it’s especially important that certain people get vaccinated 
either because they are at high risk of having serious flu- 
related complications or because they live with or care for 
people at high risk for developing flu-related complications. 

Who is at high risk for developing flu-related 
complications? 

• Children younger than five, but especially children 
younger than two years old 

• Adults 65 years of age and older 

• Pregnant women 

• American Indians and Alaskan Natives seem to be at 
higher risk of flu complications 

• People who have certain medical conditions 

• People who live in nursing homes and other long-term 
care facilities 

• People who live with or care for those at high risk for 
complications from flu, including health care workers 


The flu vaccine will be available 
at Pokagon Health Services in 
November on Thursdays from 
5:00-7:00 p.m. by appointment, 
and walk ins on Fridays from 8:00 
a.m-12:00 noon and 1:00-5:00 p.m. 
Vaccines will also be given at the 
monthly Elders business meeting at 
the Community Center in November 
and December. The vaccines will be 
available until we are out. 

You can also get your vaccine at 
your regularly scheduled appointment, 
but let the scheduler know this ahead 
of time. Please contact (269) 782- 
4141 or (888) 440-1234 to schedule 
your appointment or get more 
information on influenza. 


Have a fourth grader in your family? Get your free pass 
to national parks 

Hey fourth graders! See America's natural wonders 
and historic sites for free.You and your family get free 
access to hundreds of parks, lands, and waters for this 
entire academic year. Explore ancient dwellings. See 
a waterfall taller than a building. The National Parks 
Service wants to see every kid in a park. 

Get your pass by visiting: www.everykidinapark. 
gov and follow the instructions. Use this pass to visit 
any public land for free.You can bring your family 
and friends with you for free, too! The pass is for U.S. 

fourth grade (or home-school equivalent) students. It expires August 31, 2016. 


Get your pass by visiting: www.everykidinapark.gov 



Meandering of Rodgers Lake outlet pond begins 

You may be on the Rodgers Lake Campus and see construction taking place near 
the campground entrance during October. The Department of Natural Resources 
is using Great Lakes Restoration Initiative grant funds and Natural Resources 
Conservation Services funding to restore the Rodgers Lake outlet to a meandering 
stream with wildlife passage. 

Currently, Rodgers Lake outlet pond has a high level of organic muck and debris 
which causes the water to warm in the pond before flowing downstream. This 
warmer water then negatively affects the downstream aquatic fauna and drains into 
the cool-transitional Dowagiac River. 

This project involves removing the culvert under All Seasons Road and a smaller 
culvert downstream and then replacing the culvert under All Seasons Road with 
a partially buried box culvert that will allow wildlife to cross under the road and 
to swim freely in the stream. The culvert downstream is perched and results in 
a plunge pool which effectively blocks fish and other aquatic organisms from 
swimming upstream. 

The pond will be dug out and a natural stream channel will be created. Logs and 
dead trees will create habitat and control erosion. The area will be seeded and trees 
and shrubs will then be planted next spring. The project is scheduled to start at the 
end of September and end by mid-November. 
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Officer Tip of the Month Jason Flick 

This month, Community Resource Officer Jason Flick wants 
to share car seat basics for those who drive little ones. 

Cadet Flick imagined himself chasing down the bad 
guys, breaking up fights, and apprehending drug dealers. 

But now as a seasoned officer, Flick practices a different 
style of policing at the Pokagon Tribal Police Department: 
community policing. 

“It’s interaction with the public in positive ways,” Flick said. 

It’s stopping at a park and playing a game of pick up with 
the kids on the court; it’s walking through the Edawat village 
and talking with residents. 

Since transitioning into the Community Resource 
Program, Flick has been able to meet citizens and employees 
with whom he might’ve never spoken on the road as a patrol 
officer, and he appreciates these new connections. 


Out on the road, though, parents and caregivers need to 
know how to properly keep their kids safe in car seats. 

A survey found that in the U.S., only 26 percent of car seats 
for children under age 8 are secured correctly. Proper car seat 
use reduces the risk of death by 71 percent for infants, and 54 
percent for toddlers. 

Needless to say, these numbers don’t add up. 

The Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning released 
a video about car seat laws and how to know which car seat 
is right for your child. The video can be found at the link 
below. 

Citizens and caretakers of Pokagon children can also set up 
an appointment with a tribal police officer who is a certified 
car seat technician to examine your current car seat(s) or 
receive a new car seat(s) by calling (269) 782-2232. 




Youtube.com/ohsp 


Pokagon DNR researches wild rice 



For its research regarding wild rice, DNR staff 
recently visited Nottawaseppi Huron Band of 
Potawatomi environmental staff to see their wild river 
rice areas. The DNR toured areas where wild river 
rice is growing very well and areas where the rice 
has not been as successful. Since wild river rice is an 
annual plant, sometimes it is not evident what the best 
soil and environmental conditions may be for the river 


rice. The DNR is also investigating local wild rice in 
an effort to obtain rice that would be more adapted to 
the climate of Pokagon tribal properties. 

The DNR has seeded in northern wild rice for 
several years on tribal properties, but the success of 
the seeding has been limited. Since the rice seed is 
a delicacy for both humans and wildlife, a lot of the 
seed that is placed in the water to grow for next year is 


consumed by migrating waterfowl, other bird species, 
and aquatic mammals. The Departments of Natural 
Resources and Language and Culture will be working 
together over the next several years to restore northern 
wild rice to tribal properties and to inventory any 
possible wild river rice that may be in tribal waters or 
within the service area of the Band. 


What’s that Invasive Plant? Japanese Knotweed 
{Fallopia japonica) 



Japanese knotweed is a large perennial plant that is native to eastern Asia including 
China, Japan, and Korea. In the plant’s native range it grows in volcanic areas where 
the ash and soils keep the plant from growing very large. Throughout its non-native 
range this plant can grow to 13 feet tall in dense groves which completely crowd 
out native species. Due to the vast expanse and monocultures of this plant species in 
some areas, home values have decreased. The World Conservation Union has listed 
this species as one of the world’s worst invasive species. This species has hollow 
stems and raised nodes, having an appearance similar to bamboo. This invasive 
species is very successful due to its rapid, early spring growth as well as prolific 
seeding. The roots of the plant are strong, with the ability to damage concrete. 

The plant resists cutting, re-sprouting vigorously from roots. The application of 
herbicides is the best method of treatment, however, salt sprays on leaves have 
showed some promise for treatment as well. If you find Japanese knotweed starting 
in your yard it should be addressed immediately to prevent the plant spreading and 
taking over an area. 


What’s that Edible Plant? Wild River Rice ( Zizania 
aquatica aquatica) 



While paddling along the meanders of creeks and streams, you may have come 
across wild river rice growing. During September, wild river rice grows to maturity 
and is ready to be harvested. This variety of wild rice is threatened in the state of 
Michigan and a harvesting permit is required in order to perform any harvesting. 
Wild river rice is an annual plant, meaning that it only lives for one year and 
therefore areas where wild river rice grows fluctuates a bit from year to year. Wild 
river rice can grow up to 10 feet above the water’s surface and can be difficult to 
harvest. This rice is small and fragile and can be difficult to maneuver through if 
the stands are dense. Wild river rice can be prepared in a similar manner to other 
northern wild rice ( Zizania paulstris). By using knockers, the rice is harvested, 
then set out to dry; following drying, the rice is parched, danced, and winnowed. 
Wild river rice is high in protein, fiber, lysine, and is low in fat. Wild river rice 
also contains zinc, manganese, iron, potassium, riboflavin, b6, folate, magnesium, 
phosphorus, and niacin. Wild rice is also used by many wildlife species including 
many waterfowl and some aquatic mammals. 
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New look for Chi Ishobak 


It is always refreshing to try on something new. Chi Ishobak 
is no exception to this concept. In October of 2014, Chi 
Ishobak conducted a working session to refresh its strategic plan. 

Moving forward into the world of community and economic 
development, Chi Ishobak wanted to have a more cultural and 

functional image. Chi 


i 


Changes of this nature are sometimes taken for granted or 
not noticed at all. Chi Ishobak viewed this as an opportunity 
to represent the Pokagon Band and Indian Country in a 
respectful manner. “We want to empower tribal citizens to 
accomplish their financial goals,” Winters added. “Chi’s image 
should match its reputation within our community.” 


One result of this planning was a new logo. Chi Ishobak 
wanted a look that was culturally relevant without appearing too complicated or 
busy. “Our new logo captures so much of our culture while remaining very simple,” 
said Sean Winters, Chi Ishobak executive director. “Tribal citizens see something 
different each time.” The main component of the new logo is the black ash basket 
pattern which was the motivation for Chi Ishobak’s new tagline, “Weaving a 
pattern of economic independence into our lives today for future generations 
tomorrow.” 

These new aspects are also a part of Chi Ishobak’s updated website. All current 
information and resources will remain the same, with the look and feel being the 
only changes. The updated site will provide easier navigation for users to access 
necessary information such as applications, workshop details, and contact information. 


If you would like more information about Chi Ishobak’s 
programs or new look, please use the contact information below. 

Chi Ishobak, Inc. 

P.O. Box 766 
27043 Potawatomi Trail 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 
(269) 783-4157 
www.chiishobak.org 


Chi Ishobak online module makes financial wellness easy and comfortable 


Innovation is continually providing easier, faster, and more convenient access to 
information. Our community is no different in that we require information and 
resources to help us manage the details of our lives effectively and efficiently. Chi 
Ishobak hosts workshops utilizing its Financial Wellness Guide to equip tribal 
citizens with necessary tools to take control of their personal finances. The 
Financial Wellness Guide outlines the Pokagon Financial Path, which combines 
traditional practices with modern financial activities. 

These workshops are conducted in Dowagiac or at the Four Winds Casino 
Resort properties. “It can be difficult for citizens to attend workshops if they don’t 
live within the immediate area,” said Sean Winters, executive director. “Many 
citizens expressed interest in our workshops, but are unable to travel the distance to 
Dowagiac to participate.” 

The Pokagon Band of Potawatomi has a large concentration of citizens who 
reside within the ten county service area, but a large number of citizens live 
outside of this area. One of the goals of Chi Ishobak is to provide its Financial 
Wellness Guide to as many tribal citizens as possible. Distance from Dowagiac 
becomes a major barrier to accomplishing this goal. Tackling this challenge would 
not be easy, but Chi Ishobak has developed a solution, an online Financial Wellness 
Module. 

“The goal was not to have a basic online course.” Winters added. “The goal 
is for citizens to have the exact same experience as in-person attendees.” Chi 
Ishobak had a videographer film the workshop so the user can see and hear the 
actual workshop information. An on-screen interactive component allows users 
to enter information identical to actual workshops. The module advances from 
chapter to chapter following the same agenda of a workshop. The only difference 
is the online experience takes place in the comfort of your home, school, place of 
business, regardless of location. 

Riddle 

Last month’s riddle winner is Kimberly Tanner who answered “I have an eye but 
cannot see, I am stronger and faster than any man alive but have no limbs. Who am 
I?” The answer was “hurricane.” 

Emily Serba has also won a gift card for her riddle being selected. Check it out: 

Whoever makes me can hear me, but to all others I f m silent. What 

am I? 

Mail or e-mail in your correct answer to susan.doyle@pokagonband-nsn.gov and 
you will be entered in a drawing to win a gift card. Another way to win is to mail 
or e-mail your own riddle and the person whose riddle is selected for the next 
newsletter will win a gift card. 


As long as tribal citizens have access to a computer and the Internet, they 
have the opportunity to benefit from a culturally relevant modern resource that 
everyone uses daily: personal financial management. As more citizens utilize this 
tool, the more equipped they are to make better financial decisions. “Chi Ishobak 
is not here to tell citizens what to do,” Winters stated. “We are here to empower 
our citizens with a proven process that puts them in a position to achieve their 
financial goals.” 

Chi Ishobak’s Online Financial Wellness Module will be accessible through Chi 
Ishobak’s new website. The new module will be available after October 1. There 
is no fee for citizens to use the module. You will only need basic information to 
register and begin the first segment. 

If you would like more information about Chi Ishobak’s new Online Financial 
Wellness Module, please use the contact information below. 

Chi Ishobak, Inc. 

P.O. Box 766 
27043 Potawatomi Trail 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 
(269) 783-4157 

www. chiishobak. org 
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Department of Education grows Graduation Tree 


The Department of Education Graduation Tree is designed to give recognition to 
students who demonstrate the characteristics which further the mission and goals 
of Pokagon Band Department of Education by completing programs that represent 
standards of achievement and excellence. The Department of Education would like 
the Graduation Tree to include every Pokagon Band graduate to be represented 
on the tree with a leaf placed in their honor for all degrees completed. Everyone 
who would like to be honored on the tree must submit an application and provide 
a copy of their degree to the Department of Education. Even if you have already 
provided an application and copy of your degree, another one is required to be 
submitted as the past documents may have been misplaced or lost. Applications 
accepted year round. 


Student Eligibility Requirements: 

• must be Pokagon Band citizen. 

• must have graduated with an 
Associates, Bachelors, Masters 
or Doctorate degree. 


must complete the application 
must sign the application attesting 
to its accuracy. 

must send a copy of their diploma. 


Upcoming elders tech trainings 

Workshops will take place immediately following the monthly Elders Business 
Meetings. Please plan on attending and bringing your Kindle and any questions 
you may have about this technology or any other technological concerns you may 
have. We will also be discussing tribal perspectives and how the media can increase 
participation and understanding. 



M A 

Sharing is Pure Michigan. 

Give Blood ^ 


Friday, October 16, 2015 
10:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Pokagon Band of Potowatomi 

Multi-Purpose Room 

APPOINTMENTS PREFERRED 

Questions? Contact Beth Moody @ (269) 783-2478 


v 


Michigan Blood 

Ml blood saves lives." 


tn Fallis * great tim e ' 
to give blood Pat 
' nM/c %anhosp a r 
A edb 'oo , 




Attempt to 
donate and 
you could win 
a $100 Meijer 
Gift Card! 




Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Department of Language & Culture 



Department of Language and Culture 
58653 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

6:00 pm-8:00 pm 

2015 

September 2 October 7 

September 9 October 14 


November 4 
November 1 1 


GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 



POKACON.COM 


For more information, please contact Nicole Holloway at (269) 462-4325 or 
nicole.holloway@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


FOR APPOINTMENT: miblood.org or 1-866-MIBLOOD (642-5663) 


A nonprofit blood bank serving Michigan hospitals since 1955 
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Notifications of tribal property closure orders 

Hartford Edawat housing construction closed to hunting 

TRIBAL COUNCIL Resolution No. 15-09-14-03 

Construction of the Hartford Edawat housing development is scheduled to begin 
in the 56 acre area depicted at right. To help ensure everyone’s safety within the site, 
the Pokagon DNR concluded that it is necessary to close the site to hunting. The 
Tribal Council approved the Closure Order, which is effective immediately and shall 
remain in effect until further action by the Tribal Council. 

Rodgers Lake Campground closed through October 5 

TRIBAL COUNCIL Resolution No. 15-09-14-02 

The culvert located under All Seasons Road on the Rodgers Lake property will 
be removed and replaced, and this work is scheduled to occur between September 
25 and October 5. The Rodgers Lake Campground will be largely inaccessible 
during this time to help facilitate timely completion of the work and to protect 
public safety. 

Tribal Council has closed the Rodgers Lake Campground during the work 
period, beginning at 12:01 a.m. on September 25 until 11:59 p.m. on October 5. 
Access to the Rodgers Lake Campground shall be limited to Band staff during the 
work period; the Department of Natural Resources shall post notices at appropriate 
locations informing the public and Band citizens of the closure. 



HyntmgarLd Fishing Map 
Hartford Property 


fchrirn fil Likrt 
R - r*/ On.y 
Gil" #nj How 
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DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 

Project LAUNCH 

Parent Advisory Group 



This group meets once a month and is composed of parents and caregivers 
of children 0-8 years of age. Each Department meets with the Parent 
Croup and discusses ways we can help improve the services for our 
Pokagon Youth. The Parent Croup also receives a cultural teaching from a 
member of the Pokagon Community. 

If you're interested in attending please contact JT Laraway, Young Child 
Wellness Coordinator, (269) 462-4450. 


GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 

oo@ 

POKACON.COM 
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Your Flu Vaccine Protects Me 
My Flu Vaccine Protects You 

Pokagon Health Services Flu Shot Clinic I Beginning in November 

All Pokagon Band citizens and household members are eligible. Please bring any 
insurance information. 

Flu shots are available while supplies last beginning in November by appointment on Thursday evenings 
from 5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. and for walk in’s on Fridays from 8:00 a.m.-l 2:00 p.m. and 1 :00 p.m. - 5:00 
p.m. Vaccines will be given at the monthly Elders Business meeting at the community center in 
November and December. 

You can also get your vaccine at your regularly scheduled appointment by letting the scheduler know. 


il 


Call (269) 782-4141 to schedule yours today 



Learn more at www.cdc.gov/flu 
or call 1-800-CDC-INFO 


Ji 
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Pokagon veterans help organize, attend National Gathering of Native Veterans 


By Anthony Foerster 

Early this year, our veterans group was asked to be the 
primary color guard for the National Gathering of 
Native Veterans to be held in August in Chicago. As 
the year progressed, we helped make a short movie to 
promote it and encourage national tribal participation. 

We also sponsored the drum and assisted in the 
sequencing of the grand entries and honor songs for the 
veterans. 

The weekend kicked off with a dinner on Friday 
evening where we discussed the availability of 
programs for departing military personnel and veteran 
homelessness. Native American veterans serve in the 
highest percentage per capita than any other nationality, 
but they also have the highest homelessness percentage, represent the most 
underserved nationality per capita, and have the lowest income per capita. We were 
glad to have representation from the Pentagon and the Departments ofVeterans 
Affairs and Housing and Urban Development. 

We were happy to learn that Congress passed legislation authorizing the 
construction of a monument on the National Mall that will honor native veterans. 


The National Museum of the American Indian is asking 
for participants to start a committee to conceptualize the 
monument and commission it for an unveiling in 2020. 
We hope the native veterans gathering can be held in 
Washington, D.C. that year. 

The event had a personal impact for us as well. 
Cantigny Park, the gathering location in Chicago, is 
home to the national museum for the US Army 1st 
Division, the unit that Jerry Campbell served with 
in Vietnam. The realistic displays and actual combat 
footage showed the different wars that the 1st Division 
participated in. The Vietnam display was personal for 
Jerry. He saw one of his good personal friends who 
was awarded a Medal of Honor in a display. Jerry 
showed us on a map where he fought and how perilous some of those battles were. 
We were honored to have him share those memories with us. 

We are looking to increase the impact of this event next year. Everyone present 
made commitments to bring several other native groups with them next year so 
the event will definitely grow. 




Join Marcy Herbert, Pokagon Band dietician, for 
a healthy lunch every third Wednesday as she 
discusses topics around nutrition. 


All healthy lunch presentations are 1 2:00 pm to 1 :00 pm in 
the kitchen of the Commodities Building 

58650 Sink Road 
Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

The menu for the October 21 Healthy Lunch is 
Mexican Chicken. Mark your calendar for the next lunch 
on November 1 8. 


For more information and to RSVP, contact Marcy Herbert at 
(269) 782-2472 or marcy.herbert@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


GYANKOBJECEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 

oo© 

POKAGON.COM 



Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Department of Language & Culture 

Native Nations Youth Council 


Pokagon Band Native Nations Youth Council encourages all Pokagon youth 
who are seeking to contribute to their community as well as to Indian Country 
to join. 

As a Pokagon youth between the ages of 1 2 to 24 you can be a representative 
voice and further your development as a future tribal leader. 

Junior and Senior Youth Councils meet on the second Saturday of each month 
between the times of 1 0:00 am to 2:00 pm. Meeting locations are announced 
on the Pokagon Band website. 


Please contact Rebecca Williams to join or for more information at 
(269) 783-9265 or rebecca.williams@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


GYANKOBJECEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 



POKACON.COM 









Bnakwi gises 


Ne'me gizhek SUNDAY 

Ngot gizhek MONDAY 

Nizh gizhek TUESDAY 

Apta gizhek \ 





4 

Fit Kids 5 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

L&C Cun Lake Adult Language Class 

Circuit Training 

6 

Lean Lunch 

Fit Kids 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

L&C Cun Lake Youth 1 
L&C Hartford Langur 
Zumba 

L&C Dowagiac Drumn 

11 

12 

Fit Kids 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

L&C Cun Lake Adult Language Class 

Circuit Training 

13 

SS Medicine Pouch Workshop 

Lean Lunch 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

PHS Healthy Lunch p 
L&C Hartford Langu; 
L&C Cun Lake Youth 1 
Zumba 

18 

19 

Fit Kids 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

L&C Cun Lake Adult Language Class 

Circuit Training 

20 

Lean Lunch 

L&C Youth After School Program 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

L&C Hartford Langu; 
L&C Cun Lake Youth 1 
Zumba 

25 

r- w i 26 

Fit Kids 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

L&C Cun Lake Adult Language Class 

Circuit Training 

Lean Lunch 

L&C Youth After School Program 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

L&C Dowagiac Language Class 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

L&C Hartford Langu; 
L&C Cun Lake Youth l 
Zumba 
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WEDNESDAY 

Nyew gizhek THURSDAY 

Nyano gizhek FRIDAY 

Odanke gizhek SATURDAY 


Fit Kids 1 

Lean Lunch 

EDU Elders Workshop: Personal Development 
L&C South Bend Language Class 

L&CThe Basics of Potawatomi Class 
CircuitTraining 

2 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

EDU Harvest Day 

7 

.anguage Class 
age Class 

ning Class 

8 

Fit Kids 

Lean Lunch 

Mishkowze: Breast Cancer, Mammograms, 
Mental Health & Domestic Violence 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

L&CThe Basics of Potawatomi Class 
CircuitTraining 

9 

SS "Finding Dawn" Film Screening 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

10 

Tribal Council Meeting 

14 

reservation 
jge Class 
.anguage Class 

15 

Fit Kids 

EDU + L&C Cultural Education Day 

Lean Lunch 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

L&CThe Basics of Potawatomi Class 
CircuitTraining 

16 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

17 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month 5K 

21 

jge Class 
.anguage Class 

22 

Fit Kids 

Lean Lunch 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

L&CThe Basics of Potawatomi Class 
CircuitTraining 

23 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

24 

L&C Language Workshop 

age Class ^ 

.anguage Class 

29 

Fit Kids 

Lean Lunch 

SS Women's Traditional Dance Class 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

L&CThe Basics of Potawatomi Class 
CircuitTraining 

30 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

31 

L&C Halloween Party 


Please visit www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov/calendar or call (800) 5 1 7-0777 for more details on these events. 
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Notice of Open Positions I Ethics Board 

POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Tribal Cou ncil is seeking letters of interest 
and resumes from Pokagon Band citizens interested in serving on the 
Pokagon Band Ethics Board. There are three seats available on the Ethics 
Board. The Ethics Board, a five member Board, is an instrumentality of the 
Pokagon Band government created by the Pokagon Band Ethics Code in 
fulfillment of Article XVII, Section 3 of the Pokagon Band Constitution. The 
Ethics Board is responsible for ensuring compliance with the Ethics Code by 
Pokagon Band officials and employees. 

TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for 
and attend Ethics Board meetings and perform the business of the Ethics 
Board will vary. The Ethics Board meets approximately once each month, 
depending on the needs of the Board, and will meet at additional times as 
may be needed to address ethics complaints and other specific matters. 
Typically, meetings are held in the evening on weekdays at various locations. 
Ethics Board members will be expected to spend several additional hours 
per month preparing for Board meetings or engaged in other Ethics Board 
activities. On average, an Ethics Board member can anticipate a total time 
commitment of approximately 4 hours per month, outside of any travel time. 

COMPENSATION. Eth ics Board members will be compensated as 
independent contractors in the amount of $1 50 for each meeting and in 
the amount of $50 for each hour that a Board meeting exceeds three hours 
in length. In addition, Board members will be entitled to reimbursement for 
mileage when using personal vehicles to attend meetings and for other Ethics 
Board business, in accordance with the Pokagon Band’s Travel Policy. 

ELIGIBILITY. In orde r to be eligible for appointment to the Ethics Board, 
one must meet the following minimum qualifications: 

(a) A bachelor's degree from an accredited college or university or ten (10) 
years of professional level work experience in relevant areas, such as 
law, law enforcement, accounting or finance, business management, 
regulatory and governmental affairs. Advanced degrees and 
certifications, such as Certified Public Accountant, Juris Doctorate, and 
Master of Business Administration are preferred, but not required; 

(b) Demonstrated experience in conducting investigations, analyzing and 
preparing findings and presenting summaries; 

(c) Demonstrated experience in reviewing and interpreting laws, regulations, 
contracts, and various professional level reports, including financial 
reports; 

(d) Strong interpersonal, oral, and written communication skills; and 

(e) Demonstrated ability to act with impartiality and to deal fairly, effectively 
and efficiently with situations requiring fact finding and dispute 
resolution skills. 

In addition, no person is able to serve on the Ethics Board if he or she is: 

(a) Not a Pokagon Band citizen; 

(b) Under the age of twenty-one; 

(c) A Public Official or Public Employee; 

(d) Employed, in any capacity, by the Pokagon Gaming Authority or Mno- 
Bmadsen, provided, however, that this shall not include independent 
contractors or volunteers of such entities; or 


(e) Employed or otherwise serves in a position with responsibilities that 
create a conflict of interest or the appearance of a conflict of interest 
with the duties and responsibilities of the Board, as determined by the 
Selection Committee. This subsection does not automatically prevent a 
Pokagon Band citizen from being appointed. 

TERM. The term of office for an Ethics Board member is three years. 

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Appointments to the Ethics Board are 
made by the Tribal Council upon the recommendation of a selection 
committee composed of the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the 
Tribal Council and the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the Elders 
Council. All persons recommended by the selection committee who wish 
to be considered for appointment to the Ethics Board must be present at 
the meeting at which the Tribal Council will review the written statements 
of interest and resumes; provided, however, that the Tribal Council may 
for good cause waive this requirement. Any person recommended by the 
selection committee who believes that good cause exists to not attend such 
Tribal Council meeting should contact the Executive Secretary to the Tribal 
Council, who will share the information with the Tribal Council. Please note 
that the Tribal Council has not yet established the meeting date at which it 
will consider appointments to the Ethics Board. 

HOWTO APPLY. Pokagon Band citizens who wish to be considered for 
appointment to the Ethics Board must submit a letter of interest along with a 
current resume, by one of the following three methods: 

Mail: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
P.O. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
Email: Kelly.Curran@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

As stated above, the selection committee will make a recommendation to 
the Tribal Council regarding the appointments. Therefore, the selection 
committee may conduct or cause to be conducted on its behalf, an initial 
screening of those seeking appointment, solely to determine whether the 
potential appointee meets the minimum qualifications for appointment to the 
Ethics Board. 

Please note that if you have previously sought appointment to the Ethics 
Board pursuant to any previous posting, and you are still interested in seeking 
appointment to the Ethics Board, you must reapply as provided in this 
Notice. 

QUESTIONS. Ethics Board, the Ethics Code, or this Notice may be directed 
to Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to the Tribal Council at (269) 782-6323 
or Kelly.Curran@pokagonband-nsn.gov. Additionally, you may visit the Ethics 
Board section of the Pokagon Band’s website atwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
government/boards/ethics-board. Also, a copy of the Ethics Code may be 
obtained from the Pokagon Band’s website atwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
government/codes-and-ordinances. 

DEADLINE. This posting will remain open until filled. 
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Notice of Open Positions I Election Board 


POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Tribal Council is seeking letters of interest 
and resumes from Pokagon Band citizens who are interested in filling one 
Board member and one Alternate member position on the Election Board. 
The Board member appointment will be for an approximately two and 
one-half year term expiring on January 31 , 201 8. The Alternate member 
appointment is for an approximately three year term that will expire January 
31,2019. 

The Election Board is a five person Board with two Alternates whose 
members are appointed by the Tribal Council. The Election Board is 
responsible for conducting Pokagon Band elections, maintaining a list 
of registered voters, and reviewing membership petitions, initiatives, and 
referendums. Alternates are not members of the Election Board, but 
Alternates do assist the Election Board in fulfilling its responsibilities and 
attend Election Board meetings. Alternates will be seated and vote in the 
absence of an Election Board member. 

QUALIFICATIONS. To be eligible for appointment to the Election Board, 
either as a Board member or Alternate member, a Pokagon Band citizen 
must: 

1 . Be an eligible voter of the Pokagon Band; 

2. Be at least twenty-five (25) years of age; 

3. Not be incarcerated for any criminal conviction; 

4. Not be presently a member of or candidate for Tri ba I Council, the Tribal 
Judiciary, the Ethics Board, or the Salary Commission; and 

5. Not have been convicted within the last ten (10) years of a crime subject 
to imprisonment for a term of one (1 ) year or longer, excepting those 
crimes determined by the Election Board to relate to the furtherance of 
the Band’s tribal sovereignty rights. 

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Election Board members and Alternate 
members are appointed by the Tribal Council. All persons who wish to be 
considered for appointment must be present at the meeting at which the 
Tribal Council will review the letters of interest and resumes, provided that 
the Tribal Council may for good cause waive this requirement. Any person 
who believes that good cause exists to not attend such meeting should 
contact the Tribal Council Executive Secretary who will share the information 
with the Tribal Council. Prior to any appointment, Tribal Council will make 
a determination whether the interested person meets the qualifications 
required to serve on the Election Board. In order to make this determination, 
all persons seeking appointment to the Election Board must undergo a 
limited criminal background checkto be performed by the Pokagon Band 
Tribal Police to ensure that the candidate meets the qualifications to serve 
on the Election Board. Thus, all persons interested in an appointment must 
complete an Authorization to Conduct Criminal Background.. You must 
contact Kateri Dayson or Katy Morseau, the Election Clerks, at (269) 782- 
9475 or (888) 782-9475 to obtain an Authorization to Conduct Criminal 
Background Check Form. 

TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for 
and attend Election Board meetings, conduct elections, and perform the 
business of the Election Board will vary. The Election Board is typically more 
active during the time leading up to and during the General Election and 
Elders Election. Additionally, there may be Referendums, Special Elections, 
Petitions, and Recalls that will require Election Board action. General 


Elections occur on the second Saturday of July and Elders Council Elections 
occur on the second Saturday of November. The dates of the Election 
Board meetings vary, but typically occur after 5:00 PM and are held at the 
Pokagon Band’s administrative offices at 58620 Sink Road in Dowagiac, 
Michigan. On average, a Board member or Alternate member can anticipate 
a time commitment of approximately 1 0 to 25 hours per month, with the 
busiest time being the months of May, June, July, September, October, and 
November. 

COMPENSATION. Board members and Alternate members are 
independent contractors and are compensated for service to the Board at 
rates established by the Tribal Council. Board members receive a stipend 
for each meeting and Election attended. The amount of the stipend varies, 
depending on the seat held, however, Board members receive a minimum 
stipend of $1 50 per meeting. Alternate members are compensated only 
if seated at a Board meeting in the absence of a Board member. Board 
members and alternates are entitled to reimbursement for mileage when 
using their personal vehicle to attend meetings and for other Board business 
in accordance with the Pokagon Band’s Travel Policy. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As Public Officials, Board members and 
Alternate members are subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy 
of the Code of Ethics may be obtained from the Band’s website at www. 
pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

HOW TO APPLY. If you are interested in serving on the Election Board, you 
must provide a written statement of interest (identifying whether you are 
seeking a Board member or Alternate member position) along with a current 
resume, and a completed Authorization to Conduct Criminal Background, by 
one of the following three methods: 

Mail: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
PO. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
Email: Kelly.Curran@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Please note that if you have previously sought appointment to the Board 
pursuant to any previous posting, and you are still interested in seeking 
appointment to the Board, you must reapply as provided in this Notice. 

QUESTIONS. If you have questions concerning the Election Board, please 
contact the Election Board offices at (269) 782-9475 or (888) 782-9475. For 
additional information about the Election Board and the election process, 
you may also consult the Band’s Election Code, which is posted on the Band’s 
website atwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/boards/election-board. 

DEADLINE. This posting will remain open until both positions are filled. 
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Notice of Open Position | Traditions/Repatriations Committee 


POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Pokagon Band Tribal Council is seeking 
letters of interest and resumes from Pokagon Band Citizens for two 
(2) Committee member positions and one (1 ) alternate position on the 
Pokagon Band Traditions/Repatriation Committee (the “Committee”). The 
Committee has the responsibility of advising the Band on cultural issues, and 
for reviewing and acting on repatriation issues on behalf of the Tribe. The 
Committee works closely with the Department of Language and Culture, 
and serves as the advisory body to the Pokagon Band Historic Preservation 
Office (THPO). 

TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for and 
attend Committee meetings and perform the business of the Committee 
will vary. The Committee meets approximately once each month to address 
general cultural issues and once per month to address issues with the 
THPO. The Committee may also meet at additional times as needed to 
fulfill Committee duties. Committee Members are expected to attend all 
Committee meetings, which are typically held at the Band’s Administration 
Building located at 58620 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Michigan. 

COMPENSATION. Committee Members are independent contractors and 
compensated for service to the Committee at rates established by the Tribal 
Council. Currently, Committee Members are compensated in the amount of 
$75 per Committee meeting. In addition, Committee members are entitled 
to reimbursement for mileage when using their personal vehicle to attend 
meetings and for other Committee business in accordance with the Band’s 
Travel Policy. 

ELIGIBILITY. All persons who wish to serve as a Member or Alternate of 
the Traditions/Repatriation Committee must have an interest in and respect 
for the traditions, culture, history, and language of the Pokagon Band and 
the Potawatomi Nation. Familiarity with the cultural teachings and practices 
of the Potawatomi is appreciated. Prospective members must be flexible in 
meeting times and locations, and be able to handle several projects at once. 


APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Com mittee Members are appointed by the 
Tribal Council. All persons who wish to be considered for appointment to 
the Committee must be present at the meeting at which the Tribal Council 
will review the letters of interest and resumes; provided, however, that the 
Tribal Council may for good cause waive this requirement. Any person who 
believes that good cause exists to not attend such meeting should contact 
the Executive Secretary to the Tribal Council, who will share the information 
with the Tribal Council. Please note that the Tribal Council has not yet 
established the meeting date at which it will consider appointments to the 
Committee. 

TERM. There is no limit to the number of terms a member can serve on the 
Committee. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As a Public Official, Committee members 
are subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the Code of 
Ethics may be obtained by contacting Kelly Curran, Tribal Council Executive 
Secretary at (888) 376-9988 or by visiting the Band’s website, www. 
pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

HOW TO APPLY. Please submit letters of interest along with a current 
resume to: 

Mail: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
P.O. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
Email: Kelly.Curran@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

DEADLINE. This posting shall remain open until filled. 

QUESTIONS. All questions concerning the Committee or this notice maybe 
directed to Kevin Daugherty at kevin.daugherty@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 



Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Department of Language & Culture 
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Education Department opens Simon Pokagon Memorial Research Library, continued from page / 


The library will no longer carry physical books unless they are research volumes, 
which can only be used in the library Morseau foresees digitizing content from 
researchers that citizens can someday search for family photos, treaty information, 
past meeting minutes or newsletters. 

Less maintenance 

And if people worry this online conversion will confine people inside on their 
screens, Morseau describes one possible application for the digital resources: 
“Perhaps we can recreate the Trail of Death on the way to the Potawatomi 
Gathering next year in Kansas. We could offer an online curriculum and 
components, bring presenters and have a traveling classroom of language and 
culture.” 



www.pokagon.com/government/departments/education/ 
departmentwide-services/simon-pokagon-memorial-research-libra ry 



& 



Please contact Pharmacy staff at (269) 782-4141 for more 
details or one-to-one consultations about medication 
questions and the new services offered. 


POKAGON BAND OF POTAWATOMI 

POKAGON HEALTH SERVICES 


PHARMACY 
EXPANDING SERVICES 


Medication costs or co-pay are the non-native 
patient’s responsibility and due at the time the 
prescription is picked up. 


Pokagon Health Services Pharmacy now serves 
tribal spouses and employees of the Pokagon Band 
government, Four Winds Casino, and Mno Bmadsen 
and their immediate family members. 


PHS Pharmacy offers select over-the-counter 
medications such as acetaminophen, ibuprofen, 
nicotine patches, in addition to the prescriptions filled. 


GYANKOBJECEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 


POKACON.COM 
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Department of Language & Culture 

BNAKWI GISES 
LANGUAGE WORKSHOP 


Saturday, October 24 
12:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m. 

Elders Hall 

53237 Townhall Road, Dowagiac, Ml 49047 


Join Kyle Malott for the October language workshop led by our 
apprentices teaching what they are currently learning while living with our 
fluent speakers in Northern Wisconsin. 

Workshop lunch is potluck style, please be sure to bring a side dish for 
everyone to share. Language Program will provide the entree and drinks. 

Any questions, please contact Rhonda Purcell, Language Coordinator, 
at (269) 462-4255 or rhonda.purcell@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 

oo© 

POKACON.COM 










PLEASE CALL THE DAY BEFORE if you are not a regular attendee for meals. (269) 782-0765 or (800) 859-2717. Meals subject to change. Meal service begins at 
1 2:00 Noon. Note: milk, tea, coffee, water, and Crystal Light beverages served with every meal. Also, lettuce, tomato, and onion served with sandwiches and burgers. 

Business meetings are held at the Community Center. Business and social luncheons are potlucks. Please bring a dish to pass. 
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Per Capita News 

The Enrollment Office needs the following individuals to update their addresses so 
that these payments can be mailed. If there is an X in the column(s) by your name, 
you have either a Christmas check and/ or per capita payments due to you. Please 
contact Beth Edelberg in the Enrollment Office at (269) 782-1763 or Deidre 
Ecker in the Finance Department at (269) 462-4209. 


Enrollment 

# 

Name 

Christmas 2014 

Monthly Per Cap 

83 

John Dylan Watson 

X 


406 

Michael Lynn Hewitt 

X 

X 

857 

Peter John Ramirez 

X 


1446 

Bobby Marcus Haynes 

X 


1986 

Cristian M Cobb 

X 

X 

2717 

Zachary T. Huffman 


X 

4227 

Scott Brewer Jr 

X 

X 

4442 

Mason Tyler Currey 

X 



Please note - you must have a deliverable address on file. 


Attention 1 8 to 20 Year Olds I Per Capita Information 

Attention all high school seniors who are graduating from high school or 
individuals who may be completing their G.E.D. If you are at least 18 years old 
and have achieved either of these you are now eligible to receive your monthly per 
capita checks. All you have to do is send a copy to the Enrollment office. You may 
either mail or fax this. The address to mail to is: 

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Attn: Enrollment Office 
P OBox 180 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 

OR fax to: (269) 782-1964 

The document must be received by September 15 in order to make it on the 
October 2015 check run. Anything received after September 15 will be processed 
on the check run for November 2015. If you have any questions please call the 
direct per capita phone line at (269) 462-4209 or (269) 462-4200 or toll free 
(800) 517-0777. 

Are you eligible for certain Michigan tax exemptions? 

If you are an enrolled Pokagon citizen, and you live in the tribe’s Tax Agreement 
Area (as is defined in the State Tax Agreement between the Pokagon Band of 
Potawatomi Indians and the state of Michigan) , then please fill a Resident Tribal 
Member (RTM) Application to see if you are eligible to start receiving these 
benefits. The application is available online here: www.pokagonbandnsn.gov/ 
departments/fmance/state-tax-agreements 

Please read the Tax Agreement Overview (www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
departments/ finance/ state-taxagreements) to learn about these benefits and see a 
map of the Tax Agreement Area. You will also find individual township maps at that 
link. If you think you may live inside the Tax Agreement Area boundaries (green 
shaded areas), then you may be able to register with the State of Michigan and get 
relief from certain taxes. 

In order to get registered, you must apply by filling out a Resident Tribal 
Member (RTM) Application and returning it to Julie Rodriguez in the Finance 
Department. Upon review of your application, we will notify you of your 
eligibility status. 

If you have any questions, or comments regarding the Tax Agreement or your 
RTM status or benefits, please do not hesitate to contact Julie at (269) 462-4210 or 
Julie. Rodr iguez@p okagonband-nsn. gov. 


Per Capita Important Dates 


Deadline to receive 
Changes/updates/additions 
Received by 

Finance Department 

Checks mailed out on 

Check date 

Direct deposits in accounts 

Thursday, January 1 5, 201 5 

Thursday, January 29, 201 5 

Friday, January 30, 2015 

Friday, February 13,2015 

Thursday, February 26, 201 5 

Friday, February 27,2015 

Friday, March 13,2015 

Monday, March 302015 

Tuesday, March 31, 2015 

Wednesday, April 15,2015 

Wednesday, April 29, 2015 

Thursday, April 30, 2015 

Friday, May 15, 201 5 

Thursday, May 28,2015 

Friday, May 29, 2015 

Monday, June 15,2015 

Monday, June 29, 2015 

Tuesday, June 30, 2015 

Wednesday, July 15, 2015 

Thursday, July 30, 2015 

Friday, July 31 , 201 5 

Friday, August 14, 2015 

Thursday, August 27, 201 5 

Friday, August 28, 2015 

Tuesday, September 1 5, 201 5 

Tuesday, September 29, 201 5 

Wednesday, September 30, 201 5 

Thursday, October 1 5, 201 5 

Thursday, October 29, 201 5 

Friday, October 30, 2015 

Monday, November 2, 201 5* 

Tuesday, November 24, 201 5 

Wed, November 25, 201 5 

Friday, December 4, 201 5* 

Thursday, December 1 7, 201 5 

Fri, December 18,2015 


* Please note, in 2015, the November deadline for changes is November 2 and the December 
deadline is December 4. This is due to time limitations on all the events that occur at this time 
of the year. 


Per Capita Direct Deposit & Tax Withholding Forms 

For those tribal citizens receiving per capita checks in the mail and who do not 
have direct deposit, enclosed with your check you will find a direct deposit and a 
tax withholding form. These will be included with your check every month until 
we achieve 100% direct deposits. 

The tribe is currently having mandatory direct deposit for per capita checks. In 
the case of individuals not being able to set up a bank account, the tribe is offering 
a cash card on which the per capita checks will be loaded onto every month. We 
are making efforts to give everyone a chance to set up a bank account of your 
choice and on your own. 

As always, the tax withholding form is not mandatory although highly suggested 
as per capita payments are subject to federal and state taxes. The tribe only 
withholds federal taxes with a completed form, state taxes are the responsibility of 
the citizen. 

If you have any questions, please call the direct per capita phone line at 
(269) 462-4209 or (269) 462-4200 or toll free (800) 517-0777. The per capita 
phone line and my extension both have lengthy messages listing various per capita 
information. Please leave a message and I will return your call as soon as possible. 
Both of the above stated forms are available online at www.Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Once you turn in a direct deposit form and as long as I receive it by the 15th of 
the month, the information will be entered into the system and the first month is 
always a test run to the bank, so the check will still be mailed to you. The following 
month, as long as I do not receive any errors from the bank, will be direct deposit. 
As earlier stated, you will continue to receive the two forms in with your checks 
every month. If you have completed a form, no need to fill out another one. 
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Tribal Council October Calendar of Events 

5 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

6 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 10 a.m. 
1 0 Tribal Council Meeting, Community Center, 1 0 a.m. 

1 2 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

1 3 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 

1 9 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

20 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds Hartford, 10 a.m. 

26 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

27 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 

Please check the website, www.pokagonband-nsn.gov, or call (888) 782-2426 
before attending to confirm that a meeting has not been cancelled. 


Tribal Council November Calendar of Events 

2 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

3 Gaming Authority Closed Session, FourWinds New Buffalo, 10a.m. 
9 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

1 0 Gaming Authority Closed Session, FourWinds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 
1 4 Tribal Council Meeting, Community Center, 1 0 a.m. 

1 6 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

17 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds Hartford, 10a.m. 

23 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

24 Gaming Authority Closed Session, canceled 

30 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

Please check the website, www.pokagonband-nsn.gov, or call (888)782-2426 
before attending to confirm that a meeting has not been cancelled. 


Can’t get to Elders Council business meetings? 

Participate via webcast 

Business meetings are held the first Thursday of every month at the Community 
Center in Dowagiac. For your convenience the meetings are now broadcast on 
the internet to listen in on what is going on with the Elders. If you are able to 
take advantage of this — please do! — Elders business meetings are called to order at 
11:00 a.m. Visit the Pokagon website to access the webcasting: www.pokagonband- 
nsn.gov/citizens/web-casting.Any questions, please call Stanley Morseau, Elders 
Chairman, (269) 783-6828. 

Don’t forget our social lunches held every third Thursday of the month. On these 
days we may have holiday parties, special events, or games. Every weekday a hot 
lunch is served at the Elders Hall. You are welcome to come to meet new elders 
you may not know or visit your friends. 



Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 

Department of Language & Culture 

THE BASICS 

of Basic Potawatomi Language 

Thursdays 

6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 

Elders Hall 

53237 Town Hall Road, Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

The Basics of Potawatomi class will be taught by Kevin Daugherty for 1 0 weeks and will 
provide all the fundamentals of Potawatomi such as vowel pronunciation, tense markers, 
personal prefixes, and the structure of simple sentences. 


NEW! Class schedule 
September 

Thursday, September 3 
Thursday, September 1 0 
Thursday, September 17 
Thursday, September 24 


October 

Thursday, October 1 
Thursday, October 8 
Thursday, October 1 5 
Thursday, October 22 


If you are interested or want more information, please contact Rhonda Purcell, Language 
Program Coordinator, at (269) 462-4255 or rhonda.purcell@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


The class also qualifies towards the Pokagon Language Incentive Program 

24 Hours Certificate of Acknowledgment 

48 Hours $100 Gift Card 

72 Hours Personalized Language Program Jacket 

96 Hours Handmade Quilt 


CYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 

GO© 

POKACON.COM 
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Tribal Office Directory 


Administration 

Information Technology 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

Toll Free (800) 5 17-0777 

FAX (269) 782-6882 

Commodities 

(269) 782-3372 

Toll Free (888) 281 -1111 

FAX (269)782-7814 

Communications 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

Compliance 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

Chi Ishobak 

27043 Potawatomi Trail 

(269)783-4157 

Education 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-0887 

Toll Free (888) 330-1 234 

FAX (269) 782-0985 

Elders Program 
53237 Townhall Rd. 
(269) 782-0765 
Toll Free (800) 859-27 17 
FAX (269) 782-1 696 

Elections 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-9475 

Toll Free (888) 782-9475 

Enrollment 

58620 Sink Rd. 
(269)782-1763 
FAX (269) 782-1 964 

Finance 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

Toll Free (800) 5 17-0777 

FAX (269) 782-1 028 

Head Start 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 783-0026/ 

(866) 250-6573 
FAX (269) 782-9795 


Health Services 
58620 Sink Road 
(269)782-4141 
Toll Free (888) 440-1 234 

Housing & Facilities 

57824 East Pokagon Trail 
(269) 783-0443 
FAX (269) 783-0452 

Human Resources 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 
FAX (269) 782-4253 

Language & Culture 
58653 Sink Rd. 

(269) 462-4325 

Mno-Bmadsen 

41 5 E. Prairie Ronde St. 

(269) 783-41 1 1 

Natural Resources 
32142 Edwards St. 

(269) 782-9602 
FAX (269) 783-0452 

Social Services 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

Toll Free (800) 517-0777 

FAX (269) 782-4295 

South Bend Area Office 

3733 Locust Street 
South Bend, IN 46614 
(574) 282-2638 
Toll Free (800) 737-9223 
FAX (574) 282-2974 
(269) 782-8998 

Tribal Council 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-6323 

Toll Free (888) 376-9988 

FAX (269) 782-9625 

Tribal Court 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 783-0505/ 

FAX (269) 783-05 19 

Tribal Police 
58155 M-51 South 
(269) 782-2232 
Toll Free (866) 399-0161 
FAX (269) 782-7988 


Junior and Senior Youth Council Members Wanted 

Both Senior and Junior Youth Councils are open to any Pokagon youngster. 
Anyone can join, and eventually run for the executive board. Besides the 
age divisions, there are differences between the two groups. The Junior 
Youth Council provides a voice for native youth between the ages of 1 2 
and 18. The Council promotes the development of future tribal leaders 
through educational attainment and Potawatomi language, culture, pride, 
and identity. The Junior Youth Council also coordinates community service 
projects and provides opportunities for native youth to interact for fun 
and friendship. 


Tribal Council Directory 

(888) 376-9988 

Chairman 

John P. Warren 

(269)214-2610 

JohnWarren@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Vice-chairman 

Robert Moody, Jr 

(269) 783-9379 

Bob.Moody@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Treasurer 

Eugene Magnuson 

(269) 783-9297 

Eugene.Magnuson@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Secretary 

Mark Parrish 

(269) 783-6052 

Mark.Parrish@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Steve Winchester 

(269) 591-0119 

Steve.Winchester@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Becky Price 

(269) 783-6212 

Becky. Price@pokagonband-nsn.govov 


Member at large 

Michaelina Martin 

(269) 783-9260 

Micky.Martin@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Andy Jackson 

(269) 783-9340 

Andy.Jackson@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Roger Rader 

(269) 783-9039 

Roger.Rader@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Matt Wesaw 

(517)719-5579 

Matt.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Elders Representative 

Judy Winchester 
(269) 783-6240 


Executive Secretary 

Kelly Curran 

(269) 591-0604 

Kelly.Curran@pokagonband-nsn.gov 


Elders Council Directory 

Elders Hall (800)859-2717 or (269)782-0765 


Chair 

Stanley Morseau 
(269) 783-6828 

Vice Chair 

Maxine Margiotta 
(269)783-6102 

Secretary 

Audrey Huston 
(269) 591-4519 


Treasurer 

Clarence White 

(269) 876-1118 

Member at Large 

Cathy Ford 


Senior Youth Council Directory 


Chairman 

Michael Gamache 

Michael.Camache@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Treasurer 

Ronald Puruleski 

Ronald.Puruleski@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Secretary 

Vacant 


Member at large 

Mahogan Shepard 

Mahogan.Shepard@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Skyler Daisy 

Skyler.Daisy@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Rebecca Williamst 

Youth Culture Coordinator 

(269) 462-4325 


The Senior Youth Council provides a voice for Pokagon citizens between 
the ages of 1 8 and 24. The Senior Youth Council also coordinates 
community service projects and provides opportunities for Pokagon young 
adults to interact for fun and friendship. The Council mobilizes members 
toward positive goals, promotes the development of future tribal leaders and 
educates native youth about tribal government. 
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I would like to give a big Thank You to the 
Pokagon Band Veterans for your donation. You all 
really helped me in my time of need. 

Sincerely, Theresa Shannon Alsup 

Thanks 4Winds Casino being a sponsor for the 
Bike Run. 

SincerelyTheresa Shannon Alsup 



Congratulations to Tori Cr Andy Murray for competing 
in Potawatomi Gathering 5K run in Carter, Wl on August 
1 5th. Andy took a silver medal for her age group, and had 
the best time for all females. 


Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Department of Language & Culture 











OCTOBER 31 | SATURDAY | 3:00-5:30PM 


TRICK OR TREATING IN THE VILLAGE 5:30-7:30PM 
LIGHT DINNER WILL BE PROVIDED | GAMES + PRIZES 


HALLOWEEN COSTUME CONTEST 

0-1 , 2-4, 5-8, 9-1 2, 1 3-1 7, 1 8-34, 35-54, 55-64, 65+ 




SPECIAL HALLOWEEN COSTUME CONTEST CATEGORIES INCLUDE 

Best Couple costume (2 nipple only) + Best Family Costume (2 or more imm ediate 
family members) + Best Sibling Costume (2 or more siblings) 


gyajHdbjecemen 

ST/^»NNECTED 


POKACON.COM 



Saturday, October 3 
10:00a.m.-l:00 p.m. 

Dowagiac Middle School 

The Early Childhood Education program and the Department of Social 
Services welcome citizens and staff to a day of family fun. 

Storyteller Apple Bobbing Apple Cider 

Childrens Costume Contest Cornhole Treats 

Pumpkins Crafts And much more! 

DV education and awareness will also be offered to participants 
at this event. 


To RSVP, sign up atwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov. For more information, contact 
Autumn Cabrillas at (269) 782-0887 x 1 97 or Casey Kasper at (269) 462-4324. 


0 

POKACON.COM 
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Veterans Day honors those who served 


By Anthony Foerster, Pokagon veterans group 

Veterans Day was formerly commemorated as Armistice Day 
to mark the truce signed between the Allies and Germany 
in World War I.This armistice ended all hostilities, and took 
effect at the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh 
month in 191 8. Though Armistice Day was originally set 
aside to honor the veterans ofWorldWar I, in 1954 the 
holiday name was changed to Veterans Day It is still observed 
on November 11 but honors the service of all veterans. 

Since 1775, there have been approximately nearly 1.4 
million combat deaths, 1.5 million wounded, and more than 
forty thousand missing service personnel who have pledged 
an oath to support this nation. This toll imparts a high degree 
of solemnity to the oath and to those who are willing to raise 
their right hand and pledge their life, if necessary, to uphold it 
“against all enemies foreign and domestic.” On November 11, 
a grateful nation takes time to celebrate their veterans. 


The Pokagon Band takes time to celebrate its veterans 
too. During the November 14 Tribal Council meeting, 
the community can honor their veteran warriors. All are 
encouraged to be there. 

Additionally, the Pokagon Bodewadmik Ogitchedaw 
veterans organization usually meets every first Thursday of 
the month at 2:00 p.m. at the Pokagon Community Center 
located at 27043 Potawatomi Trail in Dowagiac, Michigan. All 
tribal veterans and tribal spouse veterans are invited. If one of 
your family members is a Pokagon Band veteran, please share 
with us memories of your service member’s story, whether 
it is current or past service. Your veteran can join the Wall 
of Honor or be recognized with a feather on the Eagle Staff. 
Contact Jessica Swisher, Administrative Assistant to Tribal 
Council at (269) 782-6323. 

Or visit www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/citizens/veterans 
for more details 



Band celebrates 21 years of sovereignty 

September 21 marked the 21st anniversary of the day President Clinton signed the Pokagon Band’s restoration act into law, 
reaffirming the tribe’s sovereignty. Citizens celebrated with a day full of activities at Rodgers Lake September 19, including the 
annual group photo. From seasonal sunrise ceremonies to carnival games and rides to language and clan teachings, there was 
plenty to do and see. Thanks to the organizers for planning a fun day. 
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Ricing camp held on Pokagon land 

Citizens and staff gathered by the pond south of the DNR offices, shaded from the unexpected October heat. Wild rice filled birch bark baskets and covered the 
moccasins of Rice Chief Roger LaBine, an Ojibwe native from the Trout Creek, Mich. 



This set the scene for the first rice camp in several years on Pokagon land. 
Citizens, instructed by LaBine, parched, danced, winnowed and sorted each grain of 
wild rice. 

The wild rice came from Tawas Lake, where a week earlier, members of several 
tribes harvested about 1,000 pounds of rice. The lake borders the Turtle Marsh 
National Wildlife Area in eastern Michigan, and is one of few lakes in the area to 
contain such a great amount of wild rice plants. 

After receiving the blessing of the Saginaw Chippewa tribe, the tribe with land 
located closest to the lake, we, the Gun Lake Tribe, and the Ziibiwing Center in 
Mich, organized the harvesting and distribution of the wild rice in the lake. 

With 10 canoes, people of these tribes, including Patty Jo Kublik and Mindy 
Morseau of the Pokagon Band, harvested about 1000 pounds of wild rice in one 
week, spanning the last week of September and the first week of October. 

According to George Martin, an Ottawa native and respected elder in the Great 
Lakes region, this was the first time in at least 200 years that these tribes have riced 
together. 

Tribal members maneuvered through the wild rice-covered lake in their canoes 
with the help of 16—20 foot push pullers that they used to push the canoe through 
the water. With two knockers, two-foot sticks of cedar, they brought the rice plants 
across their boats and knocked the grains into their boats. 


Finally, they left the rice to dry on tarps for three to five days before dividing it 
up among the people. We brought home about 300 pounds of wild rice. 

At our rice camp the following week, we started the ricing process by parching 
or cooking the rice to loosen the hull, quickly stirring it in a metal bowl over a fire. 
Next, we danced the rice, stepping lightly on it to break the hull completely off. 

Winnowing allowed the hulls to blow away as citizens caught the rice mixture 
in birch bark baskets. Finally, we sorted the rice pieces one-by-one to remove any 
remaining chaff or damaged rice. 

Martin conducted the opening and closing ceremonies, and water ceremonies 
were also included. 

There are no regulations in the state of Michigan, according to Kublik, that 
protect the wild rice plants, meaning companies and other groups can change the 
landscape or build structures where wild rice grows, despite any potential harm to 
the plants. 

This food has been a staple in the diets of Anishinaabe people for hundreds 
of years, and kept our people fed through the winter. Kublick, the rest of the 
Language & Culture staff, and other Pokagons are seeking ways to save wild rice. 
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Emergency Food Program gives family an edge 

Over the past few months, Mark and Doreen Carpenter have taken advantage of 
the tribe’s Emergency Food Program, and it has made a big difference for them. 

The program is designed for individuals and families who are experiencing brief 
financial difficulties and need assistance purchasing food. It is separate from the 
commodities program, and citizens do not have to qualify for commodities to 
participate. All you need is your tribal ID to receive a box of food. 

“There are times when the end of the month rolls around and it gets us through,” 
said Doreen. “The soups make good lunches. It’s easy to make tuna noodles with 
the tuna.” 

Started in January 2015, the program is not based on income, is not limited 
to those who live in the service area (though food must be picked up from the 
warehouse by participants or a representative). In September alone 86 families, or 
245 individuals, benefitted from the food boxes, and citizens outside the ten county 
service area from Lansing to Grand Rapids have taken advantage of it. 

This program is available up to once a month for those who need it, is intended 
to help citizens for a few days until the situation improves. 

“I’d definitely recommend it for others. We’re just really happy with it, and 
thankful to the Pokagons,” said Doreen. “Especially for the elders, it’s really good 
for them if they’re tight on money.” 


Do you want to receive electronic communications from 
the Band? 

We are working on digitizing citizen 
communications, which could include 
e-mails, text messages and phone calls. 
First, we want to know what you think, 
and whether you’d like to provide your 
preferred e-mail address and mobile 
phone number to our database. Please 
complete a short webform so we 
can know how to best communicate 
Band news and services with you. The 
form can be found here: www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/departments/ 
communications. 

Not only does this effort save money and target information to the people 
who need to receive it, but it preserves Mother Earth by reducing paper use and 
waste. Among the efforts we are exploring are sending the Pokegnek Yajdanawa 
electronically. There are no plans to eliminate printed, mailed copies; we’d just 
like to know if citizens would rather not get the print copy and would prefer to 
receive the newsletter electronically. Other possibilities: text alerts, e-mail updates 
and phone calls about topics that are relevant to you. But rest assured, these 
communications won’t fill up your in boxes with unwanted messages. We’ll use it 
sparingly on an as-needed basis. 

www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/departments/communications 




Pokagon elder crowned prom queen at Michigan Indian 
Elders Association Conference 



The Elders attended the Michigan 
Indian Elders Association Conference 
October 12-14 hosted by 
Nottawaseppi Huron Band at their 
Firekeepers Casino. The meeting was 
held October 13 and the dinner that 
evening had live entertainment. The 
theme was a prom night Enchantment 
Under The Sea. By votes of all the 
elders, Yvonne “Petey” Boehm was 
crowned prom queen; Dale Anderson 
of the Huron Band was crowned king. 



Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 

Department of Education 

EDUCATION 

PORTAL 


The Education Department would like to announce 
that the EDUCATION PORTAL is ready to use for 
fall 201 5-2016 enrollment! All citizens completing 
the Higher Education Scholarship or Vocational 
Scholarship applications should use the Education 
Portal to complete the scholarship process. No more 
emailing, faxing, or bringing in the scholarship paper 
work. Just send it electronically and enjoy the stress 
free scholarship process. 

If you have any questions please contact Joseph 
Avance Higher Education Specialist at joseph. 
avance@pokagonband-nsn.gov or (269) 782- 
0887 or toll free (888)330-1 234. 

Please spread the word! 


GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 

§o© 

POKACON.COM 


Pokegnek Yajdanawa 


Pokegnek Yajdanawa is the monthly voice of Pokegnek 
Bodewadmik, the Pokagon Band of the Potawatomi. 

Citizens are encouraged to submit original letters, stories, 
pictures, poetry and announcements for publication in 
Pokegnek Yajdanawa. Submissions are subject to the established 
guidelines. 


The deadline for citizen submissions for the newsletter is always 
the fourteenth of each month. Please send items for publication to: 

Pokegnek Yajdanawa 
Box 180 

Dowagiac, MI 49047 

Pokagon.Newsletter@PokagonBand-nsn.gov 
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Searching for stability 


This is part one in a two-part series of one tribal citizen's journey from abuse to 
healing. Names have been changed to protect the identities of those involved. 

Rachel swiveled in her chair, smiled and stated she didn't know where to start. She 
had never done this before, share her story with a stranger. At least not this story. 
She wanted it heard, and began in the way anyone would, from the beginning. 

Rachel, a Pokagon citizen, gave birth to her daughter, Emily, when she was 
19-years-old. Emily's biological father didn't stick around to be part of their family, 
and Rachel felt a void. She did not want her daughter to grow up without a father, 
and Emily didn't for long. 

Rachel entered into what became a three-year relationship with the man who 
filled the void left by Emily's father. He and Rachel loved each other, and he was a 
wonderful father to Emily. Something was always missing, though, and he turned to 
someone else for it, leaving Rachel heartbroken for herself and her daughter. 

That's when she met Derek. 

He was kind and funny. They clicked; that instant chemistry everyone talks about 
finding was there, and Rachel felt lucky to have found him. Derek helped her 
through her breakup, and their relationship quickly became serious. 

Rachel put everything she had left into her new relationship, searching for 
healing and a future. She stayed because she wanted stability. She stayed because she 
didn't want to start all over — again. 

"Pretty much I stayed for all the wrong reasons," Rachel says. 


"You're not only carrying your own baggage, but also the baggage of everyone 
before you," Kasper said. 

Rachel didn't recognize the mental and emotional abuse Derek was inflicting on 
her; instead, she rationalized it. The vulgar names are just out of anger, she thought. 

"He just came at the worst and best time,” Rachel said. ”1 was determined to 
establish a stable life for my daughter and I." So she stayed. 

After a fight, Derek would apologize with flowers the next day. "It was almost 
like clockwork," Rachel said. The clock had struck the day before Derek was 
physical with Rachel for the first time. There were flowers on the table. 

Derek came over, upset. He pushed with his words, and Rachel threw the flowers 
on the ground. Derek snapped. 

"You shouldn't have done that," Rachel repeated the words he spoke before he 
threw anything he could grab onto the ground. Rachel rested her hands on his 
chest and asked him to calm down. He didn't. 

"Instinctively, he grabbed me by my throat." She couldn't breathe while his hand 
was around her neck for about 30 seconds. 

Rachel said nothing to anyone, and the next day, they were fine. 

The physical abuse continued, and he would convince her nothing had 
happened. Everything always seemed to happen so fast, and Rachel didn’t know 
what was reality. 


Rachel swiveled in 
and stated she did 


her chair, smiled 
n't know where to 




They fought over the little things, sometimes over nothing. Rachel would kick 
him out, then let him back in a few hours later. 

"It was like something I'd never experienced before," she said, the constant ups 
and downs completely new to her. 

It started with bickering, but then name-calling began.Vulgar words she'd never 
been called by a man were now spewing from her boyfriend's mouth. Then the 
mental abuse surfaced, and he turned the vulgar terms into a joke. 

"We would laugh about it later," Rachel said, calling it twisted. "It just seemed 
better [to laugh] than actually deal with the issue. If we made a joke about it, 
maybe it was a joke to begin with." 

Casey Kasper, victim services manager in the Social Services Department, says 
historical trauma has aided in normalizing domestic violence. Grandparents were 
"parented" by the boarding schools, which were poor and often abusive examples 
of authority. That influence lingered when they became parents, and the cycle of 
abuse opened. 


Rachel's grandma helped her see she shouldn't put up with this. In a moment of 
clarity, Rachel thought of her daughter and the example she was witnessing: yelling, 
fighting, apathy. Emily had a man in her life, but not a father. 

Rachel decided it was over. She called Derek, told him to get his stuff and leave. 
She neatly folded his clothes, packed away his things, and put them outside. Derek 
came, yelling and upset. Rachel wanted his key to the house so she could feel safe. 
After arguing and her pleas for the keys, he shoved her to the ground and drove 
away. 

Rachel called the police, but only to get her key back. After she told them 
everything that had happened, reality hit: she was in an abusive relationship. 
Immediately, she felt regret. She wanted to take it all back. She didn't want Derek 
to get in trouble. She didn't want to press charges. But the officer told her it was 
out of her hands, and the legal process was already in motion. 

Rachel was free, but she had no idea what to do next. Luckily, someone else did. 

Read the conclusion of Rachel's journey in the November Legislative Edition. 
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Women from the Pokagon Band and Domestic and Sexual Abuse Services redemption to celebrate domestic violence survivors and remember those lost 

in Three Rivers and Dowagiac lit candles and shared stories of abuse and to it. 



Do you need help with winter heating bills? 

The Social Services Department will start accepting applications for the Low 
Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LI HEAP) on November 2. This 
program is designed to provide a one-time heating assistance payment to help 
with the high energy costs during the winter months. The program assists citizens 
living within our service area: LaPorte, St. Joseph, Elkhart, Starke, Marshall and 
Kosciusko Counties in Indiana, and Cass, Berrien, Allegan, and Van Buren Counties 
in Michigan. 

To apply call (269) 782-8998 or (800) 517-0777 or come into the Social Services 
Department at 58620 Sink Road, Dowagiac. Information and the application form 
may also be found at www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ government/ departments/social- 
services/programs/low-income-home-energy-assistance-program-liheap.You may 
fax your application to (269) 782-4295. 

Proof of all household income is needed: 

1. Proof of last 30 days of income; including per capita and/or 

2. Award letters from (SSI, RSDI, Elders Stipend, VA, etc. . .) and/ or 

3. Child support received or paid or 

4. Completion of a Zero Income Form if those above do not apply 

Also required: 

• Providers bill 

• Social Security numbers for all household members 

• Social Security cards (a copy) for all household members 

• Tribal identification 

• Picture identification may also be required (driver s license, student ID, etc) 
The Income Guidelines are as follows: 


Income Limit 


I Household Size 

IN 

Ml 1 

i 

$ 22,557 

$ 23,622 

2 

$ 29,498 

$ 30,890 

3 

$ 36,438 

$ 38,159 

4 

$ 43,379 

$ 45,427 

5 

$ 50,320 

$ 52,695 

6 

$ 57,260 

$ 59,964 


Medicare Part B reimbursement expanded 

In October Tribal Council extended reimbursement of Medicare Part B to reach 
more citizens. Elders have always been eligible for Medicare Part B reimbursement, 
but now those Pokagons who have the premium deducted from their social 
security benefit are also eligible for reimbursement, regardless of their age. 

If you are eligible for this, contact Beth Warner or Mark Pompey with the Social 
Services Department at (269) 782-8998. Be prepared to complete a brief one page 
application and provide a copy of your benefits statement that shows the Part B 
deduction, and they can process your reimbursement. 


PHS continues expansion of services to Clinic 

Pokagon Health Services Clinic will soon serve tribal spouses and employees of 
the Pokagon Band government, Four Winds Casino, Mno Bmadsen, and their 
immediate family members. Fees for service and/or copays will be the non-native 
patient’s responsibility and is due at the time of service in the Clinic. 

PHS Clinic is compiling a list of non-native family members, employees, and 
employee families who have interest in transitioning primary care to a provider 
at PHS on a first-come, first-serve basis. Pre-interest registration forms can be 
picked up at the PHS rotunda or downloaded from www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
government/ departments/health-services/ clinic. 

PHS Clinic is also offering pre-employment, post-accident, D.O.T. physicals, 
drug screens, and alcohol testing. Contact Pokagon Health Services at (269) 782- 
4141 for more details regarding the new services. 

www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/departments/health-services/ 
clinic 



www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/departments/social-services/ 

programs/low-income-home-energy-assistance-program-liheap 
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Be safe hunting, fishing and gathering during hunting season 

Some of you may have already been out during archery season. The DNR has managed to capture a few pictures of deer on 
tribal properties thanks to our trail cameras that snap photos of birds and mammals to establish presence of wildlife on tribal 
properties. Some of those pictures are of curious deer that pass by the camera lens. Since firearm season is fast approaching, 
the DNR wants to remind everyone to be safe when the season begins (November 14 in Indiana and November 15 in 
Michigan). If you are in the woods at all during firearm season, please be sure to wear your hunter orange so that you are 
visible for everyone to see. 




Pokagon art sought for 
Four Winds hotel rooms 

The Tribal Art Review Committee 
(TARC) has been asked by Four 
Winds Casino Resort to seek out 
2-dimensional artwork from tribal 
citizens for the purpose of updating six 
hotel suites in the original hotel tower. 
The redesigned hotel rooms incorporate 
contemporary features and muted earth 
tone colors. 

TARC is seeking drawings, paintings, 
photography, and applique work 
featuring beach scenes, Lake Michigan 
flora and fauna, and other related 
themes. Artwork needs to be already 
completed, or be able to complete 
before January 4, 2016. Interested artists 
can either submit electronic proposals 
to Micky. Martin@pokagonb and- 
nsn.gov or arrange to meet with the 
committee during the Holiday Craft 
Show scheduled for Dec 6, 2015 at 
the Community Center. For questions, 
please contact Micky Martin at 
(269)783-9260 or TARC Chairwoman 
Angie Rice at (574) 993-1798. 


What’s that invasive plant? Japanese Barberry 
(Fallopia japonica) 


What’s that edible plant? Pawpaw Fruit 
(Asimina triloba) 






Japanese barberry is an invasive species that is native to Japan. This species was 
brought to the United States in 1800 as an ornamental planting. This plant was 
used as an ornamental because of its resistance to deer browsing and because it has 
bright red berries and red and orange fall colors. Japanese barberry fruits are spread 
by birds, resulting in the plant growing in the woods. This plant has very sharp 
spines along all of its branches. Japanese barberry can be found in a wide variety of 
soils and growing conditions, making it a prolific invasive. Furthermore, Japanese 
barberry has been found to be a great place for ticks to grow and develop, thereby 
helping to increase the tick population and the possibility of tick-borne diseases. 
There is a native barberry, the American barberry (Berberis canadensis), which may 
be confused with the Japanese barberry, however, the American native species is 
uncommon throughout Michigan. American barberry can also be distinguished 
from Japanese barberry by the leaves, American barberry leaves have serrated 
edges, whereas American barberry leaves are smooth edged. Always be aware of 
your landscape plantings, and plant as many native species as possible to help avoid 
spreading invasive species of any type. 


If you have been hiking in the woods over the past few weeks you may have 
noticed that the fruit of the pawpaw tree is ripe and ready to pick. The fruit of 
the pawpaw tree is nutritious, containing essential amino acids and vitamins, A, 

C, thiamin, riboflavin, niacin, potassium, calcium, phosphorus, magnesium, iron, 
zinc, copper, and manganese. The pawpaw tree is native to the United States and 
grows from Florida to Southern Ontario. The pawpaw flavor resembles a blend 
of flavors like banana, mango, and pineapple. The flesh of the fruit has a custard 
like consistency and can be eaten raw or blended into smoothies and may be 
substituted for bananas in many recipes. Pawpaw fruits ripen from September 
through mid-October and should be easily removed from the tree when ripe. The 
skin color may be green to yellow on ripe fruits. 
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November is National Diabetes Awareness Month 


According to the American Diabetes Association, 26 million 
people (more than eight percent of the United Sates) 
have diabetes. There are nearly 19 million people who are 
diagnosed, while seven million of these people are not 
diagnosed. 

American Indians /Alaska Natives are twice as likely to 
develop diabetes as other groups. The increase of diabetes is 
directly related to the increase in obesity. Other risk factors 
include genetics and family history, high blood pressure, and 
living a sedentary lifestyle. If diabetes goes untreated it can 
lead to heart disease and stroke, high blood pressure, blindness, 
kidney disease, nervous system disease, amputation, and many 
other health related issues including death. 

Some of the signs and symptoms to watch for are frequent 
trips to the bathroom, unquenchable thirst, and tingling or 
numbness in your hands, legs or feet. 


These health issues do not have to accompany diabetes if 
treatment and lifestyle changes are started early. Although 
once damage from diabetes is done to the body, you can’t 
reverse the effects. Prevention and early treatment are 
recommended to prevent additional life threatening issues 
that can arise. 

Treatment: 

• Medication 

• Insulin 

• Exercise 

• Diet 

If you have any questions or are experiencing any of the 
signs and symptoms listed above, please contact PHS to 
schedule an appointment with one of our providers (888) 
440-1234 or (269) 782-4141. 


£ 




% 


STOP 

DIABETES 

American Diabetes Association, 


November is Lung Cancer Awareness Month 


Lung cancer is the leading cause of cancer death and the 
second most diagnosed cancer in both men and women in the 
United States. After increasing for decades, lung cancer rates are 
decreasing nationally, as fewer people smoke cigarettes. Cigarette 
smoking is the number one cause of lung cancer. Lung cancer 
also can be caused by using other types of tobacco (such as 
pipes or cigars), breathing secondhand smoke, being exposed 
to substances such as asbestos or radon at home or work, and 
having a family history of lung cancer. 

Cancer is a disease in which cells in the body grow out of 
control. Lung cancer may spread to lymph nodes or other organs 
in the body, such as the brain. Cancer from other organs also 
may spread to the lungs. When cancer cells spread from one 
organ to another, they are called metastases. 

Research has found several risk factors that may increase your chances of getting 
lung cancer. 

Smoking 

Cigarette smoking is the number one risk factor for lung cancer. In the United 
States, cigarette smoking causes about 90% of lung cancers. Using other tobacco 
products such as cigars or pipes also increases the risk for lung cancer. Tobacco 
smoke is a toxic mix of more than 7,000 chemicals. Many are poisons. At least 70 
are known to cause cancer in people or animals. People who smoke are 15 to 30 
times more likely to get lung cancer or die from lung cancer than people who do 
not smoke. Even smoking a few cigarettes a day or smoking occasionally increases 
the risk of lung cancer. The more years a person smokes and the more cigarettes 
smoked each day, the more the risk goes up. 

People who quit smoking have a lower risk of lung cancer than if they had 
continued to smoke, but their risk is higher than the risk for people who never 
smoked. Quitting smoking at any age can lower the risk of lung cancer. Smoking 
can cause cancer almost anywhere in the body. Smoking causes cancer of the 
mouth, nose, throat, voicebox (larynx), esophagus, bladder, kidney, pancreas, cervix, 
stomach, blood, and bone marrow (acute myeloid leukemia). 



Secondhand Smoke 

Smoke from other people's cigarettes, pipes, or cigars (secondhand smoke) also 
causes lung cancer. When a person breathes in secondhand smoke, it is like he or 
she is smoking. In the United States, two out of five adults who don't smoke and 
half of children are exposed to secondhand smoke, and about 3,000 people who 
never smoked die from lung cancer due to secondhand smoke every year. 

Most people with lung cancer don't have symptoms until the cancer is advanced. 
Lung cancer symptoms may include: 

• Coughing that gets worse or doesn't go away 

• Chest pain 

• Shortness of breath or wheezing 

• Coughing up blood 

• Feeling very tired all the time 

• Weight loss with no known cause 

• Other changes that can sometimes occur with lung cancer may include 
repeated bouts of pneumonia and swollen or enlarged lymph nodes (glands) inside 
the chest in the area between the lungs 

If you would like to quit smoking, Pokagon Health Services offers smoking 
cessation classes. Medications and other treatment options are available to you. If 
you are interested in a class or other smoking cessation information, please contact 
Pokagon Health Services at (269) 782-4141 for more details. 
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Officer tip of the month Kevin Modlin 

It is that time of year again. With hunting season 
in full swing, the woods will see a steady flow of 
traffic of people hunting small game, waterfowl, 
and deer. Although this is a favorite time of year 
for many outdo or sman who have buck fever, this is 
also the time of year that presents some safety issues. 

Overlooking a few small things can result in more 
than just a ruined hunt. 

Every year in our area, several people fall from 
their tree stands, which result in broken legs, mostly 
broken backs, and occasionally death. These falls 
are due to faulty equipment and/ or not wearing 
a harness, combined with fatigue or tunnel vision 
from seeing that deer. Inspect your stands, replace rusty chains, bolts, and worn 
straps. Don't chance it. Wear a safety harness while in the tree; it will save your life 
from a fall. They are very inexpensive and could mean the difference between that 
big buck and never hunting again. 

For those hunters who have not had their archery equipment out since last 
fall, inspect your strings and cables for wear and your limbs and riser for cracks. 
Nothing will surprise you more than when you draw that bow, it shatters in 
your hands. 


The last reminder I would like to give is 
brought up due to some incidents from last year. 

It is important to identify what you are shooting 
at, to know your area, and what or who may be 
behind it. Bullets don't stop at the tree line or the 
weed line. Be mindful that the tribal properties 
are shared with many other people who may be 
just on the other side of the brush where you 
are shooting. Always make sure there is a solid 
backstop behind your identified target. I look 
forward to seeing you all out there having a safe 
and successful hunt. Maybe I will even be able to 
help drag a few deer out again this year. 

I absolutely love being a conservation officer for several reasons. I get to be 
outside, in the woods. I get to interact with people who are partaking in the same 
activities I am so passionate about. It is nice to hear their stories and experiences 
as well as share mine. Because I am so passionate about the outdoors and what it 
provides for us, I also feel strongly about preserving it. Without conservation, our 
resources will not be here for generations to come, and nothing puts a bigger smile 
on my face than watching the youth enjoy the outdoors. 



Chi Ishobak, Inc. receives Native American CDFI assistance program award 


The U.S. Treasury Department recently awarded more than $200 million to 
Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFIs) to spur economic growth 
in low income and native communities, and Chi Ishobak is one of the 195 CDFIs 
to receive a portion of this award. This announcement caps the 20th anniversary 
celebration of the creation of the CDFI Fund and the CDFI Program. 

“These important community partners are not only on the frontlines of 
economically distressed communities providing needed capital and credit, they are 
building a more inclusive economy which benefits the nation as a whole,” said 
CDFI Fund Director Annie Donovan. 

The CDFI Program invests in and builds the capacity of community credit 
unions, banks, loan funds, and other financial institutions serving rural and urban 


Department of Education Graduation Tree 


The Department of Education 
Graduation Tree has been ordered and 
would like to include every Pokagon 
Band graduate to be represented on the 
tree with a leaf placed in their honor 
for all degrees completed. Everyone 
that would like to be honored on the 
tree must submit an application and 
provide a copy of their degree to the 
Department of Education. Even if you 
have already provided an application 
and copy of your degree another one 
is required to be submitted as the past 
documents may have been misplaced or 
lost. 

The Department of Education 
Graduation Tree is designed to 
give recognition to students who 
demonstrate the characteristics 
which further the mission and goals 
of Pokagon Band Department of 
Education by completing programs that 
represent standards of achievement and 
excellence. 


Student Eligibility Requirements: 

• Nominee must be Pokagon Band 
citizen. 

• Nominee must have graduated with 
a Associates, Bachelors, Masters or 
Doctorate degree. 

• Nominee must complete the 
application 

• Nominee must sign the application 
attesting to its accuracy. 

• Nominee must send a copy of their 
diploma. 

Time Frame: Applications accepted 

year round. 


communities across the nation that lack adequate access to affordable financial 
products and services. Additional information about the CDFI programs, including 
the full award list and key highlights, can be found through the Award Book links 
below and on the CDFI Fund’s website at www.cdfifund.gov/cdfi or at www. 
cdfifund.gov/ native. 



Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 

Department of Language Cr Culture 


Winter Solstice Celebration 
+ Round Dance 


Saturday, December 19 I 6:00pm 
Community Center 

27043 Potawatomi Trail | Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

Come and celebrate the Winter season with us. 

Celebration begins at 6:00 pm. Feast and lighting of Skode at 7:00 pm. 

Please bring a dish to pass and a hand made gift or a gift with a value of no 
more than $10 for a community gift exchange. Main dish will be provided. 

Round Dance begins at 9:00 pm and goes until 1 :00 am. 

A Round Dance is a time to celebrate the community and Dance into the night to celebrate with the spirits of those who 

enjoy each other’s company while remembering loved have passed on. All Round Dances are memorable nights of 
ones who have passed on. Our teachings tell us that the spirit singing, dancing and feasting with the spirits, 
world has daytime during our night time therefore, we Round 


For more information, please contact the Department of 
Language and Culture at (269) 462-4255. 


CYANKOBJECEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 

o 

POKACON.COM 
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The Court has approved the publication of this Notice because there is no valid 
address. 

POKAGON BAND OF POTAWATOMI INDIANS 
TRIBAL COURT 
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
CASE NO. 15-3366-GAR-PC 
Office of the General Counsel 
J. Edward Williams (P61685) 

Paul W Shagen (P57389) 

58620 Sink Rd., PO. Box 355, Dowagiac, MI 49047 
Phone (269) 783-0505 Fax (269) 783-0519 

2nd NOTICE TO THE RESPONDENT AND DEADLINE TO FILE 

OBJECTION(S) 

To: Joshua M. Williams 
Respondent’s Name 

1. On July 28, 2015 a Petition for Order of Garnishment was filed with the Tribal 
Court. 

2. On August 11, 2015 the Court entered an Order of Garnishment. 

3. On August 11, 2015 the Court mailed to you, by certified mail, restricted 
delivery to the addressee, return receipt requested, a true copy of the Petition for 
Order of Garnishment and Order of Garnishment and which were returned to the 
Court “Unclaimed” on September 11, 2015. 

4. Based upon return of the mailing as “Unclaimed”, an Order for Alternate Service 
for publication has been granted by the Court. 

5. On October 7, 2015 the Court staff verified with Pokagon Band Department of 

Communications that Notice to the Respondent and Deadline to File Ohjection(s) 
was published in the Pokagon Band’s monthly newsletter, however the Notice to 
the Respondent section stated below was not included in the first publication. 

6. Therefore, the 2nd Notice is being published. 

NOTICE TO THE RESPONDENT 

You have fourteen (14) days from the date of publication of this 2nd Notice to file 
an objection with the Tribal Court to the Order of Garnishment. If you fail to file 
an objection, the Pokagon Band’s Chief Financial Officer will redirect your per 
capita payments, beginning twenty-eight (28) days from the date of publication of 
this 2nd Notice , to satisfy the total amount of judgment outstanding, and all post- 
petition interest, until paid in full. Your objection cannot contest the validity of 
the judgment and can only be based upon one or more of the reasons stated in 
subsection 3.04(a) of the Garnishment Code. 


Elders quarterly workshop covers health and fitness 

The November Elders workshop will focus on staying fit throughout the year, 
but mainly the winter months. The workshop will take place at the Community 
Center Thursday, November 5 from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. (not November 15 as 
previously advertised). 

It is imperative that as we age we focus on our body and keeping it in shape. 
This workshop will feature stretching exercises and tips for staying fit to increase 
longevity and endurance. Please wear comfortable clothing and be prepared to 
participate in some physical but not demanding exercises. 

“Every day, we have a very clear choice: we can grow older or we can grow 
younger.” Miranda Esmonde-White, fitness instructor and author of Aging 
Backwards. 

Elders January Quarterly Workshop 

The next Elders Quarterly Workshop will be January 16, 2016 from 9:00 a.m. - 
1:00 p.m. and held at the Community Center, 27043 Potawatomi Trail, Dowagiac, 
MI. The Pokagon Band Department of Education will be providing 50 Kindle 
Fires to 25 registrants that attend the workshop and 25 to those that cannot attend 
(out of the service area, and/or handicapped). 

You must register for the Kindle Fire HD’s to receive the Kindles at the 
workshop. The registration form can be found online at the Pokagon website just 
type in “January Kindle workshop” in the search bar. The deadline to register will 
be Friday, January 15 at 5:00 p.m. Only those that have not yet received a Kindle 
may register. 

Should you have any questions please contact the following: 

Donald Sumners, Educational Associate 
Department of Education 
(269)462-4237 

Donald.Sumners@pokagonband-nsn.gov 



Saturday, Dec. 5 
1 1 a.m, - 1 2 p.m. 

Register by Nov. 25 so 
your chNd(ren) can receive 
a small gift from Santa. 


pokagonband-nsn.gov/form 
/gwikweamen-pokagon- 
hol ly-fa i r-registration 




Giwse gises N 


Ne'me gizhek SUNDAY 

Ngot gizhek MONDAY 

Nizh gizhek TUESDAY 

Apta gizhek \ 

1 

2 

Fit Kids 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

Circuit Training 

3 

Lean Lunch 

L&C Youth After School Program 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

L&C Hartford Langur 
Zumba 

L&C Dowagiac Drumn 

8 

9 

Fit Kids 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

Circuit Training 

10 

Lean Lunch 

L&C Youth After School Program 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

Government offices ck 
Veterans Day 

15 

16 

Fit Kids 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

Circuit Training 

17 

Lean Lunch 

L&C Youth After School Program 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

PHS Healthy Lunch p 
L&C Hartford Langu; 
Zumba 

22 

23 

Fit Kids 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

Circuit Training 

24 

Autumn Harvest Celebration Mini PowWow 
Lean Lunch 

L&C Youth After School Program 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

L&C Hartford Langu; 
Zumba 

29 

Fit Kids 30 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

Circuit Training 

Lean Lunch ^ ec ^ 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

L&C Hartford Langu; 
Zumba 

L&C Dowagiac Drumn 
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WEDNESDAY 

Nyew gizhek THURSDAY 

Nyano gizhek FRIDAY 

Odanke gizhek SATURDAY 

age Class 

ning Class 

Fit Kids 5 

Lean Lunch 

EDU Elders Workshop: Personal Development 
L&C South Bend Language Class 
CircuitTraining 

6 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

7 

11 

)sed in observation of 

12 

Fit Kids 

Lean Lunch 

Mishkowze: Lung Cancer Awareness and 
Diabetes Awareness 

L&C South Bend Language Class 
CircuitTraining 

13 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

14 

Tribal Council Meeting 

November Language Workshop 

18 

resentation 
jge Class 

19 

Fit Kids 

Lean Lunch 

L&C South Bend Language Class 
CircuitTraining 

20 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

21 

Native Justice Community Advisory 

Croup Meeting 

25 

jge Class 

26 

Government offices closed in observation of 
the Thanksgiving holiday 

27 

Government offices closed in observation of 
the Thanksgiving holiday 

28 

r . Dec 2 

age Class 

ning Class 

Dec 3 

Fit Kids 

Lean Lunch 

EDU Elders Workshop: Personal Development 
L&C South Bend Language Class 
CircuitTraining 

Dec 4 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

Dec 5 

Gwikwe'amen Pokagon Holly Fair 

L&C Mitten Making Workshop 


Please visit www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov/calendar or call (800) 5 1 7-0777 for more details on these events. 
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Notice of Open Positions I Ethics Board 

POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Tribal Cou ncil is seeking letters of interest 
and resumes from Pokagon Band citizens interested in serving on the 
Pokagon Band Ethics Board. There are three seats available on the Ethics 
Board. The Ethics Board, a five member Board, is an instrumentality of the 
Pokagon Band government created by the Pokagon Band Ethics Code in 
fulfillment of Article XVII, Section 3 of the Pokagon Band Constitution. The 
Ethics Board is responsible for ensuring compliance with the Ethics Code by 
Pokagon Band officials and employees. 

TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for 
and attend Ethics Board meetings and perform the business of the Ethics 
Board will vary. The Ethics Board meets approximately once each month, 
depending on the needs of the Board, and will meet at additional times as 
may be needed to address ethics complaints and other specific matters. 
Typically, meetings are held in the evening on weekdays at various locations. 
Ethics Board members will be expected to spend several additional hours 
per month preparing for Board meetings or engaged in other Ethics Board 
activities. On average, an Ethics Board member can anticipate a total time 
commitment of approximately 4 hours per month, outside of any travel time. 

COMPENSATION. Eth ics Board members will be compensated as 
independent contractors in the amount of $1 50 for each meeting and in 
the amount of $50 for each hour thaf a Board meeting exceeds three hours 
in length. In addition, Board members will be entitled to reimbursement for 
mileage when using personal vehicles fo attend meetings and for other Ethics 
Board business, in accordance with the Pokagon Band’s Travel Policy. 

ELIGIBILITY. In orde r to be eligible for appointment to the Ethics Board, 
one must meet the following minimum qualifications: 

(a) A bachelor's degree from an accredited college or university or ten (10) 
years of professional level work experience in relevant areas, such as 
law, law enforcement, accounting or finance, business management, 
regulatory and governmental affairs. Advanced degrees and 
certifications, such as Certified Public Accountant, Juris Doctorate, and 
Master of Business Administration are preferred, but not required; 

(b) Demonstrated experience in conducting investigations, analyzing and 
preparing findings and presenting summaries; 

(c) Demonstrated experience in reviewing and interpreting laws, regulations, 
contracts, and various professional level reports, including financial 
reports; 

(d) Strong interpersonal, oral, and written communication skills; and 

(e) Demonstrated ability to act with impartiality and to deal fairly, effectively 
and efficiently with situations requiring fact finding and dispute 
resolution skills. 

In addition, no person is able to serve on the Ethics Board if he or she is: 

(a) Not a Pokagon Band citizen; 

(b) Under the age of twenty-one; 

(c) A Public Official or Public Employee; 

(d) Employed, in any capacity, by the Pokagon Gaming Authority or Mno- 
Bmadsen, provided, however, that this shall not include independent 
contractors or volunteers of such entities; or 


(e) Employed or otherwise serves in a position with responsibilities that 
create a conflict of interest or the appearance of a conflict of interest 
with the duties and responsibilities of the Board, as determined by the 
Selection Committee. This subsection does not automatically prevent a 
Pokagon Band citizen from being appointed. 

TERM. The term of office for an Ethics Board member is three years. 

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Appoi ntments to the Ethics Board are 
made by the Tribal Council upon the recommendation of a selection 
committee composed of the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the 
Tribal Council and the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the Elders 
Council. All persons recommended by the selection committee who wish 
to be considered for appointment to the Ethics Board must be present at 
the meeting at which the Tribal Council will review the written statements 
of interest and resumes; provided, however, that the Tribal Council may 
for good cause waive this requirement. Any person recommended by the 
selection committee who believes that good cause exists to not attend such 
Tribal Council meeting should contact the Executive Secretary to the Tribal 
Council, who will share the information with the Tribal Council. Please note 
that the Tribal Council has not yet established the meeting date at which it 
will consider appointments to the Ethics Board. 

HOWTO APPLY. Pokagon Band citizens who wish to be considered for 
appointment to the Ethics Board must submit a letter of interest along with a 
current resume, by one of the following three methods: 

Mail: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
P.O. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
Email: Kelly.Curran@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

As stated above, the selection committee will make a recommendation to 
the Tribal Council regarding the appointments. Therefore, the selection 
committee may conduct or cause to be conducted on its behalf, an initial 
screening of those seeking appointment, solely to determine whether the 
potential appointee meets the minimum qualifications for appointment to the 
Ethics Board. 

Please note that if you have previously sought appointment to the Ethics 
Board pursuant to any previous posting, and you are still interested in seeking 
appointment to the Ethics Board, you must reapply as provided in this 
Notice. 

QUESTIONS. Ethics Board, the Ethics Code, or this Notice may be directed 
to Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to the Tribal Council at (269) 782-6323 
or Kelly.Curran@pokagonband-nsn.gov. Additionally, you may visit the Ethics 
Board section of the Pokagon Band’s website atwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
government/boards/ethics-board. Also, a copy of the Ethics Code may be 
obtained from the Pokagon Band’s website atwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
govern ment/codes-and-ordinances. 

DEADLINE. This posting will remain open until filled. 
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Notice of Open Alternate Position | Election Board 

POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Tribal Council is seeking letters of inter- 
est and resumes from Pokagon Band citizens who are interested to fill one 
Alternate member position on the Election Board. This appointment will be 
for an approximately four year term that will expire January 31 ,2019. The 
Election Board is a five person Board with two Alternates whose members 
are appointed by the Tribal Council. The Election Board is responsible for 
conducting Pokagon Band elections, maintaining a list of registered voters, 
and reviewing membership petitions, initiatives, and referendums. Alternates 
are not members of the Election Board, but Alternates do assist the Election 
Board in fulfilling its responsibilities and attend Election Board meetings. Al- 
ternates will be seated and vote in the absence of an Election Board member. 
QUALIFICATIONS. Alternates must meet all eligibility requirements appli- 
cable to members of the Election Board. To be eligible for appointment to the 
Election Board, a Pokagon Band citizen must: 

1 . Bean eligible voter of the Pokagon Band; 

2. Be at least twenty-five (25) years of age; 

3. Not be incarcerated for any criminal conviction; 

4. Not be presently a member of or candidate for Tribal Council, the Triba I 
Judiciary, the Ethics Board, orthe Salary Commission; and 

5. Not have been convicted within the last ten (10) years of a crime subject 
to imprisonment for a term of one (1 ) year or longer, excepting those 
crimes determined by the Election Board to relate to the furtherance of 
the Band’s tribal sovereignty rights. 

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. A potential appointee must be present at the 
meeting at which the Tribal Council will interview potential appointees for 
the Alternate position, provided that the Tribal Council may for good cause 
waive such requirement. The Tribal Council has not yet established the meet- 
ing date at which it will interview potential appointees. Prior to any appoint- 
ment, the Tribal Council will make a determination whether the interested 
person meets the qualifications required to serve as an Alternate on the Elec- 
tion Board. In orderto make this determination, all persons seeking appoint- 
ment must undergo a limited criminal background check performed by the 
Pokagon Band Tribal Police to ensure that the candidate meets the qualifica- 
tions to serve. Thus, all persons interested in appointment must complete an 
Authorization to Conduct Criminal Background. You must contact Kateri 
Dayson or Katy Morseau, the Election Clerks, at (269) 782-9475 or (888) 
782-9475 to obtain an Authorization to Conduct Criminal Background 
Check Form. 

TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for and 
attend Election Board meetings, conduct elections, and perform the business 


of fhe Election Board will vary. The Election Board is typically busier during 
the time leading up to and during the General Election and Elders Election. 
Additionally, there may be Referendums, Special Elections, Petitions, and Re- 
calls that will require Election Board action. General Elections occur on the 
second Saturday of July and Elders Council Elections occur on the second 
Saturday of November. The dates of the Election Board meetings vary, but 
typically occur after 5:00 PM. On average, a Board member can anticipate 
a time commitment of approximately 1 0 to 25 hours per month, with the 
busiest time being the months of May, June, July, September, October, and 
November. 

COMPENSATION. Alternates may be compensated as independent 
contractors for service to the Election Board at rates established by the Tribal 
Council, only if seated at an Election Board meeting in the absence of an 
Election Board member. In addition, Alternates are entitled to reimbursement 
for mileage when using their personal vehicle to attend meetings and for 
other Election Board business in accordance with the Pokagon Band’s Travel 
Policy. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As Public Officials, Alternates are subject to 
the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the Code of Ethics may be ob- 
tained from the Band’s website atwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

HOWTO APPLY. Poka gon Band citizens who meet the qualifications, and 
are willing to be considered for appointment to fill fhe Alternate position, 
must submit all of the following: (l ) a written statement of interest; (2) a re- 
sume; and (3) a completed "Authorization to Conduct Criminal Background 
Check” Form, by one of fhe following methods: 

Mail: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
P.O. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
Email: Kelly.Curran@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

QUESTIONS. If you have questions concerning the Election Board, please 
contact the Election Board offices at (269) 782-9475 or (888) 782-9475. For 
additional information about the Election Board and the election process, 
you may also consult the Band’s Election Code, which is posted on the Band’s 
website atwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/boards/election-board. 

DEADLINE. This posting will remain open until filled. 
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Pokagon Band 
Pokagon Healtl 


Join Marcy Herbert, Pokagon Band dietician, for 
a healthy lunch every third Wednesday as she 
discusses topics around nutrition. 

All healthy lunch presentations are 1 2:00 pm to 1 :00 pm in 
the kitchen of the Commodities Building 

58650 Sink Road 
Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

The menu for the November 1 8 Healthy Lunch is 
Pasta with Butternut Squash. Mark your calendar for the 
next lunch on December 1 6. 


For more information and to RSVP, contact Marcy Herbert at 
(269) 782-2472 or marcy.herbert@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


CYANKOBJECEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 

OO© 

POKACON.COM 



Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Department of Language & Culture 

Native Nations Youth Council 


Pokagon Band Native Nations Youth Council encourages all Pokagon youth 
who are seeking to contribute to their community as well as to Indian Country 
to join. 

As a Pokagon youth between the ages of 1 2 to 24 you can be a representative 
voice and further your development as a future tribal leader. 

Junior and Senior Youth Councils meet on the second Saturday of each month 
between the times of 1 0:00 am to 2:00 pm. Meeting locations are announced 
on the Pokagon Band website. 


Please contact Rebecca Williams to join or for more information at 
(269) 783-9265 or rebecca.williams@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


CYANKOBJECEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 

GO© 

POKACON.COM 




what movesyou? 



MoveMoreNow.org 


Made possible with funding from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 



Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Department of Language & Culture 


AFTER SCROOi. PROGRAM 
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Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Department of Language & Culture 



Department of Language and Culture 
58653 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

6:00 pm-8:00 pm 

2015 

September 2 October 7 

September 9 October 14 


November 4 
November 1 1 


GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 



POKACON.COM 


For more information, please contact Nicole Holloway at (269) 462-4325 or 
nicole.holloway@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 



Department of Language & Culture 


BNAKWI GISES 


*yx*j 'A :4d : [•] : 

Saturday, November 14 
1 2:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m. 

Language & Culture Office 

58653 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Ml 49047 


Join Kyle Malott for the November language workshop led by our 
apprentices teaching what they are currently learning while living with our 
fluent speakers in Northern Wisconsin. 

Workshop lunch is potluck style, please be sure to bring a side dish for 
everyone to share. Language Program will provide the entree and drinks. 

Any questions, please contact Rhonda Purcell, Language Coordinator, 
at (269) 462-4255 or rhonda.purcell@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 

oo© 

POKACON.COM 





CASINO RESORT 

HARTFORD | DOWAGIAC 
NEW BUFFALO 


Courses at Four Winds Casino Resort 
Open to Pokagon Citizens, Spouses, Custodial Parents 
and Government Employees 
October-December 2015 


LEADERSHIP 1 

Monday, October 12, 2p-4p NB 


LEADERSHIP 1 - “Communication & Cooperation” 

This course introduces participants to the importance of teamwork, flexibility and strategic 
thinking. Activities include Picture Resume and United League of Nations. 


L E A D E RS H I P 2 LEADERSHIP 2 - “DiSC Profile” 

Thursday, October 22, 12:30p-3p NB Participants take the DiSC© profile assessment to learn about effective communication and 

identify their own communication style. 


LEADERSHIP 3 

Thursday, October 22, 3p-5p NB 

LEADERSHIP 4 

Monday, November 9, 10a-12:30p NB 

LEADERSHIP 5 

Monday, November 9, 1:30p-4p NB 

LEADERSHIP 6 

Tuesday, October 13, 2p-4p Hartford 
Monday, December 7, 2p-4p NB 

LEADERSHIP 8 

Wednesday, December 9, 12:30p-3p NB 

OBVIOUS CHOICE 

No classes scheduled this quarter. 

SO YOU WANT TO BE A SUPERVISOR 

No classes scheduled this quarter. 


LEADERSHIP 3 - “Living the Core Values” 

Participants discuss the core values of teamwork, respect, integrity and fun and learn why 
listening and providing clear direction and feedback are crucial to a good management style. 

LEADERSHIP 4 - “Coaching & Listening” 

Participants learn how to delegate, in order to free up time to listen, coach and provide 
feedback to staff. A 5 step coaching model is presented. 

LEADERSHIP 5 - “Emotional Intelligence” 

Participants learn how to avoid emotional hijack during stressful situations, and the important 
role of emotional competencies in leadership. 

LEADERSHIP 6 - “Emotional Intelligence II - Horse & Rider” 

In the second El class, participants learn the four premises of Emotional Control and that we 
each make choices and have control over how we react and feel. 

LEADERSHIP 8 - Social Intelligence 

Building on Emotional Intelligence with revolutionary new science, this class helps you 
understand how you can increase your social awareness and improve your relationship 
management - to help you and your staff to SHINE! 

(Please take Leadership 5, 6, and 8 in order.) 

OBVIOUS CHOICE 

Participants will learn what will make them stand out from the crowd. This class will assist 
individuals with an understanding of what they need to do to make themselves the obvious 
choice for interviews, transfers, and promotions. 


So you want to be a supervisor... 

What every desiring-to-be-a-supervisor should know about being GREAT! This course takes a 
look at “Meeting the Challenge”, “Fitting the Four Fundamentals into your Style”, and “Dealing 
with Special Situations”. Attendance at both sessions is required. 


All NB classes are in the Training Center on the 2nd floor of the FWCR HR Building 
in New Buffalo, FWH classes in FWCR Hartford Training Room 
and FWD classes in FWCR Dowagiac Training Room. 



If you would like to attend, please contact the Pokagon Band’s Training Manager to enroll. 
Hartford and Dowagiac have limited seating, so please enroll early. 

Thank you. (9-18-15) 



Please contact PHS at (269) 782-4141 for more details or 
one-to-one consultations about medication questions and 
the new services offered. 


6b© 


POKAGON BAND OF POTAWATOMI 

POKAGON HEALTH SERVICES 


CLINIC 
EXPANDING SERVICES 


Pokagon Health Services Clinic will soon serve 
tribal spouses and employees of the Pokagon Band 
government, Four Winds Casino, and Mno Bmadsen 
and their immediate family members. 


Fee for service and/or co-pay will be the non-native 
patient’s responsibility and is due at the time of service 
in the clinic. 


PHS Clinic is compiling a list of non-native family 
members, employees, and employee families who 
have interest in transitioning care on a first-come, 
first-serve basis. Pre-interest registration forms can 
be picked up at Pokagon Health Services. 
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Per Capita News 

The Enrollment Office needs the following individuals to update their addresses so 
that these payments can be mailed. If there is an X in the column(s) by your name, 
you have either a Christmas check and/ or per capita payments due to you. Please 
contact Beth Edelberg in the Enrollment Office at (269) 782-1763 or Deidre 
Ecker in the Finance Department at (269) 462-4209. 


Enrollment 

# 

Name 

Christmas 2014 

Monthly Per Cap 

83 

John Dylan Watson 

X 


406 

Michael Lynn Hewitt 

X 

X 

857 

Peter John Ramirez 

X 


1446 

Bobby Marcus Haynes 

X 


1986 

Cristian M Cobb 

X 

X 

2717 

Zachary T. Huffman 


X 

4227 

Scott Brewer Jr 

X 

X 

4442 

Mason Tyler Currey 

X 



Please note - you must have a deliverable address on file. 


Attention 1 8 to 20 Year Olds I Per Capita Information 

Attention all high school seniors who are graduating from high school or 
individuals who may be completing their G.E.D. If you are at least 18 years old 
and have achieved either of these you are now eligible to receive your monthly per 
capita checks. All you have to do is send a copy to the Enrollment office. You may 
either mail or fax this. The address to mail to is: 

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Attn: Enrollment Office 
PO Box 180 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 

OR fax to: (269) 782-1964 

The document must be received by November 15 in order to make it on 
the December 2015 check run. Anything received after November 15 will be 
processed on the check run for January 2016. If you have any questions please call 
the direct per capita phone line at (269) 462-4209 or (269) 462-4200 or toll free 
(800) 517-0777. 

Are you eligible for certain Michigan tax exemptions? 

If you are an enrolled Pokagon citizen, and you live in the tribe’s Tax Agreement 
Area (as is defined in the State Tax Agreement between the Pokagon Band of 
Potawatomi Indians and the state of Michigan) , then please fill a Resident Tribal 
Member (RTM) Application to see if you are eligible to start receiving these 
benefits. The application is available online here: www.pokagonbandnsn.gov/ 
departments/fmance/state-tax-agreements 

Please read the Tax Agreement Overview (www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
departments/ finance/ state-taxagreements) to learn about these benefits and see a 
map of the Tax Agreement Area. You will also find individual township maps at that 
link. If you think you may live inside the Tax Agreement Area boundaries (green 
shaded areas), then you may be able to register with the State of Michigan and get 
relief from certain taxes. 

In order to get registered, you must apply by filling out a Resident Tribal 
Member (RTM) Application and returning it to Julie Rodriguez in the Finance 
Department. Upon review of your application, we will notify you of your 
eligibility status. 

If you have any questions, or comments regarding the Tax Agreement or your 
RTM status or benefits, please do not hesitate to contact Julie at (269) 462-4210 or 
Julie.Rodriguez@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


Per Capita Important Dates 


Deadline to receive 
Changes/updates/additions 
Received by 

Finance Department 

Checks mailed out on 

Check date 

Direct deposits in accounts 

Thursday, January 1 5, 201 5 

Thursday, January 29, 201 5 

Friday, January 30, 2015 

Friday, February 13,2015 

Thursday, February 26, 201 5 

Friday, February 27,2015 

Friday, March 13,2015 

Monday, March 302015 

Tuesday, March 31, 201 5 

Wednesday, April 15,2015 

Wednesday, April 29, 2015 

Thursday, April 30, 2015 

Friday, May 15, 201 5 

Thursday, May 28,2015 

Friday, May 29, 2015 

Monday, June 15,2015 

Monday, June 29, 2015 

Tuesday, June 30, 2015 

Wednesday, July 15, 2015 

Thursday, July 30, 2015 

Friday, July 31, 2015 

Friday, August 14, 2015 

Thursday, August 27, 201 5 

Friday, August 28, 2015 

Tuesday, September 1 5, 201 5 

Tuesday, September 29, 201 5 

Wednesday, September 30, 201 5 

Thursday, October 1 5, 201 5 

Thursday, October 29, 201 5 

Friday, October 30, 2015 

Monday, November 2, 201 5* 

Tuesday, November 24, 201 5 

Wed, November 25, 201 5 

Friday, December 4, 201 5* 

Thursday, December 1 7, 201 5 

Fri, December 18,2015 


* Please note, in 2015, the November deadline for changes is November 2 and the December 
deadline is December 4. This is due to time limitations on all the events that occur at this time 
of the year. 


Per Capita Direct Deposit Cr Tax Withholding Forms 

For those tribal citizens receiving per capita checks in the mail and who do not 
have direct deposit, enclosed with your check you will find a direct deposit and a 
tax withholding form. These will be included with your check every month until 
we achieve 100% direct deposits. 

The tribe is currently having mandatory direct deposit for per capita checks. In 
the case of individuals not being able to set up a bank account, the tribe is offering 
a cash card on which the per capita checks will be loaded onto every month. We 
are making efforts to give everyone a chance to set up a bank account of your 
choice and on your own. 

As always, the tax withholding form is not mandatory although highly suggested 
as per capita payments are subject to federal and state taxes. The tribe only 
withholds federal taxes with a completed form, state taxes are the responsibility of 
the citizen. 

If you have any questions, please call the direct per capita phone line at 
(269) 462-4209 or (269) 462-4200 or toll free (800) 517-0777. The per capita 
phone line and my extension both have lengthy messages listing various per capita 
information. Please leave a message and I will return your call as soon as possible. 
Both of the above stated forms are available online at www.Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Once you turn in a direct deposit form and as long as I receive it by the 15th of 
the month, the information will be entered into the system and the first month is 
always a test run to the bank, so the check will still be mailed to you. The following 
month, as long as I do not receive any errors from the bank, will be direct deposit. 
As earlier stated, you will continue to receive the two forms in with your checks 
every month. If you have completed a form, no need to fill out another one. 
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Tribal Council November Calendar of Events 

2 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

3 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 10 a.m. 
9 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

1 0 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 
1 4 Tribal Council Meeting, Community Center, 1 0 a.m. 

1 6 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

17 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds Hartford, 10 a.m. 

23 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

24 Gaming Authority Closed Session, canceled 

30 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

Please check the website, www.pokagonband-nsn.gov, or call (888)782-2426 
before attending to confirm that a meeting has not been cancelled. 


Tribal Council November Calendar of Events 

1 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 10 a.m. 

7 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

8 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 10 a.m. 
1 2 Tribal Council Meeting, Community Center, 1 0 a.m. 

1 4 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

15 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds Hartford, 10 a.m. 

Please check the website, www.pokagonband-nsn.gov, or call (888)782-2426 
before attending to confirm that a meeting has not been cancelled. 


Can’t get to Elders Council business meetings? 
Participate via webcast 

Business meetings are held the first Thursday of every month at the Community 
Center in Dowagiac. For your convenience the meetings are now broadcast on 
the internet to listen in on what is going on with the Elders. If you are able to 
take advantage of this — please do! — Elders business meetings are called to order at 
11:00 a.m. Visit the Pokagon website to access the webcasting: www.pokagonband- 
nsn.gov/citizens/web-casting.Any questions, please call Stanley Morseau, Elders 
Chairman, (269) 783-6828. 


Don’t forget our social lunches held every third Thursday of the month. On 
these days we may have holiday parties, special events, or games. Every weekday 
a hot lunch is served at the Elders Hall.You are welcome to come to meet new 
elders you may not know or visit your friends. 



Winter Ceremonies & Teachings 


Saturday, December 20 

Rodgers Lake 

58620 Sink Road | Dowagiac, Ml 

Sunrise Ceremony | 7:30 am Sunset Ceremony | 5:30 pm 

Longhouse in the campgrounds Longhouse in the campgrounds 

Conducted by Bob Moody, Jr. Conducted by John Warren 

Please dress warmly and, for evening ceremonies, bring a dish to pass. For information on the 
ceremonies, please contact Kevin Daugherty at (269) 591-1 230. 

Please note, ceremonies are restricted to Natives and spouses. There may come a day when ceremonies 
are open to all, but there is much healing that must take place first within the community. We askthat 
everyone respect this decision. 


Cultural Teachings | Saturday December 20 

Language & Culture is offering teachings to the community between 1 1 :00 am and 5:00 pm. 
Please bring a dish to pass at afternoon brunch. For more information about these teachings, 
please contact Patty Jo Kublick at (269) 462-5376 or pattyjo.kublick@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


Mens Sweat and Womens Sweat I Thursday, December 1 8 

For more information about the mens sweat, please contact Kevin Daugherty at 
(269) 591-1230. For more information about the womens sweat, please contact 
Andy Jackson at (269) 783-9340. cyankobjecemen 

STAY CONNECTED 

oo® 

POKACON.COM 



Tuesday, November 24 
Community Center 


The autumn harvest celebration and mini pow wow the Tuesday before Thanksgiving 
has become an annual Pokagon event. Pokagon Band citizens, staff and family are 
invited to celebrate the season with your community. Bring your regalia and join in the 
dance. Lunch includes whole roasted turkey, potatoes, gravy, squash, wild rice, salad, 
apple, pumpkin pie. 


1 2:00 p.m.-l :00 p.m. | Lunch 


1 :00 p.m. | Grand Entry 

MC Stanley Morseau 

dancing and drumming through 2:30 pm 

CYANKOBJECEMEN 

2:30 p.m. | Veterans retire flags stay connected 

OO© 

Contact Language CrCulture at (269) 462-4325 for more information. pokacon.com 
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Tribal Office Directory 


Administration 

Information Technology 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

Toll Free (800) 5 17-0777 

FAX (269) 782-6882 

Commodities 

(269) 782-3372 

Toll Free (888) 281 -1111 

FAX (269)782-7814 

Communications 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

Compliance 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

Chi Ishobak 

27043 Potawatomi Trail 

(269)783-4157 

Education 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-0887 

Toll Free (888) 330-1 234 

FAX (269) 782-0985 

Elders Program 
53237 Townhall Rd. 
(269) 782-0765 
Toll Free (800) 859-27 17 
FAX (269) 782-1 696 

Elections 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-9475 

Toll Free (888) 782-9475 

Enrollment 

58620 Sink Rd. 
(269)782-1763 
FAX (269) 782-1 964 

Finance 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

Toll Free (800) 5 17-0777 

FAX (269) 782-1 028 

Head Start 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 783-0026/ 

(866) 250-6573 
FAX (269) 782-9795 


Health Services 
58620 Sink Road 
(269)782-4141 
Toll Free (888) 440-1 234 

Housing & Facilities 

57824 East Pokagon Trail 
(269) 783-0443 
FAX (269) 783-0452 

Human Resources 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 
FAX (269) 782-4253 

Language & Culture 
58653 Sink Rd. 

(269) 462-4325 

Mno-Bmadsen 

41 5 E. Prairie Ronde St. 

(269)783-4111 

Natural Resources 
32142 Edwards St. 

(269) 782-9602 
FAX (269) 783-0452 

Social Services 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

Toll Free (800) 517-0777 

FAX (269) 782-4295 

South Bend Area Office 

3733 Locust Street 
South Bend, IN 46614 
(574) 282-2638 
Toll Free (800) 737-9223 
FAX (574) 282-2974 
(269) 782-8998 

Tribal Council 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-6323 

Toll Free (888) 376-9988 

FAX (269) 782-9625 

Tribal Court 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 783-0505/ 

FAX (269) 783-05 19 

Tribal Police 
58155 M-51 South 
(269) 782-2232 
Toll Free (866) 399-0161 
FAX (269) 782-7988 


Junior and Senior Youth Council Members Wanted 

Both Senior and Junior Youth Councils are open to any Pokagon youngster. 
Anyone can join, and eventually run for the executive board. Besides the 
age divisions, there are differences between the two groups. The Junior 
Youth Council provides a voice for native youth between the ages of 1 2 
and 18. The Council promotes the development of future tribal leaders 
through educational attainment and Potawatomi language, culture, pride, 
and identity. The Junior Youth Council also coordinates community service 
projects and provides opportunities for native youth to interact for fun 
and friendship. 


Tribal Council Directory 

(888) 376-9988 

Chairman 

John P. Warren 

(269)214-2610 

JohnWarren@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Vice-chairman 

Robert Moody, Jr 

(269) 783-9379 

Bob.Moody@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Treasurer 

Eugene Magnuson 

(269) 783-9297 

Eugene.Magnuson@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Secretary 

Mark Parrish 

(269) 783-6052 

Mark.Parrish@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Steve Winchester 

(269) 591-0119 

Steve.Winchester@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Becky Price 

(269) 783-6212 

Becky. Price@pokagonband-nsn.govov 


Member at large 

Michaelina Martin 

(269) 783-9260 

Micky.Martin@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Andy Jackson 

(269) 783-9340 

Andy.Jackson@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Roger Rader 

(269) 783-9039 

Roger.Rader@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Matt Wesaw 

(517)719-5579 

Matt.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Elders Representative 

Judy Winchester 
(269) 783-6240 

Executive Secretary 

Kelly Curran 

(269) 591-0604 

Kelly.Curran@pokagonband-nsn.gov 


Elders Council Directory 

Elders Hall (800)859-2717 or (269)782-0765 


Chair 

Stanley Morseau 
(269) 783-6828 

Vice Chair 

Maxine Margiotta 
(269)783-6102 

Secretary 

Audrey Huston 
(269) 591-4519 


Treasurer 

Clarence White 

(269) 876-1118 

Member at Large 

Cathy Ford 


Senior Youth Council Directory 


Chairman 

Michael Gamache 

Michael.Camache@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Treasurer 

Ronald Puruleski 

Ronald.Puruleski@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Secretary 

Vacant 


Member at large 

Mahogan Shepard 

Mahogan.Shepard@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Skyler Daisy 

Skyler.Daisy@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Rebecca Williamst 

Youth Culture Coordinator 

(269) 462-4325 


The Senior Youth Council provides a voice for Pokagon citizens between 
the ages of 1 8 and 24. The Senior Youth Council also coordinates 
community service projects and provides opportunities for Pokagon young 
adults to interact for fun and friendship. The Council mobilizes members 
toward positive goals, promotes the development of future tribal leaders and 
educates native youth about tribal government. 
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Terri Lynn Andrews to David Michael Noggle, 

October 3, 201 5 atthe home of Craig and Julie 
Andrews, Edwardsburg, Michigan 

Parents of the bride: Patricia Sue Antisdale 
Andrews and Brian Andrews 

Parents of the groom: Mike and Cinny Noggle of 
Mechanicsville, Virginia 

Terri is the granddaughter of Mary Louise Alexis 
Antisdel and Robert Antisdel, and the great- 
granddaughter of Authur Alexis and Sara Alexis. 
The couple will reside in Indianapolis, Indiana. 
Congratulations to Terri and Dave! 



During the first hour 
of the Pokagon youth 
hunt in September, 
Ian Wilson, 1 2, shot 
the biggest deer 
of the weekend. 
Congratulations! 



Happy 6th birthday 

Chelsy Ariel 
Morseau-Olson, 

and good luck 
competing in Little 
Miss Niles 2015! 

Love you always 
our Little Princess, 

Mom, Dad, 

Sydney, and James 


Congratulations to Arynn Foerster who was 
recently selected to join the National Society of 
High School Scholars. Arynn is a student at River 
Valley High School and has been active in the 
Pokagon Youth Council. The Society recognizes 
top scholars who have demonstrated outstanding 
leadership, scholarship and community 
commitment, and connects outstanding scholars 
with the resources they need to develop strengths 
and pursue passions. 
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ART EXTRAVAGANZA 


Food will be available for purchase. Interested vendors should 
contact Angie Rice at (574) 273-8828 or Jessica Howell at (574) 
304-5388. Vendors please plan on bringing your own table. 


Sunday, December 6 
Noon - 5:00 pm 

/ ^ Community Center 
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Happy 1 5th birthday 
Jade Williams 

November 3! We 
are very proud of 
you! Keep up the 
good work! We hope 
you have a GREAT 
birthday! 

Love your fa m and 
clan: Dad, Robin, Joe, 
Brittany, Grandma 
Williams, Aunt Patti, 
Dakota, Caitlin, Lily, 
Jackson, Zephyr and 
Minnie 


Happy birthday 
November 9 to my 
handsome boy! My 
little man thunder 
turns 1 1 ! You’re 
growing too fast! 
Where has the time 
gone? And mom 
loves you like crazy! 
Love you, Mom, 
Nokamis, Mishomis 
Xoxoxo 
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Afterschool Program focuses on Thanksgiving, emotional health 
sage, adulthood 


By Daniel Stohrer, youth services coordinator and 
Rebecca Williams, youth cultural coordinator 

The Pokagon Band afterschool program is based upon 
medicine wheel teachings, meaning during the fall season 
we focus on the western direction. Some of the western 
direction teachings we discussed were nutrition, active 
lifestyles, healthy relationships, and emotional health. We 
learned about nutrition from registered dietitian Marcy 
Herbert, who taught our afterschool program participants 
about what a healthy diet consists of and why it is 
important to make healthy eating choices. We promoted 
active lifestyles by walking in nature, playing team sports, 
and running relay races. Social Services manager Casey 
Kasper taught the afterschool participants about healthy 
relationships and the importance of recognizing an 
unhealthy relationship. Our afterschool program kids were 
rewarded with a horseback riding field trip. 

The youth also received teachings on how to harvest wild 
rice from cultural coordinator Patty Kublik. Mrs. Kublik 


explained the stages of harvesting wild rice by parching, 
dancing, winnowing and then finally sorting the rice pieces 
one-by-one to remove any remaining chaff or damaged rice. 
The kids had the opportunity to participate in each stage of 
the harvesting process. Clearly the most popular stage for the 
youth was the dancing process, which removes the hull from 
the rice. 

We also explained sage, one of the four sacred medicines, 
the medicine of the western direction. We showed the 
use of sage — smudging to cleanse and balance yourself, 
spaces, or spiritual objects. The youth had the opportunity 
to smudge during every session. 

In January we will begin to learn about the northern 
direction. We will be working on bead work, receiving 
teachings from our elders, making good decisions as well 
as incorporating fun winter activities. The afterschool 
program meets on Tuesdays from 3:30 to 6 p.m. If there are 
any questions regarding the afterschool program, please 
contact Daniel Stohrer at (269) 462-4225. 
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Healthy Family program makes a difference in kids’ lives 


Five years ago, the Pokagon 
Band received a grant to start a 
program aimed at helping families 
establish healthy and stable home 
environments. Two social workers, 

Desi Dunomes and Sandy Oram, 
connect directly with those families 
to assist with goal setting, budgeting, 
and other family services. 

Dunomes and Oram use proven 
models of intensive, home-based family 
mentoring and case-management to 
develop and implement a program 
leading to family wellness. They meet 
with client-families where they are: in 
the home, at work, at school, allowing 
them the best opportunity to have a 
complete picture of each situation and 
a thorough assessment of a family’s 
physical and environmental needs, as well 
as the less-apparent interactional needs. 


“The goal is that kids are happy, well 
adjusted, and safe,” said Dunomes. 

“We ultimately want to keep families 
together, keep kids in their own home.” 

Through an integrated system of 
care for its family- clients, the program 
can address all facets of family needs: 
physical and behavioral health, housing, 
education, and justice system assistance. 

One of the families that has 
benefitted from the program has shared 
some of their success stories. The 
mother uses a technique she learned 
from the social worker called 1-2-3 
Magic with her grade school aged child. 

“1-2-3 Magic has immediate, direct 
consequences for a child,” said Dunomes. 
“Basically the child gets three chances 
to get it right, or she or he will have a 
time out and perhaps a conversation.” 


Consistent use of this approach has 
worked really well with this child, 
according to Dunomes. 

“The mother gets to spend more time 
giving encouragement and praise, and 
less time in negativity with her child,” 
she said. “Kids and parents can spend 
more time enjoying each other.” 

Another practice that has helped this 
family: making and using a chore chart. 

“It’s attached to an incentive — an 
allowance — so the kid sees rewards and 
consequences.” 

This helps the child and parent in 
saving and goal setting. 

The grant expired a few years ago, 
but the Band made this program a 
permanent, tribally funded service so it 
can continue to make an impact with 
the most vulnerable Pokagon citizens. 
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Domestic Violence Awareness Program receives second grant, offers new services 


In September, the Domestic Violence Program applied for their second grant to 
expand services to more citizens. After Tribal Council approved their application 
on August 31, they applied and received $1,000 more than requested, for a total of 
$76,000. 

This grant opens the door to new services for more women and men and focuses 
on prevention, under the name Pokagon Band Domestic Violence Prevention 
Initiative Project. 

The Domestic Violence Program (DVP) is expanding its impact, first by 
providing crisis intervention, counseling, advocacy, behavioral health, and case 
management to victims of domestic and sexual violence, whereas the program 
previously offered these services to only adult, female victims of domestic violence. 

DVP will also be providing more education about domestic violence and 
historical trauma for adults and youth and establishing community response 
procedures. 


“If you start with the little ones, then they'll grow up with the idea that abuse 
is not okay,” said Casey Kasper, victim services manager. “Slowly but surely, we're 
going to build up the mentality that this is not cultural or okay.” 

Social Services and PHS, primarily Behavioral Health, will be collaborating to 
care for victims, modeling the integrative care effort PHS practices. One area of 
particular effort will be in treating post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) with eye 
movement desensitization and reprocessing (EMDR) — a fairly new, nontraditional 
type of psychotherapy for treating PTSD, according to the grant proposal. 

DVP is also integrating appropriate cultural practices into the care for victims, 
enhancing their social and emotional well being. 

The Domestic Violence Prevention Initiative, Division of Behavioral Health, 
Office of Clinical and Preventive Services, Indian Health Service, and the 
Department of Health and Human Services funded this grant. 



January 10, 2016 
10:00 am -12:00 pm 
Community Center 

27043 Potawatomi Trail :: Dowagiac, Ml 49047 


Please join the Language and Culture staff for the kick off to 
this year's Sugar Season beginning with a pancake breakfast. 


If you have any questions please contact Patty Jo Kublick (269) 
462-4303 desk or 269-462-5376 Language and Culture Nicole 
Holloway (269) 462-4325. 
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DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 

Project LAUNCH 

Parent Advisory Group 



This group meets once a month and is composed of parents and caregivers 
of children 0-8 years of age. Each Department meets with the Parent 
Croup and discusses ways we can help improve the services for our 
Pokagon Youth. The Parent Croup also receives a cultural teaching from a 
member of the Pokagon Community. 

If you're interested in attending please contact JT Laraway, Young Child 
Wellness Coordinator, (269) 462-4450. 
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Pokegnek Yajdanawa 


Pokegnek Yajdanawa is the monthly voice of Pokegnek 
Bodewadmik, the Pokagon Band of the Potawatomi. 

Citizens are encouraged to submit original letters, stories, 
pictures, poetry and announcements for publication in 
PokegnekYajdanawa. Submissions are subject to the established 
guidelines. 


The deadline for citizen submissions for the newsletter is always 
the fourteenth of each month. Please send items for publication to: 

Pokegnek Yajdanawa 
Box 180 

Dowagiac, MI 49047 

Pokagon.Newsletter@PokagonBand-nsn.gov 
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Halloween party serves fun and frights 

By Rebecca Williams 

This year’s Halloween party was a huge success with close to 350 attendees. 
Everyone left with full stomachs and a few scares from the Youth Council’s 
Haunted House. Some of this year’s activities included a balloon artist, diving for 


doughnuts, a creepy feeling station and a make-and-take your own trick or treat 
bag. People willing to brave the rain enjoyed a horse drawn hayride and trick or 
treating through the Edawat Village. Some of this year’s costume contest winners 
included an Oompa Loompa and a homemade claw machine. 




Pokagon citizen publishes book 


Congratulations to John N. Low PhD, whose book 
Imprints: The Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians and 
the City of Chicago will be published in February. 
Professor Low is an assistant professor in comparative 
studies at Ohio State University— Newark where he 
teaches history and American Indian studies. 

The Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians has been 
a part of Chicago since its founding. In very public 
expressions of indigeneity, they have refused to hide 
in plain sight or assimilate. Instead, throughout the 
city’s history, the Pokagon Potawatomi Indians have 
openly and aggressively expressed their refusal to be 
marginalized or forgotten — and in doing so, they have 
contributed to the fabric and history of the city. 


Imprints: The Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians and the City of Chicago examines 
the ways some Pokagon Potawatomi tribal members have maintained a distinct 
Native identity, their rejection of assimilation into the mainstream, and their 
desire for inclusion in the larger contemporary society without forfeiting their 
“Indianness.” Mindful that contact is never a one-way street, Low also examines the 
ways in which experiences in Chicago have influenced the Pokagon Potawatomi. 
Imprints continues the recent scholarship on the urban Indian experience before as 
well as after World War II. 



To order Imprints , click http://msupress.org/books/book/?id=50T D0- 
33FC#.VktTfXarSUn 




Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 

Department of Education 

EDUCATION 

PORTAL 


The Education Department would like to announce 
that the EDUCATION PORTAL is ready to use for 
fall 201 5-2016 enrollment! All citizens completing 
the Higher Education Scholarship or Vocational 
Scholarship applications should use the Education 
Portal to complete the scholarship process. No more 
emailing, faxing, or bringing in the scholarship paper 
work. Just send it electronically and enjoy the stress 
free scholarship process. 

If you have any questions please contact Joseph 
Avance Higher Education Specialist at joseph. 
avance@pokagonband-nsn.gov or (269) 782- 
0887 or toll free (888)330-1 234. 

Please spread the word! 
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What’s that Invasive Plant? Multiflora Rose (Rosa multiflora) 



Multiflora rose is an invasive species that is native to Eastern Asia. This species was 
brought to the United States as early as 1700 as an ornamental planting and began 
being marketed as a living fencerow in the 1930s. This plant was used for fencerows 
because it forms dense thickets that have many sharp thorns. However, multiflora 
rose grows aggressively and produces large numbers of fruits, rose hips, which 
are eaten and dispersed by birds. The dense thickets then form in natural forest 
communities and crowd out native vegetation. This prevents native shrubs, forbs 
and herbs from developing and may be detrimental to some types of native birds. 


The plant has many stems, and the flowers have five petals that vary from white to 
pinkish in color. Leaves branch into five to seven leaflets with toothed edges and 
a fringed base. Multiflora rose can reproduce by seed and can spread when arched 
stems touch the ground and make contact, creating a new root system at the point 
of contact. Similar in appearance to swamp rose or pasture rose with the exception 
that these species do not have fringed leaf bases. Removal is difficult and requires 
manual removal and repeated cutting. When treated this species must be watched 
for multiple years in the same area due to a prolific seedbank. 


What’s that edible plant? Wintergreen 
( Caultheria procumbens) 



Wintergreen is a common plant found among many forest types in Michigan and 
Indiana, but prefers areas where the soils are more acidic. This plant is also called 
by other names, including teaberry and deerberry. Wintergreen is a very small 
shrub found among the flora of the forest floor. As the name suggests, this tiny 
shrub is evergreen, meaning it stays green year-round. Wintergreen is related to 
huckleberries and cranberries. The leaves of the plant are leathery, green, and shiny 
with a slightly toothed edge. This plant has whitish bell shaped flowers that appear 
in the summer with fruits that follow and last throughout the winter as a source 
of food for mammals. The berries are pink to red and have a distinctive star shaped 
pattern on the underside. The center of the berry is typically comprised entirely of 
seeds, whereas the surrounding flesh is edible and minty. Wintergreen is a common 
flavor of some items you buy at the store, including gum, candy, and toothpaste. 
Historically, wintergreen leaves have been used to brew a tea that helped to relieve 
symptoms including headaches, fever, sore throat, and general aches/pains. Be 
careful with the use of wintergreen as it has similar qualities to aspirin. Wintergreen 
flavored extracts can be created and wintergreen oil can be obtained by crushing 
the leaves in warm water followed by steam distillation. Wintergreen oil has been 
used to topically treat ailments from arthritis and aches/pains to inflammation and 
even hair care. Wintergreen extracts, oils and berries can be used in many food 
recipes as well. 


Rodgers Lake outlet pond project finished 

If you have been around Rodgers Lake campus over the past month you may 
have noticed cranes, bulldozers and dump trucks working at the entrance to the 
campground. The Department of Natural Resources received grant funding to 
restore the area at the entrance to the Rodgers Lake campground. 

Prior to the restoration there was a corrugated culvert, pond, and a couple of 
perched culverts downstream. The culvert that was in place was not a wildlife 
friendly culvert; wildlife could not readily cross under the road during movements, 
they needed to cross the road above which causes a higher probability of them 
being hunted or hit by a vehicle. A large box culvert with headwalls and wingwalls 
has replaced the old metal culvert so there is plenty of room for everything from 
fish and turtles to mice and mink to be able to travel under the road. 

The pond had been dug to make a swimming area, however it soon filled with 
organic black muck. This black muck caused the water in the pond to heat up 
during the summer and this warm water then meandered down to the Dowagiac 
River, which is a cool-transitional river. Now, in place of the pond there is a 
meandering stream with bends, pools, a gravel bottom in places and trees. The 
trees used for stabilization of the bank reduce erosion possibilities and the trees 
also create microhabitat areas for the fish and macroinvertebrates to hide and 
thrive. The area has been seeded with native vegetation and trees and shrubs will 
be planted in the area in the spring. The culverts downstream of the campground 
entrance eroded the stream bed and surrounding area to create a perched culvert 
where no fish could move freely upstream. 

By removing the culverts and performing the restoration, the project will benefit 
many species of wildlife, by creating more habitat and freedom of movement. 
Guardrails are soon to come; keep an eye out this spring when the trees and shrubs 
are planted and the plant seeds take hold of their new home. 


Pokagon Per Capita Savings Plan suffers setback 

The 2015 tribal general election included a Revenue Allocation Plan referendum 
accommodating the implementation of the Pokagon Per Capita Savings Plan. The 
Savings Plan, a completely voluntary plan, would have allowed citizens 18 years 
and older the opportunity to deposit a portion or all of their monthly per capita 
payment into a tax deferred savings plan which would grow over time, similar to 
an IRA or 401K. 

This referendum failed to garner the required percentage of voters to proceed. A 
referendum requires majority support with at least 15 percent of the Bands citizens 


18 years of age and older casting ballots. The majority of the citizens voted in 
favor of the referendum, but less than 15% voted on the measure. The referendum 
was defeated. 

The Tribal Council plans to continue providing educational material on the Per 
Capita Savings Plan and put it on the ballot again for 2017. Per Capita Savings Plan 
information is available on the tribal website at . 
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Pokagon service members honored on Veterans Day 

The tribe celebrates the service of its ogitchedaw throughout 
the year, but especially on Veterans Day At the November 
14 citizen meeting, Council arranged for a special tribute 
recognizing those who ’ve served. Native Americans per capita 
serve in the military at the highest rate of any ethnic group. 

Master Sergeant Ken Garza is currently deployed overseas 
with the Air Force, and the tribe arranged to send him a 
care package since he couldn’t be in the U.S. for festivities. It 
contained Pokagon items, Billy Mills' autobiography Running 
Brave , and some candy. 



“Thank you so much, it really made my day,” Garza wrote. 
“I plan on sharing some of the treats with my 'Joes' and they 
will be more than grateful for it.” 

If you have a family member serving overseas, please call 
(269) 782-8998 to arrange a Pokagon care package delivery. 



Cultural Building construction closes hunting area at Rodgers Lake 

On November 15, 2015, through Res. No. 15-11-09-02, the Tribal Council 
approved a closure order. This order remains in effect until further action by the 
Tribal Council. This order closes to hunting the entire area depicted in green 
on the map. While this order is in effect, no person shall hunt within the closed 
area. Additionally, this order closes to hunting, except by bow, the entire area 
depicted in dark yellow on the map. While this closure order is in effect, no 
person shall hunt except by bow, subject to applicable law. 

Under Section 4.04 of the Regulations, it is unlawful to hunt or discharge a 
firearm, bow or cross bow within “150 yards of an occupied building, dwelling, 
house, residence, cabin, barn or any other building, or any ceremonial grounds, 
camp ground, play area, or any Band gathering place.” However, depending on the 
circumstances, it may not be unlawful under Section 4.04 of the Regulations to 
hunt or discharge a firearm, bow or crossbow in an undeveloped area upon which 
construction activities are occurring. 

Construction of the Cultural Building is scheduled to commence within the 
closed area and bow only area. This closure order is necessary to help ensure the 
safety of persons, including construction workers, who are present within the 
closed area and bow only area in connection with the project. 

To the fullest extent permitted under federal law, all persons who engage in 
natural resource activities within Band land, including hunting in any form, are 
subject to applicable law, including Band law. Any person who violates applicable 
law, including this closure order, may be subject to criminal and civil penalties. 
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Are you ready for Michigan Indian Family Olympics training season? 


Pokagon Band captured third place in 2014’s Indian Family Olympics. The team 
moved up to a second place finish in 2015. Is 2016 the year for a Pokagon win? 

With a bigger team of dedicated Olympians, it is possible. We need your help to 
make this year the best yet. Planned for Friday July 22, 2016 in Mt. Pleasant, the 
Family Olympics pits tribes from Michigan against one another in track and field, 
archery, and basketball events for athletes of all ages and skill levels. The Pokagons 
fielded a team of 42 in 2014, and that grew to 55 this year. Can we take a team of 
more than 60 Pokagon participants next summer? 

Training sessions will start after the NewYear.Visit the website to pre-register 
and commit to training and participating. Also on the web: a sign in sheet 
for individuals to record workouts and trainings (to be signed by a coach or a 


PHS wellness assistant) to qualify. Each sport a student is in will count as one 
training session this year; so if a youth plays three sports (dance and marching 
band count) that will qualify him or her. Coaching will not count, however. 

The plan is to schedule six training sessions in Dowagiac and some in Hopkins. 
Stay tuned for dates and locations, but you don’t have to wait to start. Get out and 
take a walk during the holidays or visit the Wellness Center soon. 

To pre-register and commit to training go to www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
citizens/programs/michigan-indian-family-olympics 




Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Department of Language & Culture 


AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM 



tor more information, please contact Daniel Stohrer at (2(3) t(,2- 
ordaniel.stohrer@pokagonband-nsn.gov 
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EVERY TUESDAY 

3:30 PM - 0:00 



Winter Ceremonies & Teachings 

Saturday, December 1 9 

Rodgers Lake 

58620 Sink Road :: Dowagiac, Ml 

Sunrise Ceremony | 7:30 am Sunset Ceremony | 5:30 pm 

Longhouse in the campgrounds Longhouse in the campgrounds 

Presenter TBA Presenter TBA 

Please dress warmly and, for evening ceremonies, bring a dish to pass. For information on the 
ceremonies, please contact Kevin Daugherty at (269) 591-1 230. 

Please note, ceremonies are restricted to Natives and spouses. There may come a day when ceremonies 
are open to all, but there is much healing that must take place first within the community. We askthat 
everyone respect this decision. 

Cultural Teachings I Saturday, December 1 9 

1 0:00 am -1 2:00 pm | Language with Christine Morseau :: Teaching Cabin 

1 2:30 pm-1 :30 pm | Feast :: Pavilion 

2:00 pm-4:00 pm | Dave + Punkin Shanaquet :: Long House 

Language & Culture is offering teachings to the community between 1 0:00 am and 5:00 pm. 
Please bring a dish to pass at afternoon brunch. For more information about these teachings, 
please contact Patty Jo Kublick at (269) 462-5376 or pattyjo.kublick@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


Mens Sweat and Womens Sweat I Friday, December 1 8 

For more information about the sweats, please contact Kevin Daugherty 
at (269) 591-1230. 
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Register for your Kindle for the Elders January workshop 

The January Elders quarterly workshop will be January 16, 2016 from 9:00 am — 
1:00 pm and held at the Community Center, 27043 Potawatomi Trail, Dowagiac, 
MI. The Pokagon Department of Education will be providing 50 Kindle Fires to 
25 registrants that attend the workshop and 25 to those that cannot attend (out of 
the service area, and/or handicapped). 

Please register for the Kindle Fire HD’s to receive your Kindle at the workshop. 
The registration form can be found at www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov; just type in 
“January kindle workshop” in the Search bar. The deadline to register will be 
Friday, January 15 at 5:00 pm. (Only those that have not yet received a Kindle may 
register.) 

Any questions, please contact Donald Sumners, educational associate, (269)462- 
4237, Donald.Sumners@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

To register go to www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov and type in “January kindle 
workshop” in the search bar 


Elders December workshop covers health and fitness 

The December Elders workshop will focus on staying fit throughout the year, 
but mainly the winter months. The workshop will take place at the Community 
Center Thursday, December 3 from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 

It is imperative that as we age we focus on our body and keeping it in shape. 
This workshop will feature stretching exercises and tips for staying fit to increase 
longevity and endurance. Please wear comfortable clothing and be prepared to 
participate in some physical but not demanding exercises. 

“Every day, we have a very clear choice: we can grow older or we can grow 
younger.” Miranda Esmonde-White, fitness instructor and author of Aging 
Backwards. 
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December is National Drug and Drugged Driving Prevention Month 

According to the Center for Disease Control, each day in the United States 30 
people are killed in motor vehicle crashes that involve an alcohol-impaired 
driver. This amounts to one death every 48 minutes. According to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, about three in every ten Americans will 
be involved in an alcohol-related crash at some point in their lives. In one year, 
over 1.4 million drivers were arrested for driving under the influence of alcohol 
or narcotics. 




Please plan ahead during the holiday season and all year around. Take the extra 
time to make arrangements to have a designated driver if you are going to be 
drinking or using drugs. Parents, please do not let your children drive if you think 
they may be drinking or using drugs. 

Driving drugged not only threatens you and others physical safety but affects 
many other aspects of your life. Even if no one is injured, your life may change in 
many ways. Once the law is involved in your life, your whole wellbeing is changed. 
In many states your license can be taken away, which disrupts many areas of your 
life such as the ability to care for your family, to get to your job, and you may have 
a record that will follow you through your life. If someone is injured or killed, you 


must also address how that will impact your life. 

Pokagon Health Services Behavioral Health program invites you to address 
any concerns or issues before the above happens to you. Our program is focused 
on prevention and treatment. We have many ways that we can assist you before 
something happens. Take control of your own life and protect your family and 
friends life by being active in preventive measures. It only takes one or two drinks 
or drugs for something to happen that could impact your life in a negative way. 
Reach out to the ones who care about you most as we approach the holiday 
season. You can contact PHS at (269) 783-2476 for more information. 


Notification required for Purchased/Referred Care 

If you are eligible for Purchased/Referred Care, please remember to notify 
Pokagon Health Services of your visits outside of PHS. The notification 
requirements are: 

For all non-emergency care, inform your Referral Specialist of your upcoming 
appointments in advance so that they may be pre-authorized. Please give us as 
much notice as possible, as some services can take up to two weeks to authorize. A 
referral from your provider doesn’t guarantee authorization. 

For all emergency related care, inform your Referral Specialist or leave a message 
after hours to notify us of any ER or Urgent Care visits. Your visit will not be 
reviewed for authorization if you do not notify PHS within 72 hours. If you are 
over 65 years of age or are legally disabled, you have 30 days to notify us of your 
visit. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Q: I have Medicaid or commercial insurance, why should I notify you if they will 
cover my ER visit? 

A: If Medicaid denies or if your commercial plan applies a copay or deductible, 
PRC cannot cover if there wasn’t any notification.You will be responsible for 
the balance. 

Q: What if I go to the ER on the weekend — how do I notify PHS of my 
appointment when the office is closed? 

A: For after hours, call our main number: (269) 782-4141 or (888) 440-1234, 
and your call will be answered by the Call Care answering service. You can 
leave a confidential message regarding the nature of your emergency visit for 
notification purposes. 

Q: What if I am not able to call and notify you myself? 

A: You can designate a family member or your Provider as your representative to 
call and notify us of appointments. We will not discuss any of your protected 
health information unless you have a signed release on file. 

Q: I notified you of my visit, but my claim was still denied. What do I do? 

A: If your claim was denied for “no notification,” and you did call and notify 
us of your visit within the correct timeframe, you may submit an appeal in 
writing to: Pokagon Health Services, ATTN: Appeals, PO Box 180, Dowagiac, 
MI 49047. Please submit as much information as possible, and your appeal will 
be reviewed. 


PHS expanding to offer services to staff 

Pokagon Health Services Clinic will soon serve tribal spouses and employees of 
the Pokagon Band government, Four Winds Casino, Mno Bmadsen, and their 
immediate family members. Fee for service and/or copay will be the non-native 
patient’s responsibility and is due at the time of service in the clinic. 

PHS Clinic is compiling a list of non-native family members, employees, and 
employee families who have interest in transitioning primary care to a provider 
at PHS on a first-come, first-serve basis. Pre-interest registration forms can be 
picked up at the PHS-rotunda or downloaded from www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
government/departments/health-services/clinic. All forms should be sent via inter- 
office mail to Latrice Brooks or given to the receptionist at the PHS Clinic. 

PHS Clinic is also offering pre-employment, post-accident, D.O.T. physicals, drug 
screens, and alcohol testing. Contact Pokagon Health Services manager at (269) 
782-4141 for more details regarding the new services offered. 

Pre-interest registration forms are available atwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
government/departments/health-services/clinic 
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Officer tip of the month Eric Shaer 

The holiday season is here: gatherings with our 
families, thankfulness, and seasonal activities near 
and far. There are those who see this time as an 
opportunity to take advantage of us, unfortunately, so 
my holiday tips are about traveling safely and keeping 
you and all of your belongings — including presents — 
safe. 

Many of you will be traveling for the holidays; make 
sure you are safe and are vigilant for those who may 
not be. Be sure your vehicle is ready for your road 
trip by having it serviced and checking all fluid levels. 

Check your vehicle’s heating and battery/ charging 
systems as winter is hard on batteries. Check your tire 
tread by sticking a penny upside down in between the treads of the tire; the tread 
should reach to President Lincoln’s head/hair. Lastly, keep an emergency kit inside 
your vehicle that includes first aid supplies, blanket, flashlight, and battery jump 
box. 

While you are away from home, it is imperative to ensure your home is safe. 

Ask a friend to stop by the house a few times while you are away to check on the 
house and put tracks in the driveway. Don’t tip off criminals on social media about 
where and how long you will be gone. Do tell the Tribal Police Department or 
your local law enforcement that you will be out of town, so officers can keep a 
closer eye on your home. Lastly, don’t leave your lights on the whole time you are 


gone. This will drive up your electric bill and not 
fool anyone. Instead, get a light timing switch that 
will turn on the lights at certain times creating the 
illusion that you are still home. 

If you stay home for the holidays and are hosting 
family, keep all valuables in the house by your 
visitors instead of in a car. If you have large boxes 
from valuable gifts or purchases, hold on to the 
boxes until your recycling pickup day. If you are 
shopping, remember to park in a well-lit area and 
have your keys in hand with your finger on the 
panic button when walking to and from your car. 
Doing this will deter possible criminals from an 
attack and give notice to others that something is wrong. Place all gifts out of sight. 

I am Officer Eric Shaer, the community resource officer for the Pokagon Tribal 
Police Department. I am Nishnabe, and thunder clan of the Pokagon Band. I 
really enjoy my career as the community resource officer, where I work with our 
community through different programs and events. I have come to meet and know 
many of you through this position, and have come to admire many things about 
our people. I hope that if I haven’t met you I will someday, and I look forward to 
keeping all of you safe and helping in whatever way I can. Happy holidays to you 
and your family. 



Riddle 


Christmas Basket distribution begins December 1 0 


October’s riddle winner is Andy Murray who answered, “Whoever makes me can 
hear me, but to all others I'm silent. What am I?” The answer was “a thought.” 

Liz Serba has also won a gift card for her riddle being selected. Check it out: 

“What do you use to mend a Jack-o-lantern ? 55 

Mail in or e-mail your correct answer to susan.doyle@pokagonband-nsn.gov and 
you will be entered in a drawing to win a gift card. Another way to win is to mail 
or e-mail your own riddle, and the person whose riddle is selected for the next 
newsletter will win a gift card. 


Do you want to receive electronic communications from 
the Band? 



We are working on digitizing citizen 
communications, which could include 
e-mails, text messages and phone calls. 
First, we want to know what you think, 
and whether you’d like to provide your 
preferred e-mail address and mobile 
phone number to our database. Please 
complete a short webform so we 
can know how to best communicate 
Band news and services with you. The 
form can be found here: www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/departments/ 
communications . 


Pokagon citizens can pick up their Christmas Baskets beginning Thursday, 
December 10 through Sunday, December 13 at the Commodity Building, 58620 
Sink Road, Dowagiac. Baskets will be distributed on a first-come, first-served basis. 
After December 13 dates and time are dependent on basket availability. 

Hours of distribution 


December 10 
December 11 
December 12 
December 13 


9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 


Families with one to four household members receive one basket. Families with 
five to eight receive two baskets. Families over nine receive three baskets. You 
may pick up no more than four baskets for other citizens with a written, signed 
permission slip. Questions? Call (269)782-3372 or (888) 281-1111. 

The 2015 Christmas Baskets are funded in part thanks to Tribal Council and the 
University of Notre Dame. 


Not only does this effort save money and target information to the people 
who need to receive it, but it preserves Mother Earth by reducing paper use and 
waste. Among the efforts we are exploring are sending the Pokegnek Yajdanawa 
electronically. There are no plans to eliminate printed, mailed copies; we’d just 
like to know if citizens would rather not get the print copy and would prefer to 
receive the newsletter electronically. Other possibilities: text alerts, e-mail updates 
and phone calls about topics that are relevant to you. But rest assured, your privacy 
and data will be safe with us (see our Privacy Statement at www.pokagonband-nsn. 
gov/privacy-policy) and these communications won’t fill up your in boxes with 
unwanted messages. We’ll use it sparingly on an as-needed basis. 


www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/govemment/departments/communications 
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Department of Education Graduation Tree 

The Department of Education Graduation Tree is set up, and we would like 
every Pokagon Band Graduate to be represented on the tree with a leaf 
placed in their honor for all degrees completed. Everyone who would like to 
be honored on the tree must submit an application and provide a copy of 
his or her degree to the Department of Education. Even if you have already 
provided an application and copy of your degree, another one is required to be 
submitted as the past documents may have been misplaced or lost. 

The Department of Education Graduation Tree is designed to give recognition 
to students who demonstrate the characteristics which further the mission and 
goals of the Pokagon Band Department of Education by completing programs that 
represent standards of achievement and excellence. 


Student Eligibility Requirements: 

• Nominee must be Pokagon Band citizen. 

• Nominee must have graduated with a Associates, Bachelors, Masters or 
Doctorate degree. 

• Nominee must complete the application 

• Nominee must sign the application attesting to its accuracy. 

• Nominee must send a copy of their diploma. 

Time Frame: Applications accepted year round. 


Advance directive assistance available at PHS 


It is not easy to think about what will happen at the 
end of your life. The topic of death and dying may 
seem hard to face, and even harder to talk about with 
your loved ones. But it doesn’t have to be. Taking 
the time to formally write down your preferences 
now ensures that in the event you are unable to 
communicate your wishes you still get the kind of 
care you desire. An advance directive also helps your 
family and health care providers make decisions that 
best honor your wishes. 

Advance directives, living wills, or personal directives 
are names for a legal document that tells your loved 
ones your health care preferences. It also allows you 
to appoint someone as a health care advocate — this is 
the person you would want to make decisions for you 
when you can’t make them for yourself. 

One way to approach the topic of an advance 
directive is to think of it as Five Wishes, which address 
your health care choices regarding: 

Wish One: The person I want to make care 
decisions for me when I can’t 

Wish Two: The kind of medical treatment I want 

or don’t want 

Wish Three: How comfortable I want to be 


Wish Four: How I want people to treat me 
Wish Five: What I want my loved ones to know 


Why should I fill out Five Wishes? 

Without an advance directive like Five Wishes, you 
may have no control over important medical care 
decisions that will be made if you ever get seriously ill, 
such as whether to give you life-support treatment or 
aggressively treat your pain.You may think that your 
loved ones and doctors will automatically know what 
you want when you are very ill, but too often that is 
not the case. During this stressful time, you are less 
likely to have family conflicts about your health care 
if you have your wishes in writing. Keep in mind also 
that completing Five Wishes is a gift to your loved 
ones so they are not left to guess what you would have 
wanted. 

Who can make the Five Wishes? 

People who have chronic illness, suffered a serious 
injury, or who are at risk for dementia or Alzheimer’s 
should make an advanced directive as soon as possible 
while they are still able to make their own decisions. 
You do not need to wait until something happens, 
anyone over the age of 1 8 years old can create an 
advance directive. 

When should I make the Five Wishes? 

We never know when an emergency or crisis 
can occur, so patients should prepare their advance 
directive as soon as possible. 


What if I fill out Five Wishes and later change 
my mind? 

An advance directive can be changed at any time, 
as long as you are able to make your own decisions. 
Many people review their Five Wishes annually and 
make any changes then. 

What should I do next? 

Before deciding what choices are best for you, you 
should talk over the end-of-life issues with your 
family and your healthcare provider. The medical 
social worker at Pokagon Health Services Clinic can 
assist you with creating an advance directive. The 
paperwork will be kept in your medical record. The 
social worker can also help you to update it if you 
change your plans. PHS works with Michigan Indian 
Legal Services to answer any legal questions about 
advanced directives. 

To make an appointment or for more information, 
please call Melody Pillow, medical social worker at 
Pokagon Health Services Clinic, (269) 462-4441. 



Pokagon Band of Potawa 
Pokagon Health Services 


LUNCH 


Join Marcy Herbert, Pokagon Band dietician, for 
a healthy lunch Wednesday, December 1 6 as she 
discusses topics around nutrition. 

All healthy lunch presentations are 1 2:00 pm to 1 :00 pm in 
the kitchen of the Commodities Building 

58650 Sink Road 
Dowagiac, Ml 49047 


For more information and to RSVP, contact Marcy 
Herbert at (269) 782-2472 or marcy.herbert@ 
pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


GYANKOBJEGEMEN 

STAY CONNECTED 

OO® 

POKAGON.COM 






10 


Pokegnek Yajdanawa Bbon gises 201 5 


Notice of Open Positions I Ethics Board 

POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Tribal Cou ncil is seeking letters of interest 
and resumes from Pokagon Band citizens interested in serving on the 
Pokagon Band Ethics Board. There are two (2) seats available on the Ethics 
Board. The Ethics Board, a five member Board, is an instrumentality of the 
Pokagon Band government created by the Pokagon Band Ethics Code in 
fulfillment of Article XVII, Section 3 of the Pokagon Band Constitution. The 
Ethics Board is responsible for ensuring compliance with the Ethics Code by 
Pokagon Band officials and employees. 

TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for 
and attend Ethics Board meetings and perform the business of the Ethics 
Board will vary. The Ethics Board meets approximately once each month, 
depending on the needs of the Board, and will meet at additional times as 
may be needed to address ethics complaints and other specific matters. 
Typically, meetings are held in the evening on weekdays at various locations. 
Ethics Board members will be expected to spend several additional hours 
per month preparing for Board meetings or engaged in other Ethics Board 
activities. On average, an Ethics Board member can anticipate a total time 
commitment of approximately 4 hours per month, outside of any travel time. 

COMPENSATION. Eth ics Board members will be compensated as 
independent contractors in the amount of $1 50 for each meeting and in 
the amount of $50 for each hour that a Board meeting exceeds three hours 
in length. In addition, Board members will be entitled to reimbursement for 
mileage when using personal vehicles to attend meetings and for other Ethics 
Board business, in accordance with the Pokagon Band’s Travel Policy. 

ELIGIBILITY. In orde r to be eligible for appointment to the Ethics Board, 
one must meet the following minimum qualifications: 

(a) A bachelor's degree from an accredited college or university or ten (10) 
years of professional level work experience in relevant areas, such as 
law, law enforcement, accounting or finance, business management, 
regulatory and governmental affairs. Advanced degrees and 
certifications, such as Certified Public Accountant, Juris Doctorate, and 
Master of Business Administration are preferred, but not required; 

(b) Demonstrated experience in conducting investigations, analyzing and 
preparing findings and presenting summaries; 

(c) Demonstrated experience in reviewing and interpreting laws, regulations, 
contracts, and various professional level reports, including financial 
reports; 

(d) Strong interpersonal, oral, and written communication skills; and 

(e) Demonstrated ability to act with impartiality and to deal fairly, effectively 
and efficiently with situations requiring fact finding and dispute 
resolution skills. 

In addition, no person is able to serve on the Ethics Board if he or she is: 

(a) Not a Pokagon Band citizen; 

(b) Under the age of twenty-one; 

(c) A Public Official or Public Employee; 

(d) Employed, in any capacity, by the Pokagon Gaming Authority or Mno- 
Bmadsen, provided, however, that this shall not include independent 
contractors or volunteers of such entities; or 


(e) Employed or otherwise serves in a position with responsibilities that 
create a conflict of interest or the appearance of a conflict of interest 
with the duties and responsibilities of the Board, as determined by the 
Selection Committee. This subsection does not automatically prevent a 
Pokagon Band citizen from being appointed. 

TERM. The term of office for an Ethics Board member is three years. 

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Appoi ntments to the Ethics Board are 
made by the Tribal Council upon the recommendation of a selection 
committee composed of the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the 
Tribal Council and the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the Elders 
Council. All persons recommended by the selection committee who wish 
to be considered for appointment to the Ethics Board must be present at 
the meeting at which the Tribal Council will review the written statements 
of interest and resumes; provided, however, that the Tribal Council may 
for good cause waive this requirement. Any person recommended by the 
selection committee who believes that good cause exists to not attend such 
Tribal Council meeting should contact the Executive Secretary to the Tribal 
Council, who will share the information with the Tribal Council. Please note 
that the Tribal Council has not yet established the meeting date at which it 
will consider appointments to the Ethics Board. 

HOWTO APPLY. Poka gon Band citizens who wish to be considered for 
appointment to the Ethics Board must submit a letter of interest along with a 
current resume, by one of the following three methods: 

Mail: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
P.O. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
Email: Kelly.Curran@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

As stated above, the selection committee will make a recommendation to 
the Tribal Council regarding the appointments. Therefore, the selection 
committee may conduct or cause to be conducted on its behalf, an initial 
screening of those seeking appointment, solely to determine whether the 
potential appointee meets the minimum qualifications for appointment to the 
Ethics Board. 

Please note that if you have previously sought appointment to the Ethics 
Board pursuant to any previous posting, and you are still interested in 
seeking appointment to the Ethics Board, you must reapply as provided in 
this Notice. 

QUESTIONS. Ethics Board, the Ethics Code, or this Notice may be directed 
to Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to the Tribal Council at (269) 782-6323 
or Kelly.Curran@pokagonband-nsn.gov. Additionally, you may visit the Ethics 
Board section of the Pokagon Band’s website atwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
government/boards/ethics-board. Also, a copy of the Ethics Code may be 
obtained from the Pokagon Band’s website atwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
govern ment/codes-and-ordinances. 

DEADLINE. This posting will remain open until filled. 
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Notice of Open Alternate Position | Traditions/Repatriations Committee 


POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Poka gon Band Tribal Council is seeking 
letters of interest and resumes from Pokagon Band Citizens for one (1 ) 
alternate member (‘‘Alternate member”) on the Pokagon Band Traditions/ 
Repatriation Committee (the “Committee”). The Committee has the 
responsibility of advising the Band on cultural issues, and for reviewing and 
acting on repatriation issues on behalf of the Band. The Committee works 
closely with the Department of Language and Culture, and serves as the 
advisory body to the Pokagon Band Historic Preservation Office (THPO). 

TIME COMMITMENT. The Com mittee meets approximately once each 
month to address general cultural issues and once per month to address 
issues with the THPO. The time commitment required to prepare for and 
attend Committee meetings and perform the business of the Committee will 
vary. The Committee may also meet at additional times as needed to fulfill 
Committee duties. Alternate Members are expected to attend all Committee 
meetings and will be seated and vote in the absence of a Committee member. 
Committee meetings are typically held at the Band’s Administration Building 
located at 58620 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Michigan. 

COMPENSATION. Alternate members may be compensated as 
independent contractors for service to the Committee at rates established by 
the Tribal Council, only if seated at a Committee meeting in the absence of 
a Committee member. Currently, Committee members are compensated in 
the amount of $75 per Committee meeting. In addition, Alternate members 
are entitled to reimbursement for mileage when using their personal vehicle 
to attend meetings and for other Committee business in accordance with the 
Band’s Travel Policy. 

ELIGIBILITY. All persons who wish to serve as an Alternate member of 
the Traditions/Repatriation Committee must be a Band citizen and have an 
interest in and respect for the traditions, culture, history, and language of 
the Pokagon Band and the Potawatomi Nation. Familiarity with the cultural 
teachings and practices of the Potawatomi is appreciated. Prospective 
Alternate members must be flexible in meeting times and locations, and be 
able to handle several projects at once. 



GYANKOBJEGEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 
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POKACON.COM 


DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

THE EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAM 


Gtviktve'funei 

Pokagon Band Hollg 


Saturday, December 5, 201 5 
11 :00 am -2:00 PM 
Community Center 

27043 Potawatomi Trail | Dowagiac, Ml 49047 





Bring the family to enjoy some holiday shopping, craftjf, 
refreshments, and meet Santa! A I 

In order for your child to receive a small gift from Santa, please 
register onlin^by November 25 




For a description of the fuJ£ meaning behind Gwikwe’amen, please see 
www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/departments/education 





APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Alternate members are appointed by the 
Tribal Council. All persons who wish to be considered for appointment to 
the Committee must be present at the meeting at which the Tribal Council 
will review the letters of interest and resumes; provided, however, that the 
Tribal Council may, for good cause, waive this requirement. Any person who 
believes that good cause exists to not attend such meeting should contact 
the Executive Secretary to the Tribal Council, who will share the information 
with the Tribal Council. Please note that the Tribal Council has not yet 
established the meeting date at which it will consider appointments to the 
Committee. 

TERM. There is no fixed term for Alternate members. Additionally, there 
is no limit to the number of terms an Alternate Member can serve on the 
Committee. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As a Public Official, Alternate members are 
subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the Code of Ethics 
may be obtained by contacting Kelly Curran, Tribal Council Executive 
Secretary at (888) 376-9988 or by visiting the Band’s website, www. 
pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

HOW TO APPLY. Please submit letters of interest along with a current 
resume to: 

Mail: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
P.O. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
Email: Kelly.Curran@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

DEADLINE. This posting shall remain open until filled. 

QUESTIONS. All questions concerning the Committee or this notice maybe 
directed to Kevin Daugherty at kevin.daugherty@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


December 5 + 6, 201 5 
1 1 :00 am-4:00 PM 
Language + Culture Workshop 

58653 Sink Road I Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

Join Barbara Ann Warren for this mitten making class. The first come, first serve class is limited 
to 25 people and the cost is $25 per person. You must RSVP by November 24 to guarantee your 
spot in class. 

Payment for class is due at time of RSVP and we will void your place in class if payment is not 
received by November 30. A waiting list will begin after the first 25 people to RSVP. Next on list 
after a cancellation will be called and given the option to start first class. You must make both 
classes. Material for uncompleted mittens will not be permitted to leave the class until last day. 

Please contact Patty Jo Kublick or Language and Culture to confirm your spot at 
(269) 462-4325 or pattyjo.kublick@pokagonband-nsn.gov. Migwech! 







Bbon gises Dc 


Ne'me gizhek SUNDAY 

Ngot gizhek MONDAY 

Nizh gizhek TUESDAY 

Apta gizhek \ 



1 

Lean Lunch 

L&C Youth After School Program 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

L&C Hartford Languaj 
Zumba 

L&C Dowagiac Drumm 

6 

L&C Mitten Making Workshop 

Art Extravaganza 

7 

Fit Kids 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

Circuit Training 

8 

Lean Lunch 

L&C Youth After School Program 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

L&C Hartford Langua^ 
Zumba 

L&C Dowagiac Drumm 

13 

Christmas Basket Distribution 

EDU Holiday Fun Day 

Exclusive Pokagon CirqueDreams 
Holidazeshow 

14 

Fit Kids 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

Circuit Training 

15 

Lean Lunch 

L&C Youth After School Program 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

PHS Healthy Lunch pr< 
L&C Hartford Languaj 
Zumba 

20 

21 

Fit Kids 

L&C Elders Language Class 

PHS Blood Drive 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

Circuit Training 

22 

Lean Lunch 

L&C Youth After School Program 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

L&C Hartford Langua^ 
Zumba 

27 

.... 28 
Fit Kids 

L&C Elders Language Class 

Auricular Acupuncture 

Zumba 

Circuit Training 

29 

Lean Lunch 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

L&C Early Start Language Class 

L&C Hartford Langua; 
Zumba 

L&C Dowagiac Drumm 






member 201 5 


VEDNESDAY 

Nycw gizhek THU RS DAY 

Nyano gizhek FRIDAY 

Odanke gizhek SATURDAY 

*e Class 

ng Class 

Fit Kids 

Lean Lunch 

EDU Elders Workshop: Personal Development 
L&C Basics of Potawatomi Language Class 
L&C South Bend Language Class 

Circuit Training 

4 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

L&C Mitten Making Workshop 

EDU Gwikweamen Holly Fair 

9 

*e Class 

'ng Class 

10 

Fit Kids 

Lean Lunch 

Mishkowze: Drugged + Drunk Driving 
Prevention Awareness 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

L&C Basics of Potawatomi Language Class 
Circuit Training 

11 

Christmas Basket Distribution 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

12 

Christmas Basket Distribution 

Tribal Council Meeting 

16 

ssentation 
yz Class 

17 

Fit Kids 

Lean Lunch 

L&C South Bend Language Class 

L&C Basics of Potawatomi Language Class 
Circuit Training 

18 

Red Road to Recovery Croup 

19 

Bear Clan Winter Ceremonies 

L&C Winter Solstice Celebration 
& Round Dance 

23 

>e Class 

24 

Government offices closed in observation of 
the Christmas holiday 

25 

Government offices closed in observation of 
the Christmas holiday 

26 

n 30 

yz Class 

ing Class 

31 

Government offices closed in observation of 
the New Year holiday 

Jan 1 

Government offices closed in observation of 
the New Year holiday 

Jan 2 


Please visit www.PokagonBand-nsn.gov/calendar or call (800) 5 1 7-0777 for more details on these events. 
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Notice of Open Positions I Family Welfare Commission 

POSITION DESCRIPTION. In order to protect the best interests of our 
children, the Pokagon Band Tribal Council formed the Family Welfare 
Commission by ordinance and resolution, on November6, 2001 . The 
Commission was designed, not only, to protect the best interests of Pokagon 
Band children, but also to: Promote the stability and security of Pokagon 
Band families; Recommend to the judicial and administrative agencies 
involved, a course of action for the guidance and care of Pokagon Band 
children which mosf preserves fhe unity of fhe family; Recommend actions 
that will best serve the cultural, spiritual, emotional, mental and physical 
welfare of the child; Recommend a continuum of services for Pokagon Band 
children and theirfamilies with emphasis whenever possible on prevention, 
early intervention, and community based alternatives; Recognize and 
acknowledge the cultural traditions of the Pokagon Band for child-rearing 
and family preservation. The Family Welfare Commission Ordinance is 
available at the following internet address: www.pokagon.com under Tribal 
Codes and Ordinances. 

COMPENSATION. Fa mily Welfare Commissioners, appointed at-large 
are compensated as independent contractors in the amount of $1 50, 
for attending each Family Welfare Commission meeting. In addition, 
Commission members are entitled to reimbursement for mileage when 
using personal vehicles to attend meetings and for other Family Welfare 
Commission business. 

QUALIFICATIONS OF COMMISSIONERS. 

A. A Commissioner may not also be a member of Tribal Council. 

B. An individual considered for appointment must be an enrolled Tribal 
member, at least 1 8 years of age, with knowledge and experience 
demonstrated through educational, occupational or volunteer activities in 
the following areas: 

1. childhood education; 

2. childhood development; 

3. Pokagon Band or other tribal customs and traditions pertaining 
to child rearing; 

4. governmental and private programs to assist children and families 
in need; and 

5. individual and family dysfunction, the types, causes, and treatment. 

C. Neither an employee nor the spouse of an employee of the Band or of the 
federal government, or a state or local government, who is involved with 
or possibly involved, with the delivery of services relating to child welfare 
matters within the scope of the Commission duties and authority may be 
appointed or serve as a Commissioner. 

D. Immediate family members, as defined in the Pokagon Band Child 
Protection Code, of any family may not serve simultaneously on the 
Commission. 


REQUIREMENTS FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE COMMISSION. 

A. Commissioners must sign and abide by a statement acknowledging the 
standards of confidentiality required for serving as a Commissioner. 

B. Commissioners must submit to and pass a background check conducted 
by the Tribal Police Department subject to such written guidelines or 
procedures as may be established by the Tribal Police Department. 

The background check serves the purpose of assisting the Tribal 
Council in determining whether a prospective Commissioner could 
pose any risk to the safety or welfare of a child or may otherwise be 
unsuitable for appointmentto the Commission. The background check 
shall include the Commissioner’s criminal history, including any arrest 
record and history of investigation by State Systems for suspected child 
abuse or neglect. A background check shall be conducted prior to the 
appointment or re-appointment of every Commissioner. 

C. Neither an employee nor the spouse of an employee of the Band or of the 
federal government, or a state or local government, who is involved with 
or possibly involved, with the delivery of services relating to child welfare 
matters within the scope of the Commission duties and authority may be 
appointed or serve as a Commissioner. 

D. Immediate family members, as defined in the Pokagon Band Child 
Protection Code, of any family may not serve simultaneously on the 
Commission. 

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Appoi ntments to the Family Welfare 
Commission are made byTribal Commission. Each Commissionershall serve 
a term of three (3) years. 

HOW TO APPLY. Please submit application, which may be obtained 
through the Department of Social Services fo: 

Mail: Mark Pompey, Director of Social Services 
58620 Sink Road 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Questions concerning the Family Welfare Commission, may be directed to 
the Director of Social Services, Mark Pompey, at (269) 462-4277 or mark. 
pompey@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As Public Officials, Family Welfare 
Commissioners are subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics, which 
includes certain limitations in § 8.1 5 on appointments and employment 
applicable to Public Officials. A copy of the Code of Ethics may be obtained 
by contacting Kelly Curran, Tribal Council Executive Secretary at (888) 376- 
9988 or Edward Williams at (269) 783-0970 

DEADLINE. This posting will remain open until filled. 
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Notice of Open Positions I Pokagon Rights Board 

POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Poka gon Band Tribal Council is seeking 
letters of interest and resumes from Pokagon Band citizens interested in 
serving on the Pokagon Rights Board (the “Board”). There is one Alternate 
Member position that is currently vacant. The Board is an instrumentality 
of the Pokagon Band government that was created through enactment of 
the Pokagon Rights Board Code (the “Code”). As provided in the Code, the 
Board’s duties include: (a) researching and investigating aboriginal rights, 
treaty rights and sacred sites; (b) compiling and cataloging information and 
documents related to aboriginal rights, treaty rights and sacred sites; and (c) 
making recommendations to the Tri ba I Council regarding aboriginal rights, 
treaty rights and sacred sites. The Board is comprised of five persons as 
follows: (a) the Director of the Band’s Department of Natural Resources; and 
(b) four Pokagon Band citizens. Additionally, the Board has two Alternate 
Members who are also expected to attend all Board meetings and will be 
seated and vote in the absence of a Board Member. The Code is available 
on the Pokagon Band’s website atwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/ 
codes-and-ordinances. 

TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for and 
attend Board meetings and perform the business of the Board will vary. The 
Board meets approximately once each month and at additional times as may 
be needed to fulfill Board duties. Board Members and Alternate Members 
are expected to attend all Board meetings, which are typically held in the 
evening, during the week at the Band’s administrative offices located at 
58620 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Michigan. 

COMPENSATION. Board Members and Alternate Members are 
independent contractors and compensated for service to the Board at 
rates established by the Tribal Council. Currently, Board Members are 
compensated in the amount of $1 50 per Board meeting. Alternate 
Members are compensated only if seated at a Board meeting in the absence 
of a Board Member. Board Members and Alternate Members are entitled 
to reimbursement for mileage when using their personal vehicle to attend 
meetings and for other Board business in accordance with the Band’s 
Travel Policy. 

ELIGIBILITY. All persons who wish to serve as Board Member or Alternate 
Member must be a Pokagon Band citizen who: (a) is at least twenty-five (25) 
years of age; and (b) possesses expertise, knowledge, skills, and professional 
and personal experience which will contribute to the fulfillment of fhe 
purposes and duties of fhe Board. 


ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As Public Officials, Board Members and 
Alternate Members are subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy 
of the Code of Ethics may be obtained by from the Pokagon Band’s website 
at www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/codes-and-ordinances. 

HOW TO APPLY. Poka gon Band citizens who wish to be considered for 
appointment to the Board, either as a Board Member or Alternate Member, 
must submit a letter of interest (identifying whether you are seeking a Board 
Member or Alternate Member position) along with a current resume, by one 
of the following three methods: 

Mail: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
P.O. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
Email: Kelly.Curran@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Please note that if you have previously sought appointment to the Board 
pursuant to any previous posting, and you are still interested in seeking 
appointment to the Board, you must reapply as provided in this Notice. 

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Board Members and Alternate Members 
are appointed by the Tribal Council. All persons who wish to be considered 
for appointment must be present at the meeting at which the Tribal Council 
will review the letters of interest and resumes, provided that the Tribal 
Council may for good cause waive this requirement. Any person who 
believes that good cause exists to not attend such meeting should contact 
the Tribal Council Executive Secretary who will share the information with 
the Tribal Council. 

TERM. Term of office for Alternate Members is three years. There is no limit 
to the number of terms one may serve. 

DEADLINE. Th is posting will remain open until filled. 

QUESTIONS. All questions concerning the Board, the Code, or this Notice 
may be directed to Steve Winchester, Council Member and Board Chairman, 
at (269) 591 -01 1 9 or Steve.Winchester@PokagonBand-nsn.gov. 


Guidelines for Pokegnek Yajdanawa Submissions 


Enrolled citizens of the Pokagon Band are encouraged to submit original 
letters, stories, pictures, poetry, and announcements for publication in Pokegnek 
Yajdanawa. Submissions shall be the views and product of the submitting member. 
Submissions written by or to a third-party, such as the governor or a congressman, 
and copied to Pokegnek Yajdanawa are not original. 

Anonymous or “name withheld” submissions will not be published. Members 
shall include their tribal enrollment number, full name, and mailing address 
with all newsletter submissions. Tribal enrollment number and mailing address 
will be used for verification purposes and will not be published, unless member 
specifically requests to have it published. 

Newsletter staff will contact members should any reason arise that may delay or 
prevent posting of newsletter submissions. To ensure timely communication with 
members regarding their newsletter submissions, members may choose to provide 
additional contact information such as a phone number or e-mail address. Phone 
numbers, e-mail addresses, and other provided contact information will not be 
published, unless member specifically requests to have it published. 


Not all submissions are guaranteed publication upon submission. Newsletter 

staff reserves the right to refuse submissions based on the following criteria; 

1 . False, misleading, or defamatory; 

2. Discriminatory, sexist, racist, demeaning, insulting, or otherwise 
offensive to another; 

3. Threatening, harassing, intimidating, or otherwise may tend 
to produce fear; 

4. Profane, obscene, pornographic, indecent, or patently offensive 
to the average user; 

5. Disruptive to the office, undermining of the Band’s or a supervisor’s authority, 
or impairing of working relationships; and 

6. Absolutely no political campaigning is allowed. 
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Notice of Open Alternate Positions I Land Use Board 

POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Pokagon Band Tribal Council is seeking 
letters of interest and resumes from Pokagon Band Citizens to fill fwo (2) 
Alternate Member positions on the Pokagon Band Land Use Board (the 
"Board”). The Board is an instrumentality of the Pokagon Band government 
that was created by the enactment of fhe Pokagon Band Land Use and 
Conservation Code (the "Code”). As provided in the Code, the Board’s 
duties include: (a) researching, preparing and making recommendations to 
the Tribal Council regarding the classification, reclassification, transfer and 
acquisition of Pokagon Band land; and (b) researching and developing a Long 
Term Land Acquisition and Development Plan to guide future growth and to 
establish goals and priorities for the use of Pokagon Band land. The Board is 
comprised of five (5) Board Members and two (2) Alternate Members. 

TIME COMMITMENT. The Board meets approximately once each month 
and at additional times as may be needed to fulfill Board duties. Board 
Members and Alternate Members are expected to attend all Board meetings, 
and Alternate Members will be seated and vote in the absence of a Board 
Member(s). Board meetings are typically held at 3:30 p.m. at the Band’s 
administrative offices located at 58620 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Michigan. 
Board Members and Alternate Members also are expected to spend several 
additional hours per month preparing for Board meetings or engaging in 
other Board activities. The Land Use and Conservation Code is available 
on the Pokagon Band’s website atwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/ 
codes-and-ordinances. 

COMPENSATION. Alternate Members may be compensated as 
independent contractors for service to the Board, at rates established by the 
Tribal Council, only if seated at a Board meeting in the absence of a Board 
Member. In addition, Alternate Members are entitled to reimbursement for 
mileage when using their personal vehicle to attend meetings and for other 
Board business in accordance with the Band’s Travel Policy. 

ELIGIBILITY. All persons who wish to serve as an Alternate Member of the 
Board must: (a) be a Pokagon Band Citizen; (b) be at least twenty-five (25) 
years of age; and (c) possess expertise, knowledge, skills, and professional 
and personal experience which will contribute to the fulfillment of the 
purposes and duties of the Board. 


Notice of Open Position | Chi Ishobak, Inc. 

POSITION DESCRIPTION. Chi Ishobak is seeking letters of interest 
from Pokagon Band citizens to serve as a member of the Chi Ishobak Board 
of Directors. Chi Ishobak is a Native Community Development Financial 
Institution (CDFI) that serves the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians 
whose mission is to provide Tribal citizens with access to affordable capital 
for small-business loans, small-business development, consumer loans, 
and individual financial development through collaborative and education- 
oriented lending services, and to practice responsible lending in order to 
protect loan capital for future generations of Tribal citizens. The Board 
meets approximately once a month, depending on the needs of the Board. 
Meetings are held on the third Thursday of each month at the Chi Ishobak 
office in the Community Center. 

COMPENSATION. Chi Ishobak Board of Directors does not receive 
compensation. Board members will be entitled to reimbursement for mileage 
when using personal vehicles fo attend meetings. 


APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Alternate Members are appointed by the 
Tribal Council. All persons who wish to be considered for appointment to the 
Board must be present at the meeting at which the Tribal Council will review 
the letters of interest and resumes; provided, however, that the Tribal Council 
may for good cause waive this requirement. Any person who believes that 
good cause exists to not attend such meeting should contact the Executive 
Secretary to the Tribal Council, who will share the information with the Tribal 
Council. Please note that the Tribal Council has not yet established the 
meeting date at which it will consider appointments to the Board. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As Public Officials, Alternate Members are 
subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of fhe Code of Ethics 
may be obtained from the Band’s website atwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
govern ment/codes-and-ordi nances 

HOWTO APPLY. Poka gon Band citizens who wish to be considered for 
appointment to the Board, either as a Board Member or Alternate Member, 
must submit a letter of interest (identifying whether you are seeking a Board 
Member or Alternate Member position) along with a current resume, by one 
of the following three methods: 

Mail: Jessica Swisher, Tribal Council Administrative Assistant 
P.O. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Jessica Swisher, Tribal Council Administrative Assistant 
Email: Jessica.Swisher@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Please note that if you have previously sought appointment to the Board 
pursuant to any previous posting, and you are still interested in seeking 
appointment to the Board, you must reapply as provided in this Notice. 

DEADLINE. This posting will remain open until filled. 

QUESTIONS. All questions concerning the Board, the Land Use and 
Conservation Code, or this Notice may be directed to Steve Winchester, 
Council Member and Land Use Board Chairman at (269) 591-01 1 9 or Steve. 
Winchester@PokagonBand-nsn.gov 


appointmentprocess.au d irectors will be appointed by the existing 
Directors in office. 

HOW TO APPLY. Please submit letters of interest along with a current 
resume to: 

Mail: Joe Silvia, Chi Ishobak Secretary/Treasurer 
P.O. Box 766 

Dowagiac, Michigan 49047 

DEADLINE. The letter of interest and resume must be received by 4:00 p.m. 
January 1 5, 2016. 
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Notice of Open Alternate Positions I Pokagon Promise Committee 


POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Poka gon Band Tribal Council is seeking 
letter of interest from Pokagon Band Citizens to fill 1 seat on the Pokagon 
Promise Committee (1 Alternate). The Pokagon Promise Committee is 
responsible for assuring that Tradifiona I Native American philosophy be a 
part of all Departments of the Pokagon Band. A main goal is to assure a level 
playing field between community institutions and the Band. The Pokagon 
Promise Committee meets the third Monday of the month at 5:30 p.m. at 
the Administration Building. Including meeting preparation, other Pokagon 
Promise Committee business, and time spent at meetings, members will 
spend approximately 2 hours per month to fulfill their responsibilities. The 
responsibilities of the positions being filled include: 

(a) One position is open on this committee. Members must have 
sufficient background to be able to contribute to development of 
programs and services within the Tribe. As important is the melding 
of Native services with those in the broader community. 

(b) The position is an Alternate position to fill in when a quorum cannot 
be established. 

COMPENSATION. Poka gon’s Promise Committee members are 
compensated as independent contractors in the amount of $75.00 per 
meeting unless the individual holds Chairperson Position ($1 1 2.50 or 
Secretary position $93.75). In addition, Pokagon Promise Committee 
members are entitled to reimbursement for mileage when using personal 
vehicles to attend meetings and for other Pokagon Promise Committee 
business. 

ELIGIBILITY. To serve as a member of the Pokagon Promise Committee, a 
Band member must be a tribal citizen in good standing. 

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Poka gon Promise Committee members are 
appointed to office by the Tribal Council. There is currently 1 seat on the 
Pokagon’s Promise Committee. 

Please note that if you have previously sought appointment to the Pokagon 
Promise Committee pursuant to any previous posting announcing a vacancy, 
and you are still interested in seeking appointment to the Pokagon’s Promise 
Committee you must reapply as provided in this notice. 


HOW TO APPLY. Poka gon Band citizens who wish to be considered for 
appointment to the Board, either as a Board Member or Alternate Member, 
must submit a letter of interest (identifying whether you are seeking a Board 
Member or Alternate Member position) along with a current resume, by one 
of the following three methods: 

Mail: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
P.O. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
Email: Kelly.Curran@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Questions concerning the Pokagon Promise Committee or this Notice may 
be directed to Kelly Curran at 1 (8880 376-9988 or by e-mail at Kelly.Curran@ 
pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

DEADLINE. This posting will remain open until filled. 

QUESTIONS. All questions concerning the Board, the Land Use and 
Conservation Code, or this Notice may be directed to Steve Winchester, 
Council Member and Land Use Board Chairman at (269) 591-01 1 9 or Steve. 
Winchester@PokagonBand-nsn.gov 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As a Public Official, Pokagon Promise 
Committee members are subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A 
copy of the Code of Ethics may be obtained by contacting Kelly Curran, 

Tribal Council Executive Secretary at 1 (888) 376-9988 or by visiting the 
Band’s website. 


Notice of Open Position | Traditions/Repatriations Committee 


POSITION DESCRIPTION. The Poka gon Band Tribal Council is seeking 
letters of interest and resumes from Pokagon Band Citizens for two 
(2) Committee member positions and one (1 ) alternate position on the 
Pokagon Band Traditions/Repatriation Committee (the “Committee”). The 
Committee has the responsibility of advising the Band on cultural issues, and 
for reviewing and acting on repatriation issues on behalf of the Tribe. The 
Committee works closely with the Department of Language and Culture, 
and serves as the advisory body to the Pokagon Band Historic Preservation 
Office (THPO). 

TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for and 
attend Committee meetings and perform the business of the Committee 
will vary. The Committee meets approximately once each month to address 
general cultural issues and once per month to address issues with the 
THPO. The Committee may also meet at additional times as needed to 
fulfill Committee duties. Committee Members are expected to attend all 
Committee meetings, which are typically held at the Band’s Administration 
Building located at 58620 Sink Road, Dowagiac, Michigan. 

COMPENSATION. Committee Members are independent contractors and 
compensated for service fo fhe Committee at rates established by the Tribal 
Council. Currently, Committee Members are compensated in the amount of 
$75 per Committee meeting. In addition, Committee members are entitled 
to reimbursement for mileage when using their personal vehicle to attend 
meetings and for other Committee business in accordance with the Band’s 
Travel Policy. 

ELIGIBILITY. All persons who wish to serve as a Member or Alternate of 
the Traditions/Repatriation Committee must have an interest in and respect 
for the traditions, culture, history, and language of the Pokagon Band and 
the Potawatomi Nation. Familiarity with the cultural teachings and practices 
of the Potawatomi is appreciated. Prospective members must be flexible in 
meeting times and locations, and be able to handle several projects at once. 


APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Com mittee Members are appointed by the 
Tribal Council. All persons who wish to be considered for appointment to 
the Committee must be present at the meeting at which the Tribal Council 
will review the letters of interest and resumes; provided, however, that the 
Tribal Council may for good cause waive this requirement. Any person who 
believes that good cause exists to not attend such meeting should contact 
the Executive Secretary to the Tribal Council, who will share the information 
with the Tribal Council. Please note that the Tribal Council has not yet 
established the meeting date at which it will consider appointments to the 
Committee. 

TERM. There is no limit to the number of terms a member can serve on the 
Committee. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENTS. As a Public Official, Committee members 
are subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy of the Code of 
Ethics may be obtained by contacting Kelly Curran, Tribal Council Executive 
Secretary at (888) 376-9988 or by visiting the Band’s website, www. 
pokagonband-nsn.gov. 

HOW TO APPLY. Please submit letters of interest along with a current 
resume to: 

Mail: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
P.O. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
Email: Kelly.Curran@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

DEADLINE. This posting shall remain open until filled. 

QUESTIONS. All questions concerning the Committee or this notice maybe 
directed to Kevin Daugherty at kevin.daugherty@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 
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Notice of Open Positions I Election Board 

The Tribal Council is seeking letters of interest and resumes from Pokagon 
Band citizens who are interested in filling one Alternate member position 
on the Election Board. The Alternate member appointment is for an 
approximately three year term that will expire January 3 1 , 201 9. Provided 
below is information regarding the Election Board and how to be considered 
for an appointment. 

ELECTION BOARD AND ITS RESPONSIBILITIES. The Election Board 
is a five person Board with two Alternates whose members are appointed 
by the Tribal Council. The Election Board is responsible for conducting 
Pokagon Band elections, maintaining a list of registered voters, and reviewing 
membership petitions, initiatives, and referendums. Alternate members are 
expected to attend all Board meetings and will be seated and vote in the 
absence of a Board member. 

QUALIFICATIONS. To be eligible for appointment to the Election Board, 
either as a Board member or Alternate member, a Pokagon Band citizen 
must: 

1. Be an eligible voter of the Band; 

2. Be at least twenty-five (25) years of age; 

3. Not be incarcerated for any criminal conviction; 

4. Not be presently a member of or candidate for Tri ba I Council, the 
Tribal Judiciary, the Ethics Board, orthe Salary Commission; and 

5. Not have been convicted within the last ten (10) years of a crime 
subject to imprisonment for a term of one (1 ) year or longer, 
excepting those crimes determined by the Election Board to relate to 
the furtherance of the Band’s tribal sovereignty rights. 

APPOINTMENT PROCESS. Election Board members and Alternate 
members are appointed by the Tribal Council. All persons who wish to be 
considered for appointment must be present at the meeting at which the 
Tribal Council will review the letters of interest and resumes, provided that 
the Tribal Council may for good cause waive this requirement. Any person 
who believes that good cause exists to not attend such meeting should 
contact the Tribal Council Executive Secretary who will share the information 
with the Tribal Council. Prior to any appointment, Tribal Council will make 
a determination whether the interested person meets the qualifications 
required to serve on the Election Board. In order to make this determination, 
all persons seeking appointment to the Election Board must undergo a 
limited criminal background checkto be performed by the Pokagon Band 
Tribal Police to ensure that the candidate meets the qualifications to serve 
on the Election Board. Thus, all persons interested in an appointment must 
complete an Authorization to Conduct Criminal Background. You must 
contact Kateri Dayson or Katy Morseau, the Election Clerks, at (269) 
782-9475 or (888) 782-9475 to obtain an Authorization to Conduct 
Criminal Background Check Form. 

TIME COMMITMENT. The time commitment required to prepare for 
and attend Election Board meetings, conduct elections, and perform the 
business of the Election Board will vary. The Election Board is typically more 
active during the time leading up to and during the General Election and 


Elders Election. Additionally, there may be Referendums, Special Elections, 
Petitions, and Recalls that will require Election Board action. General 
Elections occur on the second Saturday of July and Elders Council Elections 
occur on the second Saturday of November. The dates of the Election 
Board meetings vary, but typically occur after 5:00 p.m. and are held at the 
Pokagon Band’s administrative offices at 58620 Sink Road in Dowagiac, 
Michigan. On average, a Board member or Alternate member can anticipate 
a time commitment of approximately 1 0 to 25 hours per month, with the 
busiest time being the months of May, June, July, September, October, and 
November. 

COMPENSATION. Board members and Alternate members are 
independent contractors and are compensated for service to the Board at 
rates established by the Tribal Council. Board members receive a stipend 
for each meeting and Election attended. The amount of the stipend varies, 
depending on the seat held, however, Board members receive a minimum 
stipend of $1 50 per meeting. Alternate members are compensated only 
if seated at a Board meeting in the absence of a Board member. Board 
members and alternates are entitled to reimbursement for mileage when 
using their personal vehicle to attend meetings and for other Board business 
in accordance with the Pokagon Band’s Travel Policy. 

ETHICS REQUIREMENT. As Public Officials, Board members and 
Alternate members are subject to the Pokagon Band Code of Ethics. A copy 
of the Code of Ethics may be obtained from the Pokagon Band’s website at 
www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/codes-and-ordinances. 

TERM. The term of office for an Ethics Board member is three years. 

HOW TO APPLY. Plf you are interested in serving on the Election Board, 
you must provide a written statement of interest (identifying whether you are 
seeking a Board member or Alternate member position) along with a current 
resume, and a completed Authorization to Conduct Criminal Background, by 
one of the following three methods: 

Mail: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
P.O. Box 1 80 
Dowagiac, Michigan 

Fax: (269) 782-9625 

Attn: Kelly Curran, Executive Secretary to Tribal Council 
Email: Kelly.Curran@Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Please note that if you have previously sought appointment to the Board 
pursuant to any previous posting, and you are still interested in seeking 
appointment to the Board, you must reapply as provided in this Notice. 

QUESTIONS. If you have questions concerning the Election Board, please 
contact the Election Board office at (269) 782-9475 or (888) 782-9475. For 
additional information about the Election Board and the election process, 
you may also consult the Band’s Election Code, which is posted on the Band’s 
website atwww.pokagonband-nsn.gov/government/codes-and-ordinances. 

DEADLINE. This posting will remain open until both positions are filled. 
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POKAGON BAND OF POTAWATOMI 

POKACON HEALTH SERVICES 

CLINIC 
EXPANDING SERVICES 


Pokagon Health Services Clinic will soon serve 
tribal spouses and employees of the Pokagon Band 
government, Four Winds Casino, and Mno Bmadsen 
and their immediate family members. 

Fee for service and/or co-pay will be the non-native 
patient’s responsibility and is due at the time of service 
in the clinic. 

PHS Clinic is compiling a list of non-native family 
members, employees, and employee families who 
have interest in transitioning care on a first-come, 
first-serve basis. Pre-interest registration forms can 
be picked up at Pokagon Health Services. 


Please contact PHS at (269) 782-41 41 for more details or 
one-to-one consultations about medication questions and 
the new services offered. 



OO© 





Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Department of Language & Culture 

Native Nations Youth Council 


Pokagon Band Native Nations Youth Council encourages all Pokagon youth 
who are seeking to contribute to their community as well as to Indian Country 
to join. 

As a Pokagon youth between the ages of 1 2 to 24 you can be a representative 
voice and further your development as a future tribal leader. 

Junior and Senior Youth Councils meet on the second Saturday of each month 
between the times of 1 0:00 am to 2:00 pm. Meeting locations are announced 
on the Pokagon Band website. 


Please contact Rebecca Williams to join or for more information at 
(269) 783-9265 or rebecca.williams@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


CYANKOBJECEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 

OO© 

POKACON.COM 










Elders Lunch Menu | Bbon gises December 



_ to CD 

8 } = - 2 > 8 = 
2 o o qj o 
>UUQo^ 


PLEASE CALL THE DAY BEFORE if you are not a regular attendee for meals. (269) 782-0765 or (800) 859-2717. Meals subject to change. Meal service begins at 
1 2:00 Noon. Note: milk, tea, coffee, water, and Crystal Light beverages served with every meal. Also, lettuce, tomato, and onion served with sandwiches and burgers. 

Business meetings are held at the Community Center. Business and social luncheons are potlucks. Please bring a dish to pass. 






















December 201 5 y Pokegnek Yajdanawa 


21 


Per Capita News 

The Enrollment Office needs the following individuals to update their addresses so 
that these payments can be mailed. If there is an X in the column(s) by your name, 
you have either a Christmas check and/ or per capita payments due to you. Please 
contact Beth Edelberg in the Enrollment Office at (269) 782-1763 or Kim Boswell 
in the Finance Department at (269) 462-4209. 


Enrollment 

# 

Name 

Christmas 2014 

Monthly Per Cap 

83 

John Dylan Watson 

X 


406 

Michael Lynn Hewitt 

X 

X 

857 

Peter John Ramirez 

X 


1446 

Bobby Marcus Haynes 

X 


1986 

Cristian M Cobb 

X 

X 

2717 

Zachary T. Huffman 


X 

4227 

Scott Brewer Jr 

X 

X 

4442 

Mason Tyler Currey 

X 



Please note - you must have a deliverable address on file. 


Attention 1 8 to 20 Year Olds I Per Capita Information 

Attention all high school seniors who are graduating from high school or 
individuals who may be completing their G.E.D. If you are at least 18 years old 
and have achieved either of these you are now eligible to receive your monthly per 
capita checks. All you have to do is send a copy to the Enrollment office. You may 
either mail or fax this. The address to mail to is: 

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Attn: Enrollment Office 
PO Box 180 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 

OR fax to: (269) 782-1964 

The document must be received by December 4 in order to make it on the 
January 2016 check run. Anything received after December 4 will be processed on 
the check run for February 2016. If you have any questions please call the direct 
per capita phone line at (269) 462-4209 or (269) 462-4200 or toll free 
(800) 517-0777. 

Are you eligible for certain Michigan tax exemptions? 

If you are an enrolled Pokagon citizen, and you live in the tribe’s Tax Agreement 
Area (as is defined in the State Tax Agreement between the Pokagon Band of 
Potawatomi Indians and the state of Michigan) , then please fill a Resident Tribal 
Member (RTM) Application to see if you are eligible to start receiving these 
benefits. The application is available online here: www.pokagonbandnsn.gov/ 
departments/fmance/state-tax-agreements 

Please read the Tax Agreement Overview (www.pokagonband-nsn.gov/ 
departments/ finance/ state-taxagreements) to learn about these benefits and see a 
map of the Tax Agreement Area. You will also find individual township maps at that 
link. If you think you may live inside the Tax Agreement Area boundaries (green 
shaded areas), then you may be able to register with the State of Michigan and get 
relief from certain taxes. 

In order to get registered, you must apply by filling out a Resident Tribal 
Member (RTM) Application and returning it to Julie Rodriguez in the Finance 
Department. Upon review of your application, we will notify you of your 
eligibility status. 

If you have any questions, or comments regarding the Tax Agreement or your 
RTM status or benefits, please do not hesitate to contact Julie at (269) 462-4210 or 
Julie.Rodriguez@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


Per Capita Important Dates 


Deadline to receive 
Changes/updates/additions 
Received by 

Finance Department 

Checks mailed out on 

Check date 

Direct deposits in accounts 

Thursday, January 1 5, 201 5 

Thursday, January 29, 201 5 

Friday, January 30, 2015 

Friday, February 13,2015 

Thursday, February 26, 201 5 

Friday, February 27,2015 

Friday, March 13,2015 

Monday, March 302015 

Tuesday, March 31, 201 5 

Wednesday, April 15,2015 

Wednesday, April 29, 2015 

Thursday, April 30, 2015 

Friday, May 15, 201 5 

Thursday, May 28,2015 

Friday, May 29, 2015 

Monday, June 15,2015 

Monday, June 29, 2015 

Tuesday, June 30, 2015 

Wednesday, July 15, 2015 

Thursday, July 30, 2015 

Friday, July 31, 2015 

Friday, August 14, 2015 

Thursday, August 27, 201 5 

Friday, August 28, 2015 

Tuesday, September 1 5, 201 5 

Tuesday, September 29, 201 5 

Wednesday, September 30, 201 5 

Thursday, October 1 5, 201 5 

Thursday, October 29, 201 5 

Friday, October 30, 2015 

Monday, November 2, 201 5* 

Tuesday, November 24, 201 5 

Wed, November 25, 201 5 

Friday, December 4, 201 5* 

Thursday, December 1 7, 201 5 

Fri, December 18,2015 


* Please note, in 2015, the November deadline for changes is November 2 and the December 
deadline is December 4. This is due to time limitations on all the events that occur at this time 
of the year. 


Per Capita Direct Deposit Cr Tax Withholding Forms 

For those tribal citizens receiving per capita checks in the mail and who do not 
have direct deposit, enclosed with your check you will find a direct deposit and a 
tax withholding form. These will be included with your check every month until 
we achieve 100% direct deposits. 

The tribe is currently having mandatory direct deposit for per capita checks. In 
the case of individuals not being able to set up a bank account, the tribe is offering 
a cash card on which the per capita checks will be loaded onto every month. We 
are making efforts to give everyone a chance to set up a bank account of your 
choice and on your own. 

As always, the tax withholding form is not mandatory although highly suggested 
as per capita payments are subject to federal and state taxes. The tribe only 
withholds federal taxes with a completed form, state taxes are the responsibility of 
the citizen. 

If you have any questions, please call the direct per capita phone line at 
(269) 462-4209 or (269) 462-4200 or toll free (800) 517-0777. The per capita 
phone line and my extension both have lengthy messages listing various per capita 
information. Please leave a message and I will return your call as soon as possible. 
Both of the above stated forms are available online at www.Pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Once you turn in a direct deposit form and as long as I receive it by the 15th of 
the month, the information will be entered into the system and the first month is 
always a test run to the bank, so the check will still be mailed to you. The following 
month, as long as I do not receive any errors from the bank, will be direct deposit. 
As earlier stated, you will continue to receive the two forms in with your checks 
every month. If you have completed a form, no need to fill out another one. 
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Tribal Council December Calendar of Events 

1 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 10 a. m. 

7 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

8 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 
1 2 Tribal Council Meeting, Community Center, 1 0 a.m. 

14 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 10a.m. 

15 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds Hartford, 10 a.m. 

Please check the website, www.pokagonband-nsn.gov, or call (888)782-2426 
before attending to confirm that a meeting has not been cancelled. 


Can’t get to Elders Council business meetings? 
Participate via webcast 

Business meetings are held the first Thursday of every month at the Community 
Center in Dowagiac. For your convenience the meetings are now broadcast on 
the internet to listen in on what is going on with the Elders. If you are able to 
take advantage of this — please do! — Elders business meetings are called to order at 
11:00 a.m. Visit the Pokagon website to access the webcasting: www.pokagonband- 
nsn.gov/citizens/web-casting.Any questions, please call Stanley Morseau, Elders 
Chairman, (269) 783-6828. 


Tribal Council January Calendar of Events 

4 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

5 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 10 a.m. 
9 Tribal Council Meeting, Community Center, 1 0 a.m. 

1 1 Tribal Council Meeting, Community Center, 1 0 a.m. 

1 2 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds New Buffalo, 1 0 a.m. 
19 Gaming Authority Closed Session, Four Winds Hartford, 10 a.m. 

25 Tribal Council Special Session, Administration, 1 0 a.m. 

26 Gaming Authority Closed Session, FourWinds New Buffalo, 10a.m. 

Please check the website, www.pokagonband-nsn.gov, or call (888)782-2426 
before attending to confirm that a meeting has not been cancelled. 


Don’t forget our social lunches held every third Thursday of the month. On 
these days we may have holiday parties, special events, or games. Every weekday 
a hot lunch is served at the Elders Hall. You are welcome to come to meet new 
elders you may not know or visit your friends. 



REGALIA 101 CLASSES 

H ave you ever wanted your own regalia to dance at powwows but didn’t know how to 
make one? Then this is your program! We are inviting individuals who want to learn 
basic sewing, beading or other skills to start and finish their own unique regalia. 

Barbara Ann Warren will lead this year’s classes. Additional presenters will be coming in 
to present on topics such as beadwork, quillwork, sewing, fur work, copper work. Some 
material will be available. If you have your own material to bring, please do so. 

Language and Culture will provide drinks and attendees are encouraged to bring a dish 
to pass to this workshop. 


January 

Sunday, January 1 0 
Sunday, January 31 

February 

Sunday, February 7 
Sunday, February 2' 


March 

Sunday, March 6 
Sunday, March 20 

April 

Sunday, April 3 
Sunday, April 17 


May 

Sunday, May 1 5 
Sunday, May 22 


All classes are 1 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm at the Community Center 

27043 Potawatomi Trail 
Dowagiac, Ml 49047 


For more information, contact LCrC at (269) 462-4325 or email at 
pattyjo.kublick@pokagonband-nsn.gov. 


CYANKOBJECEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 


POKACON.COM 



fy/tctyw fwy fern/fe 

Kickoff event Monday, January 1 1 , 201 6 
6:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Community Center 

Join us to learn more about classes offered for traditional 
parenting techniques. Dinner will be served. 

Please RSVP at pokagonband-nsn.gov. c _ JEO emen 

STAY CONNECTED 

POKACON.COM 
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Tribal Office Directory 


Administration 

Information Technology 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

Toll Free (800) 5 17-0777 

FAX (269) 782-6882 

Commodities 

(269) 782-3372 

Toll Free (888) 281 -1111 

FAX (269)782-7814 

Communications 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

Compliance 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

Chi Ishobak 

27043 Potawatomi Trail 

(269)783-4157 

Education 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-0887 

Toll Free (888) 330-1 234 

FAX (269) 782-0985 

Elders Program 
53237 Townhall Rd. 
(269) 782-0765 
Toll Free (800) 859-27 17 
FAX (269) 782-1 696 

Elections 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-9475 

Toll Free (888) 782-9475 

Enrollment 

58620 Sink Rd. 
(269)782-1763 
FAX (269) 782-1 964 

Finance 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

Toll Free (800) 5 17-0777 

FAX (269) 782-1 028 

Head Start 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 783-0026/ 

(866) 250-6573 
FAX (269) 782-9795 


Health Services 
58620 Sink Road 
(269)782-4141 
Toll Free (888) 440-1 234 

Housing & Facilities 

57824 East Pokagon Trail 
(269) 783-0443 
FAX (269) 783-0452 

Human Resources 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 
FAX (269) 782-4253 

Language & Culture 
58653 Sink Rd. 

(269) 462-4325 

Mno-Bmadsen 

41 5 E. Prairie Ronde St. 

(269)783-4111 

Natural Resources 
32142 Edwards St. 

(269) 782-9602 
FAX (269) 783-0452 

Social Services 
58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-8998 

Toll Free (800) 517-0777 

FAX (269) 782-4295 

South Bend Area Office 

3733 Locust Street 
South Bend, IN 46614 
(574) 282-2638 
Toll Free (800) 737-9223 
FAX (574) 282-2974 
(269) 782-8998 

Tribal Council 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 782-6323 

Toll Free (888) 376-9988 

FAX (269) 782-9625 

Tribal Court 

58620 Sink Rd. 

(269) 783-0505/ 

FAX (269) 783-05 19 

Tribal Police 
58155 M-51 South 
(269) 782-2232 
Toll Free (866) 399-0161 
FAX (269) 782-7988 


Junior and Senior Youth Council Members Wanted 

Both Senior and Junior Youth Councils are open to any Pokagon youngster. 
Anyone can join, and eventually run for the executive board. Besides the 
age divisions, there are differences between the two groups. The Junior 
Youth Council provides a voice for native youth between the ages of 1 2 
and 18. The Council promotes the development of future tribal leaders 
through educational attainment and Potawatomi language, culture, pride, 
and identity. The Junior Youth Council also coordinates community service 
projects and provides opportunities for native youth to interact for fun 
and friendship. 


Tribal Council Directory 

(888) 376-9988 

Chairman 

John P. Warren 

(269)214-2610 

JohnWarren@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Vice-chairman 

Robert Moody, Jr 

(269) 783-9379 

Bob.Moody@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Treasurer 

Eugene Magnuson 

(269) 783-9297 

Eugene.Magnuson@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Secretary 

Mark Parrish 

(269) 783-6052 

Mark.Parrish@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Steve Winchester 

(269) 591-0119 

Steve.Winchester@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Becky Price 

(269) 783-6212 

Becky.Price@pokagonband-nsn.gov 


Member at large 

Michaelina Martin 

(269) 783-9260 

Micky.Martin@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Andy Jackson 

(269) 783-9340 

Andy.Jackson@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Roger Rader 

(269) 783-9039 

Roger.Rader@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Matt Wesaw 

(517)719-5579 

Matthew.Wesaw@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Elders Representative 

Judy Winchester 
(269) 783-6240 

Judy.Winchester@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Executive Secretary 

Kelly Curran 

(269) 591-0604 

Kelly.Curran@pokagonband-nsn.gov 


Elders Council Directory 

Elders Hall (800)859-2717 or (269)782-0765 


Chair 

Stanley Morseau 
(269) 783-6828 

Vice Chair 

Maxine Margiotta 
(269)783-6102 

Secretary 

Audrey Huston 
(269) 591-4519 


Treasurer 

Clarence White 

(269) 876-1118 

Member at Large 

Cathy Ford 


Senior Youth Council Directory 


Chairman 

Michael Gamache 

Michael.Camache@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Treasurer 

Ronald Puruleski 

Ronald.Puruleski@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Secretary 

Vacant 


Member at large 

Mahogan Shepard 

Mahogan.Shepard@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Member at large 

Skyler Daisy 

Skyler.Daisy@pokagonband-nsn.gov 

Rebecca Williamst 

Youth Culture Coordinator 

(269) 462-4325 


The Senior Youth Council provides a voice for Pokagon citizens between 
the ages of 1 8 and 24. The Senior Youth Council also coordinates 
community service projects and provides opportunities for Pokagon young 
adults to interact for fun and friendship. The Council mobilizes members 
toward positive goals, promotes the development of future tribal leaders and 
educates native youth about tribal government. 





Bbon gises December Citizen Announcements 



Happy Birthday 1 2/26 

Lillianna Williams! We love 
you and hope you have a 
GREAT day! Keep up the 
good work! 

Love yourfam and clan, 
Dad, Robin, Joe, Brittany, 
Jade, Jack, Grandma 
Williams, Aunt Patti, Aunt 
Stacey Dakota, Zephyr and 
Minnie »» 


Pokegnek Bodewadmik 

POKAGON BAND OF POTAWATOMI 





■ ■ ■ 4th Annual 

Holiday 
Fun Day 


Sunday, December 13 
9 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
Community Center 
24703 Potawatomi Trail 
Dowagiac, HI 49047 


T his holiday season, give your kids the gift of fun while you 
go Christmas shopping or finish holiday preparations. The 
Department of Education has a day of holiday cheer planned 
for kids ages 4-12 registered in our PreK-12 program and 
children of employees. Christmas crafts/gift making and 
other fun activities will keep them busy until you return. 

Lunch will be provided. 


THERE IS UNITED SPACE. Register online at PokagonBand-nsn.gov by December 4 to reserve your spot. 




CYANKOBJECEMEN 
STAY CONNECTED 


POKACON.COM 
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ART EXTRAVAGANZA 


Food will be available for purchase. Interested vendors should 
contact Angie Rice at (574) 273-8828 or Jessica Howell at (574) 
304-5388. Vendors please plan on bringing your own table. 


\ . a/ 
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Sunday, December 6 
Noon - 5:00 pm 
Community Center 





Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
Department of Language £r Culture 


Round Dunce 

+ Graduation Celebration 
of CMU Graduate,Storwi 


Saturday, December 1 9 I 9:00 pm 

Community Center 

27043 Potawatomi Trail | Dowagiac, Ml 49047 

Join us in singing, dancing, and laughing as we celebrate our ancestors who have traveled through 
the Western Door and also our relatives who are among us today. Pokagon Band is also happy to 
be co-coordinating this event with help from Stormie Frees who will be celebrating her graduation 
from Central Michigan University among friends, family, and proud fellow natives. 


9:00 pm-1 1 :00 pm: 
1 1 :00 pm-? am: 


MC: Jason S. Wesaw 
Stickman: Joe Syrette 


Round Dance Singing £r Dancing 
Late Snack of Pizza and Drinks 

Northern, Southern, £r Womens Back Up Singing Competition 

Hand Drum Singing and Dancing to commence after competitions 
and games to finish the night’s celebrations 


Featuring: Invited Pokagon and Great Lakes Singers 


LIVE stream and recording of 
singers by Powwow J a mz 


Invited Great Lakes Native Photographer with LIVE stream and recording of 

vendors will be selling their art backdrop for group photos singers by Powwow J a mz 

or regalia supply items to 
interested buyers 

A Round Dance is a time to celebrate the community and Dance into the night to celebrate with the spirits of those who 
enjoy each other’s company while remembering loved have passed on. All Round Dances are memorable nights of 
ones who have passed on. Our teachings tell us that the spirit singing, dancing and feasting with the spirits, 
world has daytime during our night time therefore, we Round 

CYANKOBJECEMEN 

For more information, please contact the Department of stay connected 

Language and Culture at (269) 462-4255. 

POKACON.COM 






